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From the Pastor’s Study
Dear Jamestown Presbyterian Church friends and family,
Dear church family and friends,
I pray that your Christmas season has been filled with
joy, and that the year ahead brings with it an ongoing
sense of gratitude and wonder that the Lord of all creation
stepped down from the glories of heaven to enter our world
and our hearts. This precious gift was born more than
2,000 years ago in the dusty, down-trodden, politically troubled region of Palestine. Yet Jesus is NOT ancient history.
He is still the Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, who comes today and every day bringing
fresh hope and new purpose to all who receive Him as
Lord and welcome His transforming presence.
Did you notice those words – “receive” and “welcome”
? God did not create us humans to be puppets or robots.
He created us with the ability to choose. Within limits, of
course; I cannot choose to breathe underwater the way a
fish breathes, nor can I add one minute longer to my life
than the span God grants to me. God created all things
and rules all things in sovereign power – but He is not a
dictator.
Think of it! God possesses incomprehensibly great
power and wisdom. It is God who “banged the Big Bang”
and set a million, million stars blazing and spinning in
space. God, who literally holds the universe together in all
its intricate complexity. God, who knew before He created
us that we would be imperfect people and who knew the
kinds of trouble we could get ourselves into … Yet God in
love created us, in love sustains us, and in love has come
to save us from our sin and darkness.
And it is this same God who gives us the honor of responding to Him. God comes to us, God invites us, sometimes even challenges us … but He will not force us. Instead, He allows us to respond.
Cont……….
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God comes to a childless old man and calls him to leave his homeland, then He waits to see if Abram
will say yes. God comes to a fugitive in the desert and calls him to go back to the land of his birth,
then He waits to see if Moses will say yes. God comes to Jesse’s youngest son out tending sheep
for his family and calls him to become the next king of Israel, then He waits to see if David will say
yes.
Think of it: the astonishing humility of a God who waits for a response rather than forcing one, who
places His plan into the hands of imperfect people, saying “Do not be afraid, for I will be with you.”
God sends the angel Gabriel to a young girl in a dusty rural village and calls her to bear a child who
will be the Savior of the world. Will Mary say yes? Another angel appears to a distressed and heartsick carpenter and calls him to raise a son who will never truly be his. Will Joseph say yes?
They could have said no. Abram could have stayed in Ur. Moses could have ignored that burning
bush. David could have stayed out with the sheep. Mary could have run away from the angel; Joseph could have divorced her quietly.
God did not, would not, force His plan on any of them. But if they had said no … think of what they
would have missed! God has a plan for us as well, right here in Jamestown. For each person individually, and for our congregation as a whole. God has a plan for us to be a blessing, to make a difference in our neighborhood and in the world. It’s God’s plan, for God’s world, for God’s glory … but
He invites us into His plan as a way of honoring us.
So in the year ahead may each one of us – and all of us together -- be open to whatever part of
God’s plan He desires to place into our imperfect hands. And remember God’s promise: “Do not be
afraid, for I will be with you.”
Yours in the love of Christ Jesus,
Pastor Sue
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In Our Church & Community
Community and Church Calendar

Communion Schedule

Jan. 5

First Sunday of each month
Maundy Thursday
Park Picnic—August 25
December 24—Christmas Eve

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan. 15

Sunday Duties:
Close Up: Tom Walker
Counting Money: Janeen Mihoci

Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

MONTHLY CHURCH FINANCES
Checking Balance 11/01/19
Income
Expenses
Checking Balance 11/30/19

7
8
10
12

$10,888.05
+ 5,915.15
- 8,481.60
$ 8,321.60

21
22
24
26

Jan. 29

As presented to Session 11/27/19

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Packing snack bags – 2:15 p.m.
Nurture - 1:00 p.m.
Un-hanging of Greens - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Deacons - 11:30 a.m.
Finance - 5:30 p.m.
Properties—6:30 p.m.
Community Dinner – 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Packing snack bags – 2:15 p.m.
Session - 6:30 p.m.
Friday Night Done Right - 7-9:30
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Wonderful Wednesday - 2:45-5 p.m.

Meeting Weekly:

Tuesday
TOPS 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Cub Scouts - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday
AA - 7:00 p.m.

Deacon for January
Carol Henegan
If you know of anyone in the hospital or in
need of assistance please contact Carol at
724-932-3854.

Pastor Sue does not currently have a set
schedule for office hours. If you would
like to arrange a time to meet with her,
or if you have an urgent pastoral need,
she can be reached by cell phone at
814-758-5525.
01/07
01/08
01/18
01/23
01/23
01/26

Thank you congregation!
The December Noisy Offering
was $57.86. Noisy Offerings

are taken on the first Sunday
of every month.
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William Love
John Yovanovich
Troy College
Edna Robbins
Tom Walker
Kristin Murphy

Jamestown ECO Presbyterian Church
Session Meeting Highlights, December 18, 2019

Using Scripture from 2 Corinthians 5:11-21, discussion occurred about being “Ambassadors for Christ” in
everyday living.
Session approved holding a monthly fellowship event with card games (non-gambling), starting in January, on a weekday from 1 to 3 PM, on a trial basis for 3 or 4 months. The gatherings would combine social interaction, a short devotional and time for prayer.
Session approved holding a Chicken Barbeque on May 16, 2020 with proceeds going to Mission.
The Deacons reported that 11 meals were delivered this month along with the Advent Devotional,” Straw
for the Manger”, and large print daily devotional book for 2020 and provided rent relief for an individual.
With new deacons coming on, the monthly meetings for 2020 will start at 11:30 AM instead of 11:00 AM.
Next meeting January 15, 2020 (but Deacons will usually meet the second Wednesday each month).
Finance/Treasurer’s Report stated a checking account balance of $8321.60 on 11/29/2019
2020 Budget was approved with the following: Operating Budget: $82143.00, Mission Budget: $8215.00,
ECO Dues: $822.00
Starting Jan 5, 2019, Youth Group will start at 1 PM and usually end at 2:30. This will enable Christy to
be there the entire time youth are present. They will have snacks (provided by parents), but no meal.
The December Saturday Supper on 12/14/2019 had donations totaling $132.25 and will be distributed to
the Food Pantry and Wings to Fly for the Backpack program. January 18th dinner will be beef stroganoff
Wonderful Wednesday- Winter session starts January 29th through March 4 - registration forms going
home after Christmas break
JPNS (Nursery School) – had a great turnout for their annual Christmas program. Our thanks for the
support of the pepperoni roll fundraiser.
Glorious sounds have been heard from our organ now that repairs are finished. Costs of repair covered
½ by Memorials and ½ from the money market fund. Individual donations are still welcomed gladly!
Don Elliott and Cindy Loveridge will each play the organ two Sundays per month starting Jan 1 (Cindy
the 1st and 4th, Don the 2nd and 3rd).
Pastor Sue is preaching Jan 12, 19 & 26, Feb 2, 16, 23 and possibly 26 (Ash Weds)
She will be away Feb 3 through 7 (includes travel time) for ECO National Gathering
Pulpit supply Dennis McCune on Jan 5, Rev. Randy Kightlinger on Feb 9
Unhanging of the Greens at 6:00 PM on January 10, 2020.
Friday Night Done Right scheduled for January 24, 2020.
Church Projects that need to be done include finishing the generator, molehole men’s room sink is leaking, swap sinks in kitchen, install door camera system, install thermometer in organ pipe area, check
emergency lights in sanctuary and annex, replace light bulb in light outside white entrance door, top
drawer in cabinet next to refrigerator in kitchen, inspect the projection system in the sanctuary-.still trying
to reach people about fixing the walls in the annex, still seeking someone to repair manse porch.
Mission committee made a donation to the Cub Scouts of $200 to help with the individual scouts’ dues
and they’re looking at a mission work trip to possibly North Carolina in March.
Cont………..
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…...cont’d from page 4
Pastor has met with Linda Pinney and Mike Costa concerning their job performance for the last year. All
input was positive.
At their meeting on December 10th, the Rivers of Life Presbytery Ministry Partnership Team reviewed
and approved the terms of the Transitional Pastor contract, for me to continue serving as JPC’s transitional pastor for an additional year.
The next properties meeting will be January 15, 2020 at 6:30 pm (committees meet at 5:30). The next
nurture committee will be January 15th at 1:00. The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Jan 22,
2020 at 6:30 PM.

What a wonderful service Pastor Sue put together for our
Christmas Eve service! We had special music performances by Alissa Pesavento on harp and Brad Harvey
with guitar & vocals. It was great to see almost ninety
people attend for this very special worship. Our thanks
to the people who helped prepare the sanctuary and the
communion setup (cutting it a bit close) and especially
Pastor Sue for her meaningful message.

YOUTH NEWS!
The youth had a great December. We visited Lutheran Village on December 8 and had a good time
sharing in fun and fellowship. Everyone enjoyed eating delicious homemade soups, sloppy joe,
bread, cookies, and playing bingo. We had six residents and six youth attend. The youth provided
thoughtful gifts for the bingo winners.
We learned about the prophecies of Jesus’s birth and adult life, and had the opportunity to watch
“The Nativity Story” on December 22 to prepare our hearts for Christmas.
We look forward to January and to a new schedule. The youth group will meet from
1 to 2:30 p.m., and will have snacks instead of a full lunch.
I can’t thank all of you enough for your support of the youth group and for your help with meals
and Lutheran Village visits this fall.
Have a blessed new year!
~Christy Lindsay
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Our church will again be offering its afterschool Wonderful Wednesday Program this winter/spring.
The program will start on Wednesday, January 29, and all registration forms are due back by
Thursday, January 23rd.
We’ve had tremendous response to this program over the years and it is currently being offered for
grades 1-5. Transportation is provided from the elementary school and included in the 2-hour program is snack, small group activity, crafts and recreation, Bible lesson, and worship skills (singing).
The program starts immediately after school and concludes at 5 pm every Wednesday starting on
Wednesday, January 29th and running through Wednesday, March 4th.
We will continue to have weekly family dinners at 5 pm (lasting until 5:30 pm) starting on Wednesday, February 5th. All family members are invited to attend, but any child staying for dinner should
have an adult with them. Signup for dinner occurs the week before to help with planning.
We believe that spiritual growth is as important as physical, intellectual, or emotional growth- particularly in some of the confusing times our children face in their daily lives.
WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP –
SCHOOL CHECK OFF- 2:30 – 2:45 Need 2- check kids off as they get on bus (Clearances through
school)
GREETERS – 2:45 – 3:30 (NEED 8) small group interaction with kids as they arrive
GROUP LEADERS – 3:15 – 5:00 (need 6 – 8) go around with groups to stations
BIBLE LESSON – Linda Kappelt
MUSIC (worship skills) -4:00 – 5:00 Leader & assistant (lead singing)
RECREATION 3:30 – 5:00 (every other week)- Need 2-3
CRAFTS 3:30 – 5:00 (every other week)- Need 2-3
SIGN OUT 4:45 – 5:15 Need 1-2 people
KITCHEN- 4:00 – 6:00- Cook, set up, clean up Need 4-8 people
OVER 30 people needed to pull this off!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Jamestown Presbyterian Church
411 Liberty Street
Jamestown, PA 16134
724-932-2101
email: jpc411@windstream.net
Web site: www.jamestownpres.org

5

6

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
1:00-2:30 Youth
Group
Noisy Offering

12

7

13

14

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
1:00-2:30 Youth
Group

Fri

20

27

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

Church office
closed

8

Un-Hanging of
Greens – 6 p.m.

15

16

18

17

11:30 Deacons
5:30 Finance
6:30 Properties

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
1:00-2:30 Youth
Group

26

1

Thu

Pack Snack
bags - 2:15 p.m.

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
1:00-2:30 Youth
Group

19

Wed

21

22

Pack Snack
bags - 2:15 p.m.

6:30 Session

28

29

4:30-6:00 p.m.
Community
Dinner

23

8

25
7-9:30 p.m.

30

2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

24

31

Jamestown Presbyterian Church
411 Liberty Street
Jamestown, PA 16134
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