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From the Pastor’s Study
“O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie …”
Bethlehem! Most Christians know it from Christmas songs
and Christmas stories. It is the place, Luke tells us, where
Joseph took Mary late in her pregnancy, only to find that
“there was no room for them at the inn.” But Bethlehem
has a rich history in the Old Testament, as well. It was
there, in Bethlehem, that a series of events unfolded that
set the stage for the coming of Israel’s greatest human
king: David, the son of Jesse.
I hope you will join me – join US -- at 11 o’clock each Sunday morning this December, as we explore this ‘other’ story
of Bethlehem in a sermon series titled Under the Stars of
Bethlehem.
Dec 1:
Dec 8:
Dec 15:
Dec 22:
Dec 24

Glimmers of Hope
Unreasonable Grace
Imagine What Could Happen
From Bitter to Sweet
(7 PM Christmas Eve candlelight service)
Joy of Heaven, Light of the World

Then on December 29th, our series will conclude with a
very special not-just-for-children’s story A Camel Boy in
Bethlehem. I’ve only begun preparing this set of messages, but I’m already very excited! So I look forward to seeing you each Sunday this month, as together we learn
about ancient Bethlehem and the coming King.

Yours in the love of Christ,
Pastor Sue
“O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray! Cast
out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. We hear the
Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us,
abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.”

Jamestown Presbyterian News is a monthly news publication of the Jamestown Presbyterian Church. This newsletter is free to our members and supporters. Jamestown Presbyterian Church is located at 411 Liberty Street in Jamestown, Pennsylvania.
The Jamestown Presbyterian Church is a non-profit organization. All fundraising
projects promoted herein go to support the church’s ministry and mission.

In Our Church & Community
Community and Church Calendar

Communion Schedule

Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 8

First Sunday of each month
Maundy Thursday
Park Picnic—August 25
December 24—Christmas Eve

Dec. 11

Sunday Duties:
Close Up: Mike Henegan
Counting Money: Ron McClimans

Dec. 13
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 22

MONTHLY CHURCH FINANCES
Checking Balance 10/01/19
Income
Expenses
Checking Balance 10/30/19

$12,305.43
+ 6,599.24
- 8,016.62
$10,888.05

Dec. 24
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

As presented to Session 11/27/19

25
26
27
29

Packing Snack bags – 2:15 p.m.
Deacons—11:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting
Youth Group – 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Blue Christmas—7:00 p.m.
Nurture - 1:00 p.m.
Finance - 5:30 p.m.
Properties—6:30 p.m.
Friday Night Done Right - 7-9:30
Community Dinner – 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Packing backpacks – 2:15 p.m.
Preschool Christmas —6:45 p.m.
Session - 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group – 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Svc .—7:00 p.m.
Church office closed

Merry Christmas—Church office closed
Church office closed
Church office closed
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.

Deacon for December
ALL DEACONS:

Meeting Weekly:

Tuesday
TOPS 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Cub Scouts - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday
AA - 7:00 p.m.

If you know of anyone in the hospital or in
need of assistance please contact any of the
Deacons.

Pastor Sue does not currently have a set
schedule for office hours. If you would
like to arrange a time to meet with her,
or if you have an urgent pastoral need,
she can be reached by cell phone at
814-758-5525.
12/08
12/09
12/10
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/28

Thank you congregation!
The November Noisy Offering
was $105.97. Noisy Offerings

are taken on the first Sunday
of every month.
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Floyd Owen
Frank Fenton
Douglas Sealy
Ryleigh Good
Rhonda Mariacher
Alice Walker
Beth Arnett

The Birth of Jesus
Use your Bible to answer the questions below, then find the answers
in the puzzle.

S

F

A

W

B

C

Y

I

J

O

K

H

A

S

I

X

N

P

S

O

D

T

E

L

I

Z

A

B

E

T

H

G

L

P

Y

M

Y

U

M

C

H

N

Q

U

H

T

E

J

G

A

B

R

I

E

L

E

D

O

E

U

R

K

E

R

T

D

R

Z

N

D

S

Y

R

E

L

S

N

D

K

B

E

T

H

L

E

H

E

M

S

Y

O

R

U

P

R

H

S

N

M

R

G

J

O

S

E

P

H

O

T

A

1. The people living in the fields nearby, watching their flocks. (Luke 2:8)
2. Jesus' mother. (Luke 2:5-7)
3. The angel who brought messages from God. (Luke 1:19&26)
4. The wife of Zechariah the priest. (Luke 1:13)
5. The Caesar who issued a decree that a census should be taken. (Luke 2:1)
6. A righteous man who was waiting for the consolation of Israel. (Luke 2:25)
7. Zechariah's son, a relative of Jesus. (Luke 1:59-60)
8. The man Jesus' mother was pledged to marry. (Luke 1:27)
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Jamestown ECO Presbyterian Church
HIGHLIGHTS for Session Meeting, November 27, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 6:17 pm and opened with prayer. The Biblical reflection was based
on Scripture where Jesus gives His followers 4 “commissions” in the New Testament.
The Deacons donated money to the Jamestown Children Christmas fund, to both the Youth and the Cub
Scouts for their help with the chili supper. They will also be buying 2 new roasters because several used
during the chili supper malfunctioned. Meals were delivered to 11 shut-ins in November. Advent devotionals will be handed out to everyone for the start of Advent.
The balance in the checking account as of October 31, 2019 is $10,888.05
The number who took communion on November 3, 2019 was 36.
In the past month Pastor Sue preached and led worship on four Sundays; made several pastoral phone
calls and two home visits during this period; took part in Personnel, Nurture and Properties Committee
meetings; helped with the turkey dinner / Saturday Supper on Nov 16, at which approximately 100 people were served, and took part in the Hanging of the Greens on Nov 22.
In the ECO Rivers of Life Presbytery Pastor Sue has been elected to a new 3-year term on the Rivers of
Life Presbytery Ministry Partnership Team and attended the Fall Gathering of Presbytery – keynote
speaker Mike Breen was very inspiring and informative. The Spring Gathering will take place in April,
keynote speaker Dana Allin.
Pastor Sue will be preaching all 5 Sundays in December plus Blue Christmas and Christmas Eve; and
also plans to preach January 12, 19 & 26, Feb 2, 23 and possibly 26 (Ash Wednesday) Dennis McCune, an elder at the Cochranton Community Church, is available to fill the pulpit on Jan 5 while Pastor
Sue takes a well-deserved vacation and Rev. Randy Kightlinger will preach on Feb 9 Because Pastor
Sue will be out of town at the beginning of the new year, communion will be held on the second Sunday
of January (the 12th).
Pastor Sue reported that Don Elliott and Cindy Loveridge have both agreed to play the organ two Sundays monthly (Cindy the 1st and 4th Sunday, Don the 2nd and 3rd).
Many thanks to the congregation for providing input for staff performance reviews. The feedback was
overall positive, with helpful & constructive suggestions. Of note is that about half the respondents said
they missed having the choir. The personnel committee discussed this and will bring a suggestion to
the Session.
Approved a 5% raise for secretary Linda Pinney for 2020 and for custodian Mike Costa and a $150
Walmart gift card for organist, Don Elliott, as a year-end bonus. Pastor Sue’s Contract renewal includes
a 5% salary increase of $60 for a 2020 salary of $1260/year. Her other increase was a $500 retirement
contribution for a 2020 contribution of $2000. All other benefits will remain the same. Her total salary
and benefits for 2020 are $15,024
Glorious sounds were heard from our recently repaired organ in November as repairs were recently finished. Because there have not been significant donations for the repairs, memorials have agreed to pay
½ of the $5400 cost and the rest of the expense to be taken out of our money market. Donations are still
gladly welcome!
Our Thanksgiving Community dinner was a tremendous success! We served over 100 dinners along
with takeouts. Many thanks to all who donated food or came to cook, serve, and cleanup. They were literally lined up out the door.

Our December dinner will be a week early – December 14th-and will include lasagna, Italian bread, salad
and dessert. As always thanks to all the people for 4your support whether it be through generous donations or volunteering to help.
Cont………..

…...cont’d from page 4
Shiane Mittelstadt has submitted her intention to resign from session for personal reasons and it was
MSC to approve her resignation.
Session’s two goals established for the next year “Next Steps” in the Becoming a Flourishing Church
process involve increasing worship attendance and also increasing the number of actively participating
covenant partners.
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Hanging of the Greens many hands made the job go quickly!
JPNS (Nursery School) pepperoni rolls will be delivered on Friday December 13 and their Christmas
Program is Tuesday, December 17th at 6:30 pm
There will be a Congregational Meeting on December 8 after church to elect new leaders of the church.
We recently had an upgrade of our website – we can communicate with text messages through the
website so if you would like to be included, please submit your cell phone number. Also, people can
now donate through the website using PayPal or a credit card. If you haven’t been to the website,
please check it out- jamestownpres.org
Properties Projects Completed:
Completed the range hood, Boiler repairs, Organ repairs, unplugged downspout on southwest corner of
church, recycled light bulbs and microwaves ($102), repaired cabinet shelves and drawer in kitchen, installed microwaves in annex and kitchen
Properties To Be Done:
Priority items - garage gutters need cleaned, manse porch (waiting on bid), security camera for red
door, church bus sale
Under consideration- minor work on generator, swap the sinks in the kitchen?, replace the low faucet in the kitchen for a tall faucet, annex plaster repair and painting
MISSION: Tom
The mission committee is paying up allotted donation to Lions completing all designated donations and
also made a donation to Hosanna and the Youth group.
The next Nurture committee will be December 11, 2019 at 1 pm.
The next Properties meeting will be December 11, 2019 at 5:30 pm (NOTE CHANGE)
The next Session meeting will be December 18, 2019 at 6:30 pm

Thank you to everyone who has welcomed me into your
church family. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 2019 and
look forward to many more!
~Linda Pinney~
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If you need to know events, times, or more about our
church, the best place to look is our website. Now
we are asking if you would like text notification
through our website for various happenings as a reminder.

Sunday, December 8 @ 7:00 p.m.
Blue? Yes, "blue" as in,
"I am feeling blue."
Not everyone feels excited and cheery for the
holidays. In this special worship service we create a sacred space to acknowledge that pain,
sorrow, doubt and confusion are frequently part
of life for people who are mourning the loss of a
loved one or who are struggling to cope after
divorce, loss of a job, a serious illness or other
major trial.
Blue Christmas worship services are especially
designed for those who are going through a
dark time, but anyone who has ever "felt blue"
is welcome. Come, as together we draw near to
Jesus to find light in the darkness.

We are investigating the interest in using our website
to send text reminders to members of the congregation by collecting people’s cell phone numbers. If
there is enough interest, we will upgrade our website
to do this automatically. Soooooo, if you are interested, write your name and cell number on a piece of
paper and hand it into the office.

CHURCH OFFICE
HOLIDAY HOURS

Thank you - MIKE COSTA
Thank you- LINDA PINNEY

The church office will be closed December
24-29. E-mail and phone messages will be
monitored during this time.

Your generosity is certainly a
welcome
blessing
to
our
church!

If you need pastoral care, please contact
Pastor Sue @ 814-758-5525

Friday Night Done Right
December 13
Community Christmas caroling followed by cookies and hot cocoa and a
holiday movie. Everyone is invited! If you would like to donate cookies,
please contact Susan Anderson or Jennifer Arnett.
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Here is the list of missing books:
Mitford Series: Out to Canaan
by Jan Karon
A New Song
A Common Life
Light from
Heaven
Left Behind Series: #1- Left Behind
by Timothy LaHaye
The Heritage of Lancaster County Series:
by Beverly Lewis # 1- The Shunning

NEWS

Home to Hickory Hollow Series:
by Beverly Lewis The Bridesmaid
The Last Bride

Although, the church library has been reorganized for about a month, another task has
been accomplished. After Thanksgiving, you will
see a binder on the shelf of the library. This
binder contains a complete listing of every book
currently on the shelves as well of a location of
each book.

Acts of Faith Series: by Elizabeth Musser
The Centurion’s Wife
Love Comes Softly Series:
by Janette Oke
Love’s Long Journey
Love’s Abiding Joy

In organizing the library, Nancy and Linda discovered that they now have a treasure of books
to read over the winter. Check it out?

Love’s Unending Legacy
Love’s Unfolding Dream

Are you a fan of the Hallmark series, “When Call
the Heart?” Did you know that the church library not only has these books, but many others
by the same author?

Mark of the Lion Series: by Francine Rivers A Voice in the Wind
By Bodie Thoene:
Jerusalem Vigil,
Stones of Jerusalem, Jerusalem’s Hope,
Gates of Zion, Daughter of Zion.

While sorting and labeling books it is apparent
that a few books are missing from well-read and
popular series? Can you help? Are these possibly on your own bookshelves at home? Would you
be willing to donate any of these books to the
library? Most of the missing copies are available at Amazon for about $4.00.

Questions: Contact Nancy Fry or Linda
Kappelt.
Donated books may be placed in the basket
on the library table
Even if you are just passing by,
stop in the library and take a
scripture for the day from the
‘tiny loaf of bread.” Jesus word is
the “Bread of Life”
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WITH JOY AND THANKSGIVING …

We share the good news that the Colby Organ Company has completed the repairs needed to
bring our organ back to full and proper voice. The cost was significant -- just under $5,000
-- but the only alternative to repair was to stop using the organ entirely. Since it is one of
the finest in our area, and an important part of our worship music, Session felt that repairing
the organ was well worth the investment. If you would like to donate toward these repairs,
over and above your regular tithe, please mark your special donation “for the organ.” Any
and all gifts are welcome and appreciated!

WITH MORE JOY AND THANKSGIVING…...

We share the good news that Cindy Loveridge is returning to play on a regular basis. She and
Don Elliott will each cover two Sundays per month, starting in January. In December, music
will be provided by Jarron Mihoci (Dec 1 & 24), Cindy (Dec 8 and 22, including the Blue
Christmas service), Don (Dec 29), and a guest pianist, Carla Reichard, on Dec 15 th. Though
not currently scheduled to play, Nancy Reinhardt, Vienna Schmucker and Randy Curtis may
fill in from time to time in the coming year. We give thanks for each of these musicians and
the gifts they so willingly share.
8

The Personnel Committee would like to thank everyone who provided input toward our annual staff performance reviews. The responses were overwhelmingly positive and helpful.
Here are just a FEW of the comments received:
For our Secretary: Linda Pinney is super-efficient and organized. She is friendly, helpful,
and gets back to me quickly on requests. Learned our complicated Church Windows system
quickly. She is both detail-oriented and personable. Great hire!

For our Custodian: Mike Costa keeps the church looking clean and tidy. I appreciate his
willingness to help with various events at the church. He is always pleasant. Checks in
with me to see if I need any help, even though that isn’t part of his job description. A blessing that he cares enough to ask.
For our Youth Leader: Christy seems to have great love for the Lord and a sincere desire
to help our young people know Him and His Word better. It will take time for Christy to
settle in but so far, so good. She needs more help from parents and the congregation.
(Note, Christy Lindsay started her position in October)
For our Pastor: I really get a lot out of Pastor Sue’s sermons. They are Scriptural, thoughtprovoking and easy to understand. I’m continually impressed with the time she puts in as a
part-time pastor. I appreciate that she participates in church activities like the monthly
suppers. She is a good communicator and good problem-resolver, direct yet at the same time
diplomatic.

YOUTH NEWS!
The youth group had a great visit with residents at Lutheran Village on November 10. Linda Kappelt provided a delicious meal of meatballs, cheesy potatoes, scalloped potatoes, mini cheesecakes, chocolate milk, water, and watermelon lemonade.
The residents selected crosses the youth had painted. Youth helped them letter the crosses with “Jesus,” “Faith,” and
“God.” Some of the residents had fun with it, having youth members write their wives’ names or, in one case, “Wild
Bill.”
We’ve learned lessons about faith from the disciples leaving their fishing nets and following Jesus. We also learned
how Jesus can transform everyone into the people he wants them to be through his miraculous water-into-wine miracle at Cana.
The youth praise band is practicing a song and hopes to perform it by the beginning of 2020.
I deeply appreciate the meal donations by parents and church members, as well as members who’ve volunteered to
stay during meetings. Thank you so much for your support!
All God’s blessings,
Christy Lindsay
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December 2019
Sun

1

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship

Pack Snack bags
- 2:15 p.m.

11:00 Deacons

Noisy Offering

9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
Cong. Meeting
12:30-2 p.m. Youth
7:00 - “Blue
Christmas” Svc.

9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
12:30-2:00 Youth

22

9:45 Sunday
School
11:00 Worship
12:30-2:00 Youth

Pack Snack bags
- 2:15 p.m.

1:00 Nurture
5:30 Finance
6:30 Properties

6:30 Session

6:45 Preschool
Christmas Party

23

24

Church office closed

29

9:45 Sunday
School
11:00Worship

Comm. Dinner
4:30-6:00

30

31

Jamestown Presbyterian
Church
411 Liberty Street
Jamestown, PA 16134

Church office
closed

email: jpc411@windstream.net
Web site:
www.jamestownpres.org
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Jamestown Presbyterian Church
411 Liberty Street
Jamestown, PA 16134
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