ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 PM Dec 24 COVID-
19 precautions will be observed. Because space is limited, it
will be necessary to sign up for seating in advance.

This can be done by calling the church office (724-932-2101),
from now through December 22:

Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1- 3:30 PM

Tuesday and Thursday from 8:00 to 11:30 AM.

You may leave a message but space will not be reserved until
you have spoken directly with the church secretary to confirm
your seating.

December Sunday Duties:
Close-Up: Ron McClimans
Counting the Offering: Mike Henegan

Deacon for December: All Deacons - If you know of
anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance please
contact any of our Deacons.

Organist today: Cindy Loveridge

12/28 Beth Arnett
01/07 W.illiam Love
01/08 John Yovanovich

JAMESTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
411 Liberty Street,
Jamestown, PA 16134
724-932-2101
email: jpc411@windstream.net
Website: jamestownpres.org

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.Worship the Lord
with gladness; come before him with joyful songs
Psalm 100: 1-2a

December 20, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Advent

GOD CALLSUS TO WORSHIP HIM
Prelude

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom

Call to Worship & Lighting of the Advent Wreath

One: We have come to worship God, our Creator and King,

All: Who has compassion on the weak and afflicted.

One: At just the right time, God sent us a Savior:

All:  His only-begotten Son, Christ Jesus, our Lord.

One: The first three candles on the Advent wreath are
reminders of the hope, peace and joy Jesus brings;

All:  The fourth candle reminds us that God’s love is most
fully revealed in the Person and work of Jesus. How
great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called the children of God!



*Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” #170
(stanzas 1 & 2 only)

Call (invitation) to Confession:
Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,
let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Silent and Personal Confession

Unison Prayer of Confesson: Lord Jesus Christ, eternal Son of
the Father, you set aside your divine majesty and stepped out
of the glory of heaven to enter our world as a vulnerable
baby, so that you could bring light to our darkness and
healing to our sick and sorrowing world. We bow before
you, O God, humbled by the enormity of your mercy. Grant
us courage and wisdom to give up whatever hinders us from
loving you and one another. Forgive our sin and purify our
hearts, we pray; and grant that as Christmas comes again for
us this year, we will be filled to overflowing with fresh
wonder and gratitude for your extravagant grace. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon:

One: “Comfort, comfort my people,” says our God. So hear
and believe the Good News! In Christ, your sins and
mine are forgiven.

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are set free. Thanks be to God!

*Response of Faith “Gloria Patri” #142

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings

*Response of Praise “Doxology” #384

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Sermon: “Considering Joseph” Pastor Sue Nageotte
GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE
*Closing Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #178

*Benediction

*Closing Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him

O come, let us adore Him:
Christ the Lord!

Postlude

*Those who are able please stand



Jamestown Presbyterian Church Pastor Sue Nageotte
Fourth Sunday in Advent December 20, 2020

“Considering Joseph”
Matthew 1: 18-25

| wanted to take time this morning to consider the faithfulness of Joseph. We hear a lot about Mary, and
rightly so. She was, after all, the mother of Jesus, and Scripture speaks of her presence in his life from birth
all the way to his death on the cross. But what do we know about Joseph? In all the New Testament he
never even says one word. Yet, he’s one of the principal figures in the Christmas drama. And so, let’s take
just a moment to give Joseph his due.

Tradition has it that Joseph was a simple man: a carpenter from Nazareth. Sometimes you see Sunday
school pictures showing him in a wood shop making furniture. But the Greek word “carpenter” in Joseph’s
day referred to a skilled craftsman who might have worked in a wide range of materials. Joseph could have
just as easily worked with metal or stone, as with wood. The regional capital, Sepphoris, was being
constructed during that time, and it was within walking distance of Nazareth. It’s very possible that Joseph
was one of the stone masons there.

In any case, craftsmen had strong backs and callused hands. They learned their trade by serving an
apprenticeship. Their place was respectable but not on one of the higher rungs of the social ladder.
Remember the flap in the synagogue in Nazareth when Jesus preached his first sermon? The elders raised
their eyebrows and asked, “Isn’t this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judah, and
Simon?” (Mark 6:3)

Jesus’ father was neither a rabbi nor a scribe nor a civic leaders. He had only two qualifications for his role
as Jesus’ foster-father: he was a descendent of King David and — much more significantly —he was God’s
choice. 1 like to think that Joseph is someone with whom we can all identify — ordinary in many ways, yet
determined to be obedient to God’s will for his life.

His place in the Christmas story, of course, is that of Mary’s husband. According to Matthew, Joseph and
Mary were “betrothed,” but not yet married. William Barclay explains that there were three steps in a
Jewish marriage: The engagement, which was often arranged by the parents when the boy and girl were
youngsters; the betrothal, which was a formal ratification of the marriage-to-be, usually done a year before
the couple was married; and the wedding itself, which lasted a whole week, at which time the marriage was
consummated. During the betrothal, the couple was legally bound to each other so that, if the man died
before the actual wedding took place, the woman was considered to be a widow. They were actually referred
to as husband and wife, though they did not live together and they refrained from sexual intimacy.

It’s at this particular stage in their relationship — while they were betrothed -- that Joseph learned that Mary
was pregnant. Scripture isn’t specific at this point, | think it’s safe to imagine his reaction. He would’ve



been angry and upset, to say the least; filled with a sense of betrayal and wounded pride. After all, if Mary
were pregnant, the only logical explanation would’ve been that she’d been unfaithful with another man.
And if that was true, Joseph had the legal right to publicly accuse her and have her stoned to death.

It’s at this point that Joseph demonstrates his faithfulness, first to Mary and then, more importantly, to God.
According to Matthew, when Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant, he was “not willing to make her a
public example, intended to put her away secretly.” (Matthew 1:19)

Joseph was a man of quiet strength. He was a man of integrity, true to his convictions. Yet, he was
compassionate and considerate of others. He found himself in a no-win situation. He couldn’t in good
conscience go on with the wedding; yet, he couldn’t bring himself to humiliate Mary either, much less put
her to death. Breaking off the relation-ship, but not making a big deal of it, seemed to be the most honorable
thing to do, and if that’s what he had decided, we could understand and respect him as a man of faith.

But that’s not what happened. Matthew tells us Joseph had a dream in which an angel of the Lord appeared
to him and told him that the child in Mary’s womb was of the Holy Spirit and that he should raise the child as
if he was its own father. Now, it’d be tempting for us, reading the story some two thousand years after the
fact — knowing the rest of the story — simply to say, “Well, there you have it. The angel explained every-
thing and Joseph went ahead with the wedding. Simple as that.”

But — was it really that simple? We’ve all had dreams, haven’t we? And we know how bizarre and elusive
dreams can be. I don’t know many folks who make major life decisions based upon what they saw or heard
in adream. Do you? Yet, according to Matthew, Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the
Lord commanded. What’s truly remarkable is that Joseph didn’t brush off the dream. He didn’t stick with
his original course of action — the very logical decision to quietly break the betrothal and go on to live his life
without Mary.

Instead, Joseph chose to trust that the angel’s message really was a message from God. He chose to trust that
God was doing something different, and much greater, than Joseph had envisioned. So, Scripture says, he
“took Mary home as his wife, but he did not consummate the marriage until she gave birth to her firstborn
son.” (Matthew 1:25)

And then, in one further act of obedience to God, Joseph publicly named the child. Matthew says simply,
“he named him Jesus.” In so doing, he claimed the child as his own, placing him within the lineage of a
noble house, making him a descendent of King David. Because of the faithfulness of Joseph, Jesus would
have a father and Joseph would have a place in the story of God’s salvation.

To the world, the faithful obedience of Joseph may seem unrealistic or even foolish. But Joseph’s decision
will strike a familiar chord in the hearts of all followers of Jesus. Think about it: aren’t we —aren’t all
Christians -- called to let go of our own agendas, and embrace God’s plan for our lives?



How many times in life are we faced with a choice between “our way” and “God’s way”? You know what |
mean. It might not be something as dramatic as the choice faced by Joseph. But haven’t we all faced times
when the society around us tells us we have every RIGHT to do such-and-such .... but we know, deep in our
spirit, that God is calling us to take a different path, in order to serve a greater good, a greater purpose?

I’m not talking about being a doormat. I’m talking about being open to what God has in store for us and for
the world in which we live, when we say “Not my will, but Thine, be done.”

Let us pray ...



