
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 

Thank you to all who helped with our Community 

Thanksgiving dinner yesterday.   

 

There will be a Thanksgiving Eve Service at Adamsville 

Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, Nov. 25 @ 7:00 p.m.  

See more information on the bulletin board in the Annex.  

Masks required. 

 

Hanging of the Greens will be held on Friday, December 4, 

beginning at 6 p.m.   

 

The church office will be closed Thursday and Friday this 

week in observance of Thanksgiving.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Mike Henegan    

Counting the Offering:       Dave Volosin 

 

Deacon for November:   All Deacons - If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance please contact any of 

our Deacons.   

 

Organist today:   Nancy Reinhardt 

Worship Leader today: Abby Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                                
 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take 

a few moments in silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 136:1-4): 

One:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good:    

All:  His love endures forever. 

One: Give thanks to the God above all ‘gods’; 

All: His love endures forever. 

One: Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

All: His love endures forever. 

One: To him who alone does great wonders:   

All: His love endures forever!  

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 
 

November 22, 2020 

11/22 Betty Amon 

11/23 Shiane Mittelstadt 

11/26  Janeen Mihoci   

11/27  Dave Melton   

11/29 Linda Kappelt  
 

 



 

 

 

Hymn         #360 

“You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” 

 

Call to Confession   

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  

let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Loving God, you have given us 

so many good gifts!  Today we thank you for all of them, 

but we also confess that sometimes we love those gifts 

more than we love you.  We hunger for material 

possessions and thirst for worldly approval, forgetting 

that Jesus assures us that, as a good parent, you know all 

our needs.  Forgive us, Lord!   Help us to love you more 

than anything; to be truly thankful for all you provide; 

and to respond with glad hearts to Jesus’ call to seek first 

the Kingdom of God.   In Christ we pray;  Amen.        

 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One: The Lord is gracious and compassionate,  

All: slow to anger and abounding in love. 

One: To all who turn to him in repentance and faith, 

 Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

All: He also says:  “Come, follow me.” 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

   

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Lessons: Psalm 105:1-4 

Philippians 1:3-6 

 

Message:             Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“Being Thankful Even in 2020” 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn:       “Now Thank We All Our God”  #525 

 

*Benediction 

  

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

“God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

Postlude 

 
*Those who are able please stand. 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church          Pastor Sue Nageotte 
Sunday before Thanksgiving Day           November 22, 2020 
 

“Being Thankful Even in 2020” 
Psalm 105:1-4 & Philippians 1:3-6 

 
On the Sundays when I am not here with you, I generally visit one of the other churches in our area.   This Sunday past, 
Jim and I decided not to go out but, like many people are doing right now, we connected to a worship service online.   
And where we connected, is the East Main Presbyterian Church in Grove City, one of our sister ECO congregations.  By 
way of full disclosure, I want you to know that a good part of my message is based on Pastor Bill Hoffman’s sermon last 
Sunday.   I was very encouraged by his message, and I wanted to share it with you. 
 
Before we begin, let’s pray  [prayer for illumination] 
 
I don’t need to repeat the obvious, but I’m going to do it anyway:   the year 2020 has been a difficult and challenging 
year, hasn’t it?   We’ve had all the wrangling about the presidential election and protests around social justice issues, but 
what’s really thrown us for a loop is the corona virus.  Even if no one in your family or circle of close friends has had the 
virus – and that’s true for most of us in this area – nevertheless, COVID-19 has affected the way all of us “do life.”   It’s 
impacted how you go to school, how we work, how we go shopping … how people get together, the kinds of social and 
recreational activities we enjoy.    Community events like Pumpkin Fest and the fair were cancelled.  Even the way we 
worship has been impacted, right?       
 
As the pandemic has continued, there’s been a lot of confusion and controversy, made worse by voices that have picked 
up on our natural fears and amplified them for political purposes.   While the vote-casting is over, the arguing is not.   It’s 
been a tough, tough year … and it’s not done yet. 
 
 



What do we DO with this?   Well, we could hang our heads in defeat … but one of the important life skills that we all must 
learn is how to rise above life’s circumstances – the very real problems and challenges that can really get us discouraged 
if we allow them to … things that can keep us from living the flourishing life God wants us to have.    
 
I don’t mean to respond in a shallow, artificial way … like if you were to lose your job someone might say, “Well, look on 
the bright side!   At least you don’t have to buy those new tires to drive to work, and you can spend more time at home 
with your kids.”   Well, that might be true …  but you’re still out of work and now you are wondering how you’re going to 
make the car payment and feed the kids!  
 
We don’t have to engage in false optimism though, because as Christians, we have reasons to be grateful, thankful 
people even when difficult days come.  And Paul really does witness to that in his letter to the Philippians.  Despite the 
fact that Paul is writing this from a place of real personal difficulty.   This is one of Paul’s so-called “prison epistles.”   
There’s some uncertainty about which time Paul was in prison when he wrote this, because Paul was in prison several 
times, but the consensus is that this occurred rather near the end of his life, when he was under house arrest in Rome.   
It’s not like he was locked up in a dungeon with iron bars, eating moldy crusts of bread and fighting off the rats.  He was 
able to write letters and to have some visitors, but was still under arrest, waiting for a trial … expecting to be sentenced 
to death.  He’s NOT in a good place.   
 
One of the interesting things about this letter is that he is writing not only to church members, but to church leaders:  
overseers and deacons.   And after his initial greeting he writes this:   This is God’s word …  let’s read it together.   Paul 
says: 

I thank my God every time I remember you.   In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this:  that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 
I love the way Paul just piles on all these phrase overflowing with thanksgiving and gratitude.     “I thank my God every 
time I remember you … in all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy …”   And I’m reading this and I’m thinking, 
Really?   In ALL your prayers for ALL these people you ALWAYS pray with joy?  REALLY?!? 
 



But Paul was almost certainly using language the way we often do.  When we’re feeling particularly grateful, or 
particularly happy we sometimes express ourselves in an over-the-top way, don’t we?   For example ….  My mother-in-
law Mary Lou lives by herself in Meadville.   She doesn’t like to drive anymore so I go up to her house two or three times 
a week.   We go grocery shopping, run errands … and about once a week, we go out to lunch somewhere.  The thing 
about Mary Lou is, she’s so excited to get out of the house that she can be almost like a little kid.   A few weeks ago she 
ordered pork chops at the Cracker Barrel and she couldn’t stop talking about them.   “OH these are SO DELICIOUS, these 
are absolutely the BEST pork chops I have EVER HAD!   MMMMM this has been the most WONDERFUL meal, I can’t 
BELIEVE how GOOD everything is!”     Over the top, right?   Yes; but in a sweet, good hearted way. 
 
So maybe Paul was doing a little of that.   And if he was – if he was exaggerating a little in his enthusiasm, one has to ask, 
“What’s it for?  Why is he doing that?  What’s the point?”   Well, the point is that he really does love and appreciate these 
people … AND, his situation of being in prison doesn’t hinder him from recognizing and appreciating the wonderful 
relationship he has with them.  Not only can he appreciate that relationship; he’s going to celebrate by expressing an 
abundance of gratitude and joy.    
 
And in verse 5, Paul lays out the reason for his joy.   He says it is  

“because of our fellowship in the gospel …” 
Elsewhere in the New Testament, that word “partnership” is almost always translated as fellowship.  But it doesn’t mean, 
get together over coffee and donuts.  The Greek word is koinonia, you may have heard it before, and in common usage – 
that is, outside the church – it means to share something in common with someone – something that connects people, 
something of mutual importance. 
 
And what Paul says connects them is the GOSPEL!   The good news of Jesus!   Being forgiven of our sin, becoming children 
of God through him, following Jesus’ teaching and living a new kind of life that takes us beyond our own personal 
interests.    It’s something MORE than having a friendly atmosphere at church for an hour or two on a Sunday morning.  
He's talking about being united with other people in a partnership, that draws us together around the most important 
things in life.  The most important things in THIS life, and the life to come.   
 
 



And then in verse 6, we find this line that is just so comforting and encouraging: 
“being confident of this:  that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.” 

 
When Paul says “began” he might be thinking of when the Ephesians first heard about Jesus and received him as their 
savior, but he might be thinking even earlier than that, when God began to work in their hearts and lives and 
circumstances so that WHEN they heard about Jesus, they would be receptive.    And you notice, Paul didn’t talk about his 
own role in any of this.  In some other places he talks about his teaching and witnessing, but not here.  So, who is the 
“he” that Paul is referring to?   That’s right - it’s GOD! 
 
It's God who began this good work in them, and it’s God who is going to carry it on to completion, until Jesus returns.  
And this is SO encouraging, especially in times of difficulty.   Because sometimes we get this notion as Christians that yes, 
it’s by God’s grace that we are saved … but everything after that is up to US.  We are saved by grace but then we’ve got to 
buckle down and work really hard at being a good disciple, right? 
As though spiritual growth comes through sweat.   But that’s wrong … SO wrong!  The same one who brings us to faith in 
Jesus, is the same one who grows and changes us to become more LIKE Jesus.   And that’s incredibly good news.   
Because if it’s up to ME to make myself grow spiritually …  if it’s all up to me, on my shoulders and my efforts, to help our 
church community become more like Jesus … ?   Well, then things like a pandemic or disagreements about whether it’s 
really necessary to wear masks, or wishing we could go back to happier days when we had a choir and full Sunday school 
classes … well, things like that could steal our confidence and joy and make us stop right in our tracks. 
 
But if it’s GOD --  if it’s God who brings us to faith and God who makes us grow to become more like Jesus – well, God is 
bigger than our life circumstances, bigger even than any pandemic, right?   So not only are life’s challenges NOT going to 
stop him … but they might even be the occasion by which God does his good work in us. 
 
[PAUSE]    As we come to the end of our time together this morning, let me suggest just a couple of things we can take 
away this morning --  things for which we can be deeply thankful.    One is that if you are a follower of Christ, if you are 
part of a church community, you have a group of people with whom you are united around the most important things in 
life.  And that is no small thing.   Deep inside us, we all have a need to connect with other people.   The question 



becomes, “on what basis do we do that?”  For a lot of people, the answer is “my family.”   And families often do provide 
some of the koinonia that Paul is talking about here … but not always.     
 
Aside from family, we often try to connect with other people around common interests  - hobbies … music … politics … 
sports.    But those connections only go so far.  I recently heard about a woman who lived way out in the country 
somewhere in rural Texas or maybe it was Tennessee.  Anyway, she got sick and wasn’t able to drive to town, and she 
said she nearly starved to death because no stores would deliver out where she lived and she didn’t know anyone to call 
for groceries.   I think about how awful it was that she wasn’t able to get food -- but how much worse, that she didn’t 
have any kind of support system.   What a blessing it is, to be part of a church community where people notice, people 
care, people make phone calls & offer to bring groceries & pray for you.  And think what an opportunity WE have, to 
extend that kind of personal connection and caring to other people.  To care for them, because Jesus cares. 
 
The second take-away … comes in that final verse, where Paul says:   “[I am] confident of this:  that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”    If you are a follower of Christ …  if God has begun 
a good work in you, has forgiven your sin and is working to make you more like Jesus … if God is shaping your values, your 
attitudes, your character …  well, guess what?   He doesn’t put that work on hold because your school has had to go 
online.  Or because we can’t get together for the big annual Thanksgiving supper we usually have.   Or because we are 
tired of having to wear masks and keep social distance.   God doesn’t stop working in us! 
 
We may not always see what he is doing, but he IS at work, and has promised to CONTINUE that work and bring it to 
COMPLETION. 
 
This is cause for great thanksgiving, even in a year like 2020.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Let us pray … 

 


