
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 

Operation  Christmas Child shoeboxes are to be returned 

by Sunday, November 22.   

 

We still have some items needed for our next Community 

Dinner, which will be our Thanksgiving dinner.  Please 

check the countertop in the annex.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Mike Henegan    

Counting the Offering:       Dave Volosin 

 

Deacon for November:   All Deacons - If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance please contact any of 

our Deacons.   

 

Organist today:   Cindy Loveridge 

Worship Leader today:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                                

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take 

a few moments in silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 57:9-11): 

One:  I will praise you, O Lord, wherever you lead me;    

All:  I will lift up your name to everyone I meet.   

One: For your love reaches higher than the heavens; 

All: You are more faithful than all we can imagine. 

One: May your name be lifted up by every heart and 

mind and voice,   

All: For you alone are God, and yours is the Name 

above all other names!  

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 

 

November 8, 2020 

11/05 Ron McClimans  

11/09 August Reese 

11/15  Terrance Carr 

11/19 Caitlin Robbins 

  
 

 

 



*Songs            “Jesus, Name Above All Names”  

       “More Precious Than Silver”    

 

Jesus, name above all names 

beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 

Emmanuel, God is with us, 

blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 

 

Lord, you are more precious than silver. 

Lord, you are more costly than gold. 

Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, 

and nothing I desire compares to you. 

         (repeat, beginning at top)     
CCLI License #1509999 

 

Call to Confession   

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  

let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Mighty and merciful God, you 

have called us to be followers of Jesus Christ and to tell 

others the great Good News of your forgiveness and 

grace.  We confess that we have not always lived up to 

our calling.  We have been timid disciples, anxious about 

resources, fearful of making mistakes, inattentive to your 

Spirit within us.  O God, forgive our sins and our 

wavering faith, we pray, and fill us with fresh courage to 

follow the Way of Christ in every aspect of our lives.  We 

ask this in Jesus' name and for Your glory. Amen.  
   
Assurance of Pardon:   

One:     Friends, hear the Good News:  The Lord is merciful 

and gracious, 

All: Slow to anger and abounding in love. 

One: By God’s mercy in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven;  

All: In Christ we are set free.  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

   

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Lesson:        Matthew 25: 1-13    

 

Message:         “Ten”  Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn:      “I Know Whom I Have Believed” #631 

 

*Benediction 

  

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

“God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

Postlude              

 

 
 

*Those who are able please stand. 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 
November 8, 2020 

“Ten” 
Matthew 25: 1-13 

 
Considering the change from Daylight Saving Time and the snow-storm last week, it isn’t 
hard to tell we are drawing close to the end of the year.   In just a few short weeks, we will 
enter the church season called Advent.   Advent is a kind of “leaning forward” in 
anticipation of that special day – Christmas – when we celebrate Jesus’ birth.     
 
But as most of you know, the earliest Christians didn’t celebrate Christmas – and they 
didn’t celebrate Advent the way we do, either.  For them, every day was an “Advent” day – 
a day of waiting and watching in eager anticipation for the SECOND coming of Christ.    In 
the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 24, verse 3, we learn that Jesus’ disciples asked him, 
“When will this happen?  And what will be the signs of your coming?” 
 
Jesus answer takes up more than two whole chapters!   I encourage you to read it for 
yourself, sometime in the next few days.  Matthew Chapter 24 & 25.  Basically, Jesus says:  
“Nobody knows when it’s going to happen – not the angels, not even the Son.  Only the 
Father knows.  So don’t waste your effort trying to figure out the day or the time of my 
return.  But I tell you this:  It’s going to happen suddenly, so be watchful!” 
 
Then Jesus gives them some examples from everyday life so they would have an idea what 
to expect.   Two men will be working in a field; one will be taken, and the other will be left.   
Two women will be grinding grain; one will be taken, and the other will be left.   A wealthy 
man goes on a journey, leaving one of his servants in charge.  Will that servant be diligent 
and faithful during his master’s absence?  Or will the servant instead become irresponsible 
– or even begin treating the other servants harshly?    
 
Jesus gave another example, found in today’s Gospel reading.  Let us hear now the Word 
of God in Matthew, chapter 21, verses 1 – 13.    [read the full passage]  
 This is the Word of the Lord;   (response)  Thanks be to God. 
 
Few human events are so heavily laden with both anxiety and hope as a wedding.  It’s true 
for the engaged couple, but also for their parents.   Families invest a great deal – time, 
money, energy – in the wedding festivities.  It’s not uncommon to spend months of 
preparation so that everything will be just right;  but despite our efforts, things can go 
wrong.  Important details can be overlooked.   Let me share a story.   I may have told it 
before, but it perfectly illustrates my point.     
 
Many years ago, my husband and I were invited to a wedding at a church about a half hour 



drive from the home of the bride’s parents.   That home was also the place the bride and 
bridesmaids had spent all morning getting ready.   When the wedding party got to the 
church, they realized (to their horror) that all of the dresses had been left in the spare 
bedroom.   So, the bride’s father grabbed his car keys and headed back to the house. 
 
You can imagine the scene at the church:   the bride and bridesmaids in her special 
dressing room … the groom and his friends in another part of the building … wedding 
guests gathering in the sanctuary … the organist valiantly playing every piece she can think 
of …. and the mother of the bride and the pastor going back and forth, trying to reassure 
everyone.    It seemed like an eternity before the church phone rang.  “Okay, I’ve got the 
dresses!” the father said.  “Can you think of anything else you need at the house?”  
   
That was a key question because all this happened back before anyone had a cell phone.  
There was a quick consultation.  “No, Dad,” said his daughter, “just hurry back as soon as 
you can!”   The bride sent one of her friends out to let everyone know the dresses were on 
the way and they would soon be ready to proceed.   What a relief!    
 
But … what to do while they were waiting?   The groom asked the pastor if they might use 
at least a little of time by filling out the wedding certificate.   

And that’s when they realized the marriage license was also back at the house.  
Yes, despite all the planning, things can go wrong.   Important details can be overlooked. 
 
Weddings in first century Palestine didn’t require a marriage license, but they did involve a 
marriage contract and a great deal of preparation.  In his Daily Bible Study series, William 
Barclay says that weddings were a time of great festivity, and often involved the entire 
village.  Guests assembled at the home of the bride and were entertained by her parents, 
while everyone waited for the bridegroom.   
 
Part of the fun was that, unlike today’s weddings, back then no one knew exactly when the 
groom would arrive.  He had to make sure the new home was ready and all his business 
obligations were in order so he could dedicate the next few weeks to his bride. And when 
the groom finally set out for the place she was waiting, his friends created obstacles, trying 
to delay him as a joke.  So the groom might arrive in mid-afternoon …  he might arrive at 
sundown … and he might not come until hours later.  Because nobody knew for sure when 
he would get there, one of the bride’s brothers was appointed to keep watch and let 
everyone know when they finally saw him coming.   
 
Meanwhile, the bride’s friends – usually unmarried young women, ‘bridesmaids’ in the 
parable – formed a special welcoming party.  Their job was to greet the bridegroom at the 
village gate and escort him to the home of the bride.  That gave her a few minutes to 
gather her things and get ready to go.   And then --  the long-awaited moment, when the 



groom arrived and took his bride by the hand.  Then the two of them led a parade of joyful 
well-wishers, singing and dancing through the village to a banqueting hall where the 
marriage contract was finalized and the wedding feast began.    
 
Jesus said that when the Son of Man returns, it will be just like this kind of wedding.  
Everyone knows it’s going to happen;  the invitations were sent out a long time in advance.  
The bride is filled with anticipation, and ten young women have been given the honor of 
meeting the bridegroom.  They know it could be late when he arrives, so they all take 
lamps to light the way.  Five of them, though, do something more.   They (but only they) 
bring along extra jars of oil “just in case.”   Then all ten bridesmaids settle down near the 
city gate waiting to welcome their friend’s husband-to-be.   
 
It’s been a very long day and, try as they might, they can’t keep their eyes open.   All ten 
are snoozing when a voice cries out, “Look!  The bridegroom is here!  Come to meet him!”   
They immediately get up and trimmed their lamps … and it’s only NOW, at this point, when 
five of them realize they are almost out of oil.   Off they rush, trying to find more.  
Meanwhile the bridegroom arrives, the wedding party goes into the banquet hall with the 
five bridesmaids who WERE prepared … and then the doors are SHUT.  Later, the other five 
arrive … but even though they beg to come in, the bridegroom refuses, saying, “Truly, I do 
not know you.”     
 
Jesus tells his disciples very plainly that five were wise and five were foolish.    Jesus tells 
his disciples – that means us, too! --  he tells us,  “Therefore, be watchful!  For you do not 
know the day nor the hour [of my return].”    So what are we to make of this parable?   
How do we apply it to our own daily lives, in the year 2020 and beyond?   
 
To begin with, let’s think about what was different between the five young women Jesus 
called “wise” and the five he said were “foolish.”   What we discover is that there was 
almost NO difference.   All ten of them knew far ahead of time that there was going to be a 
wedding.  All ten of them knew in advance that they’d have the honor of welcoming the 
bridegroom.   All ten of them went out with lamps;  all ten were waiting and watching.  It 
doesn’t appear that any became impatient or discouraged at the wait.  None of them 
complained.  None of them gave up and went home.  It’s true they all got drowsy; all ten 
fell asleep.  But when the shout came:  “He is coming!” every one of them woke up 
immediately.   The only difference – the ONLY difference – is that the “wise” maidens 
brought extra oil so they were ready at the gate when the bridegroom arrived.   
 
Whatever that oil represents – whatever “oil” is needed so that our lamps will be burning 
brightly on the day of Christ’s return – it is something the Lord reasonably expects each of 
his people to possess.     
 



I’d like to suggest three possibilities … no, really, three ESSENTIALS, as we look forward to 
the day when Jesus returns.   
 
First and most foundational:   an authentic personal relationship with Jesus Christ, in which 
you have asked Jesus to be your Lord and Savior.  Jesus has extended you an invitation to 
be part of the great wedding banquet when he returns in glory to receive his Bride, the 
Church.   Have you accepted Jesus’ invitation? 
 
Second, what the famous Reformed theologian Karl Barth calls “continuous conversion.”  
This involves being willing to let God shine his light into the dark and hidden areas of your 
life …. being willing to admit weakness and repent of sin … being willing to allow God to 
transform your attitudes and behaviors.  The Bride of Christ is to be pure and holy, lovely 
in every way.  We do not accomplish such transformation by our own strength, but by 
cooperating with the Holy Spirit as God purifies and refines us. 
 
Lastly, Max Lucado suggests that while you are waiting for Christ’s return … make time 
every day to think about the fact that Jesus loves you, he cherishes you, he LONGS for you.   
Isaiah 62:5 says, “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over 
you.”  The bridegroom may be long in coming, but his love for you is higher than the 
highest heavens, deeper than the deepest ocean, and purer than the purest gold.   
 
While we are waiting …. let Jesus love you.  Love him back.   Tell others about your love, 
about Jesus’ kindness and goodness, his mercy and comfort and strength.  And let your 
light shine brightly, as you eagerly watch for the day of his return. 
 
Amen?   Amen. 

 


