
MAJESTY 
 

Majesty, worship His majesty, 

unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority 

flow from His throne unto His own; 

His anthem raise. 

 

So exalt, lift up on high, the Name of Jesus. 

Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King! 

 

Majesty, worship His majesty; 

Jesus who died, now glorified, 

King of all kings! 
words & music by Jack Hayford;  

CCLI song # 1527 
CCLI License #1509999 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
All Saints Sunday is November 1.  We plan on that Sunday to 

lift up the names of members and loved ones of the 

congregation who have passed from this life into their eternal 

home in 2019 and 2020.  So that we will not miss anyone, 

please notify the church office no later than October 28 and 

provide their full name and month & year of death if known. 

 

October  Sunday Duties: 
Close-Up:       Bud Owen    

Counting the Offering:       Tom Walker 

 
Deacon for October:   Linda Kappelt - If you know of anyone in 

the hospital or in need of assistance please contact Linda @ 814-573-

6889 
 

Organist today:   Cindy Loveridge 

Worship Leader today: Jennifer Arnett 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                                

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take 

a few moments in silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship: 

One:  Sing joyful songs to God, our Savior.  

All:  Rejoice in the Lord, who has set us free.  

One:  Let all creation proclaim God’s goodness!  

All:  Sing praise to God, the Lord of all.    
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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with 

gladness;  come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 
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*Hymn                          “Majesty”   

(sing twice; see lyrics on back) 
 

Call to Confession   

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Eternal and merciful God, we 

are sorry for all the ways we turn from you.  You call, but 

we do not listen.  You show us your path, but we prefer to 

do things our own way.  Forgive us for the wrong we have 

done and the good we have failed to do.  Forgive us for 

paying more heed to worldly voices and distractions than 

to your Word and your Presence. Forgive us our anxieties 

about the future, and remind us that you rule over all 

things and are able to do more than we could ever ask or 

even begin to imagine.  Yes, Lord, remind us, and by your 

Spirit help us to walk in your paths and bring honor to 

your name.  Through Christ we pray;  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon:             

One:     Friends, hear and believe this assurance from Scripture:   

 the Lord is gracious and compassionate,  

All: slow to anger and abounding in love. 

One: Through Christ, all our sins are washed clean and 

forgotten, 

All: And we are set free to live a new and joyful life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.   Praise be to God!  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

Scripture Lesson:    Matthew 22: 34-40 

               Leviticus 19: 9-18 

 

Message:     “Neighborliness -- Revisited”     Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 

 

*Closing Hymn:               “Make Me a Blessing”                 #473 

 

*Benediction 

  

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

“God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

Postlude    

       

*Those who are able please stand



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 
October 25, 2020 

“Neighborliness - Revisited” 
Matthew 22: 34 - 40 

 
The writers of the four Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John – all agree that people 
loved to ask Jesus questions.   Some of those questions were sincere – like the many times 
the disciples asked him to explain a parable, or the rich young man who asked “Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”   
 
But the Gospels also agree that many of the questions came from religious “experts” 
seeking to test him.  That in itself wasn’t unusual.  Rabbis and scribes routinely asked each 
other questions about the Law in a kind of friendly competition.  But Jesus often answered 
in unexpected ways, which made the religious leaders very uncomfortable – even 
threatened.   Over time, their questions changed from testing his knowledge of the Law, to 
trying to set a trap.  They were hoping Jesus would say something they could use against 
him. 
 
Matthew Chapters 21 & 22 include a series of such efforts.    Last week we heard how the 
Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap him by asking whether it was right to pay the 
imperial head tax.  Jesus replied that we should “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, 
and give back to God what belongs to God.”   Then came a test by the Sadducees, asking 
about marriage relationships in heaven – which couldn’t have been a serious question, 
since Sadducees didn’t even believe in life after death!!    And Jesus told them they didn’t 
really know the Scriptures and they didn’t know the power of God.  There WOULD be a 
resurrection, he said, but it wouldn’t include marriage as we know it during this life. 
 
Test after test, Jesus outwits his challengers.  He gives unexpected answers and tells 
parables that put them in a bad light.   By now, the religious leaders are getting really 
frustrated … which brings us to the passage Jennifer read a little while ago.   
 
Verse 34:  “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.”  
It might be more accurate to say, ‘the Pharisees got together again.”   And one of them, an 
expert in the law, tested him by asking “which is the greatest commandment in the law?”   
The Pharisees listening in to Jesus that day would  not be at all surprised when he 
answered by quoting part of Judaism’s most ancient and fundamental statement of belief, 
known as the Shema.    That is a Hebrew word meaning “hear” or “listen” -- but it means 
more than just receiving sound-waves.   Shema also means “Pay attention!  Listen up!”   It 
is found in Deuteronomy Chapter 6, and it goes like this:  “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.” 



 
Jesus changes the last word, substituting “strength” for “mind.”   Otherwise this is a direct 
quote, and as safe an answer as could possibly be.   How could any of the Pharisees 
possibly argue with his choice of the Shema as the “first and greatest” commandment? 
 
But Jesus doesn’t stop there.   Instead he gives his listeners something they don’t expect.   
He was asked to name the greatest commandment (JUST one) and he does.  But then he 
adds a second commandment:   “Love your neighbor as yourself,”  saying it is “like the 
first” meaning, “alike in importance.”   And, astonishingly, he asserts that the Law and the 
Prophets hang on the two commandments he has named.      
 
The image is one of fruit hanging from a branch, or – perhaps better still -- a gate hanging 
from its hinges.   Jesus seems to be saying that without those two foundational command-
ments, all the rest lose their meaning – don’t function properly.  If you have a gate with 
two hinges and one of those hinges is missing or broken, the gate doesn’t work right.    
 
“On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”   It doesn’t sound like a 
controversial statement, does it?   But to the Pharisees, once it sank in it might have felt 
like their legs were chopped right out from under them.    
 
Remember, the Pharisees were meticulous about keeping every command in the Law of 
Moses – more than 600 of them!   They thought about those commandments all the time 
… set up extra guidelines so they could be sure to carefully keep every aspect of God’s law.   
To a certain extent, their religious universe revolved around rules and regulations.  They 
did it out of respect for God, devotion to God, yes, but their whole focus was on knowing 
and keeping the commandments.   But Jesus said, that was a skewed way of looking at 
things.  The real basis, the real foundation, was love:   love for God, and loving one’s 
neighbor as oneself.  
 
I mentioned earlier, that the Shema was Judaism’s most ancient and fundamental 
statement of faith.    The command “love your neighbor as yourself” was also ancient and 
well known  Leviticus 19, verse 18.   Jesus quotes this verse three times in the Gospel of 
Matthew.   And a fourth time, worded slightly differently, in the Sermon the Mount when 
he says “In everything do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up 
the Law and the Prophets.”   
Leviticus 19:9-18 provides some specific examples of what we ought NOT do, if we love our 
neighbor.    Now, we could go through that section line by line and examine what those 
commandments might look like played out in today’s culture, in today’s society.   In fact, 
that was my original sermon plan.   I wrote a couple of pages about that before I realized I 
was way, WAY off target.   
  



Why?  Because examining individual commandments would be going in exactly 
 the wrong direction – taking the wrong approach. 
 
Let me see if I can explain.   Remember with me, that the man who stood up to test Jesus 
was a Pharisee.   All his training, all his background, was focused on knowing and obeying 
the commandments.   His was a true if rather ‘mechanical’ faith. 
 
He would not have been surprised to hear Jesus naming the Shema as the greatest 
commandment.   It was, after all, the foundational statement of the Jewish faith.   There 
may have been a moment of surprise when Jesus offered that second commandment 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”    But this, too, was a well-known quotation from 
Scripture.    No concern there.   But I wonder … I wonder what that Pharisee thought, what 
he felt, when Jesus tied the two together?     Went even further, saying that all the law and 
the prophets hung from those two?     
 
Did his heart yearn to trust Jesus’ statement that the most important thing was God’s 
over-arching rule of love?  Did he begin to believe that Jesus was indeed the promised 
Messiah?   Some Pharisees did trust in Christ, you know.  Some members of the ruling 
council became followers of Jesus, though they kept it secret.   Most of the Jewish leaders, 
however, continued to see Jesus as a threat who must be silenced.       
 
As a religious sect, the Pharisees put up strict boundaries of behavior.  They sought to put 
limits on who they must accept as a neighbor.  Jesus puts both these commandments 
together because they belong together.   For all their study, the Pharisees did not realize 
the foundation of their religion was love, because the true nature of God is love.  God 
loves ALL his creation, even the parts of creation that have been marred by sin.    
 
It is for this very reason that Jesus came into the world:   to show us the depth of God’s 
love, and to take upon himself the penalty for our sin so that we might be reconciled to the 
Father.    And when, after his death & resurrection, Jesus returned to the Father, he sent to 
us the gift of the Holy Spirit, to remind the Church of the truth and to lead us … help us … 
to stir in us the desire to love ALL our neighbors as we love ourselves --  or, better yet, to 
love our neighbors as Christ loves us all.                Let us pray  
 


