
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

We will celebrate the Lord's Supper next Sunday, September 6, 

2020 

 

Regular hours of worship will resume on Sunday, September 13.  

Worship will begin at 11:00 a.m.  Watch for announcements 

regarding Sunday School classes to resume. 

 

 

 

 

August Sunday Duties: 
Close-Up:       Dave Volosin    

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for August:   Carol Henegan  If you know of anyone in 

the hospital or in need of assistance please contact Carol @ 724-932-

3854. 

 

September Sunday Duties: 
Close-Up:       Janeen Mihoci    

Counting the Offering:       Dave Volosin 

 

Deacon for September:   Linda Kappelt  If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance please contact Carol @ 814-

573-6889 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                                

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take 

a few moments in silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship  

One:  Praise the Lord, O my soul!  Rejoice and praise 

 his wonderful name!  

All:  Clap your hands, all you people, and shout to God 

with songs of joy. 

One:  Blessed are they whose hope is in the Lord,  

All:  His love endures forever and his promises never 

fail.  Come, let us worship the Lord! 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with 

gladness;  come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 

 

August 30, 2020 

09/08 Marvin Bonam  

09/15 Elizabeth Love 

09/21 Suzanne College  

09/26 Barb Owen 

09/28 Tim White   

09/29 Betty McCormick 



 

 

 

 

*Hymn            “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”            # 228 
 

Call to Confession   

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Merciful God, you love us so 

much that your only Son, Jesus Christ, came into the 

world to rescue us from sin and darkness.  Yet we confess 

that we do not always live as children of the Light.  

Where we have sinned, forgive us.  Where we have 

resisted your will, correct us;  where we are weak, 

strengthen us.  And in your mercy, help us to forgive 

ourselves and one another for past mistakes and 

misdeeds, that we may live freely and serve joyfully in the 

new life you have promised through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.   

 

Assurance of Pardon:             

One:     Scripture assures us that as far as the east is from the 

west, 

 so far has God removed our transgressions from us;  

All: not because of who we are or what we have done, but 

 because Jesus paid the penalty for our sin.  

One: Let us joyfully proclaim the Good News:   

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live 

 a new life in him.   Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Lesson:     Acts 3:1-16, 4:1-22      

 

Message:      “The One and Only”          Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn:           “In Christ Alone”               See next page 
 

*Benediction 

  

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

“God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

Postlude    
      *Those who are able please stand



IN CHRIST ALONE 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the pow'r of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

'Til He returns or calls me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand 

 

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

'Til He returns or calls me home 

Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand 

 
  CCLI License #1509999 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 
August 30, 2020 
 

“The One and Only” 
Acts 3: 1-16, 4:1-22 

 

In Acts chapter 3, verses 1 through 16, we read of the healing of a man who was lame from 

birth.   It is the first healing recorded in Scripture after Jesus ascended into heaven … the 

first after the Holy Spirit came to rest upon the disciples.  This is what happened: 

[this is a summary, not word-for-word, so you will want to read it for yourself later]     

 

One afternoon, Peter and John went up to the temple in Jerusalem to pray.   As they 

approached the entrance, they saw a man who had been lame from birth being carried to 

the temple so that he could beg from those who passed by.   When he saw Peter and John 

about to enter, he asked them for money.   [Now I would imagine that a lot of people just 

passed right by, ignoring that man.  So it wouldn’t surprise me if he expected them to do the 

same thing.]    

 

Peter and John, however, stopped  --  and they looked right at him! --  so the beggar thought 

they were going to give him something.  And when Peter saw that he had the man’s full 

attention, he said: 

“Silver and gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you:  in the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, walk!”    

Taking the man by the hand, he helped him stand up; and immediately his crippled feet and 

ankles became straight and strong. 

 

The man jumped up, rejoicing, and together they went into the temple.  [Now in those days, 

people who were crippled were considered to have displeased God, so this man had never 

been permitted to enter the inner courts of the temple before].  And now he was walking 

and jumping and praising God in a loud voice – and crowds of people came running from all 

over to see what had happened.  They recognized him as the very same man who used to sit 

at the gate and beg … and they were filled with amazement. 

 

Then Peter said to the crowd, “Why does this surprise you?  The God of Israel has glorified 

Jesus … whom you rejected and turned over to be killed, but God raised him from the dead.   

We are witnesses of this!   …  It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has 



given this man complete healing.” 

 

Then the whole crowd listened intently as Peter went on to explain that Jesus was the long-

awaited Messiah, the Holy One who had come in fulfillment of God’s promise -- and that 

even his suffering and death had been foretold by the prophets.  

 

Let’s turn back to the Bible, now, and find out what happens next.  [read Acts 4: 1-7] 

 

When Peter and John set out that afternoon, they never imagined what lay ahead.   Now 

God has done something wonderful -- through them!   and everyone is excited about the 

healing of the man who had been lame his whole life. 

 

Everyone, that is, except the temple authorities.  They were greatly disturbed to hear the 

apostles teaching the people and proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection.   The guards haul the two 

men away and put them in a jail cell for the night.   In the morning, Peter and John are 

brought before the Sanhedrin – the Jewish high court.   The rulers and elders and teachers of 

the law are there, together with Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas and other members of 

the high priestly family. 

 

The contrast is striking.   The two apostles are unschooled, ordinary, humble fishermen with 

no wealth and no special standing in the community.  The members of the high court are 

well-known, highly respected officials with powerful political connections.   Luke writes all 

this, to overwhelm us in reading the account.   It must have overwhelmed poor Peter and 

John as well.    

 

Then the court begins to question them:  “By what power or authority have you done these 

things?”    “These things” refers to more than just the healing;  it refers also to their teaching 

about Jesus.   The implication is that rough fishermen from the Galilee couldn’t possibly 

know what they are talking about.   Someone must have put them up to it. 

 

And considering that not so long ago, Jesus himself had been arrested and stood before this 

same court – Jesus, who was then condemned to die – Peter and John were in serious 

trouble indeed.    Then a strange thing happens.   Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit.   He isn’t 

afraid of the powerful men before him.  He doesn’t deny his Lord as he had done three times 

after Jesus was arrested.  No;  Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit and he answers the 

Sanhedrin with clarity and boldness.   [Read verses 8b-22]   



 

What Peter had to say that day shocked and amazed his listeners.   The rulers badly wanted 

to discredit him -- make him out a liar – but there was the healed man himself – standing 

before them!   The miracle could not be denied.     So instead, the Sanhedrin ordered the 

apostles not speak or teach any longer in the name of Jesus. 

But Peter and John were not afraid; they would not be silenced.   “We must do what is right 

in the sight of God,” they said “for we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and 

heard.”  After further threats the high court had to let them go, since all the people were 

praising God for what had happened. 

 

The elders and the chief priests and the other religious authorities recognized  that Peter 

and John were “unschooled, ordinary men”  (v13).    They had no special training in theology 

or public speaking.    But John and Peter had what those authorities lacked.  They had the 

confidence that came from a close ongoing relationship with Jesus.  And they had the power 

of the Holy Spirit, who filled them with courage and gave words of Truth with which to 

answer their questioners:   

“It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who was crucified but whom God raised 

from the dead, that this man [who was born lame] stands before you fully healed …  

Salvation is found in no one else [but Jesus], for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men and women by which we must be saved.” 

 

NO other name.    This offends many people.   It sounds so … narrow.    Our society asks that 

we respect other religious beliefs and traditions.   And – you may argue with me on this – I 

don’t object to that.   I believe that we SHOULD respect other people, for each and every 

person on earth was created by God and is deserving of our respect.    

 

But respecting a person does not mean we must appreciate whatever that person DOES. 

and respecting a person doesn’t mean we must embrace whatever they BELIEVE.   Nor 

should we allow another person to undermine our knowledge, our trust, in the Truth.  And I 

mean, truth with a capital T. 

 

The declaration that salvation is found only in Christ Jesus does not spring from any human 

authority.   It comes from the Bible itself.  Acts 4:8 tells us that Peter was filled with the Holy 

Spirit when he proclaimed this truth to the Jewish high court.  And Jesus himself said (in 

John 14:6),  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me.”     



 

The over-arching theme of the Old Testament is that there is one God, who created us and 

cares for us and from the very beginning had a plan to save us from sin and restore us to a 

right relationship with God.  The over-arching theme of the New Testament is that there is 

one Messiah – one Savior – Jesus the Christ.    Only Jesus is the Spirit-begotten Son of God;  

only Jesus lived a sinless life;  only Jesus died on the cross;  only Jesus was raised from the 

dead and returned to his Father in heaven; only Jesus will return in glory to put an end to all 

that is evil in this world. 

So, is Jesus the only name by which men (and women) may be saved?   I am fully persuaded 

the answer is YES.    At the same time … I must say, “YES, but …” 

 

Classic Christianity, studying both Old and New Testaments passages, has concluded that 

God has eternally existed as ONE God in three Persons, whom Scripture names Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.   All around the globe … in all creation … there has been and will only ever be 

ONE true God.   There are malicious powers, empty idols and false gods … but only ONE God 

who created us … only one God who sustains us … only one God who saves us … one God 

who helps us to live new and meaningful lives.      

 

I don’t mean one being who puts on different “faces”  like an actor might put on different 

costumes, or one “senior” God with two “deputy-assistant” Gods.    I mean only one, yet 

mysteriously three.  Our minds can’t fully comprehend this mystery; it is literally more than 

we can wrap our minds around.    

 

Does salvation come only through Jesus Christ – the only-begotten Son of God?   Absolutely.    

Anyone who believes there may be a way of salvation that does NOT involve Jesus, is – 

knowingly or unknowingly – rejecting the Christian belief in the Trinity.     “BUT …”   what 

about those who never heard the name of Jesus?   is it possible for them to be saved?      

 

Christians through the centuries have differed on this question.   I believe the answer is YES, 

even those who know nothing of Jesus.  Yes … BUT an explanation is in order.      

 

I believe it is fully possible for the Triune God to reach out and touch the heart of a man or 

woman in some remote corner of the world, so that person recognizes God’s existence and 

their need for forgiveness.   I believe it is possible for the Holy Spirit to prompt that person 

to cry out, “God, have mercy on me!”  and for the Triune God to wash away that person’s sin 

with the precious blood of Jesus.    



 

So yes, God can most certainly save someone who has never heard the name of Jesus … but 

only Christ’s death paid the penalty for our sin; only in Christ’s resurrection is death 

vanquished and the gate of heaven opened to those who will believe.    In Christ, the one 

and only – the only-begotten Son of God; the only Savior. 

 

In a few moments, we are going to be singing a song titled, “In Christ Alone.”   I hope you 

will meditate on the truth of this hymn, and let the words sink deeply into your heart and 

mind and soul.     And now, let us pray …     

 

 


