
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Our next community dinner is Sat. August 15, 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.  

We will be hosting a picnic style dinner with social distancing 

observed and take-out available.  Please RSVP to the church 

office if you would like a take-out dinner. 

 

The local mission project will take place August 10, 11 & 12. 

For additional information please contact Tom Walker. 

 

Nurture Committee will meet on Wed., August 19 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

August Sunday Duties: 
Close-Up:       Dave Volosin    

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for August:   Carol Henegan  If you know of 

anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance please contact 

Carol @ 724-932-3854. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                                

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take 

a few moments in silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 57:9-11) 

One:  I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations.  

All: I will lift up your name to all the people. 

One:  For your unfailing love is as high as the heavens; 

All:  Your faithfulness reaches to the sky. 

One: Be exalted, Lord God, above the highest heavens; 

All: Let your glory shine over all the earth, for you alone 

are God:  yours is the Name above all names. 
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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 
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*Songs            “Jesus, Name Above All Names”  

       “More Precious Than Silver”    

 

Jesus, name above all names 

beautiful Savior, glorious Lord. 

Emmanuel, God is with us, 

blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 

 

Lord, you are more precious than silver. 

Lord, you are more costly than gold. 

Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds, 

and nothing I desire compares to you. 

         (repeat, beginning at top)     
CCLI License #1509999 

 

Call to Confession   

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  

let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Mighty and merciful God, you 

have called us to be followers of Jesus Christ and to tell 

others the great Good News of your forgiveness and 

grace.  We confess that we have not always lived up to 

our calling.  We have been timid disciples, anxious about 

resources, fearful of making mistakes, inattentive to your 

Spirit within us.  O God, forgive our sins and our 

wavering faith, we pray, and fill us with fresh courage to 

follow the Way of Christ in every aspect of our lives.  We 

ask this in Jesus' name and for Your glory. Amen.  

   

Assurance of Pardon:   

One:     Friends, hear the Good News:  The Lord is merciful 

and gracious, 

All: Slow to anger and abounding in love. 

One: By God’s mercy in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven;  

All: In Christ we are set free.  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

   

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Lesson:      Matthew 14: 22-36 

 

Message:                Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“The Faith We Proclaim” 

Silent Reflection 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation”  #32 

 

*Benediction 

  

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

“God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

Postlude              

 

 
 

*Those who are able please stand. 
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The Faith We Proclaim 
Matthew 14: 22-36 

 
This morning’s Scripture contains a familiar story that comes at the end of a very long day for Jesus 

and his disciples.   You may remember from last week, that when the Lord learned that his cousin 

John had been executed by Herod Antipas, Jesus went with his disciples by boat to a “solitary” 

place.   He wanted and needed some time to pray … but people found out where he went and 

pursued him.  All day long, Jesus poured out love and compassion healing the sick.   At the end of 

the day, rather than send everyone away as the disciples suggested, he fed that whole multitude 

from five small loaves of bread and two dried fish -- about five thousand men, plus women and 

children.   

 

And then --  well, let’s hear it directly from God’s Word.   (Read Matt 14:22-24) 

 

Let’s go back to verse 22  and look at a few details.   Right after feeding all those people, Jesus 

made the disciples do something they probably didn’t want to do.  He made them get into the boat 

and go without him across the lake.   Night was approaching, they were tired, and they were only a 

few miles from Capernaum.  On their own, they might have decided to walk home to fall into bed 

after a long home day.  Or, perhaps, they would have taken shelter in one of the small caves near 

the shoreline.  But no – Jesus made them get into the boat and head for the other side.   

 

He himself stayed behind to send the crowds away.   I can imagine him saying to one group after 

another:    “Good night … God bless you … time to go home now, tomorrow is another day.”   Then 

finally – finally! – he was able to go up onto the mountain by himself to pray.     

 

Meanwhile the disciples were rowing across the lake, but the wind was against them.   The wind 

can be surprisingly powerful on the Sea of Galilee;  Mark tells us the disciples were straining at the 

oars but unable to make much headway because of the waves.      You can relate to that, can’t you?  

Sometimes in life – even in the church – it can feel like we all we are doing is riding out one wave 

after another, heading into the wind but not making much progress.   The good news is, Jesus does 

not leave us to battle the wind and the waves alone.   But I am getting ahead of the story!   

Let’s return now to Scripture. Verses 25-33: 

“During the fourth watch of the night”  that is, sometime between 3:00 and 6:00 in the morning, 

“Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake …”  



  

The first thing we see in this section is that Jesus comes to us in the midst of our struggles.  He does 

not stand at a distance and expect us to somehow make our way to him.   Jesus who came to us as 

a baby in Bethlehem … Emmanuel, God-with-us …  still comes to us in the midst of our struggles.    

 

But the disciples didn’t recognize him; they never expected to see him out there on the lake!  They 

thought they were seeing a spirit, a ghost, and it scared them out of their wits.  Jesus was quick to 

reassure them, saying “Have courage!   Don’t be afraid; it’s me!”     

 

Notice, he did not say, “Don’t be afraid!  It’s going to be smooth sailing from now on.”    He said, 

“Have courage; don’t be afraid, it is me.”  Or, in some translations, “It is I.”   What Jesus actually 

said was, “I AM.”   It is the exact same word that God spoke to Moses from the midst of the burning 

bush:  “I AM”   Jesus would later say such things as  “I AM the way, the truth and the life.”  “I AM 

the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.”  “ I AM the light of the world.”  “I AM the 

true bread from heaven”  and  “I AM the resurrection and the life.”    He would also say, “The 

Father and I are one.”    

 

Think of this:    the I AM  who delivered the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt … the I AM who 

parted the waters of the sea so they could safely pass through on dry land … is the same “I AM” 

who came walking across the water in the midst of the wind and the waves, in the dark of the 

night. 

Jesus comes to us in the midst of our struggles, and he comes with great power. 

Jesus comes to us … he reassures us …   but more than that!    (read v 28-33) 

 

In verse 27 Jesus said to the disciples, “Don’t be afraid, it’s me.”   And how did Peter respond?  He 

said, “If it’s really you, Lord, tell me to come to you.”   That’s pretty bold, isn’t it !   Most of us 

would ask Jesus to get into the boat, or make the wind stop.  Not Peter.  HE says “If it’s really you, 

Lord, tell me to come to you.”  We wonder if he even knows what he is asking!    But Jesus replied, 

“Come.” 

 

So Peter climbs down over the side of the boat and walks on the water toward Jesus.  The wind 

keeps blowing, the waves keep churning.   When Peter sees how strong the wind is, he becomes 

frightened.  He starts to sink and cries out  “Lord, save me!”  

And that’s exactly what Jesus does.   

Again, we notice what Jesus DIDN’T say.  He didn’t say, “Just keep your chin up, Peter, you’ve got 

this.”  He didn’t say, “Forget the waves and keep your eyes on me.”   He doesn’t say, “You’ve got 



yourself into this; now turn around and swim for the boat!”    Instead, Jesus reaches out, grabs hold 

of Peter and pulls him up.   Then – while they are standing there, above the waves! –  then Jesus 

has a few words for Peter.  What he says is this:   “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 

 

Whatever Peter might have replied, isn’t recorded in the Scripture.  Most likely, he didn’t say 

anything.    Then, the two of them go together to the boat and climb in.   AFTER they are in the 

boat the wind dies down … the sea grows calm … then all the disciples worshiped Jesus, saying 

“Truly you are the Son of God!”      

 

They finish crossing the lake to a place called Genneseret.  And when the people there recognized 

Jesus, “ … they sent word to all the surrounding country.  People brought all their sick to him … and 

all who touched him were healed.”  (verses34-36) 

 

Let’s go back for a moment to what Jesus asked Peter:  “You of little faith … why did you doubt?”   

It is a question Christians through the centuries have used – or perhaps I should say, we have MIS-

USED -- to make Peter look bad and to make ourselves feel inadequate.   The traditional 

interpretation is that if Peter had not doubted, he would not have started to sink.   The common 

belief is that if Peter just had more faith, he would have been able to walk on the water in the same 

way that Jesus did. 

 

But I don’t think Jesus meant that at all.   Verse 30 plainly says that Peter began to sink when he 

became frightened.  Yet Jesus didn’t say, “Why were you frightened?”   He asked, “Why did you 

doubt?” 

 

When we look at this sequence, we have to conclude that Peter didn’t start sinking as a direct 

result of doubt.   No;  the doubt occurred earlier and is more subtle.   Remember what Peter said, 

when Jesus came to them on the waves saying, “It’s me”  ?    Peter said, “If you are the Lord, tell me 

to come to you on the water.”   Peter wasn’t convinced that it was really Jesus who came near 

them in the darkness.  Instead of trusting Jesus’ word, he doubted,  and that doubt led him to 

request an extreme kind of proof. 

 

It wasn’t Jesus’ idea for Peter to get out of the boat – it was Peter’s.   So Jesus asks, “Why did you 

doubt?”    Because if Peter had believed that Jesus was who he said he was – believed him, when 

Jesus said “Don’t be afraid; it’s me,”  Peter would have stayed safe in the boat.   

Now maybe you’re wondering …   if Peter could have stayed safely in the boat, why did Jesus tell 

him to get out?   Why did Jesus say, “Come”??   The Bible doesn’t give us the answer to all our 



“Why?” questions.    But as we look at this passage as a whole, we see that Jesus was coming to the 

disciples in the midst of their trouble … 

It seems he was also meeting Peter where Peter was in his faith 

To put it another way --   Jesus might have been saying, “Peter, if this is the only way you are going 

to believe in me, then I’ll tell you to come … because I want you to believe.” 

 

And moments later, Peter DID believe.  When he was sinking, when his own impulsive decision 

began to pull him under,  he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus heard Peter’s desperate plea and 

immediately reached out his hand to rescue him.   

   

This is the faith we proclaim:  Jesus comes to us in our trouble and rescues us.    

 Our faith does not promise a life of safe harbors and smooth sailing. 

Our faith does not say,  “If you believe strongly enough, you can walk on water.” 

  

The faith we proclaim is that even if we do not recognize him, Jesus is the great I AM.  Even before 

we knew we need him  -- while we were still lost in sin -- Jesus died for our sake (Romans 5:8) 

 

The faith we proclaim is that Jesus comes to us in the midst of our struggle … when the wind is 

blowing in our faces, when the waves are churning and we are surrounded by darkness … Jesus 

comes to us and says, “Do not be afraid; it is I.” 

 

The faith we proclaim knows that when we cry out to Jesus, he doesn’t make us feel small … he 

simply reaches out his strong, loving arm and draws us to safety beside him.   

 

The faith we proclaim believes Jesus’ promise that he will never leave us or forsake us. We may be 

still be a long way from shore, but we know that we are not alone.    

 

And the faith we proclaim does not end with our bowing to worship Jesus – although we do, 

rightly, worship him as the Son of God, the Lord, our Savior.   The faith we proclaim continues as we 

go with Jesus to serve him and the world he loves.  

This is God’s word for you and for me today.    Amen?  Amen. 

 

 

[time of silent reflection, then closing hymn  “How Firm a Foundation”  


