
-ANNOUNCEMENTS- 
 

The flowers today are in loving memory of my dad in heaven for 

his birthday.  Love & miss you, Cindy 
 

Easter memorial flowers are available to order.  There are order 

forms on the counter in the Annex.  Please have orders turned into 

the church office by March 7, 2021.   
 

Lenten Devotional booklets "The Sanctuary for Lent" are available 

free of charge, courtesy of our Deacons. 
 

New Sunday School Class:   The Parables of Jesus, starts next 

Sunday March 7:   

Jesus often conveyed deep spiritual truths by using simple, vivid 

and often surprising stories based on every-day life situations.   In 

this class we explore the historical and cultural context behind six 

key parables to better understand how these thought-provoking 

stories were understood by Jewish and Roman listeners and 

consider modern-day parallels to help us apply the parables to 

our own lives.    Each week includes a segment filmed in the Holy 

Land plus sound biblical teaching by seminary professors.   Use 

of the Participants Guide is highly recommended (copies can be 

purchased for $8 or borrowed). 
 

March  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Janeen Mihoci 

Counting the Offering:       Tom Walker 
 

Deacon for March: Carol Henegan - If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance please contact Susan at 

724-932-3854.   
 

Worship Leader today:  Gladys Melton   

Organist today:   Don Elliott  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 

03/03  Jarron Mihoci    03/05  Nancy Pence    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 28, 2021 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude             “Children of the Heavenly Father”              Sikes 
    

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 
 

Call to Worship: 

One:  We come to worship the Lord, who is faithful and good: 

All:  Bless God’s holy Name!  

One:  Let us praise the Lord, for he has done great things: 

All:  He has caused streams of mercy to flow in the desert,  

 and Light to shine on people walking in darkness. 

One:   The Lord has called us and saved us by his grace; 

All:     With all our heart we will serve and glorify our God. 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,   

Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

website:  jamestownpres.org 

 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord 

with gladness; come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 



 

*Hymn:      “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  #342 

 

Invitation to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  let us confess our 

sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent Prayer of Personal Confession 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Merciful God, we confess 

that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 

by the wrong things we have done and the good we have 

failed to do.  We have not loved you with our whole heart and 

mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbor as 

ourselves.   In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us 

amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways.  We humbly 

ask this in the Name of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

One:    Friends, this is the Good News:  once we were utterly 

lost in sin and darkness, but God did not abandon us.  

All:  In mercy and love, Christ paid the penalty for our  

sin and covered us with his righteousness.   In him, 

we are forgiven and made new.  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 

 

Scripture Passage:          Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

 

A Time with Young Disciples 

 

Scripture  Lesson:            Romans 4:1-5, 16-25 

 

Message:      “A Promise of Blessing”     Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 

 

*Closing Song:        “I Know Whom I Have Believed”    #631 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

      “God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

 Postlude  “To The Glory Of God”          Heyser 

 

*Those who are able please stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church        Rev.  Sue Nageotte 

Second Sunday of Lent          February 28, 2021  

 

“A Promise of Blessing” 
Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16   &  Romans 4 (selected verses) 

 

Our second Scripture passage this morning comes from the New Testament book of Romans.   

In this letter, the Apostle Paul is writing to the church in Rome -- writing to a community of 

faith he has never visited but has heard many things about.   One of the things he has heard is 

that disagreements have arisen between believers who had been born and raised Jewish, and 

other believers who had grown up worshiping other deities. 

 

In the first few chapters of this letter Paul goes back and forth, speaking sometimes to 

Gentiles and sometimes to Jews.   But the core of his message is this:  neither Jews nor 

Gentiles have a special “in” with God.   ALL people have sinned.  ALL are subject to God’s 

judgment.  But God in his mercy has provided a remedy:  a righteousness from God obtained 

through the precious blood of Jesus:  righteousness available to ALL who believe.   And faith, 

says Paul, is the key.   Faith -- believing God’s promise.  

 

As a model of faith, Paul points all the way back to the “father” of the Hebrew people – the 

patriarch Abraham.   In Romans 4, Paul writes:   Abraham was, humanly speaking, the 

founder of our Jewish nation.  What were his experiences concerning this question of being 

saved by faith?  Was it because of good deeds that God accepted him?  If so, he would have 

had something to boast about.  But from God’s point of view Abraham had no basis at all for 

pride.  For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed God, so God declared him to be 

righteous.”  When people work, their wages are not a gift; workers earn what they receive.  

But people are declared righteous because of their faith, not because of their work.”   

(Romans 4:1-5) 

 

We first read about this “founding father” Genesis Chapter 11.  His father, Terah, evidently 

had high expectations for his son, because he gave him a name filled with hope for the future:  

Abram means “exalted father.”   Abram grew up and got married, and as a dutiful son he 

continued living in his father’s household.  That was how things were done in that culture.  It 

seems that Abram was content, except for one thing:  he and his wife Sarai had no children.  

How could he live up to the name he had been given? 

 

Many years passed; very little changed.  Then one day, when Abram was seventy-five years 

old, God spoke to him.   Now, that was the first place in Scripture where God spoke directly 



to anybody, since he spoke to Noah in the days of the Great Flood.  Hundreds of years had 

gone by during which God was most certainly present and active in the world, but evidently 

remained silent.   And then, God speaks to Abram! 

 

He tells Abram to leave the land of his father, and head off to a new place.  And God makes 

Abram an amazing promise -- a series of promises, really.  Promises of blessing and 

protection, the promise that people everywhere would know his name.  And God even 

promised to make Abram into a great nation!   Surely that would involve having children, 

right?   And one of the most surprising things is, God doesn’t ask Abram to DO anything to 

obtain these blessings.   The only thing Abram must do is leave his father’s house in Haran 

…. and go to the land God would show him. 

 

So Abram decides to trust the Voice, the One who had made those amazing promises.   He 

takes his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot, and off they go.   They travel through the land of 

Canaan until they come to a place called Shechem.  “There God appeared to Abram and said, 

‘This is the land I will give to your offspring’ and Abram built an altar there to worship the 

Lord.”  (Genesis 12:7)    

 

After that, Abram traveled southward.   Does he trust God to lead him?  Yes … but not fully, 

it seems.  When a famine strikes the land, Abram decides to go to Egypt.  God doesn’t tell 

him to go; he just goes.  And when he gets there, he lies to the Egyptians; tells them Sarai is 

his sister.   Despite God’s promise of protection, Abram was afraid the Egyptians would kill 

him in order to take his wife Sarai for themselves.  The Pharaoh discovers Abram’s lie and 

quickly sends the whole family on their way, unharmed. 

 

Leaving Egypt, they go north again into the Negev desert.   God appears to Abram again in a 

vision and this time, tells him he will have more descendants than there are stars in the night-

time sky.  And Abram believed the Lord.  (Genesis 15:5-6).   One after another, the years go 

by.   Abram becomes very wealthy, but there are STILL no children! 

 

Have you ever tried to hurry God?    Ever thought God needed a little help to bring about 

something you’ve been waiting for?   You know where I’m going with this, don’t you!     

 

When Abram was eighty-five, Sarai suggested that maybe Abram could be a father through 

her maidservant Hagar.   GOD didn’t say that; it was Sarai’s idea.  Or maybe it was Hagar’s.   

At any rate, Abram agreed that it wouldn’t hurt to spend some nights in Hagar’s tent.   And 

sure enough, Hagar became pregnant and had a son named Ishmael.   

 



It was NOT God’s idea … but God didn’t turn away from Abram.   Instead, when he was 

ninety-nine years old – 99!! -- God spoke to him again in the passage we heard this morning.   

God not only reaffirmed his promise but gave Abram a new name.  No longer would he be 

called Abram, but Abraham, meaning father of multitudes.  Abraham began to laugh to 

himself, thinking he and his wife were much too old to have a baby.   And he suggested – 

asked, really – that God give those promised blessings to Ishmael.     

  

God answered, “Sarah, your wife, will bear you a son.  You will name him Isaac”  (meaning 

laughter)  “and I will confirm my everlasting covenant with him and with his descendants.  

As for Ishmael, I have heard you and will bless him also … but my covenant is with Isaac, 

who will be born to you and Sarah about this time next year.”  

 

You see, God had a plan, and he intended to see it through.  And though it took years and 

years -- hundreds of years -- God accomplished every one of the promises he had made.   

When Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90, their son Isaac was born.  It was 

through Isaac’s younger son Jacob that God established the nation of Israel with its twelve 

“tribes.”  It was through Moses, one of Abraham’s many-times great grandsons, that the Lord 

gave the Torah – instructions on how to live rightly as servants of the one true God.   It was 

descendants of Abraham whom God rescued from slavery and led into the land that had been 

promised.  

 

And many generations later it was in that land, into that nation, through the line of Abraham, 

that Jesus was born.   Jesus, the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that “through him 

all nations on earth would be blessed.” 

 

Let’s go back now to a few verses in Romans, then we’ll wrap up.   The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise.  In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in 

this he brought glory to God.  He was absolutely convinced that God was able to do anything 

he promised.  And because of Abraham’s faith, God declared him to be righteous.  Now this 

wonderful truth – that God declared him to be righteous – wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit.  

It was for us, too, assuring us that God will also declare us to be righteous if we believe in 

God, who brought Jesus our Lord back from the dead.  He was handed over to die because of 

our sins, and he was raised from the dead to make us right with God.”    (Romans 4:20-25, 

New Living Translation) 

 

God declared Abraham to be righteous because of his faith.   Now, we’ve already seen that 

Abraham didn’t have perfect faith.  He had faith in the promises of God, yes, but he 

sometimes endeavored to take matters into his own hands:   lying to the Egyptians about his 

wife Sarai, spending nights with Hagar, urging God to accept Ishmael rather than waiting for 



a son with Sarah.    He had faith in the PROMISE, yes, but waiting to see HOW and WHEN 

God would act ….   well, waiting was harder, much harder. 

 

And isn’t that true for us?   Don’t we sometimes do the same kind of things?  We believe 

God’s promises, but at times we grow restless and impatient.   We try to control our 

circumstances – to “help God along” toward what WE think is a good outcome, rather than 

trusting God to bring about what HE knows is best for our lives. 

 

But here’s the thing …. and I’m preaching to myself now just as much as I’m preaching to 

you.   The reality is, God’s ways are not our ways, and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.  

God does WHAT he chooses to do, WHEN he chooses.   He will not be rushed by our 

impatience … but he will not be hindered by our hesitation, either.  Sometimes he moves 

quickly, sometimes he seems slow.   His ways can be so frustrating to our limited human 

understanding … but his ways are always, always good. 

 

And when God promises that something will happen, it’s GOING to HAPPEN.  Why? 

Because he simply cannot tell a lie.  It may not happen the way you want it to.  It may not 

look like you thought it would.  But when God makes a promise, he delivers.  God let 

Abraham and Sarah wait a very long time for a child, but he didn’t let them down. 

 

He will never let you down, either.   God has made all sorts of promises to you: 

Promises to always be with you, to never leave you or forsake you; 

Promises to give you strength to do difficult things 

Promises to give you a way out when you are tempted 

Promises to sustain you and provide for you 

 

God’s sense of timing will almost certainly be different from yours.  His idea of protection 

and provision may be different too.  But you can be absolutely certain that God has the power 

to do what he has promised, and that he always wants the best for you. 

   

So when God invites you to a new direction, new hope and new blessings … or when he tells 

you to wait a while longer for that “special something” to happen … believe in his promises, 

trust in his timing, and follow his lead.   And may your faith be strengthened as you give God 

glory in all things. 

 

Amen?   Amen. 



 


