
SHINE, JESUS SHINE 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness shining, 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us: 

Shine on me; shine on me! 
 

Chorus: 

Shine, Jesus, shine!  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, Blaze, 

Spirit, blaze!  Set our hearts on fire! 

Flow, river, flow!  Flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by the blood I may enter your brightness. 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

so our faces display your likeness; 

ever changing from glory to glory, 

mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 
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**Bell choir rehearsal will begin on Wed. February 17th at 5:30 

p.m.  We will begin practicing music for Easter.   
 

February  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Bud Owen 

Counting the Offering:       Mike Henegan 
 

Deacon for February: Susan Anderson - If you know of 

anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance please 

contact Susan at 724-932-5072.   
 

Worship Leader today:  Jennifer Arnett 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 2021 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude                          

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 
 

Call to Worship:  

One:  Great is the Lord God Almighty, Ruler of Heaven and 

earth! 

All:  Holy and good is the Lord, far beyond human 

understanding!  

One:  The radiance of God has come to us in his Son, Jesus, 

All:  Who rescues us from darkness and brings us into his 

glorious light.  Come, let us worship the Lord! 
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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord 

with gladness; come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 



*Hymn:         “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  #98 

 

Invitation to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  let us confess 

our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent Prayer of Personal Confession 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION: God of all compassion, 

beauty and grace, we confess that we have praised you 

with our lips but have not always honored you with our 

lives.   You see the dark corners of our hearts; you know 

the times we have ignored and even denied the Light of 

the world, the One you have sent to set us free.   Forgive 

us, O God, and by your Spirit open our hearts and minds 

more fully to the transforming light of Christ so that our 

lives would shine forth with his compassion, beauty and 

grace.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

One:  Friends, this is the Good News:  by the boundless grace of 

God in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven, and we are 

made new! 

All:  He has rescued us from darkness and brought us into 

his kingdom of love and light.  Glory to God now and 

forever!  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord! 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Reading:              Luke 9: 18-22 

 

A Time with Young Disciples 

 

Scripture Reading:                     Luke 9: 28-35 
 

Message:       Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“A Glimpse of Things to Come” 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Song:      “Shine, Jesus Shine”      (words on back page) 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

      “God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 

 

 Postlude   

 
*Those who are able please stand 

 

 

 

COVENANT PARTNERS PLEASE REMAIN FOR THE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 

02/18 Al Wester  02/20 Alyson Fisher 

02/23 Ken Collins  02/26 Evan Gault 





Jamestown Presbyterian Church        Rev.  Sue Nageotte 
Transfiguration Sunday          February 14, 2021  

 

“A Glimpse of Things to Come” 
Luke 9:18-22, 28-35 

 
This morning marks a unique event that is recorded in 3 out of the 4 Gospels.   In the special 
vocabulary of the church, we call this event “The Transfiguration.”   The reason I say special 
vocabulary, is because we hardly ever use the word transfiguration in our every-day 
conversation.   It literally means, “to change form or appearance.”    
 
That seems like a useful word.  Lots of things change their form or appearance.   But we don’t 
say that cocoons are “transfigured” into butterflies – rather, we say that a butterfly emerges 
from its cocoon.   When autumn comes, we don’t say the leaves are “trans-figured.”  And I’m 
PRETTY SURE that this morning, nobody in Pennsylvania thought, “It’s time for me to get out of 
my PJ’s and get transfigured for church!”   (not even those who have come for in-person 
worship) 
 
No; about the ONLY time we use the word “transfiguration” is in reference to that one specific 
time Jesus went up on a mountain and started glowing like a comet.   The Bible doesn’t tell us 
exactly when this happened, but there’s a clue in Luke chapter 9 that suggests it was only a few 
months before Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem.     
 
Long before then, Jesus had become both well-known and popular among the common folk of 
the country.  Everywhere he went multitudes of people were eager to see him, yet he never 
got carried away by the attention.   In John Chapter 6 we read about one crowd that wanted to 
force him to be their king, but Jesus, knowing their intention, went off into the mountains so 
they couldn’t find him.  You wouldn’t see a presidential candidate doing that, would you?  
Hardly! 
 
But Jesus was different.  Throughout the entire land of Israel, people were talking about him 
and wondering … who was he, REALLY?  And what was he trying to accomplish? 
 
Scripture says that about a week before the Transfiguration, Jesus himself raised that very 
question.   He was walking with his disciples in the hills near Caesarea Philippi, where there 
were many pagan temples and lavish villas.  It was there, in view of all that worldly wealth and 
ungodly worship, Jesus asked his disciples:  “Who do people say that I AM?” 
His disciples were quick to reply:  “Some say you are like John the Baptist – others say you’re 
like one of the great prophets of old – like Elijah, or Jeremiah!”   But then Jesus asked, “And 
what about all of you?  Who do you say that I am?”   I imagine them shuffling their feet, 



wondering what they should say.    Suddenly Peter speaks up: “YOU are the Messiah -- the Son 
of the Living God!”   And Jesus calls Peter blessed, telling them this truth could only have come 
through the Holy Spirit. 
 
But then … Jesus begins to explain what it actually means to be the Messiah – that he will 
suffer and die and then be raised again.  Peter doesn’t want to hear anything like that.  So he 
takes Jesus aside where the others can’t hear, and he begins to lecture him:  “No, Lord!  That 
will never happen to you!”   Jesus responds with some strong words of his own, calling Peter a 
stumbling block -- and worse.    
 
I’m sure Peter was frustrated, confused and hurt.  One minute he is being blessed, the next 
minute he’s being chewed out.  It must have been frustrating for Jesus, too.  He knew the road 
that he must follow – to the cross, and beyond -- but even his twelve closest companions didn’t 
really understand who he really was, nor why that road was necessary.   They needed to see a 
bigger picture.   All that is background to today’s sermon text. 
 
We begin with Luke 9, verse 28:   “About eight days later, Jesus took [his three closest disciples] 
Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.  As he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed” --  Matthew says his face shone like the sun – “and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of lightning.  Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus.” 
 
I imagine the three disciples squinting, shielding their eyes – then being completely astounded 
to see Jesus talking with two of the most famous heroes in Jewish history.    We don’t know 
how Peter, John and James recognized those two great men of God, but they did.  Perhaps, 
when we have gone to heaven, we will somehow spiritually recognize all of our brothers and 
sisters in the Lord, even those who died centuries ago. 
 
No matter how they knew, the three gospel passages about the Transfiguration all agree that 
Moses and Elijah were there talking with Jesus.  Moses, who had been sent by God to lead the 
Hebrew people out of slavery in Egypt … Moses, whose upheld staff parted the Red Sea and 
brought water from a rock … Moses, who came down from Mount Sinai carrying the Law of the 
Lord.  And Elijah, the greatest of the miracle-working prophets, who called down fire from 
heaven to incinerate the priests of Baal.  Elijah, who did not die but was carried up to heaven in 
a chariot of fire.   Then Luke adds an important detail:  [And] Moses and Elijah were talking 
with Jesus about his coming departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.  Peter 
and the other two were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw Jesus’ glory 
and the two men standing with him.  [And] as the men were leaving Jesus …    
 
Half-awake, Peter heard the word “departure,” and saw Moses and Elijah begin to leave. 



Maybe he wanted to do something so they would stay longer.  Or maybe he’s just befuddled 
and blurts out the first thing that comes to mind.   Be that as it may, Peter says:   (I’m in verse 
33 now):   “Master, it is good for us to be here.   Let us put up three shelters -- one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.”    
 
But – let’s finish out the passage now –  [read verses 34-36]    In fact, Jesus ordered the three 
disciples not to tell anyone what they had seen “until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.”  (Matthew 17:9, Mark 9:9) 
 
An extraordinary event!   But, what does it mean – for the first three disciples, and for us?   
FIRST, the Transfiguration was powerful proof of Jesus’ divinity.   Peter, James and John 
admired and respected Jesus as the wisest, most caring man they’d ever met, but they needed 
to know he was much, much more.    
 
SECOND, it was proof of Jesus’ supremacy.   When the three disciples saw Jesus with Moses 
and Elijah, they might have thought, “We knew Jesus was special but look -- he’s right up there 
on a par with the big boys!”   But after the bright cloud covered everything, after the Voice 
spoke, when they looked up no one was there except Jesus. 
 
And there IS no one we can look to, except Jesus.  Moses was a great leader, but he wasn’t the 
son of God.  Elijah was a great prophet, but he wasn’t the son of God either.  There’s only one 
Son of God – one and only one – sent from the Father to save the world.  That’s Jesus.  He’s the 
one God wants us to listen to. 
 
THIRD, the conversation with Moses and Elijah gives a powerful clue to Jesus’ ultimate mission.  
When Luke says they were talking with Jesus about his coming departure that he was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem, the Greek word actually used is “exodus.”  Now, there are other, 
more common Greek words that could have been used if they were discussing Jesus  going 
away  somewhere.  But the subject was, instead, the mighty saving work of God.   And Luke 
didn’t mean something that happened in Israel’s ancient history; it was something about to 
take place in the very near future.     
 
Everything that Peter, James and John saw up on that mountain-top, everything they heard 
and experienced combined to give them a more accurate picture of Jesus’ identity and 
purpose.    
 
The three disciples had been journeying with Jesus for many months.   They had seen him at 
every time of day, in a wide variety of situations.   It may well be that they had begun to take 
him for granted.   But on that mountain-top, they were permitted to see him as he truly is, in 
all his power and glory.   1 John 1:5 says, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”   Well, 



that’s what Peter, James and John were seeing first-hand – that pure, unparalleled radiance of 
God, streaming from the person of Jesus.   
 
And then … then they came down off the mountain.    Jesus would go on to Jerusalem, where 
the terrible things Peter thought the Messiah should never suffer, would indeed come to pass.   
He would be arrested and mocked and beaten, and finally die a cruel death on the cross.   But 
the light that shone from Jesus that day on the sacred mountain would never – could never – 
be extinguished.   Darkness would not – and CAN never – have the last word.    On the third 
day, Christ arose victorious from the grave and reigns even now in heaven, until the day he will 
return to bring about the final victory, and his Kingdom will have no end.    
 
We who live after the Resurrection -- we who have the advantage of having received the Holy 
Scriptures -- we know the rest of the story:  praise God!    But do we think of Christ’s glorious 
light as something only for the mountaintop?   Do we think of his kingship as something that 
doesn’t really touch us “down here,”  or at least, “not yet” ? 
 
OR --   do we dare to believe that Jesus is Lord of ALL things, ALL the time, over EVERY square 
inch of the earth and every human life?   Do we dare to believe, in the words of John, that “the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will never overcome it” ? 
 
YES!   Even if we cannot fully comprehend Jesus’ kingly power and glory and light, we do dare 
to believe that Jesus alone is Lord and Savior.   Let us not only believe and listen to him “on the 
mountain-top,” but in every circumstance of our lives, may we bear witness to his goodness 
and redeeming grace.    
 
Amen?   Amen. 

 


