
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

A special thanks to those who helped with our Community 

Dinner last evening.   

 

As January has five Sundays, today is the 3rd Sunday; all 

donations today will go toward disaster relief. 

 

In order to begin preparing the Annual Report, please submit 

your committee reports to the church office by Wednesday, 

January 20, 2021.  Thank you. 

 

 

January  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker    

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for January: John Mihoci - If you know of 

anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance please 

contact John at 724-927-2813.   
 

 

 

Organist today:   Don Elliott 

Worship Leader:   Carol Henegan 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 17, 2021 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude      “I Hear Thy Welcome Voice”       Peterson/Hartsough 

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 
 

Call to Worship (based on John 10:14,16,27 & Psalm 100:4-5): 

One:  Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd; my sheep hear 

my voice and they follow me.” 

All:  Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and his courts 

with praise!   

One: There is one flock, and one Shepherd:  praise his name! 

All: For the Lord our God is good; his love endures  

forever.  Gladly we come to worship the Lord! 

 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,   

Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 

 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord 

with gladness; come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 

01/17   Carolyn Pardue 

01/18 Troy College            

01/23 Edna Robbins             

01/23   Thomas Walker         

01/26 Kristin Murphy  

01/27 Mary Kidwell        

 

 

 
 

 



 

*Hymn:    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  #337 

 

Invitation to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  let us confess 

our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent Prayer of Personal Confession 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  Lord God, you see us 

as we truly are; you know how often we fail to live as 

people you have rescued from darkness.  You call us to be 

salt and light to the world, but we are reluctant to stand 

out from the crowd.  We have sought comfort and 

security in things of this world, while neglecting things of 

eternal value.  Have mercy on us, O God!  Forgive our 

disobedience and fill us afresh with your Spirit so that all 

we say and do will be a testimony to your transforming 

grace; through Christ we pray, Amen.         

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

One: The Lord is gracious and compassionate,  

All: slow to anger and abounding in love. 

One: To all who turn to him in repentance and faith, 

 Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

All: He also says:  “Come, follow me.” 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Reading:             John 10:22-30 

 

A Time with Young Disciples 

 

Scripture Reading:                 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 

Message:         Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“Tuning in to the Voice of God” 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn:                 On screen  

          “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here I Am, Lord)” 
 

*Benediction 

 

*Closing Refrain:          #523 

      “God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again” 
 

 Postlude  “We Sing Of God”           Smith/Wesley 

 

 
*Those who are able please stand 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 

January 17, 2021 

 

“Tuning in to the Voice of God” 

John 10: 22-30  &  1 Samuel 3: 1-11 (12-20) 

 

A number of years ago, the financial investment firm E.F. Hutton ran a series of television 

commercials; you may have seen them.  The commercials always showed two people talking 

together in the midst of a large and noisy group – like a crowded restaurant, a busy city sidewalk, 

or at a carnival.  One of the two people says, “Well my broker is E.F. Hutton and E.F. Hutton 

says….” At that point the crowd suddenly falls silent, and everyone turns around to look at the 

speaker.  The commercials always ended with the phrase, “When E.F. Hutton talks, people 

listen.” 

What about when God speaks?  Is anyone listening?  God is actually speaking to us all the time.  

The problem is that we have to learn how to tune in to his voice. 

Our sermon text this morning comes from one of the “history” books in the Old Testament.   

Two books 1 & 2 Samuel, were originally one long scroll named for the very famous prophet 

whom God sent to anoint the first two human kings of Israel – King Saul, followed by King 

David.   But before explaining why the people of Israel asked God to give them a human king in 

the first place, the Holy Spirit wants us to understand the important role of God’s prophet 

Samuel.  

The book of 1 Samuel begins with his parents, Hannah and Elkanah.  Hannah longed to have 

children, but year after year she remained childless.  One year Hannah was so sad about this that 

when she and Elkanah went to offer sacrifices, Hannah could not stop crying.  Instead she stood 

before the Lord, weeping and silently pleading to have a child.   She promised God that, if he 

gave her a son, she would dedicate him to serve the Lord.   This was not an insignificant promise.  

In that culture, a woman depended on her sons to take care of her when she was old and became 

a widow.   But if Hannah had a son, she was willing to give up her future security so that he 

could serve the Lord.   

And God answered Hannah’s prayer!   She had a baby boy and called him Samuel:   sam-u-el, 

meaning, “God has heard.”  Hannah remembered her promise, too.  When Samuel was weaned, 

she took him to Eli, the high priest, saying:   “I prayed to have this child, and the Lord has 

granted me what I asked of him.  Now I give him to the Lord; for his whole life he will be given 

over to the Lord.” 



Hannah left Samuel there for Eli to raise.  She came to see him every time she and Elkanah came 

to make their sacrifices, and every year she brought new clothing to fit him as he grew.  It must 

have been very sad for her, when it came time to say goodbye.  But she was proud of Samuel.  

And God gave her five other children, three sons and two daughters, so their house was full of 

activity. 

Time passed.   Eli, the priest, was growing old.  He had two sons who were training to serve as 

priests, but the Bible says “they were wicked men, who had no regard for the Lord.”  (1 Samuel 

2:12).   They were stealing money from the tithes and offerings, eating the best parts of the 

sacrifices the people brought to God, and they were sleeping with women who had come to 

worship the Lord.  Eli knew about this and asked his sons to stop, but they refused to listen … 

and Eli let them go on doing what was evil. 

More time passed … and that brings us to our Scripture reading.   Hear now what the Holy Spirit 

says to us in 1 Samuel 3: 1-11:  “The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli.  In those 

days, the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.   One night Eli, whose eyes 

were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place.  The lamp of 

God had not yet gone out …” 

That is, the lamp burning near the ark of the covenant; 

since the lamp had not yet gone out, the time was very early morning. 

 

“… and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.  Then the 

Lord called Samuel.  Samuel answered, “Here I am” and he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am – 

you called me.”  But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”  So he went and lay down. 

 

Again the Lord called, “Samuel!”  And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 

called me.”    “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call you; go back and lie down.”   Now Samuel did 

not yet know the Lord; the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.   The Lord called 

Samuel a third time.  And once again Samuel got up and went to Eli, saying, “Here I am; you 

called me!” 

 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy.  He told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he 

calls you, say: “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”   So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place.   The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel!  Samuel!”    Then 

Samuel said, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”    

And the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears 

of everyone who hears of it tingle.”       This is the Word of the Lord … 

That all happened at a time when “the word of the Lord was rare … [and] visions were not 

widespread.”    The time of great miracles seems to have passed.  After this, there are no pillars 

of fire, no columns of smoke, no parting of seas or rivers so the people could pass through on dry 



land.   The sons of Eli – who will someday be priests! -- are behaving in a shocking manner, and 

Eli seems unable to stop them. 

 

All this sounds familiar.   It sounds almost like our own times, does it not?   When those in 

positions of leadership behave in shocking ways, and appeals to godly authority and common 

decency are shrugged off. 

 

But even though “visions may be rare,” God only seems to be absent.  While Eli and Samuel are 

sleeping, God is wide awake, and desires that Samuel be awakened as well.   Remember that 

“Samuel did not yet know the Lord.”  (verse 7).   He knew OF the Lord, most certainly, but he 

did not know God from personal experience.   God intends to change that, and speaks in the 

night.   “Samuel!  Samuel!” he calls.  It is the boy’s name, yes -- but it is also an announcement, a 

proclamation:  “God has heard!”    

 

Samuel, of course, doesn’t understand whose voice is speaking.   How could he?   What happens 

next would be almost comical, if it was not such a serious matter.   God calls to Samuel, but 

Samuel runs instead to the elderly priest Eli, his beloved teacher and foster-parent.   But Eli says, 

“I didn’t call you!  Go back to sleep.”  Again God calls, “Samuel!” and Samuel runs the wrong 

way.   “I didn’t call you!” says Eli;  (do we detect a note of irritation from being awakened a 

second time?)   “Go and lie down.” 

 

It is only when Samuel runs to Eli a third time, that Eli realizes what’s going on and tells Samuel 

what to do.   So the NEXT time Samuel hears God calling, he says, “Speak, Lord, for your 

servant is listening.”    And God says, 

“See, I am about to do something in Israel that will shake everyone up and grab their attention.”  

(verse 11, The Message translation)  

 

What God plans to do will not be good news for Eli.   His sons have betrayed their priestly trust 

and dishonored God with greedy, lewd and blasphemous behavior.   Eli knew about it but did not 

stop them.  God has heard;  God has seen;  and now God will bring a terrible punishment down 

upon them in judgment for their actions. 

 

Imagine what was going through Samuel’s mind!   He lay there, wide awake, all night long.   In 

the morning he was afraid to tell Eli what God said; but Eli insisted that he not hold anything 

back.   So Samuel told him everything the Lord had said.   And Eli – who was very old, yes;  

blind, yes -- but spiritually wise, replied “It is the Lord [who has spoken];  let him do what seems 

good to him.”    

 

This is not a fatalistic or indifferent response.  Eli is not shrugging his shoulders and expressing 

the equivalent of, “Whatever.”    Instead, Eli is acknowledging that God is the ultimate authority 



to whom we must all answer, and our surest path lies in submitting our lives to the Lord:     “Thy 

will be done.” 

 

Samuel did not yet know it, but God had chosen him to become the future leader of the faith 

community.   He was going to be the spiritual advisor for Israel’s first kings.  God needed 

Samuel to recognize his voice and to faithfully convey God’s messages to the people and to their 

leaders.   Sometimes they would be messages of hope and guidance; other times, messages 

warning that God would hold them accountable for their actions.  

 

This passage is usually looked at as a “nice” story about a young boy who hears God’s voice for 

the first time, and responds with willing faith:  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”    We 

want to say this, too:   “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”   But this passage is about 

more than being willing to listen.    It is also about authority and allegiance.   It is about being 

willing to HEAR and to ACT. 

 

Eli was Samuel’s teacher, his mentor, in a sense his foster-father.  Until that night, ELI had been 

Samuel’s authority – the one who provided for his daily needs, guided his education, directed his 

daily activities.   Three times, Samuel thought Eli had called him;  three times, Samuel was quick 

to respond.   It is safe to say, Samuel loved Eli and was eager to serve him.  But on that long-ago 

night, Eli helped Samuel recognize that there was a higher voice, a higher authority, calling him 

to a new season of life and service.  

 

In our lifetimes, we will have a variety of teachers and role models, and many different 

authorities.  God has created us to live with others in mutually supportive relationships.   He has 

established family life and the larger society, so there will be order and structure and 

accountability.   But as Christians, we know that God, and God alone, is our ultimate authority.  

His is the one still, small, loving voice that speaks with compassion and righteousness --  the one 

voice above all others, to which we must turn our ears, and open our hearts.    The one voice to 

which, night and day, we say:  “Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.” 

 

Let us pray …  



 


