
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 

Unhanging of the Greens will take place this Friday, January 

8th @ 6 PM.  Please come if you are able, as "many hands 

make light work."    

 

In order to begin preparing the Annual Report, please submit 

your committee reports to the church office by Wednesday, 

January 20, 2021.  Thank you. 

 

Looking Ahead:   Session plans to call the Annual Meeting of 

the Congregation on Sunday February 14th immediately 

following the regular worship service, with a back-up ("snow") 

date of February 21st. 

 

 

January  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker    

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for January: John Mihoci - If you know of 

anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance please 

contact John at 724-927-2813.   
 

 

Organist today:   Cindy Loveridge 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 3, 2021 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Sharing News of the Kingdom 
 

Call to Worship  

One:     On this first Sabbath-day of a brand-new year, 

All: We have come to worship the Lord! 

One: Arise, shine!  For your Light has come.  

All: The glory of the Lord has appeared among 

us, shining upon all the nations.      

One: Rejoice and sing, for a new day has dawned: 

All: Christ our Savior is born! 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,   
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724-932-2101 
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Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.Worship the Lord 

with gladness; come before him with joyful songs 

Psalm 100: 1-2a 

01/03 Carolyn Linhart 

01/07 William Love 

01/08 John Yovanovich  
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

*Hymn:     “What Child is This, Who, Laid to Rest?” #180 

 

Invitation to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,  let us confess 

our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent Prayer of Personal Confession 

 

Unison Prayer of Confesson:  God of the ages, we come before 

you in need of healing and help.  Last year was difficult in 

so many ways;  so many of life’s patterns have been 

disrupted, and the way ahead is still unclear.   Remind us, 

O God, that all our days are in your hand, and all your 

ways are good.   Forgive our sin and our inclination to 

grumble;  grant us wisdom and strength for the present;  

and guide our steps so we may move into the future as 

people of faith and hope.  We ask this in Jesus’s name 

and for your glory.   Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One: Friends, this is the Good News:  when we were helplessly 

lost in our sins, God sent His only Son to rescue us from 

darkness. 

All:   Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, who forgives our 

sin and brings healing to our souls.  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 
   
*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”                         #384 

  

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

Scripture Readings:              Isaiah 60: 1-3

        Matthew 2: 1-15 
 

Sermon:    “Gifts for the King”  Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Closing Hymn:        “As With Gladness Men of Old” #202   
 

*Benediction 

 

*Closing Refrain:           
“Emmanuel – Emmanuel – his name is called Emmanuel. 

 God with us, revealed in us:  his name is called Emmanuel” 

 

 Postlude 

 

 
*Those who are able please stand 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church           Rev. Sue Nageotte 
Epiphany Sunday                    January 3, 2021  
 

“Gifts for the King” 
Isaiah 60:1-3 & Matthew 2: 1-12 

 
Our message this morning is about a familiar, but odd, part of the Christmas story – those visitors 

called “magi” who traveled from a far-away land bringing gifts to the baby Jesus. 

We begin with Matthew, Ch 2: 1-2  “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea …” 

 

We’ll pick up the rest of the story later.  Notice with me, please, that Matthew doesn’t call the 

magi “kings,” and he doesn’t say how many came.  Tradition says, three; but one ancient 

parchment says there were twelve.  And their visit was NOT like it is pictured in most nativity 

scenes.  There was never a time when angels, shepherds and wise men were all in the same 

place, worshiping the child in the manger.  

 

Indeed, the Bible gives a different picture.  The shepherds didn’t stay long – they went back to 

their sheep, giving glory to God.  The choirs of angels had gone back to whatever angels usually 

do.   At some point the census ordered by Caesar Augustus was complete; the little town of 

Bethlehem, once overflowing with visitors, became quiet again. 

 

And what of Joseph and Mary?   Well, we know they took Jesus to be dedicated at the Temple in 

Jerusalem, when he was about six weeks old.   There he was greeted by elderly Simeon and 

ancient Anna.   And after his parents “had done everything required by the Law of the Lord,” Luke 

says, “they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.”  

 

Matthew’s account, however, seems to show the family remaining in Bethlehem until the arrival 

of the magi.   At least, there is no mention of Galilee or Nazareth until Jesus is quite a bit older.   

In this detail, Matthew and Luke appear to contradict each other.   Jesus couldn’t have spent his 

earliest years in both Nazareth and Bethlehem … could he?   Well … yes, he might, and I believe 

he did.       

 

Let’s consider these factors.   Although Mary was in Nazareth when the angel Gabriel came to her 

(Luke 1:26), ancient tradition says she was born and raised in Jerusalem.  Joseph himself was of 

the line of King David (Luke 2:4), with roots in David’s city, Bethlehem.   So the two of them very 

likely had a network of family and friends in that area.   Add to this, that skilled craftsmen often 

get work through word-of-mouth referrals.    IF – and mind you, I am speculating --  but IF Joseph 

lined up a series of jobs near Bethlehem, it is reasonable to think that Mary and the baby would 



have joined him, rather than staying alone in the Galilee.  Do we know for a fact that the family 

spent time in both places?   No;  but it is certainly plausible.      

 

Time passed;  life began to settle into the routine of parenthood, and the extraordinary events 

surrounding the birth of Jesus began to fade into memory.   Little did Joseph and Mary know that 

their lives were about to be turned upside down, again.   [Full disclosure: 

I will be weaving Scripture with commentary; be sure to read it for yourself] 

 

One day, all Jerusalem was surprised by some unexpected visitors.    These were the magi – wise 

men.    Arriving in Jerusalem from the east, their first stop was the royal palace.  “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews?”  they asked.  “We have seen his star in the east and 

have come to worship him.”     

 

It made perfect sense for them to look for a royal baby in the palace.   But if the magi had known 

much about King Herod, they might have thought twice about going to see him.  King Herod 

hadn’t gotten where he was by being a nice guy.   He was cruel and ruthless and paranoid.  Even 

though Herod himself wasn’t Jewish, he had heard the ancient prophecies of a coming messiah, a 

descendant of King David who would one day rule the nations.    So when the magi arrived asking 

about a new “king of the Jews,” King Herod put two and two together.   He asked his advisors 

where the prophecies said the messiah would be born.  “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they replied. 

 

Then he summoned the magi to a secret meeting, to find out exactly the time the star had 

appeared.  Then he told them to go to Bethlehem, saying, “As soon as you find [the child you 

seek,] report back to me so that I too may go and worship him.”   Now, WE know – just as 

Matthew knew -- that King Herod had absolutely no interest in worshiping the child.    This is the 

dark part of the Christmas story, the part we don’t tell children because it is much too scary to 

talk about -- that from the very moment of Jesus’ birth, he had powerful enemies who wished to 

kill him. 

  

Whether or not the magi recognized Herod’s evil intentions, they had come too far to abandon 

their quest.  Leaving the palace in Jerusalem, they turned toward Bethlehem. 

Guided once again by that great shining star, they found the child with his mother Mary; then, 

kneeling in worship, presented him with the royal gifts they had brought.    

 

As Matthew tells the story, Joseph doesn’t seem to home during this extraordinary visit.  And that 

makes sense, actually:  Joseph was probably at work.  And since the magi had been warned in a 

dream not to go back to King Herod, I expect they didn’t stay long.  It’s possible Joseph didn’t 

know anything at all about their visit until he returned from a hard day’s labor to find camel-



tracks in the yard.  And imagine his astonishment when he went inside the house and Mary 

showed him the rich gifts that had been left!     

 

I wonder what happened that night … what they talked about.   Were they anxious about how to 

keep such a treasure safe?   Or were they giddy with excitement?   It would be only natural if 

Mary and Joseph had gone to bed that night dreaming of buying their own home with a little 

grove of olive trees … investing in some specialized tools to make Joseph’s work easier … maybe 

even trading in their old donkey for a younger model.  And of course, of course!  when the time 

came, they could afford to send Jesus to the very finest schools.    But then --   Well, let’s hear it 

directly from the gospel of Matthew.  [Read Matthew 2:13-15]  “But when the magi had gone …” 

 

There had been no hint of impending danger;  no time to plan.  No time to buy supplies for the 

journey, no time to collect wages.   There was just barely time to gather some  essentials:  food, 

water, clothing, blankets –maybe a few of Joseph’s tools -- then quickly and quietly they fled 

away from Bethlehem into the night.   Egypt was a logical refuge:  Not only was it NOT under 

Herod’s dominion, but in those days it had a sizeable Jewish population.  Mary & Joseph might 

have had friends and relatives there.   But how would they pay for the journey?  How would they 

survive until Joseph found work?   

 

But God had already provided the solution, those gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh!   Quite 

early in the history of the church, those gifts were given symbolic meanings:  Gold, to honor 

Christ’s royalty; incense, to honor his divinity; and myrrh, a precious spice often used in burials, as 

a foreshadowing of his death 

 

While that symbolism is fitting, it is just as important to note that all three were very practical 

gifts:  very valuable, easily transportable, and readily sold.   What a miracle of God’s providence 

and protection!   What perfect timing!   When the magi came to worship the child Jesus in 

Bethlehem, their arrival not only created the need to escape, but also provided the means for 

escape!   

 

So --   let me ask you a question.    2,000 and some years later . . .   What impact does this story 

have on our lives?  Does it matter what kind of gifts the magi brought? 

 

Is there anything here for us, other than historical interest?   A skeptic might say,  “No; if it 

happened at all, it happened too long ago to make any difference to us.”    

But the God who provided for Mary and Joseph then, is the same God who provides for us today.  

Not in as dramatic a fashion of course -- at least, I’m not aware of anyone here having won big in 

the lottery – but I do indeed know some who have received miraculous provision they never 



expected. 

 

The other importance of this passage, is not in the gifts themselves, but the motivation of the 

people who brought them.    These were “wise men,”  people with wisdom and depth of spirit.  

They themselves were not Jews, but when they saw a great and extraordinary star in the heavens 

they knew that a great and extraordinary king had been born –  and they made a decision to seek 

and worship the one whose birth the star proclaimed.    Not only to “see him,”  but to bring gifts 

worthy of a king.    

 

I hope that this gets each one of us thinking about our own journey of faith, and the gifts that we 

ourselves can bring to our King.   Here is a short list of “gifts” that I wrote down for myself.     

 

GOLD   -   reminds me of my finances.    So I wrote down things like, 

write out my tithe and offering checks before anything else 

set aside an add’tl portion of every paycheck for unexpected opportunities to give 

How best to use that special assistance payment the government is sending?   We are blessed to 

not be dependent upon it.  While it is tempting to use the $$ to upgrade my old washer and dryer 

… it would be more honoring to Christ if we prayed about how to spend that tax refund to benefit 

his Kingdom. 

 

FRANKINCENSE --    reminds me of worship.    Obviously, I already regularly attend Sunday 

worship, so that wasn’t on my list.  But I wrote down things like 

Make sure to take time for personal worship – to sing and pray and read Scripture;   to 

marvel and  “rest” in the love that God has shown me  

 

But worship also means, being alert to false idols in our lives.   An idol is anything that 

we LOVE more, TRUST more, FEAR more, or VALUE more highly than we love, trust, fear 

or value God.    And in this category, I wrote down that I want to watch my thought life 

very closely.   I want to be alert to false idols; to worship Christ alone. 

 

Lastly --  what about that gift of MYRRH ??   It is a burial spice;   

Reminds me that someday, I too will pass from this life.   I want to give Christ the gift of making 

good use of my time – not in the sense of “being efficient,” though that is part of it – but using my 

time for Kingdom purposes..      

 It also reminds me that Christ died and rose again … so when I think of myrrh, 

 I think of his victory over sin and death.    I think of his forgiveness, and I am 

 reminded to show forgiveness and mercy to others.     

 



Well -  these were MY thoughts.    You might try this at home –   think about the gifts that the 

magi brought.   Then pray about it making a list of worthy gifts that YOU might give to the Lord 

our King in the year ahead. 

 

Not “New Years” resolutions;   but gifts in honor of Christ, the Light of the World and the One 

who gives new and eternal life to each one of us.    

 

May the Lord bless you and bless us all in this endeavor.    Amen. 



 


