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From the Pastor’s Study
Greetings in the strong name of our Lord Jesus Christ! As most of you are aware, this is the first
“monthly” edition of our church newsletter since March of this year. So much has changed since
that time – and was changing so rapidly – that for a while, we were sending out a weekly update
letter. Now, although things are by no means back to how they were before COVID-19 made its
way to Pennsylvania, things are beginning to settle into new patterns.
Unfortunately, many of those patterns are shaped, at least in part, by concern for helping to control
the spread of the virus. In many cases this means we will not be able to provide, or to participate
in, familiar events and well-loved traditions. But as the old saying goes: “When one door closes, another one often opens … and if not a door, then a window!” So we trust that God continues
to be at work, and we continue to look for ways to join in what he is doing.
We can be certain that God is using even this challenging time to turn our hearts to him in prayer
… to draw families closer together … to bring about great good despite inconveniences and loss.
During the coming months there will undoubtedly be more uncertainty and more change. May
the Lord help us adapt where we must, while keeping firmly fixed on his unchangeable goodness
and his unbreakable promises.

In Christ,
Pastor Sue

Community and Church
Calendar
August 2
August 9
August 12
August 15
August 16
August
August
August
August

19
23
26
30

Worship/communion – 10:00 a.m.
Special offering (Andy Reese)
Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Special offering (Andy Reese)
Nurture – 1:00 p.m.
Community Dinner - 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Special offering for disaster relief
Properties - 5:30 p.m.
Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Session — 6:30 p.m.
Worship – 10:00 a.m.

Meeting Weekly:
Tuesday
Thursday

TOPS 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
AA - 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Sue does not currently have a set
schedule for office hours. If you would
like to arrange a time to meet with her,
or if you have an urgent pastoral need,
she can be reached by cell phone at
814-758-5525.

Prayers
We would like to start including a prayer
list in our newsletter. It would only include the name of the person (could be
1st, last, or both names). Because we
are livestreaming, many names lifted up
in prayer will be heard over our Facebook live. We wanted to make sure
there was an awareness that information
is now being livestreamed. If you have a
confidential prayer wish, you may place
it in the offering plate at the end of the
service or call the church secretary (724932-2101) or post on our website. We
want to include these prayer requests in
our newsletter so that more prayer can
be lifted for those in need.
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Jamestown ECO Presbyterian Church
HIGHLIGHTS for Session Meeting, July 26, 2020
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

The Deacons have been delivering meals to shut-ins in July and August through the monthly
community dinners. The next Deacons meeting will be September 9, 2020 at 11:30.
The balance in our checking account as of June 30, 2020 was $11,983.85 according to our
Finance/Treasurer’s Report. The generosity of the congregation and friends of the church
has been overwhelming and thus far our expenditures have been less than budgeted so far
this year.
Our first live-stream broadcast was July 19 – approximately 28 people watched. The service
can also be viewed on our website afterwards. If we wanted to upgrade, it was estimated to
be a minimum of $1000 for dedicated computer, camera and software to broadcast our service, and the cost could be significantly more. Session is holding off on any major expenditure at this point.
August has five Sundays; we will hold a special offering on the 3rd Sunday, August 16th for an
area in our country that has been impacted by some type of disaster.
Our youth have been meeting regularly throughout the summer. They have had outdoor
meetings at the church led by Jarron Mihoci and Casey Harmon and have visited Deer Park
and had a kayak trip down the Shenango River.
A local mission event is planned for August 10 – 12 (Mon – Wed) with Team Rubicon to help
with porch roof replacement for a local veteran.
We held communion in July with specially prepared communion packs and we will hold communion during worship on August 2nd.
Pastor Sue will be off on August 16th and Heather Harmon will be leading worship.
On July 18th our community dinner offered both take-out and picnic style dinners of hotdogs
& burgers; we served over 90 people and there were $343 in donations for the food pantry
and backpack program. Thanks to everyone who donated food, money or time!
Our next community dinner is August 15th featuring London Broil – we will need donations of
macaroni or potato salad or cake.
JPNS (Nursery School) has a tentative start date of September 7th all efforts must be made
to adhere to the CDC regulations for schools.
The next nurture committee will be August 12 at 1:00 PM – we could use people to help with
this committee, which includes worship, Christian education and Youth. Meeting time and
days are flexible. If you could give up one or two hours a month for planning & coordination
in these areas, please contact Pastor Sue.
The next Properties Committee meeting will be August 19 at 5:30.
The next session meeting is August 26th at 6:30.

Special Offering for Andy Reese
On July 18th, Jamestown resident Andy Reese suffered a severe spinal injury as the result of a diving accident in a
swimming pool. He was taken by LifeFlight to Pittsburgh where he underwent surgery to remove shattered fragments of his vertebrae. The injury left him paralyzed from the shoulders down. Andy is now off the ventilator
and gaining strength, but he is facing a long period of recovery which will include extensive therapy and the need
for specialized medical equipment.
JPC will be taking a special offering on Andy’s behalf, the first two Sundays of August. Donations for Andy can be
placed into the special offering buckets (the “Noisy Offering” pails) during worship on August 2 and 9, or, can be
mailed to the church office by August 14. Checks should be made out to JPC Deacons Fund with “for Andy
Reese” on the memo line.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIVE STREAM
On July 19th we broadcast our 1st
livestream of our worship service. In the
past few months, we have recorded portions of the service and edited it into a worship video for people at home to view.
Now, you can actually go on our Facebook
page and watch the worship service live –
you must have a Facebook account to
watch live
www.facebook.com/jamestownECOpresby/

MONTHLY CHURCH FINANCES
Checking Balance 06/01/20
Income
Expenses
Checking Balance 06/30/20

$10,051.01
+ 6,739.10
- 4,806.26
$11,983.85

As presented to Session 07/26/20

Thank you congregation!
The July Noisy Offering was
$56.72.

Noisy Offerings are taken on
the first Sunday of every
month.

The recorded version will also be available
on our website and on our Facebook page
later to watch at your convenience. Both
sites are updated regularly with happenings
going on within the church.
Website: https://jamestownpres.org/
Currently, we are just using a phone to record the worship service; it is pretty amazing
to think what today’s phones are capable
of!
In-Person worship (with virus precautions)
and the simultaneous Facebook livestream
is held Sundays at 10 a.m. through the end
of August; worship time changes to 11 a.m.
on September 6.

08/01
08/01
08/11
08/12
08/12
08/12
08/13
08/19
08/24
08/29

Mary Louise Hatton
Brenda Stevenson
Alyssa McClimans
Susan Anderson
Candy Mitchell
Bonnie Sowers
Gerald Stevenson
Vicki Fonner
Leslie Stevenson
Stanley Mariacher

ROOT INTERNATIONAL
NEEDED: HOUSEHOLD ITEMS IN GOOD CONDITION

In Pastor Sue’s article, she mentioned that “when one door closes, another one opens.” Due to
COVID-19, the Board of Deacons has, with regret, decided not to hold the Deacons Rummage Sale
this year. That’s the “closed door.” As for the “open door” - the JPC Mission Committee has been
in contact with ROOT International, a ministry based in Mercer, which distributes clothing and
household items to impoverished areas of the American Southwest and Mexico.
ROOT is in need of bedding (blankets, comforters, sheets & pillowcases), bath and kitchen towels
and housewares (pots, pans, dishes, cooking utensils and flatware) which will be shipped to the
Southwest in the fall. Items may be gently used but must be clean and in good condition.
JPC will begin collecting items for ROOT in late August or early September, but PLEASE do not bring
items to the church yet. Information on collection dates/details will be posted on our website, Facebook and through the Sunday announcements within the next few weeks.

Youth Update
The first youth meeting took place on Sunday, June 28, 2020 from 3:30 – 6:30.
This included a visit to Deer Park, then back to the church for a cookout, games and
Bible lesson. Jarron Mihoci & Casey Harmon led the group of 9 with Janeen Mihoci &
Tom Walker assisting.
The next youth meeting was held on Sunday, July 19th from 11:30 am – 1:30 with a
lunch included.
A kayak trip with seven youth involved took place on Saturday, July 25th at 10:00 am
with Tom Walker & Ron McClimans.
The next youth meeting is scheduled for Sunday, August 2, from 11:30 – 1:30 with
lunch provided.
A local mission project is planned for the youth from August 10th – 12th.
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