
 
 

“God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in time of trouble.”   Psalm 46:1 

 

April 2, 2020 

 

Dear JPC family and friends, 

 

Greetings to you on this sunny Thursday!  Beyond the window of my home office, daffodils are finally 

beginning to open their lovely trumpet shapes.   I pray that you are able to rejoice with me that spring 

truly has arrived (not just on the calendar, but in fact) … even though we are shadowed by the presence 

of COVID-19 and the restrictions it has placed upon our lives. 

 

I trust by now you are aware that Governor Wolf ordered all residents in Pennsylvania to remain at home 

unless it is absolutely essential to go out.   This “stay at home” order will be in effect at least through the 

end of April.  The previously issued ban on gatherings of more than 10 people has likewise been 

extended. 

 

• Regretfully, this means we will be unable to hold our customary Holy Week services.   

• I will continue to provide weekly resources for use in home worship (attached) 

• There are also many options for “live streaming” worship and Bible studies, such as:  

https://www.meridianpres.org/meridian-live/  Meridian Presbyterian Church    

https://www.gracecb.org/gracelive/  Grace Church  

https://www.facebook.com/hillsidepresby/ Hillside Presbyterian Church 

• On Saturday April 4, we are providing a free Saturday Supper by take-out with pickup times starting at 

4:30.  Orders must be called in to the church office (724-932-2101).  As always, any donations will go to 

support the Jamestown food pantry and backpack program.    

• We are currently planning a chicken-and-biscuits supper on April 18 for take-out only. 

 

As mentioned in last week’s letter, we know that many people have been economically impacted by this 

crisis.   If you are in need of something – food, medication, transportation – please let me or the Deacons 

know.    But we also ask that you continue to give as generously as you can to the church’s general fund*  

so that we can continue to cover necessary expenses and seek new ways to serve, even though we are not 

currently able to meet together.    

 

Please know that I am praying for God’s protection for you and your loved ones, His provision for your 

daily needs, and His powerful presence in each of your unique circumstances.   I know that many of you 

also pray for me and my family – for which I am ever grateful. 

 

With love in the Lord, 

 

Pastor Sue 

 

*Gifts can be mailed to the church, or you can give online via the church website. 

https://www.meridianpres.org/meridian-live/
https://www.gracecb.org/gracelive/
https://www.facebook.com/hillsidepresby/


BIBLE READINGS FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

We tend to think of Easter as a single day celebration of Christ’s rising from the grave.  In fact, Easter is not 
just one day of joy.  It is a season, and a way of life. 

This year, Easter Sunday falls on April 12th.    We invite you to consider spending time each of the seven days 
prior to Easter Sunday – known as Holy Week -- by reflecting on the events that took place in Jerusalem in the days 
just before and after Jesus went to the cross.     

The following readings can be a guide to “walking with” Jesus and his closest followers during that week.   
You may be very familiar with the story, but try to resist jumping ahead in your heart and your mind.    Instead, as 
you read, try to put yourself “in the moment.”   Imagine yourself in the place of the disciples, of Jesus, of the Roman 
soldiers, of the religious leaders … even, if you dare, in the place of Judas Iscariot.   Try to LIVE the story as it 
unfolds. 

If it’s been a while since you heard the story, a little background information may be helpful.   For nearly 
three years, Jesus traveled throughout the ancient land of Judea, telling people the Good News that God saw their 
sin and sorrow --  knew about their pain and suffering – and God was bringing about a new kind of kingdom that 
would change everything for the better.   Jesus told them of God’s kindness, and about how God really wanted 
them to live.  But he did more than just talk;  he reached out to heal and to help people with every kind of trouble, 
every kind of sickness you can think of.    People every-where were fascinated by him and wanted to be close to 
him. 

The religious leaders, though, became increasingly hostile toward Jesus.  They feared his popularity, and 
resented him for exposing their hypocrisy.   Then Jesus did something that astonished everyone:  He raised a man 
named Lazarus from the dead – and Lazarus had been in the tomb for four full days!   (John 11: 1-44).    Then the 
chief priests and the ruling council, called the Sanhedrin, became determined to put an end to Jesus once and for all  
(John 11: 45-57). 

 
START ON THE SUNDAY BEFORE EASTER SUNDAY 
 
Sunday April 5:    Read about how Jesus was anointed with expensive perfume, and how a few days later he entered 
Jerusalem riding on a donkey (John 12: 1-19).   

Reflection:   In what ways do you show Jesus your love and devotion?   How often do you publically rejoice 
and praise Jesus for coming into your life? 

 
Monday April 6:   Read about Jesus chasing out money-lenders and sellers from the Temple (Matthew 21: 12-15).     

Reflection:   Think about your body and mind as a temple for worshiping the Lord.  What does Jesus need to 
cleanse, so that you can more rightly worship and honor him? 

 
Tuesday April 7:   Read about Jesus teaching in the Temple (Matthew 21:23-46; this takes place the day after he 
chased out those who had turned the temple into a marketplace). 

Reflection:  Have there been times when Jesus’ truth seemed hard to accept?  Did you question his authority?  
Grumble?  Back away?     After reflecting on these things, go back and read verses 28-31 again.    Remember 
it is not our first response that matters to God, but that we follow through by doing what he asks of us. 
 

Wednesday April 8:   Read John 12:37-50 about some who would not believe in Jesus – and some who believed but 
were afraid to openly acknowledge their faith.     

Reflection:    It can be hard to understand why some people openly proclaim their faith in Jesus, while others 
either do not believe, or are silent about their faith.   Consider the ways that the world we live in seeks to 
discourage believers.    



 
Thursday April 9:   Maundy Thursday – the day of the Last Supper.   The word “maundy” comes from the Latin 
mandatum, meaning command.  It was on that night Jesus commanded his disciples: “Love one another as I have 
loved you.”  (John 15:12).   They were gathered for Passover, a Jewish holiday celebrating the time when God 
delivered the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  God, through Moses, told his people to put the blood of a lamb on 
the top and side posts of the doors to their homes, so the angel of death would see the blood and “pass over” the 
house.   Read Luke 22:1-6 and Matthew 26:17-29.   

Reflection:   In Luke’s account of that supper, Jesus said that whenever we break bread (eat a meal) we are to 
remember him.   Do you say “grace” – give thanks – before you eat?    When you eat together with family or 
friends, how often do you “remember” Jesus during the meal?   

Next, follow Jesus and his disciples into the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed to the Father about the 
suffering he knew was to come.  Read Matthew 26:30-45.   

Reflection:  Think of the disciples, who couldn’t keep awake even one hour to pray with Jesus.  Tonight see if 
you can spend an hour in prayer.   What things in your life need to be submitted in the same way as Jesus 
prayed?  that is:   “nevertheless, not my will, but your will be done.” 

 
Friday, April 10:   Good Friday.    Why “good?”   In the medieval English language, the word “good” actually meant 
“holy.”   But even by today’s common definition of the word, we can see this day as wonderfully good for us, 
because Jesus died to atone for our sins.    The reading for this day is quite long, and it is also intense.   You may find 
it best to read a short section at a time, taking time to consider what Jesus suffered for your sake.   Read Luke 22:47 
through Luke 23:56 
 
Saturday, April 11    Holy Saturday    From nightfall on Friday until sometime before dawn on Sunday, Jesus lay 
alone in the tomb – not in a coma, not sleeping, but really and truly dead (the Roman soldiers made certain of that).  
Scripture is basically silent about this day.     1 Peter 3:18-20 says that after he was made alive again, he went and 
preached to the “imprisoned” spirits who were disobedient long ago in the days of Noah.  We don’t really know 
what this means.   What we do know, is that Jesus’ followers were hiding … grieving … in shock.   Read John 
chapters 14 and 15 – in which Jesus (before he was arrested) comforts his disciples and tells them what is to come. 
 
Sunday, April 12   EASTER!    Awaken with a song in your heart and a smile on your face.  He is Risen – the Lord is 
Risen Indeed!    Read John Chapter 20.     Take part in a worship service (if none are being held in your area, join in 
with a televised or live stream worship service).    Listen to Easter hymns on YouTube or a Christian radio station.   
Call a friend and share, in your own words, what you have experienced this past week and what Easter means to 
you.    Above all, rejoice!   for: 

Dying, He put an end to death; rising, He restored our life.  Come again, Lord Jesus, in glory 
 

Credit:   These reflections have been adapted from a post on TheLife.com, by Julie Cosgrove.    
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“Worshiping Together … Even While Apart” 
 

A Resource for Worship at Home  

Palm Sunday    April 5, 2020 
 
 

 

A Sample Prayer 
 

Merciful God, whose gracious love for us embraced 

that long and lonely journey to the cross, gather us 

close to you in these coming days of isolation and 

loneliness.  Help us to reflect deeply upon the way 

taken by our Savior:  the false charges against him, 

the flight of the disciples, the kiss of betrayal, the 

crown of thorns … and in such reflection, give us 

courage to be honest about those times in our own 

lives when he has received the same at our hands.   

Yet help us also remember there is no sin so dark you 

are unwilling to forgive, and no wound so deep that 

you are unable to heal.    

 

Jesus, Lamb of God, we thank and praise you for your 

unfathomable sacrifice … for the redemption of our 

broken lives … for your work as it continues in our 

community …  and for the sacrificial love of those who 

serve in your name both here and around the globe… 

 

Now, O Lord, hear us as we lift up to you our prayers 

for individual needs and concerns …   

 

Guard and guide us through these dark and anxious 

times, gracious God, and show us how we may find 

new ways to be your faithful people, loving one 

another even as you love us.    Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Worship (in unison): 

Rejoice and sing praises to Jesus our Savior! 

Give thanks for this day that leads to the cross! 

We remember that Jesus entered Jerusalem, riding 

      on a donkey; 

We remember that the crowds hailed Him as God’s 

      promised Messiah; but within days, those same 

      crowds demanded that He be crucified. 

Behold, this is the Way of Salvation!   The stone the 

      builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous to see. 

 

HYMN: “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”       # 238 

Please let the church office know if you would 

like to borrow a hymnal, so you can sing or 

read the suggested hymns. 

 



Call to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, let us 

confess our sins to the Lord.  (silent confession) 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  

        Lord Jesus Christ, only-begotten Son of God, have 

mercy on us!  We confess that all too often we act like the 

citizens of Jerusalem did so long ago.  We gladly call you 

Savior and Lord, but when your path involves sacrifice or 

struggle we lose courage … we look for an easier way … and 

sometimes we even deny you.  Forgive us, we pray, and by 

your Spirit fill us with fresh wisdom and courage to follow 

where you lead us, that we may fulfill your kingdom 

purposes and bring honor to your name.  Amen.    

 

Assurance of Pardon: 

       This is the Good News:  God has come to us, humbly, as 

a servant, to redeem us from sin and death.  By the grace of 

God, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven and we are set 

free.  Blessed be the name of the Lord!    

 

Response of Faith            “Gloria Patri”                    #142 

 

First Scripture Reading:             Isaiah 42: 1-8 

Second  Scripture Reading:                       John 12: 1- 19 

         

A Meditation:     He Knew Where He Was Headed 

                                   (see separate document) 

  

HYMN:       “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”        #239 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Include your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession; 

see also a suggested prayer on the back page 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings 

Here, give thanks for the gifts God has poured out to you 

and to the community of faith:  time, talents, treasures … 

gifts of compassion and relationships.  Pray for God’s 

guidance in making good use of what He has entrusted to 

you in this season of life.    

Tithes and offerings can be either mailed to the 

church, or donated online via the church website. 

 

Response of Praise                    

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

 Praise Him all creatures here below. 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:             “All Glory, Laud and Honor”        # 249 

 

Closing Refrain:                   # 523 

“God Be with You ’Til We Meet Again” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04/05 James McElhaney 

04/06 Abby Good 

04/08 Johan Wester 

04/11 Emily White 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 
A Meditation for Palm / Passion Sunday                                    April 5, 2020 
 
 

“He Knew Where He Was Headed” 
Isaiah 42:1-8 (also, 50:4-10)   &   John 12:1-19 

 

The story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem is a very familiar one.  Not only is it reported in all 

four of the Gospels, but in most Christian traditions it is the central passage each year on this final 

Sunday before Easter.   

 

It’s difficult for us to really FEEL what was going on in Jerusalem at that time.  Remember, this all took 

place just prior to the festival of Passover – the highest of the high holy days for Israel.  Passover was 

a time of great joy and intense religious fervor.   Every year, great multitudes poured into the city to 

celebrate the great victory God had won for his people when he rescued them from slavery in Egypt.   

 

But even though their festivities were sincere, faithful Jews found it impossible to be light-hearted 

during the Passover.  Although they were living in the land God had promised to their ancestor 

Abraham, they were NOT truly free.  Instead, their land was occupied and ruled by Romans, whom 

most Jewish people despised and feared. 

 

And what about the Romans?  For their part, they considered themselves to be reasonable and even 

tolerant rulers.   The truth is, by the standards of history the Romans weren’t bad at all.   Once a land 

had been conquered, the Romans allowed the native population to continue to worship their own 

‘gods’ and continue to run their own businesses.   Of course Rome took precautions to ensure they 

maintained control.  For example, they always installed a governor who would be loyal to Rome, and 

they always established at least a small garrison of soldiers brought in from other parts of the empire.     

 

But as long as the citizens of the conquered nation complied with those in authority and paid the 

required taxes, the Romans ruled with a light hand.   Experience had taught them that it generally 

took only a few decades before an occupied territory settled down – only a generation or two before 

the people adopted Roman customs, beliefs and values. 

 

In Judea, however …  well, things were different in Judea.  Almost 100 years had passed since the 

capital city of Jerusalem was conquered by siege, but Judea had never really accepted its Roman 

lords.  The nation of Israel had a long history, and its people had a long memory … especially when 

they came together to celebrate the Passover. 

Every year, hundreds of thousands of Jews streamed into Jerusalem in early spring, until the city and 

its surrounding villages were literally bulging at the seams.  Every year, vast crowds thronged the 

streets and the Temple courts, joyfully celebrating the strength and power of God who had delivered 



them from bondage in Egypt.  Every year, faithful Jews prayed fervently that this would be the year 

when God would deliver them from the Romans, too.  And every year, a small number of dissidents 

secretly wondered if this was the year when they should take action. 

 

Obviously, the Passover was a time of great concern for both religious and civil leaders.  So every 

year, the chief priests watched closely for any signs of trouble.  And every year, the Roman governor 

stationed extra troops throughout the city … just in case. 

 

Jerusalem was like a great, steaming cauldron ready to boil over if the temperature was turned up 

even the slightest degree.  Every single year. 

 

So why, oh why, did Jesus decide to ride into Jerusalem in such a spectacular way?!? 

 

Up until that point, Jesus had kept a fairly low profile.  It’s true that as he became better known, great 

crowds sometimes followed him – but he didn’t try to promote himself.  In fact the opposite was true.  

One time when a crowd of people wanted to take him by force and make him their king, Jesus slipped 

away into the hills where nobody could find him.  When evil spirits cried out that he was the “holy 

one of God,” Jesus ordered them to be silent.  And when Simon Peter said, “You are the Messiah!”  

Jesus called him blessed – but then immediately warned his disciples not to tell anyone about it. 

 

Yet something about THIS day was different.  This time … Jesus wasn’t holding back. 

 

500 years earlier, the prophet Zechariah had told the nation of Israel that one day their true king 

would arrive – “righteous and victorious yet humble,  riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey”  (Zechariah 9:9).   That picture was indelibly etched on their minds.  God’s chosen people 

had, in effect, been waiting for half a millennium for David’s successor to come riding into town to 

take his rightful place on the throne. 

 

And now, it seemed like Jesus was going to do exactly that.  John says, “Jesus found a donkey” but the 

other three Gospel writers give us more detail.  For example, in Mark 11:2-3, Jesus sent two of his 

disciples, saying “Go to the village ahead of you.  Just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 

which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing 

this?’ tell them, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’ ”   

Jesus certainly knew that ancient prophecy.  He knew that donkey was there.  And when Jesus came 

riding in, just like Zechariah had foretold, people lined the streets to welcome him with shouts of joy. 

 

Undoubtedly, many people in the crowd expected Jesus to raise an army – start a revolution --  like 

the famous Jewish warrior Judas Maccabeus had done when he drove the Greeks out of Jerusalem 

200 years earlier.    Some of the people, knowing Jesus better, might have expected him to work a 



great miracle to annihilate the Romans --  like God caused the waters of the Red Sea to come crashing 

to drown the Pharaoh’s army, when God rescued the Hebrew people from Egypt after that first 

Passover.    

 

There may have been differing ideas about how Jesus was going to fulfill Zechariah’s ancient 

prophecy, but no doubt about it, the crowd was delighted with his dramatic, kingly entrance.  

 

But as we know, not everyone was excited to see Jesus.  Not everyone was happy about the way the 

crowd welcomed him.  The religious and civil authorities saw him not as a long-awaited hero, but as a 

dangerous threat to be eliminated.  Using lies and deception, bribes and betrayal, those leaders 

arranged to have Jesus put to death.  Less than a week after Jesus’ triumphant entry on the donkey’s 

colt, the very same voices that so gladly cheered “Hosanna!” would, instead, be demanding his 

crucifixion.   

 

Looking at all these things today – two thousand years later – we know it was all part of God’s plan 

and God’s timing.   Jesus was most definitely NOT the kind of messiah the people of Jerusalem had 

expected – and not the kind the authorities feared.  His kingship did not come through military power, 

but through self-giving sacrifice and mercy.   

 

The surprise is, that nobody seems to have expected that.  Nobody, perhaps, other than Jesus himself.  

Riding into Jerusalem that day, accepting the praises of the crowd, Jesus surely knew that ahead of 

him lay suffering and shame.   He knew where he was headed.  He knew, for it had been foretold by 

the prophecy Isaiah: 

“The Sovereign Lord has given me his words of wisdom, so that I know what to say to all these 

weary ones.  Morning by morning he wakens me and opens my understanding to his will.  The 

Sovereign Lord has spoken to me, and I do not rebel or turn away.  I give my back to those who 

beat me and my cheeks to those who pull out my beard.  I do not hide from shame, though they 

mock me and spit in my face.  Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be dismayed.  

Therefore I have set my face firm as a stone, determined to do his will.  And I know that I will 

triumph, for he who gives me justice is near.” 

Jesus knew he was riding toward suffering and shame – riding, even to his death.   And yet, such an 

amazing love!   He did not turn back.  He did not turn away.   He rode on – to Jerusalem, to the cross 

and, ultimately, to victory. 

 

Pause for just a moment, and think about that.   Jesus knew where he was headed, but he did not 

turn away.   Dear friends, as we go through life we have our Palm Sundays – exciting, joyous, full of 

hope and anticipation.  We have “Maundy Thursdays” that start well but turn to uncertainty, 

confusion and dread.   And from time to time, we may have dark days, like that Holy Friday, when it 

seems our hopes and dreams have suddenly turned to dust.     



 

But there are lots of in-between days, too.   Days that don’t seem particularly exciting or particularly 

difficult ….   yet, each new day a gift from God.  Each new day a gift, with opportunities to explore, 

challenges to face, relationships to enjoy and to treasure (even if, in these days, we must connect by 

telephone rather than in person). 

 

Wherever we are in our journey, let us remember Jesus’ journey.    Let us remember that Jesus set his 

face “like a stone” and determined to follow the path God laid before him:    

a path which from an earthly perspective led to suffering and shame 

but from Heaven’s perspective was the path of highest glory 

when God’s himself paid the price for OUR sin – cleansed OUR shame - 

to heal our broken-ness and restore us as beloved sons and daughters of God … 

so that, through him, we could inherit the gift of eternal life. 

 

And something more.   Did you notice?  Did you notice that after Jesus rode into the city … after he 

went to the Temple … then he went to spend time with his friends?   That’s what he wants:   not just 

to heal us, not just to save us, but to be our dearest friend and companion forever. 

 

            Take some time in silence, now, to consider the wondrous love of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:   This message adapted from a sermon I preached at JPC on Palm Sunday, 2018. 

 


