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May 29, 2020 
 
 
Dear JPC family and friends, 
 
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ!   As we celebrate the birth of the church with Pentecost this 
week, we face new challenges in ways to communicate God’s word within our church family. We will continue to 
send out weekly worship materials and post online services.  Included are this week’s updates: 
 

• We will be welcoming two guest pastors while Pastor Sue is on vacation – leading this Sunday’s service is 

Rev. Rick Cepris, a local retired pastor, and leading on June 7th, will be Dr. David Valentine, a professor at 

Grove City College.  Make sure to check out their sermons on our website jamestownpres.org or our 

Facebook page. We still need your photos- let us know if you have a recent picture to share. 

• Pastor Sean Hall from Hillside Presbyterian Church will be available if there are any emergency pastoral care 

needs prior to Pastor Sue’s return on June 8.    Pastor Sean can be contacted by calling Hillside Presbyterian 

Church 724-588-4920 or Pastor Sean’s cell phone 724-638-7381. 

• A reminder that the entire offering received  for the second week of June (6/8 through 6/14) will be used for 

U.S. disaster relief - because of your faithful prayers and other support for our ministry we are able to share 

our blessings. 

• The next free Saturday Supper will be on June 13th.   The meal will feature pulled pork sandwiches, baked 

beans, and coleslaw - take-out with advanced reservations made through the church office (724-932-2101).   

• Our prayers and blessings for this year’s graduates.  As the school career ends for our seniors, may God’s 

love and guidance be with them in their next adventures.  In the online service is a special tribute to senior 

Amanda College. 

• Finally, as our country is opening up, may we find ways to reach out to those people who have been 

distressed emotionally or financially,  to support our local struggling businesses, and to minimize risk even as 

we are making plans to join together to worship again. 

 

“The LORD bless you and keep you;  the LORD make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 

 

Janeen Mihoci, Clerk of Session 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 

Pastor Sue will be on vacation starting May 25 and returning 

on June 8.  Pastor Sean Hall of Hillside Presbyterian Church 

is available for urgent pastoral care needs during Pastor Sue's 

absence.  Pastor Sean can be contacted by calling Hillside 

Presbyterian Church 724-588-4920 or Pastor Sean’s cell 

phone 724-638-7381. 

 

Next free Community Dinner will be on Saturday, June 13, 

2020.  Call the church office to reserve your dinner 724-932-

2101.  This month’s dinner will be pulled pork sandwiches, 

baked beans, and coleslaw.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us take a few 

moments in silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship:   

God, whose Spirit has cut across our lines of race and 

class, age and gender, to create one new people, we, 

your people, have gathered for worship. Open our 

ears and eyes and hearts to the presence of your Spirit 

among us, that we might have the courage and vision 

to be the church, gathered for worship, scattered 

through the world; that we might believe that what 

can happen in this hour might be life-changing, life 

giving. By your Spirit, O Lord, remind us of who we 

are, lest we forget. AMEN. 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
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“Worshiping Together … Even While Apart” 
 

Pentecost – May 31, 2020 
 

06/01    Linda Williams 

06/02    Camille McClimans 

06/10    Jan Reese 

06/13    Evelyn Ries 

06/14    Gladys Melton 

06/14    Linda Volosin 

06/15    Nancy Fry 

 



SHINE, JESUS SHINE 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness shining, 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us: 

Shine on me; shine on me! 
 

Chorus: 

Shine, Jesus, shine!  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze!  Set our hearts on fire! 

Flow, river, flow!  Flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by the blood I may enter your brightness. 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

so our faces display your likeness; 

ever changing from glory to glory, 

mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 

Copyright License #1509999 

 
 

*SONG:        “Shine, Jesus Shine”       (words on inside page) 
 

Call to Confession: 

Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, let us 

confess our sins to the Lord.   
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  We confess to you, Renewing 

Spirit, that we confuse unity with uniformity and diversity with 

divisiveness. We speak and behave as if being a part of your 

family means assimilating others to our way of living. We deny 

and destroy the beauty you created in each person. We long to 

change these patterns, O Creator, but we do not know how. 

Teach us to value challenge. Help us to see strength in 

difference. And empower us to build your kingdom in creativity 

and love. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon:   
Hear the good news! God’s Spirit has been poured out 

upon all flesh, and we have been made one. We are 

forgiven!  We are no longer scattered or divided, but 

gathered together to build up the kingdom on this earth. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Include your prayers of thanksgiving and intercession. 
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Presentation of our Tithes and Offerings 
Tithes and offerings can be either mailed to the church or donated online via 

the church website. 
 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison): 

Gracious God, Jesus promised his disciples the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, a gift that remains as powerful and 

transformative today as it was on the first Pentecost. 

With generous and thankful hearts, we offer our gifts to 

you — our time, treasure and talent, but most of all, our 

hearts. Use us and these offerings for your purposes and 

glory. Amen 

Scripture:         Acts 2:1-21

                             

Message:       “The Gift of God”      Rev. Rick Cepris 

 

HYMN:        “Spirit of God, Descend Upon my Heart”        # 147 

(vs. 1, 3, & 5) 

Benediction 

  

Closing Refrain:    God be With You ‘Til We Meet Again 

 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church           Rev. Rick Cepris 

Pentecost                             May 31, 2020 

Acts 2:1-21 

“The Gift of God” 
 
           We all have been going through a long and difficult time with the “stay at Home” orders to 

fight this pandemic.  The other day a man I know said to me, “I have gone through 32 books, since 

this stay at home thing started.”  I said to him that is amazing!  He said, “Your telling me, that is a lot 

of coloring!”  

 

            Today is Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian church!  So, happy Birthday and on this 

birthday, we receive a gift.  Speaking of gifts, did you ever receive a gift from someone that you had 

no idea what it was when you opened it?  I received a birthday gift from my daughter one time.  As I 

pulled off the ribbon and wrapping paper all eyes were on me.  I opened the box and there it was…  

What was it? 

 

           Of course, my daughter was looking at me with eager anticipation, as if to say, "Well, do you 

like it?"  And finally, out of courtesy, I said something like, "Oh, how could you have known? Thank 

you so much.  I can really use this."  Only to have a wounded voice say, "Do you even know what it 

is?  Then she explains to me what the gift was and what it was used for.  It was some kind of 

clamping device for my shoes so I could walk on ice and snow.  Truthfully, the next year it was in the 

yard sale at a church I was serving at the time. 

 

           There is something of the same uncertainty and perplexity, in a much deeper sense, about 

Pentecost.  You heard the story--the leaders of the early church all gathered in one place when 

suddenly there was the sound of rushing wind like a tornado, then tongues of fire appeared resting on 

every head, and each one of them began speaking the gospel in other languages.  Here on Pentecost, 

in dramatic fashion, something has been given to the church, a gift from God.  But when we open it 

up, what exactly is this gift?  What is it for? 

 

           The gift is the Holy Spirit, of course.  On Pentecost, God gave the church the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  And to be a part of the church is to say, "We have received the gift of the Holy Spirit."  But 

when you take the wrapping paper off, what exactly is this gift of the Holy Spirit?  

 

           Some people are fascinated by the drama of this story.  The power of the wind moving like a 

freight train through the congregation, of tongues of fire resting on people's heads.  And they say, 

"Ah, I know what the gift is!  The gift of Pentecost is the gift of energy and excitement in the church."  

Pentecost is God's way of shaking the moss off the church, blowing the cobwebs out of the sanctuary, 

and allowing electricity and excitement to energize the church. 

 

           Well, if that's the gift, God knows we need it.  Some energy and some excitement in the 

church!  Thomas Long, a great homiletics professor told the story of the time he and his family were 

worshiping on a Pentecost Sunday.  He said his children were very small then; and on this particular 

Pentecost Sunday, the minister had decided to infuse a little drama into the reading of the Pentecost 

story in the Book of Acts.  When he got to that part of the story about the wind blowing with a great 

sound that was the secret cue for someone in the choir loft to turn on a tape recorder at top volume 

with the sound of a hurricane wind.  His children were already a little bored by that point in the 

service, lazily coloring on their bulletins with crayons, but when the loud sound of that wind kicked 

up, they snapped to attention and began looking around the sanctuary. 



 

           When the minister read that part of the story about tongues of fire landing on people's heads, 

there were people planted in the congregation who had hidden in their purses and coat pockets little 

red, flashy pom-poms, which they now pulled out and started waving above their heads.  When the 

minister got to the part about the apostles speaking in other languages some people in the 

congregation, some of them from Europe, some from Asia, some from Africa, stood up and began to 

speak in their own native tongues.  At this point, of course, Long’s children were practically standing 

on the pew and looking around.  When the minister finished reading the passage, the choir began to 

lead them in a gentle rendition of "Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew." Then he 

said that he thought they would settle in to hear the sermon, when suddenly a man stood up in the 

balcony and laughed rudely and raucously at the congregation, saying, "They must be drunk on new 

wine!"  Long said his children, now far from being bored, were beside themselves with excitement.  

When they left worship that day, his son David, who was just a little boy then, turned to him and said, 

"Wow, Dad!  That was really church!" 

 

           Well, maybe so.  If it's energy and excitement that we get as a gift on Pentecost, God knows 

we need it.  There was a colleague of mine that was invited to preach at a particular church.  

Afterwards, an elder of the church was talking with him.  As they talked, he confided with him what 

he could not tell his own minister, that some Sundays he snuck away to a different church, a church 

where they sing scripture songs and speak in tongues and pray waving their hands over their heads.  

He told it to him sheepishly.  "I shouldn't do it," he said.  "After all, I'm an elder in my own church.  

But there's something about my church that strikes me as so boring." 

Well, my friend understood.  There is something weighty and heavy in the life of the church.  I mean, 

if we're not talking about the stewardship program and how to balance the budget, we're talking about 

fixing something that needs repaired, or trying to pick the right music for worship.  And when we 

aren't bound up in those little disputes, we're trying to face staggering problems in the world like war 

and poverty and human sexuality, a pandemic no less!  And it begins to weigh us down.  Wouldn't it 

be nice to be lifted up and to have the life of the church flying like a flag, snapping in the powerful 

wind of the Spirit, with energy and excitement?  Maybe that is the gift of Pentecost! 

 

           But wait a minute.  Have you ever noticed where this story of Pentecost is positioned in the 

book of Acts?  It's sandwiched in between two other stories.  On one side is the story of the selection 

of an apostle to replace Judas.  And on the other side is a story about the early church breaking bread, 

attending to the teachings of the apostles and trying to take care of the poor among their midst.  In 

other words, the story of Pentecost is positioned right between the election of officers and struggling 

over programs of Christian education, worship, and service.  Right between institution and mission.  

And whatever it is that we're given on Pentecost, it doesn't lift us out and up over these earthbound 

realities.  It drives us more deeply in. 

 

           Well some other people have suggested that maybe the gift we receive on Pentecost today is 

the gift of power.  After all, Jesus did say to the disciples, "When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 

you shall receive power."  And if it's power we receive this day, then God knows we need that, too.  

There used to be a time, you know, when the church had a certain kind of clout in the world, when it 

was viewed with respect and prestige.  But gradually, it is being pushed to the margins.  There once 

was a time when schools wouldn't dream of having athletic practice on Sunday mornings.  But that's 

gone. 

 

           Maybe, if there is power at Pentecost, it's more like the power of Jesus because it looks like 

weakness and vulnerability.  Did you notice what the world did when the church manifested its 



Pentecostal gift?  They poked each other in the ribs and said, "I don't know about you, but they look 

like they're drunk to me."  That's strange power! 

 

           I believe the gift we get on Pentecost is the one gift we most desperately need and the world 

needs.  Strangely enough, the gift of Pentecost is the gift of something to say, a Word to speak in the 

brokenness and tragedy of the world that is unlike any other word.  Oh, how we need that word right 

now in our world!  During this time of economic disaster and tragic loss of life and so much 

uncertainty we need to hear something positive!  Did you notice what happened to the church when 

the Spirit was given?  It stood up and it spoke.  It moved from silence to language.  It talked and the 

whole world heard the good news in its own languages.  As the prophet Joel said, "In the latter days, I 

will pour out my Spirit on all of humanity.  And your sons and your daughters will prophesy."  Your 

sons and your daughters will have a Word to speak, that life is stronger than death, that hope is deeper 

than despair, that every tear will be dried, and that in the power of Christ's resurrection, death and 

pain will be no more.  That Word is our gift to speak. 

 

           When Dr. Elizabeth Kubler Ross was writing her famous book on death and dying, part of her 

research involved interviewing dying patients in the hospital, trying to find out how they felt and 

thought as they faced death.  As she went from room to room in the hospital, she began to notice a 

remarkable pattern.  Sometimes she would go into a dying person's room and the person would be 

calm, at peace, and tranquil.  She also began to notice that often this was after the patient's room had 

been cleaned by a certain hospital orderly.  One day, Dr. Ross happened to run into this orderly in the 

hospital corridor, and she said to her, "What are you doing with my patients?" 

 

           The orderly thought she was being reprimanded by the doctor, and she said, "I'm not doing 

anything with your patients." 

 

           "No, no," responded Dr. Ross.  "It's a good thing.  After you go into their rooms, they seem at 

peace.  What are you doing with my patients?" 

 

           "I just talk to them," the orderly said.  "You know, I've had two babies of my own die on my 

lap.  But God never abandoned me.  I tell them that.  I tell them that they aren't alone, that God is with 

them, and that they don't have to be afraid." 

 

           There's the gift at Pentecost: A Word to speak in the brokenness and tragedy of the world, a 

word of good news and hope that is unlike any other word.  God knows we need it! 

 

           Wouldn’t it be a beautiful thing that God’s Spirit could come to this congregation and give us 

a word to speak that the world desperately needs to hear?  It is a beautiful thing because I’m here to 

tell you that God’s Spirit is here and each one of you has that ability to speak lovingly and caringly to 

someone that just needs what you have to say.   

 

           Today, we need to add your voice to the many voices of this church.  Truly, this is a gift from 

God.  Amen. 
 

 


