
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you to all who helped with desserts, preparing and serving our 

Community Dinner last evening.     

Nancy Fry has brought a small portion of her “little drummer boy” 

collection for us to enjoy.  These are displayed in the glass case in the 

Annex.  Be sure to take a moment to view and enjoy.  Thanks for 

sharing with us, Nancy! 

Join us this Christmas Eve for our music-filled candlelight service.  

Masks are not required, but please maintain a safe social distance.  The 

worship service begins at 7 PM.  We recommend you plan to arrive a 

bit early to enjoy the special gathering music. 

The church office will be closed December 24-28.  

 

 

Worship Leader today: Gladys Melton  

Organist today:  Don Elliott 

 

 

 

 
December  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Mike Henegan  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 
Deacon for December:   All Deacons - If you know of anyone in 

the hospital or in need of assistance, please contact any of our 

Deacons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 19, 2021  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude “Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming”     Handbell Choir
      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Wreath: 

Mihoci Family 
 

One:    We have come to worship God, our Creator and King, 

All:  Who has compassion on the weak and afflicted. 

One:   At just the right time, God sent us a Savior: 

All:      His only-begotten Son, Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 

 (a brief pause while all four outer candles are lighted) 
 

One: The first three candles on the Advent wreath are reminders 

 of the hope, peace and joy Jesus brings; 

All: The fourth candle reminds us that God’s love is most 

 fully revealed in the Person and work of Jesus.  How    

great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we  

 should be called the children of God! 
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12/28   Beth Arnett 
01/07 William Love 
01/08 John Yovanovich 



*Hymn    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”          #168 
 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Lord Jesus Christ, eternal Son of the 

Father, you set aside your divine majesty and stepped out of the 

glory of heaven to enter our world as a vulnerable baby, so that 

you could bring light to our darkness and healing to our sick and 

sorrowing world.  We bow before you, O God, humbled by the 

enormity of your mercy.  Grant us courage and wisdom to give 

up whatever hinders us from loving you and one another.  

Forgive our sin and purify our hearts, we pray; and grant that 

as Christmas comes again for us this year, we will be filled to 

overflowing with fresh wonder and gratitude for your 

extravagant grace.  Amen.   
 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One:  “Comfort, comfort my people,” says the Lord.  So hear and 

believe the Good News!  In Christ, your sins and mine are 

forgiven. 

All:     In Christ, we are set free.  Thanks be to God!    
 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  We believe in One God, eternally existing in 

three Persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We believe that 

God, in an act of extravagant love and mercy, came into the 

world as Jesus of Nazareth, fully human and fully divine, being 

born by the power of the Holy Spirit to a virgin named Mary.   

In Jesus, we know God most completely; by him, we are freed 

from sin and death.   We believe that this same Jesus died on 

the cross to pay for our sins, is risen from the dead, rules now 

at the right hand of the Father, and at a day known only to God, 

he will come again to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  Amen. 

Special Music           Ryleigh & Abby Good   

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:              1 John 4: 7-9 

 

Special Music:   “One Silent Night”      JPC Choir 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second  Scripture Lesson:        1 John 4: 10-16a 

 

Message:   “Love Changes Everything"           Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn   “Redeeming Love”           #199 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:             

O come, let us adore Him O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him: Christ the Lord! 
 

 Postlude       “How Great Our Joy!“  Mansfield 
 

* Those who are able please stand 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Rev. Sue Nageotte 

Fourth Sunday in Advent                 December 19, 2021 

 

“Love Changes Everything” 

1 John 4:7-9,  and 10-16a 

 

[begin by reading the passage;  then prayer for illumination] 

 

In recent years, I’ve become aware that for many families, television plays a big part in the celebration of 

the Christmas season.   I’m not talking about all the advertising.  Not the holiday music extravaganzas.  

Not football games or basketball games.    No; I’m thinking of all those wonderful movies about 

Christmas. 

 

When I was a young girl, my parents set strict limits about how much television we could watch.  But as 

Christmas time grew near, some of the restrictions lifted.  I think it was partly so my mother could work 

on “special projects.”    I remember us children laying on the floor in front of our huge old cabinet 

television – the kind with three channels and “rabbit ear” antennas – to watch special Christmas movies. 

 

Movies like A Christmas Carol … It’s a Wonderful Life … Miracle on 4th Street … and of course, Rudolph 

the Red-Nosed Reindeer, and Charlie Brown’s Christmas.   Those wonderful old classics still show up on 

TV every year.  More recently, shows like the Polar Express … and The Grinch.   But while those are great 

stories, they are not THE STORY.  Behind all these stories we have the original stories:  not fiction, but the 

real biblical accounts that are the foundation for all the others. 

 

And the original story is, above all, a love-story.   The story of a God who loves us so much, writes John, 

that “he sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.”    And it’s also the story 

of a man and a woman – Joseph and Mary – who were willing to let their lives be turned upside down in 

order to accomplish God’s plan to bring his love into the world “in the flesh.” 

 

No one else was ever asked to be earthly parents to the Son of God.   No one else had to make quite the 

choices they made.   But to be a follower of Jesus Christ means we must be willing to set aside our own 

agendas … to let God turn OUR lives upside down if he so desires …  in order to work out his loving 

purposes through us.   To be a follower of Jesus inevitably means we will be stretched;  we will be 

changed. 



 

I think that one of the reasons we are so touched by those old Christmas movies, is that in each case, the 

main character goes through some kind of positive transformation.  There’s an inward transformation, 

that changes the way he (or she) lives out his life. 

 

We relate to these stories, because deep in our hearts we, too, want to live lives of meaning and 

significance.   We want our lives to count for something … and, in our own way, we want to help make 

the world a better place.   So we try, we mess up, we try again;  and ultimately we learn an important 

truth:  we cannot change even our own small slice of the world, unless we have love, a love that is 

greater than ourselves. 

 

This is the love God sent into the world in the Person of Jesus Christ.  And this is the love that abides with 

us, working through us, in the Person of the Holy Spirit. 

 

It is a love that changes us in ways that are hard to define, but easy to observe.  Love challenges us, 

embraces us, changes us.   And authentic love always overflows. 

 

Take, for example, Charles Dickens’ classic story A Christmas Carol.  The hard-hearted miser Ebenezer 

Scrooge falls asleep on Christmas Eve.  During the night he is visited by three “ghosts” who show him the 

emptiness and spiritual peril of his life.  He is overcome with terror and regret … then suddenly wakes to 

find it was all a dream.  Now, he COULD have just gone back to sleep.  COULD have shaken off the 

experience, and in the morning continued his empty, miserable existence.  But realizing he has been 

given a second chance, Scrooge is overflowing with gratitude and love for the life he has been given.   His 

life has been transformed; and so are the lives around him, because the selfish miser has become a 

warm, generous uncle and friend.  Love changes everything. 

 

If we are open to the season of Advent – preparing our hearts for Someone who is coming, and being 

open to the changes he will bring – God will make his presence known.   It might not come like a blazing 

star … but if we slow down, take time to look into our hearts, we can feel the change happening.   Feel his 

hope and peace, his joy and love filling us.  Strengthening and encouraging us. 

 

And as powerful as God’s love is inside us, it’s even more powerful when we share it.  What if, in the face 

of all that is wrong in the world, we showed the world what God’s love is really like?   Dr. Seuss had this 

in mind, when he wrote “How the Grinch Stole Christmas.”    You know the story.   It begins: 

“Every who down in Who-ville liked Christmas a lot; but the Grinch, who lived just north of Who-

ville, did NOT.” 



The Grinch hates the way the “Who s” celebrate Christmas.  He hates the singing, the dinners, the 

presents – he hates the whole thing.    So he comes up with a plan to sneak into town in the middle of the 

night, pack up all the decorations, steal all the presents, and RUIN Christmas for every single Who.   He 

puts his awful plan into action, then stands up on his mountain-top on Christmas morning looking down 

on the town … just waiting for everyone to wake up, look around and be devastated.   

 

But instead … he hears singing!  The Whos wake up and see what happened, all right; but they didn’t care 

that there weren’t any decorations or trees or even presents.  Turns out that no matter what “things” he 

had taken, Christmas came to them anyway.  And the Grinch is stunned.  “Maybe Christmas doesn’t just 

come from a store,” he marveled.  “Maybe Christmas means a great deal more.” 

 

The story goes on to say that the Grinch’s heart grew three sizes that day.  He returned all the presents 

and, despite what he had tried to do, he was welcomed as a guest of honor at the Who-ville Christmas 

feast. 

 

What changed the Grinch’s heart?   Well, even in the story we can answer “Love made the difference; 

love changed everything.”  Love from God, living inside the “Whos” in Who-ville, rejoicing in the dawn of 

Christmas morning and overflowing in grace even toward mean ol’ Mr. Grinch. 

 

You and I, we aren’t Whos.  But as Christians, we, are people who rejoice in the coming of the One who 

was sent so that we might truly live; the One who has come to show us the depth of God’s love, to shine 

in the darkness and transform us from the inside out.    

 

And we are the people who are called to share this hope, this joy, this love with the world.    Even though 

the first Christmas story is about Mary and Joseph and the baby in a manger and the shepherds who 

came to see it all …  WE know, we KNOW that is just the beginning.  The REST of the Christmas story – 

God’s grand plan of love and redemption – is continuing to play out. 

 

And the really incredible thing is, God doesn’t want us to simply stand back and watch.  Like Mary and 

Joseph, we have an active role to play.   We are not only invited, but we are CALLED to be people who 

live in the light of Christmas all throughout the year.  We are people who love God, and who are willing 

to do the uncomfortable work of loving God’s world.   Why?  Because God loved us first; and love 

changes everything. 

Amen?   Amen.    (take some time for silent prayer and reflection) 

 


