
Sunday, April 17, 2022 

Resurrection Day -  Easter Sunday 
 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude    “Praise the Lord with the Drums and Cymbals” 
 

Welcome and Announcements                        Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

Hymn          “Were You There?”                          # 287 

 

Scripture Reading:                                                  Luke 24: 1-12 
 

Hymn   “Christ Arose”                                   # 298        
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 

One: Glad are our hearts this Easter morning, and joyful our songs, 

All:   for Jesus our Savior has conquered the grave. 

One:  Hear the Good News!   Sin and death have lost their power:  

All:   Christ has redeemed us and set us free! 

One:  Proclaim the Good News!  God has saved us from darkness,   

All:   And brought us into his Kingdom of glorious light! 

One:  Shout out the Good News!   Our Savior is risen! 

All:   Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   
      

*Hymn     “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                   #289 
 

Call to Confession        
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:    Holy and loving God, despite 

this morning’s joy, we confess that sometimes we act as 

though Christ is not risen and that he will not return again.  

Lord, have mercy on us!  Forgive our wavering faith, our 

doubts and our half-hearted obedience. Fill us with new life 

where we have become weary and worn; authentic love 

where we have become shallow or self-serving; forgiveness 

where we feel hurt or have wounded someone else; and the 

joy and freedom of your Holy Spirit where we have allowed 

ourselves to be bound by fear, regret or pride.  We ask this 

in the precious name of Christ and for your glory.  Amen.                 

 

Assurance of Pardon: 

One:   God loves us so much that he accepts us just as we are; 

All:    And he also loves us so much that he will not leave us 

          that way. 

One:  In Jesus Christ, our sins are washed clean and forgiven. 

All:   Everyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life  

          is gone and the new life has begun; thanks be to God! 

 

*Response                      “Gloria Patri”                     #142 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Dedication of our Tithes and Offerings 

 

*Doxology 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

A Time with Young Disciples                            

 

Sermon                  “He is Not There”           Pastor Sue Nageotte  

 

GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:   We believe there is, has ever been, and 

ever shall be, only one God.  We believe that God, our 

Creator, loves us so much He came to us in the Person of His 

one and only-begotten Son, Jesus.  Though He Himself was 

without sin, Jesus willingly gave His life on the cross to atone 

for our sins.  On the third day He rose from the dead, has 

ascended into heaven and will return in glory to judge the 

living and the dead.  God has further shown His love through 

the gift of the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, 

who makes us aware of our need for a Savior, testifies to the 

grace of God in Jesus Christ, fills us with an inner peace 

beyond understanding and sends us out to share the 

wonderful news of God's love with the world.  To God be the 

glory forever!   Amen. 

 



GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn             “Thine is the Glory”                                 #291 
                  

* Charge and Benediction 

 

* Response to the Benediction - 

     He lives!  He lives!  Christ Jesus lives today! 

     He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

     He lives!  He lives!  Salvation to impart; 

     You ask me how I know he lives?  He lives within my heart! 

 

Postlude      “Halleluiah Chorus”      Handel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Deacons have placed two prayer blankets in the annex, one is 

for Fran Moreland and the other is for Pastor Sue and Jim.   

 

Deacons are asking for cookies for the April Community Dinner.  A 

sign-up sheet is in the Annex.  Cookies will need to be at the church 

by 1:00 p.m. on April 23. 

 

Preschool fundraiser – vouchers for hanging baskets, pots and flats.  

An order form is on the counter in the Annex.  Thank you for your 

continued support of our preschool. 

 

Looking Ahead:  Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 14, our 

annual chicken BBQ.  Tickets are now available. Cost is $12 

includes ½ BBQ chicken, cole slaw, baked beans, brownies, roll and 

beverage.   

 

 

 

 

Lay Reader today:  Betty Love 

Organist today:  Cindy Loveridge 
 

April  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for April -  Carol Henegan If you know of anyone in 

the hospital or in need of assistance, please contact Carol at 

724-932-3854 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In loving memory of: Given by: 
 

John Leary Doris Leary  

 

John & Cornelia Mihoci John, Janeen & Jarron Mihoci  

 

Bob & Eileen Fisher John, Janeen & Jarron Mihoci 

 

James Moreland Ron & Kathy McClimans 

 

Albert & Irene Drake Catherine Byerly, Alan Drake & 

Carol Henegan & families 

 

Claude & Irene Dickey Catherine Byerly, Alan Drake & 

Carol Henegan 

 

Mike & Bertha Henegan Mike & Carol Henegan, Christy 

Fields, and  Michael Henegan 

III 

 

Richard E. Pence Nancy A. Pence 

 

Our parents and grandparents Jim & Sue Nageotte 

 

Paul Reinhardt Nancy Reinhardt 
 

Loved ones William & Elizabeth Love 

 

Charles Walker Tom & Alice Walker  

 

Ralph & Nina McLaughlin Tom & Alice Walker 

 

Loved ones Melton Family 

 

Ellis & Ruth Higgins Nell Higgins 

 

Marian Simpson &  

Sgt. Merle Higgins Nell Higgins 

 

Family members Nancy J. Fry 

 

Dad and Mum Cridge Carolyn Cridge Pardue  

04/26 Amanda College 

04/27 Phyllis Smith 

04/27 Nancy White 

04/28 Cindy Loveridge 

04/30 Mike Costa 



Jamestown Presbyterian Church                    Reverend Sue Nageotte 

Easter Sunday                          April 17, 2022 

 

“He is Not There” 
Luke 24: 1-12  

 

In the cool of the early morning, a small group of women left the city of Jerusalem carrying precious bundles of 

burial spice.  The sun was just beginning to rise.   A week ago, they would have been joking and laughing with each 

other … but not today.  Truth be told, they were stunned and grieving by everything that had happened during the 

past week.  It had begun in such a glorious way, with all the crowds shouting “Hosanna!” as Jesus rode into the 

Holy City.  The future had seemed so wonderfully bright … but then, Jesus was arrested, and all their dreams came 

crashing down.    

 

There was only this one, final, somber task to be accomplished:  an act of love and devotion.  As they drew near the 

tomb where Jesus had been laid to rest, they suddenly remembered something important.   Who, they asked one 

another, was going to move the huge stone that covered the entrance?   

 

But when they arrived, they were amazed to see that the stone had already been rolled away.   Later, some people 

said that they might have come to the wrong spot.   After all, it was still early morning; their eyes may have been 

blurry from crying and lack of sleep. But the Gospel of Matthew says that two of the women had been watching 

while Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea carefully placed Jesus’ lifeless, linen-shrouded remains into a new 

tomb, and sealed the opening with a large stone.   

 

No, there was no mistake.  They had come to the right place; so, cautiously making their way to the entrance they 

peeked inside -- only to discover that Jesus’ body was gone!     

The stone – rolled away.  The tomb – open.  The body – gone.   GONE?!?!    

Luke says, “ … they were wondering about this.”   Some translations say, “perplexed.”   What an understatement!   

WONDERING?   PERPLEXED?   

 

I’m sure they were wondering … perplexed … and, no doubt, feeling a storm of other emotions.   Shock.  Anguish.  

Horror.  Anger?  Perhaps.  Fear?  Probably.  It was devastating enough that their beloved rabbi had been executed 

as a criminal.  But to find that his body was GONE -- that was too terrible, too dreadful to put into words. 

 

Suddenly two men appear, seemingly out of nowhere.   Not just ordinary men, either, but dressed in dazzling, 

brilliantly white clothes.   They said to the women:   

“He is not here; he is risen!  Remember, he told you what would happen while he was still with you in 

Galilee?” 

 

Here’s one of the things I find wonderful about this Gospel story.   Once the men – angels? – once they had 

reminded the women of what Jesus said – that he would be crucified, and on the third day be raised again -- it didn’t 

take the women long to figure things out.   They were no longer wondering, perplexed, confused, frightened.   

Over-whelmed, maybe!   But now they knew exactly what that empty tomb meant:   Jesus was ALIVE!   And they 

hurried back to tell Peter and the other apostles everything. 

 



I really don’t think they spent much time talking about the empty tomb.   Oh, yes, I’m sure that they had to explain 

that – but I’m also sure the focus was on the two mysterious messengers and what they said about Jesus – that he 

was not there, but had risen. 

 

And guess what?  Nobody believed the women!  Some people would say, it’s because they were “just” women in a 

society that generally only listened to men.   But I think something else was going on.  We have to remember that 

Rome was in charge of the crucifixion, and a Roman soldier had pierced Jesus’ side with a spear – because Roman 

soldiers were darned good at making sure that people who were supposed to be dead, really were dead.   What’s my 

point?   My point is, that NONE of the disciples ever expected to see Jesus alive again.   In fact, Luke says “the 

women’s words seemed to them like nonsense.”   

 

The word translated as nonsense – leros -- doesn’t appear anywhere else in the Bible.  In other Greek writings of 

that time, leros is generally used to describe the incoherent ranting of someone suffering from delirium.  

Understood this way, the picture we get is that the apostles thought the women were – at least temporarily – out of 

their minds. 

 

Even so … Peter got up and ran to the tomb; and when he looked inside, he saw the linen grave-cloths lying there.  

This is a significant detail, because if someone had stolen Jesus’ body, they wouldn’t have unwrapped it there.  

Instead, they would have picked up the dead body, linen wrappings and all, and carried the whole bundle away.    

 

Peter saw the empty tomb and the discarded grave-cloths, and “he went away, wondering to himself what had 

happened.”   Not wondering what or who the women saw;  he was  wondering what happened.       

 

All four Gospels tell us that Jesus’ tomb was found empty – and that’s significant -- but they quickly move on to 

what happens next.   And what happens next, is that Jesus begins to appear to his followers, in different times, 

different places, different situations.   He appears to Mary Magdalene, who is so blinded by tears that she thinks he 

is a gardener.   He walks a long way with a man named Cleopas and his companion on the road from Jerusalem to 

their home in Emmaus.   Jesus comes to his disciples in an upper room – twice! – even though the doors were 

tightly locked.   And he later meets them beside the Sea of Galilee, and serves them fresh-caught, broiled fish for 

breakfast.   

 

In our Easter celebrations, it is good to affirm the reality of that empty tomb.   But then – just as the gospels did – 

let us turn and leave the tomb behind, because Jesus is not there.   If we continue to focus on the tomb, all we see is 

an empty place and the reminder of death; we miss the brightness of the Risen Lord, the glory of his resurrection 

and the peace and power of his presence. 

 

During the Crusades, kings and princes, scholars and knights searched for the places mentioned in the Gospels.  

They searched for the stable where Jesus was born; they searched for the place where he was baptized; they 

searched for the site of his crucifixion; they searched for his tomb.  Why?  Why were they searching?   Why did 

they care about identifying specific locations?   I suppose some of them did it in hopes of making a profit – they 

could charge admission for pilgrims to come and visit a holy site.   But many others searched for spiritual reasons.  

They thought that being in the places that Jesus had actually been, would bring them closer to Jesus – closer to God.   

 

What they failed to remember, though, is the message of the two men who met the women early in the morning so 

long ago:   “He is not here; he is risen!”   



 

In Jerusalem today, two different sites claim to be the place where Christ’s body lay.  One is called the Garden 

Tomb, the other is found in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.   We could argue about which one is the “real” tomb 

– and some people do.   But it isn’t really important.    

 

What IS important, is that for us and for our salvation Jesus truly died, was truly buried, and on the third day was 

raised from the dead.   Yes, the empty tomb matters, but only because it IS empty … HE is not there.   He is risen 

and active in the world.   He meets us where we are … he receives us into his kingdom … and he bids us go and tell 

the great good news, in what we say, and what we do.    

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

 

 


