
 

Second Scripture Lesson:            Matthew 21: 1-11 

 

Message:               Pastor Sue Nageotte  

“When Jesus Rode into Jerusalem" 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn        “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                #258 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude       “Hosanna!”           Caulkes 

 

* Those who are able please stand 

 

***Please stay to attend a brief congregational meeting immediately 

following worship. 

 
 

 

Worship Leader today: Bud Owen 

Organist today:  Cindy Loveridge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

 



April 10, 2022 

Palm and Passion Sunday 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude  “Hosanna!  Loud Hosanna!”  Whittenberg  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a 

moment of silent prayer. 

 

Call to Worship  

One:    Rejoice and sing “Hosanna!” to Christ our Savior! 

All:     Give thanks as we remember his road to the cross! 

One:    On this day, long ago, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding 

            on a donkey. 

All:     The multitudes hailed him as the promised messiah; but 

within days, those same crowds shouted “Crucify him!” 

One:    Yet this was God’s will for our salvation:  the stone the  

            builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

All:     The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous to behold. 

We will rejoice and sing “Hosanna!” to our King! 

 

*Hymn  “Hosanna!  Loud Hosanna!”           #248 

 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession  

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Lord Jesus Christ, only-begotten 

Son of God:  have mercy on us!  We confess that all too often 

we act like the citizens of Jerusalem did so long ago.  We 

gladly call you Savior and Lord, but when your path involves 

sacrifice or struggle we lose courage … we look for an easier 

way … and sometimes we even deny you.  Forgive us, we 

pray, and by your Spirit fill us with fresh devotion and 

courage to follow where you lead, that we may fulfill your 

kingdom purposes and bring honor to your name.   Amen.       

 

 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One:    Hear the Good News:  God has come to us humbly, as a 

servant, to redeem us from sin and death.  

All:      By the grace of God and the atonement of our Savior,  

our sins are forgiven and we are set free.   

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:          Psalm 118:1, 19-29 

 
Reception of New Covenant Partners 

 
*Affirmation of Faith:   The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church                    Reverend Sue Nageotte 

Palm / Passion Sunday               April 10, 2022 

 

“When Jesus Rode Into Jerusalem” 
Psalm 118: 1, 19-29  &  Matthew 21: 1-11  

 

[Context:  large group following Jesus as he headed from Jericho to Jerusalem;  then read the 

entire passage]    When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the entire city was buzzing with excitement – 

and his arrival was only one part of it.   There was a general sense of joy and festivity, because it 

was almost time for the greatest of all the Jewish holidays --  Passover!   God himself had 

established the annual Passover feast so that his people would never forget how he had rescued 

them from slavery in Egypt.   At Passover, Jews from many nations came pouring into the holy 

city.   Some of them had travelled great distances to get there:  from Egypt and Africa, Syria and 

Mesopotamia, from Asia and Arabia, Pontus and Phrygia and Pamphylia; some even came from 

Rome (Acts 2:10).   

 

Passover was a time to rejoice … a time to celebrate … and perhaps most importantly, a time to 

remember that God can make wonderful, amazing, miraculous things happen. 

 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, his followers were sure that God was about to do something 

wonderful again.   For months now, they’d known Jesus was the Messiah, the One whom God had 

promised would rescue Israel from her enemies.   It hadn’t been easy, keeping that secret, but 

Jesus had sternly warned them not to tell anyone who he was and why he had come, so they 

remained silent.  Now they realized he’d only been waiting for the right time … and it seemed, 

that time had come! 

 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, great crowds of people came out to welcome him into the city.  

And a royal welcome it was!  with the multitude waving palm branches and shouting, “Hosanna!  

Hosanna to the son of David!” 

 

“Son of David.”  That was a unique title that had come down from the prophets; a title reserved 

for the Messiah.   And Jesus’ disciples noticed that he wasn’t turning away from the attention like 

he had done in the past (e.g., John 6:15).   Instead, he simply rode quietly forward, listening to the 

glad shouts of the people. 

 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, his followers could almost taste victory.   And this feeling was 

infectious; that’s one reason the crowds came pouring out with their shouts of “Hosanna!”   They 

were ready – oh, so ready! -- to be set free at last.  They were all cheering, yes; but on that day 

2000 years ago, there were different groups with differing ideas of who the Messiah really was -- 

how he would act – what he was supposed to do. 

 



The Multitudes wanted Jesus the Miracle Worker.    The people loved to listen to Jesus teach, 

because he used every-day examples that were easier to understand than the dry lectures of the 

scribes and “teachers of the law.”  They even liked when the Pharisees tried to test him, because 

Jesus always came up with a unique answer.  But of all the qualities the crowds admired, what 

they loved most about him was his ability to work miracles.  They knew about the times he fed a 

huge crowd with just a few small loaves of bread, a few dried fish.  Many in Judea had seen him 

heal the sick, the blind, the lame.  He had cured leprosy and cast out demons.  And just a few days 

ago, he raised Lazarus from the dead.  No one had EVER seen miracles like that! 

 

But most people didn’t really expect Jesus to work THAT kind of miracle in their own lives.   

What they wanted was a steady stream of smaller miracles:  healing from physical suffering, and 

relief from the hardship and difficulties of daily life.   

 

Then, there was a much smaller group known as “zealots.”  They wanted Jesus the Military 

Commander.   Zealots were willing to use force, even terrorism, to de-stabilize Roman control and 

influence.   And Roman leaders were deeply concerned, because they didn’t know when or where 

the zealots would strike next. 

 

Scripture tells us that at just this time, the Roman authorities had in their custody a violent 

criminal named Barabbas, who had been captured after leading an unsuccessful rebellion.  With 

Barabbas in prison, the zealots would have been looking for a new leader – someone with physical 

strength, courage, charisma and – very importantly – filled with  righteous anger.  So when they 

heard that Jesus chased the money-changers out of the Temple, the zealots may have thought he 

was the perfect candidate to lead their cause.    

 

What about Jesus’ disciples?    One of his followers was called Simon the Zealot.  We don’t know 

much about that Simon.   Maybe he wanted Jesus to take command, too.  But many of the 

disciples wanted Jesus the Monarch.  They envisioned a kingly messiah with both earthly 

authority and earthly riches.  You’ve heard the saying, “Rank has its privileges” ?   Well, some of 

his followers were counting on exactly that.   They couldn’t wait for Jesus to take his place as 

Monarch, because they wanted to be “head honchos” in his government.   At one point, the 

disciples even argued about which of them would be the greatest (Luke 9:46)!    

 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem six days before Passover so long ago, each of those groups had 

their own expectations of who Jesus was and what he was going to accomplish.  And – of course –

they assumed that the changes he brought would be changes in THEIR favor. 

 

Then, there were the Jewish religious leaders.    They didn’t want changes – at least, not changes 

by that unorthodox rabbi from the Galilee!  They had tried to rein him in … to scare him off … to 

limit his influence by any means possible – but none of their efforts had worked.  Jesus made 

them nervous because he couldn’t be ignored, couldn’t be embarrassed or managed or 

manipulated.  Their best hope was to eliminate him entirely. 



 

All of these – the common folk, the zealots, the disciples, the religious authorities – all of them 

were, in fact, just days away from victory.   But it was a victory they had never for a moment 

imagined.   We will come back to that in a moment.   But first, let’s consider that we are not so 

different from those folks so long ago, are we?   

 

We still want Jesus to perform miracles in our lives – to heal illness, cast out “demons” of various 

kinds, and restore us and our loved ones to health and wholeness. 

 

We still want Jesus the fearless military commander, to cast down tyrants, to overthrow corrupt 

governments and take command of unethical corporate leaders who take advantage of ordinary 

citizens in order to line their own pockets.   

 

We still want Jesus the Monarch, the ruler who will bring peace and prosperity – especially if it 

means that we can be treated like royalty, too. 

 

And sometimes – let’s be honest – we want to keep Jesus in a kind of box, so he will be and do 

what WE want him to be and do.   We want him to DO a great deal for us and the world … but we 

want him to ASK very little of us. 

 

Yet Jesus did not come for any of those reasons.   He came to be exactly who and what he is:   

The only Son of God, our Savior and Redeemer 

   Who opens for us the way of salvation 

The gateway to heaven, marked by his saving blood. 

 

Today – Palm Sunday –we remember how the people of Jerusalem hailed Jesus as the Son of 

David, the long-awaited Messiah.    Next Sunday, of course, is Easter -- a day we celebrate with 

great joy – the day of Jesus’ resurrection and victory over the grave.  Many Christians would 

prefer to jump right from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, because it’s not easy thinking about 

what happened in between. 

 

We don’t like to think that Jesus was betrayed by one of his own followers.  We don’t like to 

remember that he was arrested and tortured and finally died a gruesome death.  We don’t like to 

think of the confusion and terror of the disciples – how they ran away into the night and later hid 

in a locked room, trembling every time there was a noise at the door.   

 

I’ve even met a few pastors – not in ECO, but in other denominations – who have told me they 

avoid preaching about what Jesus went through – his pain and suffering and death on the cross.  

Their reason?  They don’t think those are “helpful” for Christian life today.  They would rather 

preach a “positive” message:  Christ resurrected, Christ alive, Christ ruling and reigning and 

interceding for us until he returns in glory. 

 



The truth of the matter, of course, is that Jesus *IS* alive!   He *IS* ruling and reigning and 

interceding for us.   He will return in glory, to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

So, yes, we *DO* look forward to the joy of Easter morning, and we look forward to the joy of 

Christ’s return.  But we cannot just ignore the cross … because without the cross, there can be no 

true and everlasting joy.    

 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he knew what lay ahead, but he did not turn back, because it was 

on the cross that God accomplished his mighty plan for our salvation.  It  was on the cross that he 

showed, once and forever, just how much he loves us:  by giving his only-begotten Son, to pay the 

penalty for our sin.    Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray ….. 

Lord Jesus, who in love for us did not turn away from that grim journey to the cross, be 

close to us in the week ahead … and though we rightly look ahead to the joy of Easter 

Sunday, help us never forget the price you paid that we might be fully reconciled to God, 

through no merit of our own.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing hymn:    # 258  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross        

(remain for congregational meeting) 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Immediately following worship, we will have a brief congregational meeting for the purpose of voting to 

authorize session to serve as the pastoral search committee.   
 

Plan Ahead for Holy Week!    

Thursday, April 14 – 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday service with communion 

Friday, April 15 - 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service @ Jamestown United Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 16 – 1:00-3:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt (see announcement below) 

Sunday, April 17 – 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service at Pymatuning State Park, Shelter #4; 11:00 a.m. Easter Worship 

service. 
 

Easter Sunrise breakfast after worship in the park.  We are asking for donations of breakfast items 

(cinnamon rolls, muffins, pastries, etc.).  There is a sign-up sheet on the counter in the Annex.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Jodilynn Parks (724)927-6502. 

 

An Easter Egg hunt will be held outside the church in the parking lot and side yard this Saturday, April 16, 

2022 from 1-3 p.m.  Children ages 2-1 are invited to attend.  Parents should plan to stay on site throughout 

the event.  This is being organized by Emmett Gill as part of his Eagle Scout project.  RSVP 

jtownspring22@gmail.com by April 8 if you plan to attend. 
 

The Deacons have placed two prayer blankets in the annex, one is for Fran Moreland and the other is for 

Pastor Sue and Jim.   

 

April  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for April -  Carol Henegan If you know of anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance, 

please contact Linda at 724-932-3854 

 

 

 

 

 

 
04/11 Emily White 

04/26 Amanda College 

04/27 Phyllis Smith 

04/27 Nancy White 

04/28 Cindy Loveridge 

04/30 Mike Costa 


