
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We receive a "noisy offering" on the first Sunday of each month to 

benefit the Jamestown Food Pantry and the Healthy Snack backpack 

program.  Noisy Offering buckets are located at the entrance to the 

sanctuary.      

 

The Lenten devotional "40 Days to Easter" is available in the annex.   

This devotional includes daily readings in the Old and New Testament 

to help gain knowledge and appreciation for God's carefully-

orchestrated plan to redeem the world through Christ's death and 

resurrection. 

 

Our next community dinner will be on Saturday, March 9, 2022.  We 

are in need of cookies.  If you are able to provide a couple dozen 

cookies, please sign-up on the sheet in the Annex.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Worship Leader today: Carol Henegan 

Pianist today:   Nancy Reinhardt 

 

 
March  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Mike Henegan  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for March -  Linda Lorigan If you know of anyone in the 

hospital or in need of assistance, please contact Linda at 724-932-

5072 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March  6, 2022 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude          

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 103: 1, 4-8): 

One:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me; 

All:  Bless God’s holy name!  

One:  Bless the Lord, and remember what God has done:  

All:  He forgives our iniquity, heals our diseases, redeems 

us from the pit, and crowns our lives with steadfast 

love and mercy. 

One: Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

All: Let all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 

 

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

 

03/19  Nila Bush         
03/21  Mark Collins 
03/22  Robin Ward          
03/24  Andy Carr 
03/25  Betty Wester   
03/25  Lucas Fisher 
03/26  Doris Leary 
03/28  Paul Thompson 



 

*Hymn  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”         #343 

 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Merciful Father, whose Son Jesus was 

tempted in every way, yet was without sin, we confess that all 

too often we make only token efforts to resist our own 

temptations.   We have sought security in things that have no 

lasting value; we have doubted your goodness and your power 

to protect us.   Have mercy on our weakness, Lord!  Forgive us, 

and restore in us a right spirit so we may turn from all darkness 

and gladly walk in your paths.  In Christ we pray; Amen.     
 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One:    Friends, hear and believe this truth from God’s Word:   

 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

 abounding in love.  

All:     He does not deal with us as our sins deserve, but in 

mercy he forgives our sin and gives us new and  

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              
 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:            Psalm 86: 1-7 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second Scripture Lesson:              Luke 4: 1-13 

 

Message: “Preparation for Temptation"           Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: 
 

     Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

 

     Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 

     Words of Institution 

 

     Partaking of the Elements 

 

     Prayer after the Sacrament 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn                  “Be Thou My Vision”                  #468 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude  

 

* Those who are able please stand 

  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 

First Sunday of Lent         March 6, 2022 

“Preparing for Temptation”  

Psalm 86: 1-7  &  Luke 4: 1-13 

 

Intro:   Our sermon text this morning is a familiar passage found in the gospels of Matthew and 

Luke.   It takes place immediately after Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan.  Hear now the Word of 

the Lord in Luke chapter 4:   [read the passage, then prayer for illumination] 

 

One hundred years ago, almost everyone in America and Europe knew the name Harry Houdini.   

Houdini was moderately skilled at magic tricks using sleight of hand, but he became famous for 

his ability to escape from seemingly impossible situations.  Bound by straitjackets, chains, ropes, 

handcuffs, padlocks – sometimes all at once, and sometimes even while submerged underwater -- 

he managed to free himself from one situation after another, all while in full view of his audience. 

What did him in, however, was a blow he never saw coming. While resting on a couch backstage 

after a performance, some college students asked him if he could withstand a punch to the 

stomach. When Houdini answered yes, he could, one of the students surprised him by 

immediately punching him several times.  The blows caught him off guard, and seem to have 

ruptured an already-inflamed appendix.  Houdini died a week later. 

The blow you never see coming is the one that can be the most dangerous.   Well, what does this 

have to do with Scripture?   Just this:   Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness could have been the 

blow he never saw coming. 

Remember with me, the sequence of events.  He had just travelled a considerable distance from 

Nazareth to where his cousin John was baptizing people in the River Jordan.  When Jesus came to 

be baptized, John objected, saying he should be baptized by Jesus.  But Jesus replied, “… it is 

proper for us to do this, to fulfill all righteousness.”  So John consented.  (Matthew 3:13-15) 

When Jesus came up out of the water, the Holy Spirit came like a dove from heaven and rested 

on him, and a voice from heaven said, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased" 

(Luke 3:22).    It was the Father’s voice, expressing love and approval.  What happens next 

doesn’t seem quite fair, because right after that, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be 

tempted by the devil.   For forty days, Jesus didn’t eat a single thing. 

 At the end of that time, he was hungry.  This wasn’t just a stomach-grumbling, I had to skip 

lunch kind of hunger.   He would have been physically depleted, weak, shaky, probably light 

headed.  Certainly not on top of his game.  How could he be?  He was starving.    That’s when the 

tempter showed up, saying:    “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 



 

We might wonder, “If God really loved his Son, couldn't he have protected Jesus from temptation 

until he was stronger?”  The fact is that there is never a perfect time for us to face the temptations 

of this world.  We're never really ready.   Make no mistake:  we will be tested — and it will never 

be the right time. 

 

We will be tempted to use worldly methods to accomplish our own goals for what we think are 

good reasons;   and we will be tempted to use shady methods to “more quickly” achieve what we 

believe to be God’s goals.     

Here in the wilderness, we are given a glimpse of the cross – long before Golgotha.  We see the 

cross in the temptation of Jesus and in our own temptation.   On this first Sunday of Lent, we are 

reminded how vulnerable we can be to sin, how tempting it can be to cut corners and choose the 

easy road. 

For Jesus, one of the greatest temptations was power — to become who he was always meant to 

be:  the ruler of the world.   He is, after all, the Son of God, but in the time of urgent, even 

desperate, need, what did that really mean?   Should he put his needs and desires first -- to help 

himself, to elevate himself, to preserve himself? 

In some ways the first temptation seems harmless. Jesus is famished. Why not turn a few stones 

into bread? It's not like he's going to do it every day. After all, some may wonder, didn't he 

multiply loaves and dry fish, to feed a hungry crowd?  Not once, but twice?   So what would be 

wrong about turning one single stone into a loaf of bread? 

The difference, I think, is that when Jesus fed the multitudes, he was using what God had already 

provided.  Fish and bread became more fish and bread.  And he performed those miracles out of 

concern for others – not for himself.   

In replying, “man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God,” Jesus is intentionally recalling something Moses told the people in the wilderness:  

“Remember how the Lord our God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble 

you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 

commands.  He humbled you by letting you hunger; then he fed you with manna, with which 

neither you nor your ancestors had known before, in order to teach you that one does not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. — Deut 8:2-3 

That passage goes on to say that it was God who cared for them, though they did not trust him.  

Jesus was making it clear that even though he was still hungry, even though he had not yet been 

fed in the wilderness, he trusted in his heavenly Father to do so. 

The second temptation was the offer of a shortcut.   It was through the cross that Jesus would 

come to his throne – but Satan offers him an easy way.  He could be ruler of all the nations now, 



have full authority and possess all their riches – IF he would bow down and worship the lord of 

darkness.   

This is the temptation that gives rise to dictatorships.   Think of the claims of communist 

governments.  They promise a kind of worker’s paradise where everyone works according to their 

ability and everyone receives according to their need.  What they do not say, is that “ability” and 

“need” will be defined by a few powerful leaders who reward themselves lavishly.   In order to 

maintain their position, the leaders use intimidation and force to squash opposition, to “re-

educate” and silence any voices that question their rule.    

We see this playing out right now on the world stage:  In China … in North Korea … in Syria, in 

Myanmar and elsewhere.  Most recently, Vladimir Putin has shocked the world by his invasion of 

Ukraine.   In some ways, it is not a surprise.  Eight years ago, Russian troops took possession of 

the Crimean Peninsula – a part of Ukraine since 1991.  Late last year Putin began a massive build-

up of Russian troops and military equipment along the Ukrainian borders. When governments 

around the world expressed concern, Putin indicated he could consider moving his forces back … 

IF there was a written guarantee that Ukraine would give up any hopes of a formal alliance with 

western nations.      

When Ukraine refused, Russian forces entered Ukraine and have begun a vicious assault on both 

military and civilian targets.   Vladimir Putin has sought to justify his actions by claiming that 

Ukraine has historically belonged to Russia, and Russia is only acting to protect “her” people 

from what he falsely calls a “Nazi-ist” government.  

That’s the kind of temptation, that Satan laid before Jesus.   It’s as though Satan were saying to 

him, “You were born to rule over all the nations; they really belong to you.  You can have it all 

now … if only you bow down to me.”    In response, Jesus echoes Deuteronomy 10:20:  You shall 

fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name 

you shall swear.   We dare not bow to Satan. 

In the final temptation, the devil uses a different approach.  He takes Jesus to Jerusalem, to the 

highest point in the temple, and challenges him to throw himself off.  For has not the scripture 

promised that God would send angels to bear him up and not allow him to be harmed?   Satan 

quoting scripture?  Well, what he said *WAS* in the Bible.  Psalm 91:11  

It seems obvious but it bears saying -- just because someone quotes scripture doesn't necessarily 

mean they are using the Scripture in a godly way.  The false prophets of this world, the ones who 

try to tempt us with the easy way, can quote scripture as well as anyone.   When you hear 

someone quoting a verse or two, and they tell you to use those verses in a way that doesn’t seem 

to fit with what you know of God and his ways … well, be very careful.  Remember that the 

larger context of a passage is always important, and that Holy Spirit will lead you in the truth. 

Jesus responds with a scripture passage — "It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test' " 

(Deuteronomy 6:16).  Note that the devil did not depart permanently, only "until an opportune 

time" (Luke 4:13). 



Maybe the temptations that attract Jesus, or others, have no lure for us. Well and good. But that 

should not make us feel smug.  For each of us there is something, perhaps different than others we 

know, but something, that calls us toward darkness.  How are we to resist? 

First, recognize that we are most vulnerable when, like Jesus, we are stretched to our limits. 

Exhausted, hungry, weak, beaten down by deadlines, stressed out by the demands that pull us in 

every direction — if our lives are topsy-turvy, if we do not put Christ on the throne in the center 

of our lives, if we neglect the rest that God has given us in the sabbath, we are asking for trouble.  

Even the King of kings and Lord of lords had to face temptation when he was famished and 

exhausted.   Why should we think we'll get a free pass? 

Second, if you know what you are tempted by, flee those situations.  If you're a diabetic you can't 

be tempted by ice cream in your freezer if there IS no ice cream in your freezer.  If you struggle 

with a gambling addiction then don't go to stores that sell lottery tickets - or only go with a good 

friend who will give you strength to get through the checkout line and out the door without 

purchasing any. 

We should not intentionally put ourselves in a place where we will be tempted, but it never hurts 

to do a kind of mental rehearsal.  Where might we be tempted?  Where are we most vulnerable?  

and what would be our best response?   

Harry Houdini, after he had been hit by that college student, insisted that if he had known the 

punch was coming, he would have strengthened his abdominal muscles and received the blow 

without damage.   

 

You know that a blow is coming. You know that only rarely are our temptations presented as 

obviously evil.    If Jesus wasn't exempt, none of us will ride free.   Think about it in advance.  

Make a plan. 

And as we learn from the temptation of Jesus, the best preparation for temptation, is to know the 

Word of God … the written word, and the Living Word.   If you counter temptations by trusting 

in the Lord and his promises, he WILL help you weather the storm. 

“In the day of my trouble I will call to you, [O Lord], 

I will call to you, for you will answer me.”    (Psalm 86:7) 

 

Amen?   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

A time of silent prayer …   then move to the Lord’s Supper. 

  



 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving (congregation use bold text): 
 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you.        
Lift up your hearts.         We lift them up to the Lord.       
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God; 
       It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 
Eternal God, Creator of the universe, you spoke and everything 
we know came into being. 
       You created humans in your own image, breathing  
       into us your own breath of life. 
 
When we wandered from your ways and were lost in sin, 
       Your Spirit spoke through the prophets, reminding us 
       of your holy truth;  and at the right time, you sent 
       your Son to be our Savior.   
 
Holy Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
       Hosanna in the highest.   Blessed is He who comes in 
       the name of the Lord;   Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is Jesus Christ, your only-begotten Son, our Lord. 
       Though He was tempted in every way, as we are, and 
       understands our weakness, He remained without sin. 
 
Your Spirit anointed Him to bring good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release for captives and give sight to the blind. 
       By His suffering, death and resurrection you have 
       opened to us the Way of salvation and established a  
       new covenant with all who believe and trust in Him.   
Remembering His mighty acts we offer ourselves in praise, proclaiming the mystery of our 
faith:   Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!  
 
Together let us pray: 

Gracious God, send your Holy Spirit to make this bread and wine the sign of our new life 
together in Christ.  Fill our hearts with love for your truth and the deep desire to do your 
will, so that our lives may be a joyful testimony to your redeeming grace.   Amen. 

 
Words of Institution & Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer after the Sacrament              -   closing hymn 
 


