
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 27, 2022 
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude  “Prelude in Classic Style”      Young 
      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship  

One: Sing a new song of joyful praise to our God; 

All: Great and wonderful are his works! 

One: We have seen the glory of God in the face of Jesus; 

All: We have heard God's voice saying, “This is my 

 beloved Son; listen to him!” 

One: The Holy One speaks from the mountaintop; 

All: The Light of the world shines in the darkness, and  

in his Light, we see light.  Praise the Lord! 
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SHINE, JESUS SHINE 

 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness shining, 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us: 

Shine on me; shine on me! 
 

Chorus: 

Shine, Jesus, shine!  Fill this land with the Father’s glory, 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze!  Set our hearts on fire! 

Flow, river, flow!  Flood the nations with grace and mercy, 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by the blood I may enter your brightness. 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

so our faces display your likeness; 

ever changing from glory to glory, 

mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

Chorus 
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*Hymn   “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”             #659 

 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 

Silent and Personal Confession  

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  O Lord, eternal and sovereign God:  we 

humbly come before you knowing full well that we have been 

willful and disobedient children.  We have gotten ourselves 

tangled in all kinds of trouble, and we are utterly unable to 

make ourselves right.  Forgive us, we pray, and restore us to 

yourself; not because we in any way deserve such kindness, but 

on account of your mercy through Jesus Christ, your only Son 

and our only Savior.  Amen.   

 

Assurance of Pardon:  (based on Psalm 116:5 & Colossians 1:13-14) 

One: God, who is righteous, looks upon us with compassion;  

All: He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the Kingdom of his beloved Son. 

One: In Christ we have redemption and forgiveness of sin;   

All: We are forgiven and set free to live a new life in him. 

Alleluia!  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”     

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  The Nicene Creed             #138 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:            Mark 8:22-35 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second Scripture Lesson:             Mark 9: 2-10 

 

Message:                    Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“Cloudy Today – Clear Tomorrow” 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn                         “Shine, Jesus, Shine!”                Back of bulletin 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude     “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”        Glaser 

 

* Those who are able please stand 
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“Cloudy Today, Clear Tomorrow”  

Mark 8: 22-35  &  Mark 9: 2-10 
 
On July 2, 1952, a young woman named Florence Chadwick waded into the water on the eastern shore of 
Catalina Island.  She was planning to swim from the island to the California coast, 22 miles away.  Long-
distance swimming wasn’t new for her; she had been the first woman to swim the English Channel in both 
directions. 
 
On this particular day, the air was numbingly cold.  The fog was so thick Florence could hardly made out the 
boats accompanying her.  Several times, sharks had to be driven away by rifle shots.   Still, she swam onward.  
Finally, after 15 hours in the water, she stopped and asked to be taken into the boat.  Her coach urged her to 
keep going, saying she was almost there.   But when Florence looked ahead, all she saw was fog.  So, she quit – 
less than a mile from the shore. 
 
Later she told friends, “I’m not making excuses, but if I could have seen the land, I might have made it.”  It 
wasn’t the cold, or fear, or cramps or even exhaustion that caused Florence Chadwick to give up that day.   It 
was the fog.  Two months later, she walked back into the water at that same spot.   Same distance; same 
danger of sharks; but this time she not only swam the whole way but also set a new speed record … because, 
from start to finish, she could clearly see the shore ahead of her.  
 
It's disorienting and disheartening to not be able to see clearly.   Today’s readings from the Gospel of Mark 
give us several examples.    In the first, Jesus was asked to heal a man who was physically unable to see.  That 
healing took place near the village of Bethsaida, at the northern edge of the sea of Galilee.     
 
Then Jesus and his disciples headed north toward the wealthy Gentile region of Caesarea Philippi.   There, 
Jesus asks his disciples a couple of questions.  

“Who do people say that I am?”   and then,  “Who do YOU say that I am?” 
Suddenly a light-bulb went off in Peter’s mind – knowledge given him by the Holy Spirit --  and he blurted out:  
“You are the Christ!”   And Jesus didn’t deny it.  He didn’t deny it!!   Instead, he warned his disciples to keep 
his secret.    Well, okay; even though they wanted to shout it from the roof-tops, it made sense to wait until 
the time was right.   But oh, how good it would feel when they could tell their friends and neighbors – no, tell 
the world!  Their rabbi was the chosen one!  
 
But then the Lord began to teach his disciples about the terrible things that lay ahead for him -- and Peter 
couldn’t stand it.   Suffer?  Be rejected?  No, no, no -- that wasn’t how things were supposed to be, not for the 
Messiah!   
 
So Peter took Jesus off to one side and told him to stop talking like that.  Matthew’s Gospel says that Peter 
actually said, “Never, Lord, this shall never happen to you!”   Can you imagine?!?   One minute he says, “You 
are God’s chosen one” – which is to say, the long-awaited King of Israel -- and five minutes later he says, “Now 
listen here, Jesus, you’ve got this all wrong.”    
 
Doesn’t that sometimes happen in our own lives?  Don’t we sometimes say, “Yes, Lord, yes!”  and then turn 
right around and say, “No-no-NO, Lord, not THAT way!”   
 
No one could blame Peter for failing to see the big picture.  After all, hadn’t God promised that when the 
Messiah came, he would rule forever?   Everybody thought the Messiah was going to be like the great kings of 
old … like King David.  But Jesus also knew that Satan would try to twist that worldly view of kingship into a 



kind of trap.  If Jesus allowed himself to be turned away from the cross, there would be no victory over sin and 
death.   So he rebuked Peter with very strong words: 

“Get behind me, Satan!  You do not know what God is doing here.”    
 
Poor Peter!   One minute he’s called blessed; the next minute, he’s being chewed out.   Then Jesus called 
everyone together – not just the disciples, but the crowd as well – and told them in plain language that 
following him would require a whole new way of looking at life.  They’d have to give up their own ideas about 
success-ful living, and instead, do what God called them to do for the sake of the Kingdom.  And that, my 
friends, is not an easy thing to do, is it? 
 
[Pause for a moment]   Well, so far we’ve talked about the earlier reading, from Mark chapter 8.  Let’s turn 
now to chapter 9, verses 2 through 10.   I’m going to weave those verses into the rest of the message, so be 
sure to read the passage for yourself later, so you know what part is actually Scripture.  
 
About six days after the events at Caesarea Philippi, Jesus took his three closest disciples – Peter, James and 
John – up onto a mountain where his appearance was suddenly transformed. His clothing became dazzling 
white; his face glowed with a holy radiance.   Two other men appeared and began talking with Jesus.  
Somehow, Peter recognized them as Moses and Elijah – who had both been dead for centuries!! The disciples 
were frightened and didn’t know what to say. 
 
Then Peter (good ol’ Peter) blurts out, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here!  Let us put up some shelters – one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”   Shelters?  Why shelters?  There doesn’t seem to have been a 
particular reason; Luke says Peter didn’t even know what he was saying (Luke 9:13).    
 
Just then a thick cloud came and covered the mountain.   The three disciples couldn’t have moved if they 
wanted to.  Then they heard a voice from the cloud:   “This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to him!”   The cloud 
disappeared; and there was no one else with them, except for Jesus.  
 
As they went down from the mountain, just as he had warned them not to tell anyone he was the Christ, in 
the same way, he also warned them not to say anything about what they had seen on the mountaintop until 
he had risen from the dead.  The three of them did as Jesus asked and remained silent … but they kept talking 
together about what “rising from the dead” meant. 
 Thus ends our passage from the Gospel of Mark. 
 
As you no doubt know, this event is known as “the Transfiguration” – when Jesus’ appearance was changed, 
and the disciples were given a glimpse of his true glory.  
It would have been understandable if the three had gotten a touch of “star fever”  when they recognized the 
two famous men of God talking with Jesus.  I mean, think of it—  their rabbi was talking with Moses, who had 
led God’s people out of slavery in Egypt, and Elijah, the most powerful of the Old Testament miracle-working 
prophets.  But the Voice – God’s voice -- made it very clear which of the three men held the highest rank, and 
whose words held the higher authority.  This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to HIM. 
 
Clearly, that message was directed to Peter, James and John – and to us as well.  But that extraordinary 
meeting on the mountain might also have been for Jesus’ benefit.  Luke tells us Moses and Elijah were talking 
with Jesus “about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem.”  (Luke 9:31)   That 
word “departure” or “going forth” has the same root as the word for “exodus.”    In Jerusalem, not only would 
Jesus himself “depart” – return to heaven – but through his suffering, death and resurrection he would bring 
about another kind of exodus:   a great rescue of souls. 
 



Jesus had tried to tell the disciples what was coming, but they couldn’t understand – not yet, anyway.   I said 
earlier, it’s very disheartening when we cannot see clearly.   It’s also discouraging, when we feel we have not 
been understood.  
 
Could it be, that the meeting on the mountain was not only for the disciples’ sake, but also to strengthen Jesus 
himself, as he looked toward the cross?   We sometimes forget that while Jesus is truly the Son of God, he is 
also fully human.   Would it not have been a comfort and encouragement for him to talk with Moses and Elijah 
who, though they weren’t resurrected like Jesus was going to be, still knew something of what lay beyond the 
grave?   
 
Let’s wrap up.   Our text this morning reminds us that there are different ways of “not seeing.”  There was the 
man who was physically blind, and Jesus healed him in an unusual manner.   He could have cured his blindness 
with a word, but instead, he chose … spit.  God sometimes does work in mysterious ways. 
 
Then in the region of Caesarea Philippi, the Holy Spirit revealed Jesus’ true identity to Peter; but Peter had a 
flawed picture of what that meant.  Jesus knew what the Messiah had come to do … but the disciples didn’t.   
The encounter on the mountaintop that day helped them see more clearly who Jesus truly is.    
 
We in the 21st Century have the benefit of the written Word (the Bible), so we know “the rest of the story.”   
We know that Jesus is the only Son of God, our Savior and the Lord of all creation.  We know that he has sent 
his Spirit to dwell in the hearts of those who trust in him and have been called to be part of his body, the 
Church. 
 
Because we have the Spirit, we might sometimes wonder if something is wrong with us, when we don’t have a 
clear understanding of what God is saying to us, or what it is that God wants us to do.    If the way ahead is 
unclear, don’t give up; don’t lose heart!   We must not expect God to answer all our questions and give us 
step-by-step, turn-by-turn directions.   God’s ways are not our ways.   While God often speaks clearly, 
sometimes he chooses to leave things hidden until a later time. 
 
What we CAN rely on, is God’s faithful promises.   Cling to those promises!   God loves you with a never-ending 
love; he will never leave you or forsake you; and he is continually working to bring about his good purposes in 
your life. 
 
So do not be dismayed by the temporary clouds of life;  rather, keep your eyes upon Jesus, in whom all our 
tomorrows are clear and bright. 
 

Let us pray … 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Lenten devotional "40 Days to Easter" is available in the annex.   This 

devotional includes daily readings in the Old and New Testament to help 

gain knowledge and appreciation for God's carefully-orchestrated plan to 

redeem the world through Christ's death and resurrection. 

 

Ash Wednesday services, March 2nd: 

      First Presbyterian Church Greenville 6:30 PM in the chapel 

      Hillside Presbyterian 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Room 

 

LAY READERS NEEDED - There is a new sign-up sheet in the annex for 

Lay Readers.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday or two to help us 

out.  Thank you! 

 

 

Lay Reader today:  Bud Owen 

Organist today:  Cindy Loveridge 
 

February  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Bud Owen  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

March  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Mike Henegan  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

 

Deacon for February -  Susan Anderson If you know of anyone in the 

hospital or in need of assistance, please contact Susan at 724-932-5072 

 

Deacon for March -  Linda Lorigan If you know of anyone in the hospital 

or in need of assistance, please contact Linda at 724-932-5072 
 

 

    
 

  

03/03  Jarron Mihoci   

03/05  Nancy Pence    
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


