
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We receive a "noisy offering" on the first Sunday of each month to 

benefit the Jamestown Food Pantry and the Healthy Snack backpack 

program.  Noisy Offering buckets are located at the entrance to the 

sanctuary.      

 

LAY READERS NEEDED - There is a new sign-up sheet in the annex 

for Lay Readers.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday or two to help 

us out.  Thank you! 

 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held next Sunday, February 13.  

We will have a potluck luncheon (beverages and beef stroganoff provided) 

immediately following worship.  Our meeting will take place after lunch. 

There is a sign-up sheet for cakes needed for our next Community 

Dinner to be held on Saturday,  February 19, 2022.   

 

 

 

 

Worship Leader today: Bud Owen 

Pianist today:   Nancy Reinhardt 

 
 

February  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Bud Owen  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

Deacon for February -  Susan Anderson If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance, please contact Susan at 

724-932-5072 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 6, 2022 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude      

      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 33): 

One:  Sing with joy to the Lord; praise him with shouts of joy. 

All:  For the Word of the Lord is right and true; he is 

faithful in all he does.  

One:  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord!  

All:  In him our hearts rejoice, for he is our help and 

 our shield.  Praise, oh praise the Lord!  

 

*Hymn       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”           #374 
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411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
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02/13 Kathy McClimans 
02/18 Al Wester 
02/20 Alyson Fisher 
02/23 Ken Collins 
02/26 Evan Gault 



 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Gracious God, we praise and glorify 

you, for in your mercy you cleanse us from sin and teach us 

what is good.  Yet we confess, O Lord, how often we fail to live 

as people saved by your grace.   Forgive the sins we know all too 

well, and the sins we do not yet recognize, we pray; and by your 

Spirit renew our hearts and guide us in right paths, so that we 

would live each day in the ways that honor you best.  In Christ 

we pray; Amen.     
 

Assurance of Pardon:  (from 2 Peter 3:9):   

One:    Hear this wonderful assurance from Scripture: 

 God is not willing for any to perish,  

All:     But desires all to come to repentance. 

One:    Therefore, humbly receive the gift of God’s mercy in 

Christ, and live from now on as children of the Light. 

All:     Jesus brings forgiveness, healing and peace.    

 Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              
 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

 

 

 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:    Jeremiah 1: 1, 4-10 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second Scripture Lesson:             Luke 4:14-30 

 

Message: “Amazing -- and Outrageous"           Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: 
 

     Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

 

     Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

 

     Words of Institution 

 

     Partaking of the Elements 

 

     Prayer after the Sacrament 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn            “Teach Me Your Way, O Lord”                  #472 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude  

 

* Those who are able please stand 

 

  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church             Pastor Sue Nageotte  

February 6, 2022 

“Amazing … and Outrageous!”  

Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10  &  Luke 4: 14-30 

 

[Begin by reading Luke 4:14-22a, then prayer for illumination] 

You probably know that Jim and I like to watch a little football.   We don’t watch every game, don’t 

follow the stats, but by the end of the season we have a good idea how the playoff teams are 

doing.  So, like a great many people, when we sat down to watch the AFC championship game last 

Sunday, we were certain the Kansas City Chiefs would trounce the Bengals.   At half-time, with the 

Chiefs leading 21-10, the game was going pretty much as we expected.  But then – things turned 

around fast, didn’t they? 

 

In this morning’s text from the Gospel of Luke, we heard about a similar shock for the people who 

came to hear Jesus preach his first sermon in his hometown.   

 

Remember with me that although Jesus was born in Bethlehem, near Jerusalem, he spent his 

childhood far to the north in the quiet little village of Nazareth.  As Jesus grew up the villagers 

would have seen him playing games and helping Joseph and Mary and doing all the ordinary things 

that ordinary children did in first Century Galilee.  After a while, the neighbors may even have 

forgotten the unusual circumstances of Jesus’ birth … 

 

Until, that is, he was thirty years old.  That’s when Jesus went to the River Jordan to be baptized by 

his cousin John, and spent forty days alone in the wilderness being tempted by Satan.  After that 

“Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit” and soon the whole region was talking about 

him.      

 

After traveling through Galilee for a while, he returned to Nazareth and, on the Sabbath, he went 

into the synagogue.  Reading from the prophet Isaiah, Jesus announced that this Scripture has just 

been fulfilled – this scripture about the Spirit of the Lord coming and anointing someone to preach 

good news to the poor, and proclaim freedom for prisoners; to bring new sight to the blind and 

letting the oppressed go free –  

 “Today,” he said, “this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 



 

Today!   The promise from Isaiah pointed to a future time;  and now, Jesus says, the waiting is 

over.  The time has come – which can only mean that HE is the anointed one!  Listening to him 

speak, the people are amazed.  So far, they like what they have heard. Such knowledge!  Such 

authority!  The half-time report was filled with glowing praise.  All spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.      But then …  (picking up the text at verse 

22)  “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.    

 

Even though they said nice things about him, it didn’t seem quite possible that Jesus, the 

carpenter’s boy – Jesus, whom they had known for decades -- could in fact be the One foretold by 

Isaiah.  On the other hand -- they’ve heard talk about miracles he had done in other places.  

Turning water into wine in Cana.  Feeding a big crowd down by the seashore with just a few barley 

loaves and a few small fish.   Amazing things! 

 

So, Jesus, how about doing some of those miracles here, so we can see for ourselves?   

 

Maybe they didn’t say it out loud, but he knew what they were thinking.  And that’s when his 

gracious words took on a sharp edge. 

(v 23)  Jesus told them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’  

Do here in your hometown what we’ve heard you did in Capernaum.” 

 

Jesus knew very well what they wanted, but he wasn’t giving in to their expectations.  He wasn’t 

there to prove himself by performing miracles on demand.  Instead, he told two short stories to 

remind them of times in their history when God gave a special blessing not to Jewish “insiders” 

but to Gentile “outsiders.”   Everyone in the synagogue would have instantly known what Jesus 

was talking about, but we aren’t as familiar with those stories, so a little explanation will be 

helpful. 

 

The first story Jesus mentions took place during a severe drought.  For three and a half years there 

wasn’t even a drop of rain.  No rain meant no crops, resulting in widespread famine.  God sent the 

prophet Elijah to stay with a poor widow.  She had only enough flour and oil to make one small 

loaf of bread for herself and her son; they were going to eat that one meal, then die of starvation.  

Yet she shared that food with Elijah as he had asked and – miraculously -- her sack of flour and jar 

of oil never went empty, until the famine was over.  “And she was a widow in Zarephath in the 



region of Sidon” said Jesus.  What does that mean?  She wasn’t one of God’s chosen people; she 

was a Gentile.    

   

Then Jesus gives another example:  how God used the prophet Elisha to heal a Syrian army 

commander of his leprosy.  A Gentile, yes, but much worse than that -- Naaman was a Syrian – an 

enemy of Israel!   “There were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha,” said Jesus, “but 

none of them was cleansed - only Naaman.” 

 

The residents of Nazareth are hopping mad, because they understand perfectly well what Jesus 

means.  Not only is he saying he’s NOT going to do miracles for them (now today anyway); he’s 

saying that God will show mercy to whomever, wherever God pleases. 

 

All their warm, fuzzy feelings toward him were gone in an instant.  Didn’t he know that Isaiah’s 

promise was for them?  Didn’t he know that they were God’s chosen people?? 

And all the people in the synagogue became so angry they drove Jesus out to the edge of 

the town intending to throw him off the side of a cliff and kill him; but Jesus walked away 

through the crowd and went on his way unharmed. 

 This is the Word of the Lord; thanks be to God. 

 

Thus ends our text.   So what are we to make of this?   Well, we could sit here and think, “How 

foolish and short-sighted they were!”  Yes; they were indeed.  But rather than congratulating 

ourselves that WE understand who Jesus is and why he came … we can use this passage as a kind 

of mirror to consider our own lives.   

 

So, what happened?  First, it appears that when they came into the synagogue that morning they 

came with a whole set of expectations about Jesus.   Undoubtedly, those expectations were 

shaped, in part, by the reports they had been hearing from other parts of the Galilee.  When Jesus 

said, “TODAY this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,” they got all excited, thinking he was going 

to do something special just for them. 

 

“Expectations” are the mental pictures we form about something in the future – when we look 

forward to an event or an interaction unfolding in a particular way or at a particular time, with a 

particular outcome.   We’ve all had this experience, haven’t we?   When we really, really want 

something to happen “our way,” when we start building a detailed picture of what it’s going to 



look like, even how we are going to feel.   But when reality doesn’t live up to what we envisioned, 

we walk away feeling disappointed … frustrated … even angry.  That’s what happened in Nazareth.  

Except the people didn’t just walk away; they wanted to pitch Jesus off a cliff! 

 

To a certain degree, expectations are a normal part of every-day life.  What we want to be careful 

about, though, is  building our lives around rigid pictures of what we think  ought to happen.   

When we do that, we are (subconsciously at least) trying to keep control.  When we insist on 

things happening a certain way or on a certain timetable, when our thoughts revolve around how 

our expectations are (or are not) being met, it limits our ability to see how God is actually moving.         

 

The alternative is to approach life with expectancy.    Expectancy is similar to having expectations, 

but with an important difference.    Expectations say:  “I want this situation (or relationship) to 

happen in a particular way, on such-and-such a schedule.”   

 

Expectancy … expectancy may ask, but doesn’t insist.   With an expectant heart and spirit, we lay 

our hopes and dreams before God and say,  “You are the one in control.   I know that all your ways 

are good, so I trust you to do what is best in and through my life, at the time of your choosing.” 

 

All too often, expectations lead to our being disappointed with ourselves, with other people … we 

can even lose trust in God if we think he is withholding from us some good thing that we want.    

 

Expectancy, on the other hand, is about hopefulness and being open to new opportunities and 

unexpected blessings from God. 

 

As we learn to place our hopes and dreams lightly in the hands of our loving Lord, it relieves the 

stress and anxiety about the future.   After all, he is the one who knows us best, and his plans for 

us are better than anything we can begin to come up with. 

 

“TODAY, this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing,” said Jesus.   “Today” came and went in 

Nazareth, and those people missed it.  They missed it because they thought of themselves as 

God’s chosen people – which was true; but they wanted to have miracles for themselves and they 

closed their minds against God’s helping anybody else.  They tried to put God in a little box of their 

own making … but Jesus wasn’t going along with that, because God had a bigger plan. 



 

Amazing -- and outrageous, that God would choose to extend mercy and healing beyond the 

house of Israel, even to those who had been Israel’s enemies.  Amazing -- and outrageous, that 

God would choose to cleanse our sins through the shed blood of his only Son, who was nailed to a 

cross for our sake and then rose from the dead as proof of God’s approval.   Amazing … and yes, in 

some ways outrageous too, that God chooses to use imperfect people, like me and like you, to tell 

the world the great good news of his perfect love and compassion. 

Amazing … outrageous … and true.   Thanks be to God!    Let us pray … 

Then, transition to the Lord’s Supper 

 

  



 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Invitation to the Table 

 (brief words of explanation and invitation) 

 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving   (responsively) 

    The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

    Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

    It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, 

        O holy Lord, God Almighty, Everlasting Father. 

    You created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them; 

You made us in your own image, and taught us how we should live. 

    Even when we rebelled against your good and holy law, you did 

    not reject us as our sins deserve;  

but in steadfast love you sent prophets to remind us of 

your promises and call us back to the obedience of faith. 

    Above all we praise you, O God, for sending your Son Jesus. 

He is the spotless Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   With grateful hearts we remember his 

sacrificial death, we proclaim his glorious resurrection, and we eagerly watch for the day of his return. 

    Now, O God, we humbly pray that you would pour out your 

    Spirit upon us and on these, your gifts of bread and wine.  

May the bread we break and the cup we share be for us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By 

your Spirit make us one with Christ and with all your people, and guide what we say and do, that we would 

fulfill your purpose of redeeming love in the world.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

 

Prayer after the Sacrament 


