
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

2021 charitable donation statements were recently distributed via E-

mail and/or US postal service.  If you were expecting a statement and 

did not receive one, please contact the church office. 

 

LAY READERS NEEDED - There is a new sign-up sheet in the annex 

for Lay Readers.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday or two to help 

us out.  Thank you! 

 

There is a sign-up sheet for cakes needed for our next Community 

Dinner to be held on Saturday,  February 12, 2022.   

 

 

Worship Leader today: Carol Henegan 

Organist today:  Cindy Loveridge 

 
January  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 

February  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Bud Owen  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 
Deacon for January -  John Mihoci If you know of anyone in the 

hospital or in need of assistance, please contact John at 724-927-

2813 

 

Deacon for February -  Susan Anderson If you know of anyone 

in the hospital or in need of assistance, please contact Susan at 

724-932-5072 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 30, 2022 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude     “There is A Name I Love To Hear”               Davis  

      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 103:1-4 & 8): 

One:    Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 

All:     Bless God’s holy Name! 

One:    Bless the Lord, and do not forget his kindness. 

All:     He forgives our iniquity, heals our diseases, redeems us 

        from the pit, and crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.   

One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

All:   Let all that is within me bless God’s holy Name! 

 

*Hymn       “To God Be the Glory”           #363 
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02/13 Kathy McClimans 
02/18 Al Wester 
02/20 Alyson Fisher 
02/23 Ken Collins 
02/26 Evan Gault 



 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  
 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Holy, righteous and merciful God, for 

all the things we have done that displease you and burden our 

souls:  forgive us, we pray!  For the times we have acted without 

love or a gentle spirit, and the times we have reacted in anger 

or arrogance – forgive us.  For hurtful things said and helpful 

things left unsaid … for Kingdom work resisted and 

temptations we did not resist … forgive us, O God!  Help us lay 

down our burden of regret at the foot of the cross of Jesus, and 

help us to live from now on humbly and rightly, to bring honor 

to your name.  Amen.     
 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One:     Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel:  the God 

who judges us looks upon us with compassion.  

All: Jesus did not come to condemn the world, but so that 

through him we can be saved.   

One: Rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is great!   

All: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and we are made 

new.   Thanks be to God! 
 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              
 

*Affirmation of Faith:   

We believe in one God, eternally existing in three Persons:  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 

Truth, who makes us aware of God’s holiness and majesty, our 

disobedience to God and our need for a Savior.  When we 

receive God’s free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, the 

Holy Spirit joins us to Christ and, in Christ, to all other 

believers.  In this way, we are all one body, the Church, united 

in one hope and serving one Lord.  We rejoice in God’s faithful 

kindness and seek the continuing guidance and strength of the 

Spirit to keep us firmly in the Way of Jesus Christ, this day 

and forevermore.  Amen 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:           Luke 4: 14-21 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second  Scripture Lesson:      Nehemiah 8: 1-12 

 

Message:  “Read to Us From the Book"           Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn            “Wonderful Words of Life”           #29 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude     “Built on a Rock”                     Davis 

 

* Those who are able please stand 

  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte 

January 30, 2022 

“Read to Us From the Book” 

Luke 4: 1-21  &  Nehemiah 8:1-12 

 

Imagine a nation of people, all busily occupied doing the things that most people do.  They 

spend their days working hard trying to earn a living, then they spend their hard-earned 

money and their few leisure hours having a good time.  Imagine that this nation had once 

been unique among all the peoples of the world – set apart by God and given a good and rich 

and fruitful land, where they could live freely worship the One True God, live according to his 

ways and be a light to all the other nations of the world. 

 

At first, that light burned brightly.  But after a while the people forgot who they were … and 

to WHOM they belonged.  They neglected the Lord God.  As the years went by, they became 

more and more self-centered … more and more disobedient … more and more willing to 

accept evil as an inevitable part of life.  There was no longer much of anything in their 

behavior to show that they were a special nation set apart by God.  After warning them many 

times to repent and mend their ways – warnings that almost everyone ignored – God allowed 

enemies to come against his people. 

 

If you are wondering whether I am referring to our own country, America … I am not.  

 

In fact, the nation I described is the nation of Israel, many centuries ago.  Because of their 

disobedience, God sent judgment upon Israel in the form of the Babylonian army.  Israel was 

invaded, her cities were crushed, the Temple of Yahweh completely destroyed, and 

everything of value was carried away by the conquering army.  That included all the religious 

and civil leaders, everyone with administrative ability, everyone with literary and musical 

talents.  All were marched in chains from their homeland and forced to live far away.  Thus 

began what is called the Babylonian Exile, or Babylonian Captivity. 

 

Then and now, “re-settlement” was an effective way to control a defeated populace.  By 

scattering people with leadership ability and influence across a wide area, the conquerors 

hoped to cut off communication and minimize resistance.  Eventually there were Jewish 

people living throughout the Babylonian empire, from Ethiopia to India, among many 

different cultures and many different languages (see Esther 8:9). 



 

For many nations, being scattered that way meant the end of their cultural identity.  But 

Yahweh, the One True God, had promised that one day he would restore a remnant of his 

people to back to their own land.  So, even in captivity, there was hope.  Eventually, God used 

King Cyrus of Persia to overthrow the Babylonians.  Cyrus wanted to demonstrate his 

intention to be a compassionate ruler, so he permitted the Jewish people to return to 

Jerusalem and the surrounding countryside. 

 

Life wasn’t easy since they returned but – first things first! – they built a new temple to 

replace the one destroyed by the Babylonian army.  Then, despite lack of funds and 

opposition from the governor of neighboring Samaria – and some squabbling among 

themselves – they managed to re-build the walls and the gates of Jerusalem. 

 

What will they do, now that they have a place to worship and the city is secure?   Let us turn 

now to the Word of God in Nehemiah Chapter 8, to find out.  [read the passage] 

 

What did they do?   “On the first day of the seventh month” – that is, just a few days after 

the gates were restored -- all the people gathered together:  men, women, and children old 

enough to understand what was going on.  And what was it that this assembly wanted?  

What did they ask for? 

“Bring out the book of the Law of Moses and read to us from it – the book which the 

Lord has given to Israel.” 

 

There’s a common saying that “we learn from experience.”  That’s not exactly accurate.  Lots 

of times we do the same things over and over again, without learning anything.  What we 

actually learn from, is experiences we have thought carefully about – thought about, prayed 

about, gained insight about.  That’s how we learn from experiences.  

 

And evidently, this remnant of God’s people had been thinking … praying … gaining insight.  

What had they learned?  God had blessed them by bringing them back to Jerusalem.  God 

had blessed them by providing resources and giving them the physical grit and determination 

to re-build the walls and gate of the city.  And they didn’t want to simply go back to “life as 

they used to know it.”    They need to be built up, spiritually.        

 



So Ezra brought out the Book of the Law – that’s the first five books of what we call the Old 

Testament -- and the people all stood there listening intently as he read it aloud and 

explained it in words they could understand.  It sounds like a dream come true for preachers 

… but … maybe not.   

 

A six hour message?!?   But part of that time, was to allow for translation.    As you probably 

know, the Book had been written in Hebrew – but most of the people, who had returned 

from exile in distant lands, probably spoke Assyrian or Babylonian as their primary language, 

instead of Hebrew.  So Levites were assigned to stand among the people, to translate and 

explain the meaning. 

 “and all the people were weeping, as they listened to the words of the Law.” (v 9) 

 

Why were they crying?  We can only guess.  Perhaps they are realizing just how greatly their 

parents’ parents’ parents had offended God – so much so, that God temporarily banished 

them from the land that had long ago been promised to Abraham and his descendants.  

Perhaps they are overcome with regret at how far they themselves have strayed from what 

God requires of his people.    

Or maybe … maybe it was something more than that. 

 

Maybe what set them to weeping was the beauty of God’s revelation and the delighted 

wonder of hearing something that had not been proclaimed in public during their long years 

of exile.  Now, they had come home.  Granted, it was a ramshackle wreck of a place to which 

they had returned, and the work needed to set things right was truly daunting. 

 

But despite that, an amazing thing was happening.  On that day, men, women and older 

children all together heard with their own ears, in their own language, the wonderful news 

that they are precious in the sight of God.   On that day, they listened once again to the 

power of God’s covenant, his unshakeable promise of faithful love toward his chosen people.  

And listening, hearing, they understand that even though they had been in exile, God was 

watching over them and caring for them all along.   

 

This is actually a very curious passage.  Seldom were – or are – people as attentive to the 

Word of God as were the people gathered in Jerusalem that day.   Seldom does the Word 

move us to tears. 



 

It is made all the more curious by what Pastor Ezra tells them to do next:  stop crying (for 

whatever reason), and go home and celebrate.   “This day is sacred to the Lord,” he says; so 

go home and feast on choice foods and sweet drinks …  Do not grieve, because the joy of the 

Lord is your strength.”    And so the passage that begins with listening and learning, even 

weeping … ends with glad celebration and a festive meal. 

 

Reading this passage, I had to ask myself:   When was the last time my eyes were filled with 

tears, reading the Bible?   Actually, not so very long ago.  But, when was the last time the 

Word of God inspired me to throw a party?   Be glad, yes; but have a party? 

 

So maybe one of the big “take aways” from this passage, is to help us recover our “first love” 

for this book that is like no other book in the world.  It was written over a period of roughly 

twenty centuries, by about forty human writers, each inspired by the Holy Spirit.   

 

It contains wonderful words – words of blessing, words of caution, words of promise.  Above 

all, it contains wonderful words of life, because in it we learn about God’s tenacious and 

unrelenting love for us –  

 Love expressed most fully through Jesus Christ, the Living Word. 

 

We see a hint of this at the end of verse 10:  “Do not grieve, because the joy of the Lord is 

your strength.”    This is God’s own joy – “the joy of the Lord.”   Here I am reminded of 

Hebrews 12:2, which exhorts us to “Look to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross …”   The joy “set before” Jesus, is the joy 

of reconciling us to God, and giving us the gift of eternal life.  

 

When we know what God has done on our behalf – not just know it “up here” (in our minds) 

but in our hearts and in the very center of our being – when we believe and receive his gift of 

reconciliation (salvation), it is also OUR joy, as we find ourselves firmly in the center of God’s 

unshakeable power and promise.   And it is a joy that Christ calls us to share with the world, 

as we testify to his goodness. 

   



At the beginning of my message, I talked about a nation – chosen and established by God – 

which nevertheless, over time, neglected God’s word and God’s ways.   I was speaking of 

ancient Israel, but it also describes America today.    

 

There is much amiss in our world, it is true.  Yet the church remains – Christ’s followers 

remain – by God’s grace, a light in the darkness, pointing the way to salvation, hope, peace 

and joy in Jesus Christ. 

 

We can do that by respecting and holding fast to these wonderful words [hold up Bible] 

 Trusting in God’s promises     Receiving his grace with great joy 

 And cooperating with the Holy Spirit as he gives us new life and purpose 

Oh yes … and at least once in a while, rejoicing in the Lord … throw a party! 

 

 And all God’s people said …  AMEN



 


