
   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Last week’s special offering for disaster relief from the tornadoes in 

Kentucky and other Midwest areas totaled $1,009.00.  Thank you! 

In order to begin preparing the Annual Report, please submit your committee 

reports to the church office no later than Wednesday, January 26, 2022.  

Thank you. 

2021 charitable donation statements were recently distributed via E-mail 

and/or US postal service.  If you were expecting a statement and did not 

receive one, please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leader today: Bud Owen 

Organist today:  Cindy Loveridge 

 
January  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 
Deacon for January -  John Mihoci If you know of anyone in the 

hospital or in need of assistance, please contact John at 724-927-

2813 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 23, 2022 
 

 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude     “O Man Bewail Thy Grievous Fall”        Bach 

      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship  

One:  It is good to give you thanks, O God Most High, 

 and sing praises to your name. 

All:  I will declare your steadfast love in the morning 

and your faithfulness by night. 

One:  For you, Lord God, make me glad by your works;  

All:  At the work of your hands, I sing for joy. 

Come, let us worship the Lord!     
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*Hymn          (vs. 1-3)          #377 

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Eternal God, Source of all that is good, 

we are sorry for all the ways we turn from you.  You call, but 

we do not listen.  You show us your path, but we prefer to do 

things our own way.  You call us to a life of forgiveness, but we 

harbor grudges; we feel the pain of our wrong choices, then ask 

why you did not stop us from stumbling.   Forgive our sin and 

our folly, we pray … renew in us your Spirit … and grant us the 

humility and courage to embrace the new life granted us in 

Jesus, your only Son and our only Savior.   Amen.    

 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One: Friends, hear and believe this assurance from Scripture: 

the Lord is gracious and compassionate, 

All: slow to anger and abounding in love.. 

One: In Jesus Christ, our sins are washed clean and forgotten; 

All: And everyone who is in Christ is a new creation.   Thanks be 

to God! 

 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 

of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:            John 1: 19-28 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second  Scripture Lesson:            John 1: 29-37 

 

Message:                   Pastor Sue Nageotte 

“The Testimony of John:  I am Second " 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn          “You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”         #360 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       
God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude     “Chorale”                            Bach 

 

* Those who are able please stand 

  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Pastor Sue Nageotte January 23, 2022 

“The Testimony of John:  I am Second” 

John 1: 19-41  &  John 3:26-30 

 

[Begin by reading the passage from John 1]    Then: 

Once upon a time some young frogs were playing in a shallow pond when an ox came to get a drink.  The 

ox’s heavy hoof splashed a great cascade of mud over the young frogs, who hopped home as fast as they 

could go.  When they arrived, their uncle – a large bullfrog – asked why they were in such a hurry.  “A scary 

creature chased us away!” said the smallest frog.  “Tell me what it looked like,” said the uncle.   “Well, it had 

four long skinny legs … a tail like a rope … and horns on its head.  And it was BIG!”    

 

“Bigger than me?” asked the bullfrog.   “Much bigger!” they replied.  What the uncle frog wanted more than 

anything else, was for the little frogs to admire him.  So he began to puff himself up, larger and larger.  

“Surely, it wasn’t as big as this?” asked the bull-frog.  But the froglets continued to insist that the scary 

creature was bigger still; so the bullfrog puffed still more until finally … POP! … he burst at his froggy seams. 

 

The moral of the story?  Don’t try to build yourself up to be something you aren’t. 

 

The bullfrog became the victim of his over-inflated sense of importance – pun intended.  When we look at 

the world around us, it may appear that the desire to be great is a normal, natural, even inevitable part of 

human life.   Even Jesus’ twelve disciples argued about which of them would be greatest!   But Jesus 

corrected them strongly, saying “The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, but it is not to be this way 

among you.”  

 

You may be wondering, what does this have to do with our Scripture passage?   Well … John the Baptist was 

a pretty famous guy in first-century Judea.   Last week, we heard that people came from all over the region 

to hear him preach, and many became his followers.  He didn’t live a lavish lifestyle, it is true, but he was 

widely known and well-respected.  So much so, that the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent a delegation of 

priests and scribes out into the desert to ask John if he was the Messiah!    

 

From a human perspective, it would have been perfectly understandable if John tried to cling to all that, 

when Jesus came along.  But John knew that his own role – though extremely important – was limited.   He 



knew that what God wanted him to do, was “prepare the way” and point people to Jesus.   So that’s what he 

did.   Remember how John introduced his own disciples to Jesus? 

He saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Look!  [there is] the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!  This is the one I meant when I said, “A man who comes after me has surpassed me, 

because he was before me,’ … The reason I came baptizing with water, is so that he would be revealed 

to Israel.” 

 

No; John didn’t feel threatened by Jesus.   Some of John’s followers did, though.  In John chapter 3 verses 26-

30, we read that some of his disciples came to him saying: 

“Teacher, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan – the one you testified about – 

well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 

Do you hear the note of anxiety?   “Everyone is going to him!”    

But John replied, “Didn’t you hear me say that I am not the Christ?  At a wedding, the best man listens 

and waits for the groom, and is filled with joy when the groom arrives.   Well, I’m just the best man.  

Now that Jesus is here, my joy is complete.  Don’t be confused about this:  He must become greater, 

and I must become less.” 

 

John knew what his primary purpose was – knew what God had called him to do.  His primary purpose in life 

was to call people to repentance, and to testify that Jesus was the long-awaited Lamb of God.  That was 

John’s God-given mission.  No more. And no less. 

 

Do you know what YOUR purpose in life is – your God-given mission?    Do you have at least a fairly clear 

sense of what it is that God is calling you to do?   Because if you don’t know that, chances are very good you 

will spend all your energy running after first one thing and then the next, and wind up accomplishing very 

little for God’s kingdom.  

 

Young people are often asked, “What do you want to do in life?”  Middle-agers and those of retirement age 

are faced with the question of what they want to do with the REST of their lives.    Followers of Jesus know 

that if those questions are to have any real meaning at all, any true value, they need to be asked differently. 

 It isn’t “What do I want to do?”  or  “How successful can I become?”     

If God is really first in our lives, the question we should be asking is,  

“How does GOD want me to live?” 

 



Human wisdom is limited.  If we only look to our human desires to determine life’s purpose and goals, we 

can yearn after things we are not suited for and could even be harmful.   Like the bull-frog who wanted so 

much to be admired as “the biggest.” 

So … how ARE we to begin to discern God’s purpose for our lives?    A couple of decades ago, there was a 

popular Christian movement marked by the initials WWJD.   What Would Jesus Do?   Roger Nishioka writes 

that when that movement came to his city he had a conversation with a young high school student.  She had 

just been given a WWJD bracelet, and while she was wearing it, she was also troubled by it.  She told him 

that while she found the bracelet to be a good reminder that she was a follower of Jesus, she didn’t find the 

question itself to be particularly helpful. 

 

“Don’t you see?” she asked, “I’m fully human, but I’m NOT fully divine.  And even if I could begin to imagine 

what Jesus might do in a particular situation, how can I know if I am supposed to do exactly the same thing?”   

She had a point. 

 

Nishioka suggests that it might be more helpful for us, as Jesus’ disciples, to ask ourselves:  “W-W-J-B-D?”    

What Would John the Baptist Do?     John knew what his God-given purpose was:  to point people toward 

Jesus.    Can you imagine how our lives would be different – and our church, and our community – if we did 

that too?  Not in the same exact way as John; that’s not what I mean.    But what if each of us, in our own 

way, invited and urged other people to   Look!  Look to Jesus!    

 

After all, he’s the one we’ve all been longing for.   He’s the one who says, “Come to me all you who are 

weary and heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.”   He’s the one who says, “No one who comes to me will 

ever be turned away.”   He’s the one who says, “I have come so that [you] may have life – true life, in 

abundance.”     

 

We began with an ancient fable about a bullfrog who foolishly tried to puff himself up to be great in the eyes 

of others.  The text for today tells how John the Baptist, who truly was famous in his day, did the opposite.  

He recognized that Jesus was the One for whom they had been waiting – and instead of trying to cling to his 

own position, he told his followers “He must become greater; I must become less.”    

 

“He must become greater.”   How do we do that in our own lives?   We do it by allowing the Holy Spirit to 

lead us in the Way of Jesus – so that his love and truth, humility and compassion and grace, shine through 

our words and our actions. 

 



Let me wrap up by sharing a true story, which I’ve told before from this pulpit.  This event took place at St. 

Paul’s Church in Richmond, Virginia, on a Sunday morning in June 1865 – just a few months after the end of 

the Civil War.    

In that church the custom was for the congregation to come forward row by row and kneel together at the 

communion rail to receive the bread and then drink the wine from a common cup.    

 

At the midpoint of the Lord’s Supper, a tall black man stood and made his way to the front of the sanctuary, 

clearly intending to receive communion alongside the white congregants.    This was a great surprise and 

unpleasant shock to everyone present.  Such an action was unheard of at a time when segregation was still 

the way of life.  Even the minister seemed to be embarrassed.   

 

An uncomfortable length of time went by during which everyone sat frozen in their pews.  But then, a white-

haired man stood and also came to the communion rail.  With quiet dignity, he knelt down beside the black 

man, and with a glance at the minister he indicated his desire to receive the holy sacrament.   After the two 

had been served, the rest of the congregation came forward as usual.   The white-haired man who led the 

way?  He was the Southern general Robert E. Lee.    

 

Some of the reports of this story end there.   But in one account, a gentleman who was in worship that day 

later came to General Lee and asked, “How could you do that?  How could you go so far as to kneel right 

beside him?”    To which Lee replied: “We are all equal at the foot of the cross.”     

 

There is some uncertainty whether he actually said that.  But even if he did not, his actions showed that he 

did not view himself as morally superior to the man who had so shocked the congregation.  Robert E. Lee 

was willing to set aside any personal feelings he may have had, even to risk his reputation, to demonstrate 

his deep understanding that we are, truly, all equal at the foot of the cross.  We are all sinners saved by 

grace, and all those whom Christ has redeemed are welcome at God’s banqueting table of grace.  

 

Taking communion with the other man was a way of affirming that man’s status as a child of God, and thus 

giving honor to Christ.  “He must become greater … I must become less.”   Guided by the Holy Spirit, may 

our words and our actions point not to ourselves, but to Jesus – the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world.    

            Let us pray … 

 


