
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 16, 2022 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 

Prelude      “Morning Prayer”         George Blake

      

Welcome and Announcements 
 

To prepare our hearts and minds for worship, let us observe a moment 

of silent prayer. 
 

Call to Worship  

One:  Sing to the Lord, and praise his glorious name!  

All:  Proclaim his salvation day after day. 

One:  Come, all who are burdened and long for forgiveness;  

All:  Come, all who are weary and long to find peace. 

One:    Come!   For the God of compassion calls us to a new life of 

hope and purpose in Christ.   

All:      We have heard his voice and come into his house. 

Let us rejoice, and praise God’s glorious name!     

JAMESTOWN   PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

411 Liberty Street,  Jamestown, PA  16134 

724-932-2101 
email: jpc411@windstream.net 

Website:  jamestownpres.org 
 

 

When Jesus Came to Jordan 
(sung to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation) 

 

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 

He did not come for pardon but as God’s Holy One. 

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins; 

To speak the vital sentence with which good news begins. 

 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss; 

For us and our salvation to die upon the cross. 

So when the dove descended on him, the Holy One, 

The silent years had ended, the age of grace begun. 

 
 

CCLI# 150999 
Lyrics by Fred Pratt Green;  Hope Publishing 1980 

 
 
 



*Hymn      “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”          #337 

 

Call  to Confession: 

          Trusting in God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, 

          let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Silent and Personal Confession  

 

Unison Prayer of Confession:  Holy and loving God, you mercifully 

grant us forgiveness and new life in Christ, and through 

baptism you make us part of Christ’s Body, the Church.  Yet 

we confess that we do not find it easy to embrace this new life.  

Despite your guiding Spirit, we have done things we ought not 

to have done, and we have failed to do what is good in your sight.   

We make excuses for ourselves, while expecting much of others.  

In your mercy, forgive us … heal us … and help us see ourselves 

and the world with your eyes of loving-kindness, so that we may 

live and love and serve in holy freedom, to the glory and honor 

of your name.   Amen.    

 

Assurance of Pardon:   

One: God sees all, knows all, forgives all, restores all 

All: through the love of Jesus Christ, who took upon 

 himself the penalty for our sin. 

One: Hear and believe the Good News:  In Jesus Christ, we 

 are forgiven, 

All: And in him we are made new.  Thanks be to God! 

 

*Response of Faith                  “Gloria Patri”              

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there he shall 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 

of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

 

 

Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Dedication of our Tithes & Offerings 

 

*Response of Praise                   “Doxology”   

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD 
 

First Scripture Lesson:         Matthew 3:1-12 
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Time with Young Disciples 

 

Second  Scripture Lesson:             Mark 1: 9-13 
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Message:      “Turning Point "           Pastor Sue Nageotte 

 

GOD SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
 

*Hymn   “When Jesus Came to Jordan”            (see back cover) 

 

*Benediction  

  

*Closing Refrain:       

God be with you ’til we meet again; by His counsels  

guide, uphold you.  With His sheep securely fold you.   

God be with you ’til we meet again. 

 

 Postlude    “March in D”                     Handel/Parks 

 

* Those who are able please stand 

  



Jamestown Presbyterian Church      Rev. Sue Nageotte 

Baptism of the Lord                       January 16, 2022 

“Turning Point” 

Matthew 3: 1-12 & Mark 1: 9-13 

Our second passage this morning is found in the third chapter of the Gospel of Mark.  But before I read 

it, there’s a significant piece of background information you should have.  So I’d like you to please pick 

up a Bible and find the place where the Old Testament ends and the New Testament begins.   We’re 

looking for the actual page in your Bible at the END of the prophet Malachi – Old Testament -- and just 

before the start of Matthew – New Testament.   You can use the index at the front, if that helps.   When 

you get there, just hold that Bible open in your lap …. Okay?  Anyone need more time? 

Notice this:  you can flip that page or two, jump from Malachi to Matthew, in less than a second.  But 

here’s the thing:  that blank page or two actually represents a gap of about four hundred years between 

Malachi’s prophecies and when John the Baptist was preaching in the wilderness near the River Jordan.  

Four hundred years. 

In terms of Middle Eastern history, a lot happened during that time.  First, Alexander the Great defeated 

the armies of Persia, and then he went on to conquer what today includes the countries of Turkey, Syria, 

Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, parts of north Africa and even a good-sized chunk of 

India.    

When Alexander died at the ripe old age of 33, this vast empire was divided up by four of his generals.   

One of those generals was named Ptolemy; he took control of North Africa, Egypt and the eastern coast 

of the Mediterranean – including the land of Israel. 

That’s probably much more detail than you really wanted, right?   What’s important to know, is that 

Israel came under Greek influence for a period of about 150 years.  It was a fairly peaceful time.  Greek 

became the “common language” of the region, and many Jewish people began to adopt Greek customs.    

That peace ended when a ruler named Antiochus the Fourth began to persecute Jews.  He insisted they 

worship Greek deities, and ordered the closure of synagogues.  In 167 BC, there was a successful Jewish 

rebellion against Antiochus.  For the next 100 years, the Jewish people were left largely alone -- although 

they still owed taxes to the region’s overlords in Egypt.   Then, in 63 BC, the Roman general Pompey 

invaded and captured Jerusalem, marking the beginning of Roman Rule. 

A lot happened, as kings and cultures clashed, and ordinary people struggled to survive.  But from a 

Scriptural standpoint, there is silence for four hundred years.  Why is this significant?  Not because of 

the length of time, but because of how the silence ends. 

You know that the New Testament begins with four “gospels” – books written to tell us about the life, 

the miracles, the death and resurrection of Jesus.  And the very first event that all four gospels describe 

– that is, the first occurrence reported in ALL FOUR of those books – is that there came a man sent by 

God “to prepare the way for the Lord.” 



You know who that was, right?  We call him John the Baptist, or sometimes, John the Baptizer.  He was 

rough around the edges, and nothing at all like the priests and teachers of the law people saw every day 

in Jerusalem.  No fine robes or tasseled prayer-shawls for John, no indeed.  And no succulent lamb-chops 

or raisin-cakes on his table, either.  John dressed in a robe made of camel’s hair, and ate what he could 

find in the desert. 

Not only did John dress differently and live differently than the priests and scribes; he talked differently, 

too.  He wasn’t afraid to call sin by its real name, but at the same time, his message gave people hope.  

He didn’t tell them to go to the Temple and make costly sacrifices; instead, he told them to repent, stop 

sinning, and live God’s way. 

No one could remember the last time God sent a prophet to Israel.  It hadn’t happened in their parents’ 

or grandparents’ or even great-great-great-grandparents’ time!  So when John came, people from all 

over went out to the desert to see him, to hear him.  Some were simply curious, but others were drawn 

by his message about the coming kingdom of God.  And the ones who felt true repentance, had a desire 

to change – those he baptized. 

This was something new in the nation of Israel.  Jews practiced ritual washing, yes.  Washing one’s hands 

before every meal … washing one’s feet when coming the house … immersing one’s body in a ritual 

bath at regular intervals.  That kind of washing was an important part of being Jewish, but it was mostly 

about external cleanliness. 

The baptism offered by John was different.  It was a baptism of repentance.  That word, repentance, 

means more than “feeling sorry for something you’ve done.”  I suspect everyone here knows what it’s 

like to feel sorry about doing something – then ten minutes, or two days, or a week later to intentionally 

do that very same thing again.  Repentance is more like, having a true change of heart.  Going in a new 

direction.  Turning back to God. 

Notice with me, please, John didn’t tell those folks they were forgiven.  He knew very well that was 

WAY beyond his authority – “above his pay grade” as the saying goes.  Instead, John told them someone 

else was coming soon – someone SO much greater and more powerful that John wasn’t worthy even to 

help him take off his sandals.  “I baptize you with water,” said John, “but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit – and with fire.” 

And people went out to hear him from Jerusalem, and all Judea and the whole region around the Jordan 

River.  And then one day …  well, let’s read it directly from Scripture.  Mark chapter 1, verse 9 says:   

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”   

We don’t know exactly where it happened.  The River Jordan runs the full length of Israel, from north to 

south.  Ancient tradition says that Jesus was baptized near the city of Jericho, a long and arduous 80-mile 

journey from Nazareth.  More recently, scholars have suggested a site farther to the north, about 25 miles 

from Jesus’ hometown.  Either way, this wasn’t a spur-of-the-moment visit for Jesus.  He didn’t just 

happen to be passing by.  He went to considerable effort to seek John out. 



By that time, John must have seen all kinds of people, there at the river:  farmers and fishermen, potters 

and weavers and leatherworkers and shepherds and every other kind of person you could think of.  There 

were even some tax collectors and Roman soldiers!  (Luke 3:12-14).  But imagine John’s surprise – his 

shock! – when he looked up one day to see Jesus in front of him.  He knew who Jesus was, of course; 

their mothers, Elizabeth and Mary, were related.  And John had heard the stories about Jesus’ miraculous 

birth.  Now here was Jesus himself, thirty years old, standing in the line to be baptized! 

Matthew tells us John didn’t want to do it.  “I’m the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, 

“rather than you coming to me!”  But Jesus insisted – said it was the right thing in God’s eyes – so John 

did as he was asked.   Let’s finish up the passage now.   [Read Mark 3: 10-12] 

I have to admit, I was tempted to stop reading at the end of verse 11.  That’s where God tells Jesus, “With 

you, I am well pleased.”   That would make a nice, tidy package for this morning’s message, wouldn’t 

it?  The summary might go like this: 

 

John is sent by God …  John preaches to the multitudes … 

  Many people are baptized … Jesus is also baptized.   

  

God tells Jesus, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you, I am well pleased.” 

  Jesus’s status as God’s beloved Son is publicly affirmed. 

  That’s it, happy ending, we’re done, right? 

But that’s only PART of the story.  Because the very next thing that happened, is that the Spirit sent Jesus 

out into the wilderness where he would be tempted by Satan.  Jesus’ baptism was not an END, in and of 

itself.  Even hearing of God’s love and approval is not entirely the point. 

 

So, let’s talk about some of the things that are – and are not – involved in this text.  First of all, Jesus’ 

baptism did NOT involve him needing to repent of sin.  Scripture tells us he was tempted just as we are, 

yet he himself remained without sin (Hebrews 4:15). 

 

When he came to be baptized, Jesus showed he didn’t consider himself to be “better” than other people.  

Some of the folks who came to be baptized by John had done terrible things.  Tax collectors and soldiers 

were there, remember?  And other kinds of people, who had done other kinds of things.  And some of 

the folks who came, had had terrible things done TO them.  All of them – every single one – had been 

damaged by sin, in one way or another. 

 

Since Jesus was without sin, he could have just stood on the bank watching.  He could have stood at a 

distance, to be sure nobody thought HE was there to repent of anything!  But that’s not Jesus’ way.  

Instead, he chose to step into the water and be personally identified with OUR need for renewal and a 

fresh start.  In his baptism, Jesus was – without words – declaring himself to be one of us, wanting to 

live a new life God’s way. 

 

That leads us to one of the most obvious aspects of Jesus’ baptism.  It marks the turning point at which 

his quiet, private life in the Galilee ended, and what we call his “public” ministry began.  After a time of 



testing in the wilderness Jesus began to teach, preach, perform miracles and proclaim the Good News 

that God’s salvation was at hand. 

 

There on the bank of the River Jordan, Jesus aligned himself with sinners like you and like me.  He 

understood the deadly consequences of sin, our need for cleansing, our aching for renewal.  He also knew 

the price that must be paid to cleanse us from sin and make us right with God.   He knew the price, and 

he knew that only he could pay it.   

 

Jesus knew what lay ahead, but he took that road willingly, because he loves us.   He loves YOU, with 

an unshakeable, unbreakable, unfathomable love that will never end.    He truly does.    So I ask you to 

think deeply about this.   Do you trust in his love?  Will you let it wash through you and make you new?   

Will you rejoice in it, and let it shape how you live?       May it be so, Lord Jesus; may it be so for us all.     

Let us pray … 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you to all who helped with our Community Dinner last evening. 

As January has five Sundays, today is the 3rd Sunday; all donations today will go toward disaster relief from 

the tornadoes in Kentucky and other Midwest areas. 

In order to begin preparing the Annual Report, please submit your committee reports to the church office no 

later than Wednesday, January 26, 2022.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Leader today:  

Organist today:  Don Elliott 

 
January  Sunday Duties: 

Close-Up:       Tom Walker  

Counting the Offering:       Janeen Mihoci 

 
Deacon for January -  John Mihoci If you know of anyone in the hospital or in need of assistance, 

please contact John at 724-927-2813 

 

 

 

 
 

 

01/17 Carolyn Pardue 
01/18 Troy College  
01/23 Tom Walker 
01/26 Kristin Murphy 


