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Pastor Michele can be reached by cell 
phone:  910-260-0660 or email:  

revmicheleclark@gmail.com 
Please call if you would like to meet  

or for a visit! 
 

  “The Messenger” is published quarterly 
and digitally maintained on our website.    

Please check it out at: 
www.fumcgreene.com 

 
Printed copies are available in the 

vestibule at church for those who prefer 
to read from a hard copy.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Preacher’s Ponderings 
 

Greetings to my peeps in Greene!  As we begin a new year, I 
want to offer you this devotion from Max Lucado to practice 
each day.  The title happens to be Each Day and is based on 
the fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22ff.  This writing can 
be found in Lucado’s book, Grace for the Moment.  I hope it 
helps you to center on what’s important in the days and weeks 
and months ahead. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

It’s quiet.  It’s early.  MY coffee is hot.  The sky is still 
black.  The world is still asleep.  The day is coming.  In a few 
moments the day will arrive.  It will roar down the track with 
the rising of the sun.  The stillness of the dawn will be 
exchanged for the noise of the day.  The calm solitude will be 
replaced by the pounding pace of the human race.  The 
refuge of the early morning will be invaded by decisions to be 
made and deadlines to be met.  For the next twelve hours I 
will be exposed to the day’s demands.  It is now that I must 
make a choice.  Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose.  And 
so I choose. 

I CHOOSE LOVE… 

No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants 
bitterness.  I choose love.  Today I will love God and what God 
loves. 

                                                                                        (continued) 
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I CHOOSE JOY… 

I will invite my God to be the God of 
circumstance.  I will refuse the temptation to be 
cynical…the tool of the lazy thinker.  I will refuse 
to see people as anything less than human 
beings, created by God.  I will refuse to see any 
problem as anything less than an opportunity to 
see God. 

 

I CHOOSE PEACE… 

I will live forgiven.  I will forgive so that I may 
live. 

 

I CHOOSE PATIENCE… 

I will overlook the inconveniences of the 
world.  Instead of cursing the one who takes my 
place, I’ll invite him to do so.  Rather than 
complain that the wait is too long, I will thank 
God for a moment to pray.  Instead of clenching 
my fist at new assignments, I will face them with 
joy and courage. 

 

I CHOOSE KINDNESS… 

I will be kind to the poor, for they are 
alone.  Kind to the rich, for they are afraid.  And 
kind to the unkind, for such is how God has 
treated me. 

 

I CHOOSE GOODNESS… 

I will go without a dollar before I take a 
dishonest one.  I will be overlooked before I will 

boast.  I will confess before I will accuse.  I 

choose goodness. 

 

 

 

 

 

I CHOOSE FAITHFULNESS… 

Today I will keep my promises.  My debtors 

will not regret their trust.  My associates will 
not question my word.  My wife will not 
question my love.  And my children will never 
fear that their father will not come home. 

 

I CHOOSE GENTLENESS… 

Nothing is won by force.  I choose to be 
gentle.  If I raise my voice, may it be only in 
praise.  If I clench my first, may it be only in 
prayer.  If I make a demand, may it be only of 
myself. 

 

I CHOOSE SELF-CONTROL… 

I am a spiritual being.  After this body is dead, 
my spirit will soar.  I refuse to let what will rot, 
rule the eternal.  I choose self-control.  I will be 
drunk only by joy.  I will be impassioned only by 
my faith.  I will be influenced only by God.  I will 
be taught only by Christ.  I choose self-control.   

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To 
these I commit my day.  If I succeed, I will give 
thanks.  If I fail, I will seek his grace.  And then, 
when this day is done, I will place my head on 
my pillow and rest. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Give this a try.  It will be well worth your 
time.  Happy New Year and God bless you in 
2022!! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Michele 

Together in prayer, trusting God is enough. 
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Confirmation Class schedule 
Pastor Michele 
 
Confirmation Class begins on January 30th at 12:00pm and continues every Sunday through Pentecost 
6/5/2022 when Confirmation will take place in worship. 
 

Medical Equipment 
Deb Barnes 
 
There are wheelchairs, commodes, and walker available; they are stored at the parsonage.  If you have a 
need or know someone in need, please contact Deb Barnes (607)644-3743 or David Barnes (607)755-3772. 
 

Oneonta/Binghamton District Men – Breakfast cancelled 
David Barnes, Coordinator 
 
Because of the unpredictability of the COVID pandemic and government states of emergency, the 
Oneonta/Binghamton District Men’s Communion and Breakfast will be canceled. In chatting with a few 
people, they were concerned and vague about what will be happening with COVID. 
Prayers for the families and friends who have suffered from this disease. 
 

Thank you 

from Valerie Dunckle 
 
I wanted to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your continued prayers for Emily Dunckle. She lives 
by herself on the other side of the country (not far from Carol Faught!). Once a happy and vibrant, healthy 
child she has struggled for the last 17 years with illness that prevents her from leading a normal life. We 
fully recognize that many other parents live with a similar heartache, some within our own church.  
 
We joined an online support group last summer to talk, to listen, and to understand what parents, spouses, 
siblings, and sometimes children go through on a daily basis to support their loved ones.  The discussions 
mainly focused on the physical, emotional, and financial needs of the affected and their families, but not 
much was said in the group about prayer. That's where you come in. 
 
Emily has been prayed for by many, many people. I have spread her story near and far and am heartened 
by those who said that they will pray for her. I feel in my heart that those prayers have helped along the 
way. She is more stable now than she was a few years ago. Mom and Dad don't need to drop everything 
and fly across the country as often as we used to. This is all good. 
 
To my church, I thank you for your prayers. You have been caring and supportive and I love you for it. I wish 
one and all a happy, healthy New Year. 
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Prayer Chain 

 

This is the updated prayer chain list.  If you have a prayer request to be sent around the prayer chain, you 
may contact any prayer chain member to start the process.  The person you contact will pass it around and 
notify the pastor.  Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

Pastor Michele Clark 
(910) 260-0660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women News 
Kay Clark 
 
The United Methodist women will meet at the church on the second Thursday of each month.  Coming 
meetings will be January 13, February 10, and March 10.  We meet at 10:00 until 11:30 when Soup & 
Scripture starts.  In December we had a luncheon and a silent auction; we raised $94 for mission.  We love 
giving our money away.  We will be making soup again to deliver to folks; we have turkey to use from 
Thanksgiving!  Come join us! 
 

  

Thanna Howell 
(607) 656-4533 
(607) 244-7201 Cell 

Debbie Eldred 
(607) 875-4152 

Judy Halstrom 
(607) 226-0928 Cell 

Rebekah Loparco 
(607) 423-0080 Cell 

Kay Clark 
(607) 725-4112 

Gary Quarella 
(607) 422-1849 

Linda Gray 
(607) 222-4782 

Bernie Rockwell 
(607) 656-4228 

Millie Turner 
(607) 656-8251 

Judy Kelly 
(607) 875-4090 

Edie Miller 
(607) 656-9793 

Donna Baker 
(607) 693-2245 

Mary Webb 
(607) 656-5348 

Debbie Barnes 
(607) 644-3743 cell 

Lorna Eroshevich 
(607) 648-4037 
 (607) 759-5478 cell 
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Music and Worship Committee  
Winnie Sortman, Music Director, Worship Committee Chair 
 
Greetings, and Happy New Year! 

Here’s hoping everyone had a blessed Christmas whether quiet, harried, or somewhere in between.  

Members of the choir continue to bring us beautiful music for worship in spite of masks and plexiglass. 
Their unswerving dedication to our church and meaningful worship is deeply appreciated by all.  

Our Christmas Eve service was very well attended; Christmas Carols abounded from a full sanctuary and 
choir loft.  If you would like to join the choir, and are vaccinated, please don’t be shy.  Choir rehearsal starts 
at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.  Come, Make a Joyful Noise! 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with all the extra tasks, from decorating to ushering, reading, and 
lighting candles during the Advent and Christmas seasons.   

Love, Peace, and Grace, 
Winnie Sortman 
 

Food Pantry & Meals on Wheels 
Marcia E. Miller, Volunteers Coordinator  
 

Thank you for delivering Meals on Wheels to our local residents in the month of December; our volunteers 
were Pastor Michele, Kay Evans, Eddie Miller, Mary Webb and Judy Halstrom. 
 
I arrange for us to help with the Food Pantry in April and October and deliver Meals on Wheels in June and 
December.  I schedule our volunteers to help at the food pantry on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday and Thursday 
from 9:30-noon and the 3rd Saturday from 10:00 to noon. They help to re-stock the shelves and package 
food for pick up for their clients.    
 
Meals on Wheels are done on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 11:20 until 12:30ish depending on number of 
residents in need.  You pick up the already packed meals and delivery them to a resident in the Village of 
Greene names, maps and directions are provided.  

Food Pantry Needs 
Judy Kelly  
 
Please continue to support your local food pantry with items such as:  
canned cream corn, canned pasta sauce, pasta, canned tomatoes, canned kidney beans,  
jars of crunchy peanut butter, cereals of any kind, & cake mixes.   Thank you! 

Applefest – Donna Baker 
 
The first Applefest meeting on the new year will be held January 16, right after church.  All who are interested 
should plan to attend.                                              
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Native American Ministries 
Scott Clark 
 
A version of the First Nations translation of the New Testament is on order.  It is currently backordered, but 
once I receive and read it, I would be happy to let others borrow it. 
https://firstnationsversion.com/book/first-nations-version/  
First Nations Version on Amazon  
 

SPRC Committee 
Terry Hebbard, SPRC Chair 
 
I would like to thank the SPRC committee for the past year and look forward to a great 2022. 
Wishing the whole congregation a healthy and happy new year! 

 

Trustees 
Scott Craver 
 
The trustees have continued to meet both virtually and in person numerous times over the past several 
weeks.  The annual parsonage inspection and accessibility audits have been completed.  We are looking to 
correct a few items at the parsonage that have been on the list for a bit of time.  Much of our focus has been 
on a new sound system. Our existing system is very outdated and does not support livestreaming or virtual 
services.  This is a large project so we are getting multiple quotes to ensure we are getting a well-equipped 
system with future looking capability at a fair price.  We are expecting our final quote shortly and hope to 
make a recommendation this year.  Much of the funds are in place for this project.  We are also looking at 
updating the lighting in the social room and repairing a couple more stained glass windows, and will be asking 
for funds to be put towards some of these projects. 
 

Recycling donations 
Pastor Michele 
 
Reminder to drop off plastic, glass and cans that have the NY 5 cents label into the container 
in the church parking lot.  The money goes to the Trustees for special projects such as: 
Sanctuary Audio/Visual upgrades, stained glass maintenance and repair, as well as normal 
maintenance such as replacing doors, fixing lights, etc.  Won’t YOU please consider giving a gift of money to 
the Trustees with either your bottles to be returned as mentioned above or a special cash/check offering 
designated to the Trustees.  This is the ONLY way the Trustees receives financial support for all of these 
projects.  Thank you.   
  

https://firstnationsversion.com/book/first-nations-version/
https://www.amazon.com/First-Nations-Version-Indigenous-Translation-ebook/dp/B08QDNGLQ8/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=32kKv&pf_rd_p=29505bbf-38bd-47ef-8224-a5dd0cda2bae&pf_rd_r=1Y03Y9TYAC1F2C3EK142&pd_rd_r=da677cec-167e-4517-ac63-11041c38df6e&pd_rd_wg=5qc3x&ref_=pd_gw_ci_mcx_mr_hp_atf_m
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 
BIRTHDAYS IN January     ANNIVERSARIES IN January 
09: Emily Dunckle      (none) 
10: Bob Clark 
13: Kevin Rounds, Sydney Specht 
14: Lyndsay Specht 
24: Grant Sullivan 
28: Julia Amell 
31: Betty Baldwin 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN February    ANNIVERSARIES IN February 
09: Raymond Sullivan      (none) 
16: Jacob Acevedo 
20: Beth Ann Specht 
23: Lester Crampton 
27: Scott Craver 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN March     ANNIVERSARIES IN March 
01: Julie Dietrich, Barbara Hinman    (none) 
04: Betty Dietrich 
07: Gordon Hinman 
13: Jason Evans 
16: Adelyn Gorsline 
19: Sara Acevedo 
22: Michele Clark 
25: Jason Burghardt, Bethany Sortman 
30: Terry Hebbard 
31: Janette Hicks 

 
 

Not listed on our birthday/anniversary list or listed incorrectly? 
Please send an email to fumcgreene@gmail.com or put a note in mailbox #9 at the church – thank you! 

 

  

mailto:fumcgreene@gmail.com
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Lector Schedule 
January    February   March 
02: Loparco Family  06: Will Trass   06: Lorna Eroshevich 
09: Beth Specht   13: Thanna Howell  13: Loparco Family 
16: Dianne Evans  20: TBA    20: Dianne Evans 
23: Amanda Mosher  27: Debbie Barnes  27: Amanda Mosher 
30: David Barnes 
 
 

Coffee Hour 

 
January   February  March 
02: Team #5  06: Team #4  06: Team #2 
09: Team #6  13: Team #5  13: Team #3 
16: Team #1  20: Team #6  20: Team #4 
23: Team #2   27: Team #1  27: Team #5 
30: Team #3 
 

 

Team #1: Kay Clark, Merelyn Rogers, Barb Hinman, Gary Quarella 

Team #2: Millie Turner, Judy Kelly, Deb Eldred, Will Trass   

Team #3: Beth Specht, Denise Hebbard, Becky McMullen, Jennifer Griffin 

Team #4: Amanda Mosher, Mary Webb, Edie Miller, Linda Gray, Diane Walters 

Team #5: Lorna Eroshevich, Vera Hackett, Gloria Dayton 

Team #6: Debbie Barnes, Bekah Loparco, Bernie Rockwell, Janette Hicks  
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January 2022 calendar 
 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

Happy 
New 

Year! 

2 
 

Epiphany 
Sunday 

 

3 4 5 6 

Shepherds 
10:00 am 

 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

7 8 

9 
 

Baptism of 
the Lord 

10 11 12 
 

13 
 

UMW 
10:00 am 

14 15 
 

16 
 

Applefest 
12:00ish 

17 18 
 

Church 
Council 
6:30pm 

19 
 

20 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

21 22 
 

23  24 25 26 27 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

28 29 

30 
 

Confirmation 
Class 

12:00pm 

31      
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 February 2022 calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
1 2 3 

 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

 
 

4  5  

6 
 

Confirmation 
Class 12:00pm 

7 8 9 
 

10 

UMW 
10:00 am 

 
Soup & 

Scripture 
11:30 am  

11 12 

13 
 

Confirmation 
Class 12:00pm 

14 15 16 
 

17 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am  

18 19 

20 
 

Confirmation 
Class 12:00pm 

21 22 23 24 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am  

25 26 

27 

Transfiguration 
Sunday 

 

Confirmation 
Class 12:00pm 

28      
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March 2022 calendar 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
1 2 

 

Ash 
Wednesday 
Service at 
7:00pm 

3 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

 
 

4  5  

6 
 

1st Sunday in 
Lent 

 

Confirmation 
Class 

12:00pm 

7 8 9 
 

10 

UMW 
10:00 am 

 
Soup & 

Scripture 
11:30 am  

11 12 

13 
 

2nd  Sunday 
in Lent 

 

Confirmation 
Class 

12:00pm 

14 15 
 

Church 
Council 
6:30pm 

16 
 

17 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am  

18 19 

20 
 

3rd Sunday in 
Lent 

 

Confirmation 
Class 

12:00pm 

21 22 23 24 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am  

25 
 

Newsletter 
submissions 

due 

26 

27 
 

4th Sunday in 
Lent 

 

Confirmation 
Class 

12:00pm 

28 29 30 31 
 

Soup & 
Scripture 
11:30 am 

 

  

 


