
   

 

The Season of Advent—The Way of Love—The Journey 

 

December 1 marks the beginning of Advent, the season when we prepare for the coming of 

Christ, a season when we hear again the Church’s emphasis on hope and future. Part of what we 

do during this season is to prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ as a baby in Bethlehem. 

But that is not where we start on the first Sunday. We do not start at the beginning of the story. 

We start at the end. This is not a foreign concept to us. We are people used to setting goals. No 

one advises: just wander off aimlessly and see what happens. Nothing beats having a compel-

ling goal and setting off toward it. Advent is the season of hope, a season to remind us that we 

worship the God of things that are not yet, the God of things that will be. Advent is the season 

to hold up before us visions of things that sound impossibly remote to us.  

 

All our real wholeness, our real joy, our real love, completely, fully realized, is in our future. 

That is why Advent, and our Christian faith, is future-oriented. Yes, Jesus Christ was born in 

Bethlehem. Yes, he actually died and was buried and rose again and appeared openly to his dis-

ciples. Yes, all these things, historically, in the past, happened. But they all happened so that we 

can live into the future which awaits us, a future for which God is preparing us, a future of 

which Christ, raised from the dead, is the first fruits. We cannot underestimate the importance 

of our future goals. They give us hope and guide us on our journey. 

 

 

“An Invitation from Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry 

to Practice the Way of Love” 

 

I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the 

Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 

know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the full-

ness of God. – Ephesians 3:17-19 

 

In the first century Jesus of Nazareth inspired a movement. A community of people whose lives 

were centered on Jesus Christ and committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unself-

ish, sacrificial, and redemptive love. Before they were called “church” or “Christian,” this Jesus 

Movement was simply called “the way.” 
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(“An Invitation… continued) 

 

Today I believe our vocation is to live as the Episco-

pal branch of the Jesus Movement. But how can we 

together grow more deeply with Jesus Christ at the 

center of our lives, so we can bear witness to his way 

of love in and for the world? 

 

The deep roots of our Christian tradition may offer 

just such a path. For centuries, monastic communities 

have shaped their lives around rhythms and disciplines 

for following Jesus together. Such a pattern is known 

as a “Rule of Life.” The framework* you now hold – 

The Way of Love: Practices for Jesus-Centered 

Life – outlines a Rule for the Episcopal branch of the 

Jesus Movement. 

 

It is designed to be spare and spacious, so that individ-

uals, ministry groups, congregations, and networks 

can flesh it out in unique ways and build a church-

wide treasure trove of stories and resources. There is 

no specific order you need to follow. If you already 

keep a Rule or spiritual disciplines, you might reflect 

and discover how that path intersects with this one. By 

entering into reflection, discernment and commitment 

around the practices of Turn - Learn - Pray - Wor-

ship - Bless - Go - Rest, I pray we will grow as com-

munities following the loving, liberating, life-giving 

way of Jesus. His way has the power to change each 

of our lives and to change this world. 

 

Your brother in the Way of Jesus, 

+Michael 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, 

Primate and Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church 

 

 

Join us on The Journey 

 

We invite you to orient yourself to the coming of    

Jesus at Christmas through the practices of Journeying 

the Way of Love. This journey begins by saying “yes” 

to God’s call to birth new life into the world—a call 

that is both powerful and gentle, a call that will, if  

fully embraced, grow beyond our imaginations, spill-

ing out of ourselves and into our family, friends, com-

munity, and the whole world. Over the course of this 

holy season, we invite you to respond to that call using 

these daily practices, found in the bulletin inserts, and 

encourage you to offer them to your friends, family, 

and neighbors. 

Blessings, 

+Marston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joy is the Simplest form of Gratitude” 

 

Greetings to our fellow parishioners of Church of 

Epiphany. This fall has certainly shown us the beauty 

that Mother Nature gives forth through her magical 

paintbrush. Beautiful colors have surrounded us for 

many days during the change of season this year. Now 

we can look forward to the coming holidays that we 

can spend with family and friends. 

 

Epiphany, especially with your help, has experienced 

a very respectable year financially, and the monthly 

budget statements point this out. Pledges are being 

kept up-to-date; the offertory plate donations have in-

creased significantly and fundraisers are doing well. 

The stock market is performing strongly and this helps 

our investments, which are now in the Diocese Dona-

tions & Bequests, grow. We certainly appreciate your 

continuing support and commitment to Epiphany this 

past year and in the future. 

 

As all of you know by now, we have gone to a 

9:30AM service on Sunday mornings, which has 

brought the 8AM and 10AM parishioners into wor-

shipping together. It has been an adjustment for all of 

us to come together. With a few different arrange-

ments the service will flow more smoothly. Change is 

very difficult for many, and as we grow older it is 

even harder. We appreciate your patience as we get to 

know each other better during this transition period.  

 

*The framework mentioned will be distributed in 

the form of bulletin inserts throughout the weeks 

of Advent. If you would like copies, please con-

tact the office at 203-264-8150. 
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This change of time will also help out Fr. Marston 

with his weekly schedule and preparation time for the 

service. Please feel free to talk to either Fr. Marston or 

any member of the vestry about your feelings on this 

issue. 

 

Some important dates to mark on your calendars: 

 

   1.  December 14, 2019:  Annual Cookie Walk, 

 10AM to 1PM 

 

   2.  January 26, 2020:  Annual Parish Meeting after 

 9:30AM service 

 

Wishing each and everyone of you a joyous Merry 

Christmas and a very Happy and Healthy New Year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ginny Kowalski and Judy Passeck 

Co-Senior Wardens 

 
 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

 

The Altar Guild’s primary function is to prepare the 

altar for the Sunday Worship Services. 

 

At Epiphany, we presently have four 2-women teams 

for each Sunday in setting-up the Altar for the weekly 

Eucharist. It involves making sure the Altar Linens are 

clean, the brass candlesticks are topped-off with oil, 

the wine and water carafes are filled and the proper 

amount of  communion wafers are in the bread box. 

The chalice and Priest’s host need “vesting.”  Usually 

this work is done the day before the next service. 

 

If you are interested in this rewarding work, the Altar 

Guild is looking for help on the third Sundays of each 

month. Please contact Linda Kelley either at the 

church service or call 203-586-1403. Men are        

welcome also! 

 

Submitted by, 

Linda Kelley 

Altar Guild 

 

 

 

 

PROPERTY REPORT 

It 's been a busy summer for the Junior Wardens 

and Property Committee. Physical improvements 

to the building and grounds include:  

 Filled the holes in the back parking lot with 

gravel  

 Patched the holes in front parking lot and 

driveway with blacktop  

 Filled the cracks in the front parking lot and 

drive with patching compound  

 Painted the pavement markings for parking  

 Painted the doors, trim, side entrance ramp, 

portico, all signs/sign posts and the cellar 

door.  

 Filled the cracks in the front, kitchen and 

Narthex doors with sealing agent  

 Installed a new, locking door knob in the 

Narthex door.  

 And, of course, the new windows in Staub 

Hall and the repairs and new coat of paint on 

the bell tower. 

 

Submitted by,  

Guy Kelley,  

Co-Junior Warden 

“O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let 

us make a joyful noise to the rock of 

our salvation. Let us come before his 

presence with thanksgiving, and make 

a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great 

King above all gods.” Psalm 95:1-3 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Parishioners have responded very well to the letter 

asking for pledges to Epiphany Church for 2020. 

 

Statements for 2019 will go out in January. 

 

A copy of the monthly statement, which is presented 

to the Vestry, is available (for any church member) 

from the office. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Moore, Treasurer 

 

 
THE UPPER ROOM REPORT 

 

Since the last Red Door, the Upper Room Thrift Shop 

has been very busy. We collected close to 30 back-

packs during the last part of the summer. Thank you 

Doug Dallon for your generous and significant contri-

bution of many of the backpacks. Boxes and boxes of 

school supplies were also donated by our customers 

and parishioners. We are grateful for all who partici-

pated in this effort. Backpacks filled with supplies 

were given to the teacher who works at the Bridgeport 

school we assisted last year. 

 

During the fall, the Vestry gave approval for over 

$7,000 to be given to Episcopal Relief and Develop-

ment for horrible weather related emergencies. Re-

cently the Vestry approved books of stamps for our 

annual donation to recipients of Meals on Wheels in 

Heritage Village, 20 books of stamps for seniors who 

often do not receive holiday gifts and $500 in gift 

cards for teenagers through the Needy Fund. 

 

The newly arrived family from Afghanistan, which we 

recently helped, continues to shop for clothes and oth-

er items at the Upper Room. This family of four, fa-

ther, mother and two sons, resides nearby and father, 

Javid, is employed at Marie’s Movers. Another family 

we helped is doing exceptionally well. Marie’s Mov-

ers also gave this family’s patriarch his first job. This 

family consists of father, mother and two daughters. 

Mother works in a bakery and older daughter is in 

school. It is gratifying to see these families thrive. 

 

We continue to work very hard. In early November, a 

woman came in from nearby Woodbury. She was 

looking for Christmas items to help decorate her home 

for the Christmas House Tour. We had not put any-

thing out at that time so we let her rummage to the 

tune of $115. The same day we started putting out our 

Christmas items, and we continue to do so daily either 

from our storage closet or new donations. Another  

recent task included emptying  a gazillion boxes of 

stored clothing. 

 

Our collection of items for the homeless is well sup-

ported by our customers. The Polokoff Breast Center, 

on Main Street South, collects gently used and new 

bras for the homeless and two other groups that we 

support.  Personal products, new underwear and 

socks for men and women are always needed 

and appreciated.  In great need are 3xl men's t-

shirts and underwear. 

 

We thank our hard working volunteers, and profusely 

thank those who volunteer regularly. While the work 

is not hard, it can be difficult to accomplish all the 

sorting, pricing, hanging and helping of customer with 

only two people. Consider giving some of your time to 

the Upper Room. Do not ask the current workers if 

Dorrie is a hard taskmaster. Using the right hanger, 

putting them in the right place, and hanging them in 

the right direction ARE important. There is work to be 

done and things to learn, but we do have a lot of fun, 

and we get to know many of our customers on a per-

sonal level. 

 

Be sure to tell your friends and neighbors about our 

mission. Please encourage them to shop, donate or 

work along with us. 

 

Submitted by Dorrie Johnson 
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FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

 

Starting the 2019 Fall Season, we had a Chicken BBQ. 

This was followed by our annual breakfast between 

the two Sunday services. With the help of Michael, 

Doreen Luth’s son, we had our Chili Take-Out event. 

On November 10, we were entertained by Rusty 

Brockmann and his saxophone group, RAMA. This 

program was dedicated to our veterans and was fol-

lowed by a reception. Epiphany pie makers made and 

sold apple crumb, blueberry and pumpkin pies for 

Thanksgiving on November 26 and 27. Our fundrais-

ing activities will end for the year on December 14, 

with our annual Cookie Walk and luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are invited to attend The Feast of the Epiphany on 

Sunday, January 12. There will be a pot luck luncheon 

to celebrate Epiphany following our Sunday service. 

 

Submitted by, 

Judy Passeck, Co-Senior Warden 

 

 

CARD MINISTRY 

 

I am sad to have to announce that I will no longer be 

able to continue my Card Ministry after the 1st of  

January. It has been a very rewarding endeavor, and I 

pray that someone else will claim it as theirs. 

 

I have enough cards to start,and ordering more is sim-

ple. Cindie provides the list, address labels and return 

address labels. 

 

If  you are interested please let me know, and I will 

happily get you started. 

 

Respectfully, 

Mandi Gerwien 

 

 

NAME TAGS 

 

Let me give you four reasons for considering wearing 

your name tag in church. The choice is yours. I’m not 

telling you one way or another. 

 

1. Name tags invite people to greet one another. You 

can agree that even in our relatively small parish, 

not everyone can know everyone’s name. 

 

2. Even if you forget a name, you can still read it. 

 

3. Name tags are not about you. They are about    

everyone in the world except you. 

 

4. Everyone likes to hear their name. 

 

Submitted by 

Jack DiBiaso 

Epiphany 

Parishioners and 
friends are needed in 

setting-up and taking-down, 
helping with the luncheon and 

with donations of ingredients 
such as flour, sugar and butter. 

Your help is appreciated in 
this most important 

fundraiser of 

the year. 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Thank you for making my 75th birthday more joy-
ous than I could ever have imagined. Your prayers, 
cards, good wishes and the joyful Happy Birthday 
played by Todd on the piano and Rusty on the sax-
ophone were truly overwhelming. I am blessed. 
 
+Marston 
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Bible Study 
Please join us every Sunday for bible study in the Rector’s Office 

directly after coffee hour. 

Tip your server. 

Return your shopping cart. 

Pick up a piece of trash. 

Hold the door for the person behind you. 

Let someone into your lane. 

Small acts can have a ripple effect. 

That’s how we change the world. 

A grandfather was walking through his yard 

when he heard his granddaughter repeating the 

alphabet in the tone of voice that sounded like a 

prayer. He asked her what she was doing. The lit-

tle girl explained, “I’m praying but I can’t think of 

the exact words, so I’m saying all the letters and 

God will put them together because he knows 

what I am thinking.” 

Small Acts Change the World 

THE UPPER ROOM MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

 
In thanks for supplies and clothing donated to the Madison School in Bridgeport last year, The Upper Room 

received a pile of thank you notes. One fourth grader, Elyjah, wrote, “I wanna thank you for this sheet of paper 

without this how could I write you a letter.” He goes on to say, “Next, thank you for the coats. Some people 

don’t have coats and because of you they got some.” 

NOTEWORTHY 
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IMPORTANT DATES  

 
 

 December 14 Sat. Annual Cookie Walk, 10AM—1PM 
 
  22 Sun. The Greening of the Church 
 
  24 Tues. Christmas Eve Celebration, 4PM 
 
  25 Wed. Christmas Day Celebration, 9:30AM 
 
 January 12 Sun. The Feast of the Epiphany Pot Luck Luncheon 
 
  26 Sun. Annual Parish Meeting after worship service 
 
   

Bulletin Bloopers 

 

The sermon this morning, “Jesus Walks on Water.” The ser-

mon tonight, “Searching for Jesus.” 

 

Thursday night—pot luck supper. Prayer and medication to 

follow. 

 

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get 

rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. 

Bring your husbands. 

 

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need 

all the help they can get. 

 

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we 

have a nursery. 

 

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 

kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the  addition of several new members and to the deteriora-
tion of some older ones. 
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY 
 
262 Main Street, North 

Southbury, CT  06488 

WINTER 2019 

In thanksgiving to God for all his life-long grace and blessings, you are invited to remember the work of the 
Kingdom carried out at Epiphany in your will.  “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again, I say, rejoice!" 

Worship SchedulE 
 
 Sundays: 9:30am Holy Communion 

  w/music followed by Coffee Fellowship 

   

Office Hours 
   
 Tuesday 10:15am-2:15pm 
 
 Wednesday 10:15am-2:15pm 
 
 Thursday 10:15am-2:15pm  

 

Contact us: 

 Church Office: 203-264-8150 
 
     E-mail for Church: epiphanysby@att.net 

     E-mail for Rector: Marston_Price@yahoo.com 

    Website: www.epiphanysouthbury.org 

      

Epiphany Staff 
 

 Rector: The Reverend Marston Price 
 Office Administrator: Cindie Boisits 

 Organist: Todd Gorski 

 

 

Members of the Vestry 
 

 Co-Senior Wardens: Ginny Kowalski & Judy Passeck 

 Co-Junior Warden: Guy Kelley & Doug Dallon 

 Treasurer: Ann Moore 

 Parish Clerk: Vicki Braucci 

Janet Byrnes, Jack DiBiaso, Beverly Hall, 

Dorrie Johnson, Jean Klonis, Darleen Lahoud 

Bobbie McGehee, Jerry Nahley 

 

Coordinators 
 

 Altar Guild: Linda Kelley 

 Delegates to Convention: Vicki Braucci, Linda Kelley 

 Flower: Pamela Price 

 Fundraising: Judy Passeck 

 Head Usher: David Merrill 

 Investments/Finance: Jack DiBiaso 

 Liturgy: Vicki Braucci 

 Music: Beverly Hall 

 Property Committee Chair: Guy Kelley 

 Upper Room: Dorrie Johnson 

 Website: Todd Gorski 


