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Highway FM and Small Groups Answer a Need

In the award-winning song “My Church” Maren Morris sings about finding redemption as she 
listens to country music, feeling the Holy Ghost through the songs of Hank Williams and Johnny 
Cash. In her car, with her highway FM, she finds both inspiration and what she once found (or 
maybe still finds) in a traditional church service. Country music has always had a strong 
connection to religious themes, it’s true.  Today, this seems even more evident as Christians 
from musicians to individuals search for ways to make “church” more relevant, relatable and 
available. 

One way many congregations across America are recognizing and fulfilling this need is with 
something called small groups.  Sometimes referred to as “cells,” these groups of 8-12 
members meet regularly at someone’s home, they share a meal, follow a biblical lesson and 
share their challenges and sometimes most intimate struggles with one another. 

 Unlike Bible Study or Sunday School, small groups don’t have one-way conversations, where 
the leader or teacher speaks and the group listens.  All members are encouraged to comment, 
to share and to interpret what they believe the scripture means to them in their lives and how 
they are strengthened or guided by it.  These personal, intimate and confidential conversations 
are just not possible within a larger setting.

Members of Edisto’s newest church Redeemer Fellowship created their small groups almost as 
soon as they decided to form the church two years ago. Most of the congregation were life-long 
members of traditional churches, but over the years they had felt something was lacking.

For Dixie Songer, finding the small groups was quite simply, “an answer to a prayer.”

 “There was just a sincerity of honest caring from the folks at Redeemer that I hadn’t 
experienced with other churches,” explains Diann Hannon. “It came at a difficult time in my life 
and the support I received was not obligatory, it was lasting and ongoing.”

Small groups are not meant to replace the corporate church services, and the lessons learned 
in small groups do not substitute for the preaching of the gospel from the pulpit. Instead, they 
complement and enrich the service by offering members an opportunity to learn and minister 
side by side. The number of churches creating small groups is growing as Christians 
everywhere search for community and authenticity and ways to keep God’s message of love 
and understanding alive in what has become a more impersonal and contentious world.

Beyond strengthening the personal connections and fellowship within the church, small groups 
effectively train followers of Jesus to become disciples who in turn create disciples. Underlying 
the creation of small groups is a central premise of Christianity of service to the community 
through missions. 



The mission opportunities of Redeemer Fellowship relate mainly to the needs of the Edisto 
community and primarily work with young people.  Jane Edwards Elementary School, Edisto 
Island Youth Recreation, and Operation Christmas Child are examples of members’ mission 
commitments.  Acting as Good Neighbors in Jesus’ name, the church also stands ready to help 
individuals on the island with unexpected needs as part of its benevolence outreach.

Small groups are not a new concept.  If you think about it, Jesus created the first small group 
when he chose his disciples. They met in someone’s home; they shared a meal, listened to His 
teachings, and often questioning, they accepted His calling to spread His message of love and 
forgiveness. In the United States small groups had their beginnings in the 1920’s and 1930’s 
and were at times considered a break from the traditional Christian church. 

In these uncertain times, small groups are not only popular—they’re mandatory and their 
numbers more restricted. During the pandemic, many churches around the world including 
Redeemer Fellowship are communicating with congregations online through websites, and 
streaming Sunday sermons live. 

You won’t miss Easter services if you “Like” the church on Facebook, (redeemer fellowship 
Edisto island) at 10:00 a.m. Sundays.  And, if you happen to miss one, audio sermons are 
archived online at www.redeemerfellowshipedisto.org   .  

http://www.redeemerfellowshipedisto.org/

