
Kindness of Strangers More Important Than Ever

Last month, NPR correspondent Mary Louise Kelley got personal when she recounted what 
happened when she lost her wallet in New York City.   The wallet was returned by a stranger 
who found it and had an Uber driver take it to her home.  

What made this interesting was her reaction.  She was amazed at the stranger’s kindness,( he’d 
added a caramel candy to the paper wine bag in which he’d placed the wallet.) Now, granted 
this was New York City, but as Southerners would we be as amazed at such an act of kindness? 
These days when there’s so much upheaval and downright meanness around us, perhaps we 
look for any scrap of kindness to celebrate. 

As Christians, we only have to remind ourselves of the basic tenets of our faith. Christianity is all
about love and kindness, and we don’t’ have to be theologians to understand what it means to 
be “Christ like.” The bible proclaims this over and over in so many ways:  “love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” do unto others as you would have even them do unto you.” The embodiment of the 
message was Christ Jesus who taught love and kindness and forgiveness.

Sometimes we can get so overwhelmed by news of those “random acts of hatred”, that we de-
spair of any hope that things will get better.  And, while we may not be capable of the grand 
gestures like joining the battlefield fight, organizing shipments of supplies, sending donations, 
or even holding rallies and marching against  injustices, we can do…some-thing.

We can practice Christ’s teachings with small, everyday kindnesses.  We can notice, really no-
tice  and listen as others tell their story. We can compliment instead of criticizing. We can just 
generally look for ways and times and places to be kind.  

I’m sure I am biased, but I have found the folks at Redeemer Fellowship to be some of the kind-
est I’ve ever met. And you can meet them and decide for yourself on Sundays at 10:00 am at 
the Civic Center.  They’re especially kind to strangers.

Joy and Kindness!
Pastor Rob


