
                             The Power of Love Exists in All of Us

These days it seems the idea and the word love is everywhere. And it’s not just because of Hallmark 
valentines.  Love has always been a favorite subject of poems, songs, films and plays—tv shows and a 
whole genre of literature are built around love.   We’re mostly talking about romantic love here,  unlike 
the brotherly love which the Rev. O’Donovan spoke of in his inaugural invocation recently.  

“There is a power in each and every one of us that lives by turning to every other one of us---a   
thrust of the Spirit to cherish and care and stand by others and above all those most in need. 
 It is called love and its path is to give ever more of itself.”

 Whenever crises happen, we find  comfort and solace-- if not with those we love-- in hearing about 
others who have performed great kindnesses for those in need.  Whether it’s school children or pro 
football players, TV news reminds us of this love nightly.

This kind of love gives us the power to put aside our differences to help and love others.  And isn’t that 
why we worship and celebrate the life of Jesus? We grew up knowing it; as soon as we could understand
words, we learned: “Jesus loves me.”   

But His is a special love, one that passes all understanding and one we could only aspire to. Another 
verse we learned as children helps explain: “For God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten 
son that whosoever believed in him… should have life everlasting.”

Think about that for a minute.   God loved us so much that he sent his Son to earth, knowing full well all 
the dangers, the insults, the hurts and the ultimate sacrifice Christ would suffer---at the hands of the 
very humans God wanted to save.

And all we have to do is love one another.  It’s not being a Polly Anna, ignoring differences and past 
hurts;  it’s a simple recognition that each of us is deeply loved by God.  And in that, we are all equally
blessed.

In closing, the Reverend O’Donovan invoked the blessings of God on our new president, calling God, 
“Holy Mystery of Love.”  

Now, isn’t that just the truth!


