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In This Issue

Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be Rooted in Jesus, to know, grow, and share His love.

Ron Kinsey
Administrative Assistant

I was going through some old files
the other day and ran across this
letter I had written for a newsletter
some twenty years ago. As I read
the story again, it reminded me of
how precious Christmas is. The
giving of a perfect gift from God to
you and I. A time to gather with
family and friends. A time to hear
the Christmas story once again
and be reminded of God’s love for
each of us. Read and be blessed
this Christmas season.
Mark’s Meandering

Is there anything more
beautiful than to look at a manger
scene or an outdoor Christmas
Tree with lights covered in snow?
The sights and sounds of the
season can be breath-taking. The
lights and decorations cause us to
stop and take notice. Yet the
beauty of the season is here with
us year around. At other times,
we just don’t take time to notice
the wonderful gifts that God gives
to us.

God has given us a
wonderful gift in His Son Jesus
Christ. Have we taken time to
look at this gift? To say thank you
to God? Here is a story given to
me that speaks about God’s Gift.
I hope that it will bring you closer
to the true meaning of Christmas.

A Gift All Wrapped in Swaddling
Clothes

by Dr. Ralph Wilson
Christmas morning of my

fifth year I woke to find a wooden
rifle under the tree, carefully
carved by my dad, complete with
a dowel barrel and a hole for my
trigger finger. I can almost smell
the fresh paint mingled with the
fragrance of pine branches. And
though I don’t recall playing with it,
I remember the awe I felt in
knowing my dad made it just for
me.

Not all gifts, however, are
so personally intended. After the
horrendous brown vase I got at a
Christmas party, at least I had the
perverse joy of watching someone
open “How to Raise Rhesus
Monkeys” that had been foisted off
on me the year before. Then
there’s a punch-out calendar to sit
on my desk reminding me all year
long to buy Farmers Insurance.
And the mortuary that gives away
bottles of hand lotion every year--
my family always calls it
“embalming fluid.”

What takes the joy out of
giving are the obligatory gifts--the
expected office exchange, the box
of candy you keep by the door to
hand Smiths when they come to
call as you know they will, once a
year. And don’t forget the gift for
great Aunt Hattie whom you
haven’t liked since she pinched
your cheeks when you were little.

continued on pg 4



EVANGELISM
EVERY SHOEBOX GIFT IS AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE FOR EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP,
which leads to the mulitplication of new believers and churches around the world. Local Christians share
the Gospel, inviting children to trust in Jesus. Then, boys and girls receive a surprise that may be their first
gift ever. They hold in their hands a tangible expression of God's love.
AFTER CHILDREN RECEIVE SHOEBOX GIFTS, many also participate in our 12-lesson discipleship
program, The Greatist Journey. Through this course, which includes Bible stories and Scripture
memorization, they learn how to follow Christ in their daily lives as they tell their family and friends about
Him.

DISCIPLESHIP MULTIPLICATION
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It seems Thanksgiving gets lost in the holiday season.
But we can't forget the season of giving thanks for all
we have. I have started and stopped many times
writing in a blessing journal. Such a good idea and I
think why don't I continue, well maybe it's because I'm
busy with all the blessings in life. Friends, and family
stop me, but in my heart I'm still thankful. I thank my
church family, who is always there for me. I thank my
God, who still loves me unconditionally every day.

Are all of your Christmas plans in the calendar? It is
upon us, the Christmas month of December. We will
see what kind of things we are up to at our November
meeting. So join us, so you can be in on the plans and
the fun. We meet Tuesday, November 30th, at 2pm, at
New Life Church.

See you there ... oh and no meeting in December.

Sue B - 989.352.6176

Our Why Not Wednesday Kids packed Shoe Boxes on
November 17th. As you read this, they are on their
way to the collection center church. Thanks to Mel and
Linda Houck and thanks to all who contributed funds
for this to happen. And I can't forget the kids who did
the packing.

A little FYI about Shoe Boxes: Since 1993 they have
delivered Shoe Box gifts in over 160 nations and
territories, including more than 50 hard to reach
countries.

Shoe Boxes open door to communities without
churches. To learn more about this and Operation
Christmas Child ministry, go to samaritanspurse.com.

Again, Thank You New Life Church
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Anniversaries in December
John & Kay Shell 12/11
Jeff & Kelly Nielsen 12/15
Jeff & Theresa Dilts 12/19
Jim & Patricia Horrocks 12/28

Birthdays in December
Linda Peterson 12/01
Shirley Frandsen 12/09
Dick Goedge 12/13
Desiray Sadler 12/13
Rick Outman 12/15
Donna Hall 12/16
Linda Nichols 12/16
Craig Farrell 12/22
Ann Minkel 12/24
Christina Jorgensen 12/26
Linda Goedge 12/28
Patty Hawley 12/30

During this time of Advent, God, show me how to
be a messenger of the Messiah’s coming, as John
the Baptist was. Amen.

EVERGREEN—These trees, which keep their green
leaves year-round, are symbolic of Christmas, eternal life
and God’s everlasting love. In the Bible, evergreen trees
are called the “cedars of Lebanon,” suggesting growth
(Psalm 92:12), height (Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6)
and steadfast faith.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1                                           
9:30a TOPS                                           
1p Prayer & Care Tm                                     

6p Why Not Wednesday                                    

7p Choir Practice                                      
7p Bldg&Maint Team

2                                        
9a Men's Bible Study                                        
5:15p Cardio Drumming

3 4

5 2nd Advent                                   
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                                       
4p Knitting

6                                       
5:45p TOPS

7                                                                         
5:15p Cardio Drumming

8                               
9:30a TOPS                                           

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                     
6p Why Not Wednesday

9                                     
9a Men's Bible Study                                        
5:15p Cardio Drumming

10 11

12 3rd Advent                                     
10a Worship                            
11a Sunday School                         
4p Knitting

13                            
9a Christmas Boxes - sort 
LCC                                            
5:45p TOPS

14                                                
12p Christmas Boxes - 
pickup LCC                                                 
5:15p Cardio Drumming

15                                
9:30a TOPS                                        

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                     
6p Why Not Wednesday

16                                     
9a Men's Bible Study                                    
5:15p Cardio Drumming 

17 18

19 4th Advent                                   
10a Worship                               
11a Sunday School                              
4p Knitting

20                               
5:45p TOPS

21 Winter begins                                      

5:15p Cardio Drumming                                   
6:30p Worship Team

22                              
9:30a TOPS                                      
1p Prayer & Care Tm

23                                   
9a Men's Bible Study                                                   
5:15p Cardio Drumming

24                                          
Office closed half day                                               
7p Christmas Eve Service

25 Christmas

26                                    
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                     
4p Knitting

27                              
5:45p TOPS

28                                         
5:15p Cardio Drumming

29                                       
9:30a TOPS                                      
1p Prayer & Care Tm

30                                                   
9a Men's Bible Study                                                   
5:15p Cardio Drumming

31 New Year's Eve                                         
Office closed half day
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MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR DECEMBER
Church World Service Blankets

You may donate just $10 for each blanket in honor or in memory of a
loved one, during the month of December. If you will pay by check, be
sure to write "blankets" on the memo line. Please help someone be
warm, wrapped with God's love, through His people.

Pastor's Ponderings continued from pg 1
Really difficult are the gifts that come with long invisible
strings dangling from them, gifts so expensive that you
could never afford to reciprocate. Gold and diamond
jewelry from a suitor. You don’t want to hurt his feelings,
but...

I wonder how Mary and Joseph felt as they
watched richly robed wise men kneel before their child
offering alabaster jars of precious myrrh, inlaid boxes
heavy with scent of frankincense, and iron-bound chests
laden with gold--gifts fit for a king. How could they possibly
repay?

I guess the most troublesome gift at Christmas is
the Child Himself. What do we say? We smile nicely and
pat the humbly-wrapped present. “How nice of you, God,
to have been so thoughtful,” we mumble politely. But the
Gift lies on the dresser unopened year after year. Perhaps
because we don’t expect to find much inside except a
useless religious trinket. Perhaps because we don’t feel
any need for God just now. Perhaps because we know
that if we unwrap the Gift, we’ll be obligated to the Giver
beyond what we can ever repay. And so it sits...and so it
sits until in loneliness, in pain, in utter desperation we tug
at the ribbons and tear off the wrappings, hoping against
hope we’ll find inside what we’ve longed for. And so it is.
Unconditional Love!

God sent a gift one Christmas morn,
a wondrous gift, a precious gift.

God sent a gift one Christmas morn,
by peasant maid and craftsman hand.
God sent a gift one Christmas morn and
wrapped it up in swaddling clothes,
For me, He did. Yes, for me He did.

God sent a gift one Christmas morn and
wrapped it up in swaddling clothes.

For me.

Merry Christmas! For unto us a child is born in Bethlehem!

Pastor Mark

ANNUAL LAKEVIEW AREA
MINISTERIAL CHRISTMAS BOXES
The Lakeview Area Ministerial Association will
be hosting their Annual Christmas Boxes give-
away again this year. Pickup of the boxes will
take place on Tuesday, December 14, from 12
to 5pm. Monetary donations will be received at
the Community First Federal Credit Union in
Lakeview and at McKenna’s Village
Restaurant, beginning November 1st, until
December 14th. Persons or families requesting
Christmas food boxes, may contact New Life
UMC, 989.352.7788, until December 3rd, to
sign up. We request that the persons live in the
Lakeview School District or are affiliated with
one of the local churches to sign up.
Ron Kinsey
Secretary, Lakeview Area Ministerial Association

G.F. Handels

Messiah
Christmas Portion & Hallelujah Chorus

Sunday, December 5
at 7pm at the Greenville High School

Performing Arts Center.
Celebrate the season with this highly
anticipated community performance.
Admission is free. Free tickets must be

reserved at gpac.ludus.com or by
calling 616.225.6109.

For more information, contact MCC Aumni & Friends
Choir Director Val VanderMark at

valv.montcalm@gmail.com
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The 12 Days of Christmas

Most scholars of the Catholic Church deem it a very
important surviving example of a time when that

denomination used codes to disguise their teachings.
Originally a poem written by Catholic clerics, this song
was transformed into a carol at a time when celebrating
the 12 days of Christmas was one of the most important

holiday customs.
1st Day of Christmas - Partridge in a Pear Tree

The partridge in a pear tree represents Jesus, the Son of
God, whose birthday we celebrate on the first day of

Christmas.
2nd Day of Christmas - Two Turtle Doves

These twin birds represent the Old and New Testaments.
3rd Day of Christmas - Three French Hens
These birds represent faith, hope, and love.
4th Day of Christmas - Four Calling Birds

These fowl are the four Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John.

5th Day of Christmas - Five Gold Rings
The gift of the rings represents the first five books of the
Old Testament, known as the Torah or the Pentateuch.

6th Day of Christmas - Six Geese a-Laying
These lyrics can be traced back to the first story found in
the Bible. Each egg is a day in creation, a time when the

world was “hatched” or formed by God.
7th Day of Christmas - Seven Swans a-Swimming
Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: prophecy, ministry,

teaching, exhortation, giving, leading, and compassion.
8th Day of Christmas - Eight Maids a-Milking

Being a milkmaid was about the worst job one could have
in England during this period; this code conveyed that
Jesus cared as much about servants as he did those of
royal blood. The eight who were blessed included the
poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who

hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure
in heart, the peacemakers, and those who are persecuted

for righteousness’ sake.
9th Day of Christmas - Nine Ladies Dancing

The fruits of the Spirit. The fruits are love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,

and self-control.
10th Day of Christmas - Ten Lords a-leaping

As lords were judges and in charge of the law, this code
for the Ten Commandments was fairly straightforward to

Catholics.
11th Day of Christmas - Eleven Pipers Piping

when Judas betrayed Jesus and committed suicide, there
were only eleven men who carried out the gospel

message.
12th Day of Christmas - Twelve Drummers Drumming

The drummers are the 12 points of doctrine in the
Apostles’ Creed.

The greatest gift-giver

When we give each other Christmas presents in
[God’s] name, let us remember that he has
given us the sun and the moon and the stars,
the earth with its forests and mountains and
oceans — and all that lives and moves upon
them. He has given us all green things and
everything that blossoms and bears fruit and all
that we quarrel about and all that we have
misused. And to save us from our own
foolishness, from all our sins, he came down to
earth and gave us himself.

—Sigrid Undset
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How astounding to know that you rejoice over
me, O God! (Zephaniah 3:17). Help me live in
and share this assurance of your deep love.

December


