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Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be Rooted in Jesus, to know, grow, and share His love.

Ron Kinsey
Administrative Assistant

Finally, brothers and sisters,
whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right,

whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable -
if anything is excellent or

praiseworthy - think about such
things. Philippians 4:8

We are in unique times.
The COVID-19 pandemic is
dramatically changing how we go
about living our lives in ways not
seen since the 1918 pandemic. In
addition, much of our society is
focused on promoting divisive
behavior rather than ways we can
work together in unity.

As I’ve been reading the
book of Philippians this summer I
have been struck by the
consistent message of unity in
Christ. Paul, the author,
consistently encourages the
people of the Philippian
congregation in their unity in living
out the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Even when Paul singles out some
individuals who are to be “watched
out for”, it is precisely because
these folks are promoting behavior

that is divisive - divides the
congregation into those “in” and
those not “in”.

In these challenging and
divisive times we are living in
Philippians 4:8 is instructing us
about the choice which we have
many, many times each day. We
have a choice about what we
focus our thoughts on. We can
choose to focus our thoughts on
whatever is true, noble, right,
pure, lovely, admirable, excellent,
or praiseworthy. When we do this,
we are aligning our minds with
how the love of God is made real
in our world. We are opening our
minds to how the Holy Spirit
connects each of us, even in our
differences. Our thoughts are
toward unity. It all begins with
what we choose to focus our
thinking on.

I encourage you to be
open to the Holy Spirit pointing out
to you when you have choices
about what to focus your thoughts
on. Then to depend on the power
of the Holy Spirit to help you
choose to think about whatever is
continued on page 2

Continue to check our web
page, our facebook,
Branches and Leaves, our
Church sign, and
newsletters for any
changes that might be
important to you. Thanks
for being so understanding
of necessary changes.
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Hi,
As I write this and write out the word
"United", I don't feel it. United - I feel more
divided. And who is to blame - you know
there must be someone. I know, I know,
who is to blame ... ME!
As I look back at my notes starting back at
the end of March, I know what I didn't do
*write to friends and family
*take a walk and pray for people along

the way
*study God's word
*call someone from your church family
*reconnect with someone you haven't

talked to in a while
I started out fairly well, and went down hill
fast. So I feel quilty and alone, but I could
take my own advice and reconnect.
I'm starting by praying - praying for peace
in my life and to start sharing peace with
others.
Thanks for listening,
Sue B

Our circle of ladies will be ordering a book
to share. We will have 3 copies of "Finding
Peace in an Anxious World". This
encouraging study uses the book of
Proverbs and "The Serenity Prayer" as a
guide to help Christians find their way
through anxiety, worry, and fear and move
towards God's peace that surpasses all
understanding.
If you would like to read it, it should be out
and about within a couple of weeks. Just
give enough time for these ladies to read
them: Sue Brockschmidt, Kathy Matthews,
and Linda and Cindy Andersen.
Happy Reading,
Peace to you all

Sanctuary Audio/Video Upgrade
In case you have been wondering how the hearing loop system and
other upgrades to our sanctuary technology was coming, here is an
update, as of the last of July. Much praying and planning has gone
into making this project come to fruition. There has been a
campaign to gain the money, to do this project in completion.
Finance has helped figure this all out. As of July 30th, the hearing
assistance loop system has been installed, and the wireless mics
have been replaced with new ones, to coincide with the current
laws. A new IMAC computer for the tech booth will be arriving
about the middle of August, and a video camera has been ordered,
arriving sometime the first part of August. A new soundboard will
be arriving sometime the first part of September, of which there will
be training supplied for that. If you have interest in learning how
that works, and would like to help in the tech booth on a rotation,
please contact Bonnie Buckner, at 989.330.0236. Your willingness to
help with this ministry would be greatly appreciated, and is needed
to help make the worship experience go smoothly.

New Life Kids
Hello from Missy and Sue B,
Just wanted you to know that Sunday School is back in
business, and we have missed you. We have seen some kids
return, and they are so happy to be back!!!, but we have room
for more. Missy has made a safe environment for you. The
time is within the 8:30am Sunday worship hour. (Yes, I know,
that is early for some of you.)
You will work with your own box of supplies - All Yours! in our
fellowship hall, with lots of space.
We have returned to our Sticky Situation devotion and Bible
verse to start and sharing about how our lives are different
now. And then, (my favorite) craft time.
Thinking of you all, love you!
Sue B and Missy
P.S. If you don't have a mask, we have one for you.

Pastor's Ponderings continued from page 1
true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, or
praiseworthy. This may mean you need to choose to not
watch certain TV news programs, unfollow some people/
groups on Facebook, stop using some social media sites, and
be more aware of how you are speaking.

As each of us do this we, New Life United Methodist
Church, grow into becoming more of Christ’s light to those in
our community and world who are experiencing darkness in
their lives.
Grace,
Pastor Tim
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Birthdays in August
Mel Houck 08/01
Ruth Stevens 08/05
Sue Brockschmidt 08/10
Marsha Gregory 08/15
Bonnie Reed 08/15
Bob Buskirk 08/20
Dorothy Farrell 08/26
Tori Grassley 08/28
Linda Andersen 08/30
Tori Cavendish 08/31

Anniversaries in August
Andy & Barb Ray 08/02
Eugene & Johanna Rentschler 08/06
Steve & Eva Fountain 08/10
Phill & Linda Seiter 08/15
Rob & Amy Andersen 08/30

Western Michigan Adult & Teen Challenge would like
to thank New Life UMC for the $100.00 gift to them earlier
this year. That gift will help to free men and women from the
hopelessness of drug addiction and alcohalism. Thank you for
your support.

Adopt-A-Highway 2020 Pick
Ups
We had received a letter from MDOT
early this spring, about waiving the spring
pick up, due to the coronavirus. Due to
older volunteers, heat and the coronavirus
we recently emailed MDOT telling them

that we would need to opt out of the July pick up also. In
response we received the following message.

From MDOT - July 16th, 2020
I think you made the right call in deciding not to do the
pickup. FYI - Due to the pandemic we are waiving the pickup
requirements for 2020, so if you aren’t able to do any pickups
this year your section of highway will still be yours in 2021.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

2                                     
8:30a Worship                                 
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School

3                               
5:30p Cardio Drumming              
5:45p TOPS

4 5                                 
9:30a TOPS        

6                               
5:30p Cardio Drumming

7 8

9                                  
8:30a Worship                   
10a Worship                    
11a Sunday School

10                              
5:30p Cardio Drumming       
5:45p TOPS

11 12                    
9:30a TOPS                      
10a Pryr & Care Team

13                                   
5:30p Cardio Drumming

14 15

16                                  
8:30a Worship                   
10a Worship                    
11a Sunday School

17                               
5:30p Cardio Drumming       
5:45p TOPS

18                                 
6:30p Worship Team

19                              
9:30a TOPS

20                             
5:30p Cardio Drumming

21 22

23                    
8:30a Worship                           
10a Worship                                
11a Sunday School

24                              
5:30p Cardio Drumming       
5:45p TOPS

25 26                              
9:30a TOPS                      
11a Pryr & Care Team 

27                               
4p Free Food Truck                            
5:30p Cardio Drumming

28 29

30                    
8:30a Worship                           
10a Worship                                
11a Sunday School

31                              
5:30p Cardio Drumming       
5:45p TOPS
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