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In This Issue

Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be Rooted in Jesus, to know, grow, and share His love.

Ron Kinsey
Administrative Assistant

Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever.
Hebrews 13:8

For no matter how many promises
God has made, they are "Yes" in
Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:20

For many years I went
trout fishing on the AuSable River
with my dad and brother on the
third weekend in April. I recall ice
on the minnow bucket some years
and other years fishing in tee
shirts. April is a month of roller
coaster weather.

At times the events of our
lives can feel like the roller coaster
weather of April. Hours of fun
playing with grandchildren can the
next day bump up against a
cancer screening follow up
appointment. The joyous praises
of Easter Sunday can turn into a
sudden downhill a few days later
due to unforseen difficult
circumstances. Like a roller
coaster the sudden ups, downs,
twists and turns of our lives can
make life disorienting. The
dizzying ride can cause us to lose
our bearings or lose our balance
because we feel a bit woozy.

I have read through the
Bible several times and studied
parts of it in depth. Yet, as I'm

reading God's Word each day, the
Holy Spirit reveals God's love in
new ways. I have had the above
two verses written down this
week. They have given me God's
truth to grip tightly on to; steadying
my life in Christ when I'm feeling a
bit shaky from life's roller coaster.

What are the Scriptures
which you are currently holding
onto when your life feels like you
are on a roller coaster? I
encourage you to share these
Scriptures with Ron Kinsey either
through an email or in a written
note. Ron will be including all of
the shared Scriptures in the May
Newsletter. Others may find
God's truth in the Scriptures you
share to help them steady their
lives in Christ.

In Christ,

Pastor Tim

Note: Ron’s email is
newlifeumc6584@gmail.com
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I'm writing a short article for April's newsletter.
Bless Ron's heart for reminding me. We just met
on Monday to see what is up with our Circle of
Friends group.
We talked about how we get so centralized on
our normal routine. Maybe we have lost sight of
who is in charge. Is it us or is it God? He is still
here, so it's our choice if we isolate or grow
stronger.
We talked about a spring event, and should we
have one this year or not. Lets just say we are
digging up some spring event ideas!
If you wonder what all of this is about, just ask
around.
See you in church,
Sue B
p.s. We will come together for another planning
meeting on Tuesday, April 13th, at 2:30pm.
Please come if you are able and feel welcome!

Our New Life Kids have been challenged to do
something for our community. After a few ideas
were tossed around a good one came through.
Our Sunday School kids class made "Take And
Make" bags. These bags contain a craft with
directions, an activity page and a note from Pastor
Tim, with info about New Life Church. We are
sharing these bags with local businesses in the
area.
Be proud of our kids to share "God's love in a
bag," for our community.

We had put a notice
in the Branches and
Leaves a few weeks
back, asking persons
interested in

volunteering with Adopt-A-Highway spring pick up
(April 17 - 25) to contact the church office by the
end of March. We did not receive any responses.
If after reading this notice, the office does not hear
from anyone, we will reluctantly most likely contact
MDOT and remove our church from the Adopt-A-
Highway program.
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Anniversaries in April
Ray & Linda Peterson 04/04
Bob & Donna Hall 04/06
Ransom & Kelly Leppink 04/11
Don & Nancy Shepard 04/12
Larry & Connie Beach 04/23
Joe & Doris Shaw 04/26

Birthdays in April
Vicky Johnson 04/04
Doris Shaw 04/04
Terrie Bannen 04/05
Craig Grassley 04/06
Bob Hall 04/06
Brock Outman 04/06
Art Shepard 04/09
Janice Paulson 04/11
Kathie Commans 04/15
Nancy Bannen 04/17
Pat Outman 04/20
Cindy Andersen 04/25
Pat Carr 04/30

A Message From Bishop David Bard
Michigan Conference

With life-saving vaccines soon available everywhere, Bishop David
Bard encourages local United Methodist Churches to continue to make
healthy decisions to protect those around us during Holy Week.
COVID-19 cases are currently at the highest level in Michigan since
the start of 2021, and positive cases continue to rise. Please consult
your local health department for guidance on gathering in person,
inside and out, wear masks, wash your hands frequently, and when a
vaccine becomes available, please consider receiving it. It's good for
you. And, it's the most essential step for all of us to be able to gather
indoors once again safely. That's something we can all agree to pray
for.

The Michigan Conference wishes you a safe
and blessed Holy Week and a happy Easter!

• If you judge people, you have no time to love them.
-Mother Teresa

• He that seeks God in everything is sure to find God in
everything.
-William Law

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Maundy Thursday                        

7p Maundy Thursday Srv                     
In-person & on-line

2 Good Friday                                               
12p Good Friday Srv                     
On-line only

3

4 Easter                                   
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                             
4p Knitting

5                                     
5:45p TOPS

6 7                                
9:30a TOPS  

8 9 10

11                                        
10a Worship                            
11a Sunday School                         
4p Knitting

12                             
5:45p TOPS

13                                      
2:30p Circle of Friends

14                        
9:30a TOPS

15 16 17

18                                      
10a Worship                               
11a Sunday School                             
4p Knitting

19                               
5:45p TOPS

20 21                              
9:30a TOPS

22 23 24

25                                     
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                     
4p Knitting

26                              
5:45p TOPS

27 28                                       
9:30a TOPS

29 30
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Last week we had a Zoom Worship Team Meeting and I was encouraged. I now look back and see where we were a year

ago and where we are today. A year ago, the worship Tech Team asked to have support on raising enough money to purchase a
new computer, sound board, Loop Hearing sound system, and video camera. The Worship Team, Building & Maintenance Team
and Finance Team gave their support. Then the COVID-19 Pandemic started.

We felt that this was what we needed to do and went ahead with the fundraiser. The Pandemic required our worship to be
on-line to reach our congregation. It also highlighted the ongoing need for on-line worship to reach people in our community who
we were not reaching with in-person worship. Pastor Tim used his equipment and talents to record and upload the on-line
worship. I know that this has taken more of Pastor Tim’s time. The new computer, sound equipment and Loop Hearing systems
were installed and operational in the summer. The pandemic unfortunately also caused the video camera installation to take a lot
longer than we had planned. I am glad to tell you that the last two Sundays the worship services have been recorded and put
online using the new computer, new sound board, and new video camera.

This means we need more people to help in the Tech Booth. Training will be provided. If you have practical skills of
using computers and would like to be a part of the Tech Team for worship, please contact myself or Pastor Tim.

I praise God for the guidance He has sent our way. I thank you the church for supporting this project. I don’t always see
blessings when they happen but looking back what a great blessing God has bestowed upon New Life church and us. Thank You.

Bonnie Buckner – Worship Team Leader
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Journey In the Wilderness

Date Series: Sermon Title Key Scriptures Notes

2/17/21

2/21/21

2/28/21

3/7/21

3/14/21

3/21/21

3/28/21

4/1/21 Maundy Thursday
4/4/21 Easter Mark 16:1-8 

2021 Lent 
Feb 17 (Ash Wed) thru April 4(Easter)

"Journey In The Wilderness" 

     In Scripture, wilderness does not have one simple meaning.  Instead, it is a rich metaphor which holds various things in tension.  On 
the most basic level the desert was a dry, lifeless and lawless place, which madde the Israelites confront their fears, fraility and 

mortality.  Their experience a4er the Exodus, when they persistently disobeyed God and were punished, also added a layer of guilt and 
repentance to their mental picture of the wilderness.   In the face of these "nega6ve" associates with the desert, the Israelites also saw 
it as a place of provision, transforma6on and encounter with God.   Jenny Phillips writes:  "The wilderness of the ible is a liminal space 
--- an in-between place where ordinary life is suspended, iden6ty shi4s, and new possibili6es emerge.  Through the experiences of the 
Israelites in exile, we learn that while the Biblical wilderness is a place of danger, tempta6on and chaos, it is also a place for solitude, 

nourishment, and revela6on from God.   
     In today's church we may not be very con:dent in addressing themes such as sorrow, guilt or doubt.  yet, these kinds of thoughts and 

experiences surround all of us every day.  It might be that our jobs, homes or even churches feel like palces of barren exile.  We can 
experience the wilderness of losing a loved one, being :red or ge<ng ill.  Or it might be that our inner worlds are the desert places, as 
we go through periods of feeling dry, doub=ul or depressed.  Michael Card writes this in A Sacred Sorrow, "The wilderness is s6ll the 

place of worship.   But for you and me it is not a ma?er of dunes and dry ground; in fact, it may be decep6vely green.  Our hunger and 
thirst are more spiritual reali6es than  physical ones.  the desola6on we o4en experience involves our yearning for a more palpable 

feeling of the Presence of God.  We need spiritual bread every bit as much as they needed the manna in the wilderness.  Our deep need 
for Living Water is just as intense as any thirst for parched throats ever knew." 

      

Ash Wed

A Secret Journey

Psalm 103
Joel 2:1-2, 12-16
Ma?hew 6:1-6, 16-18

1st Sunday of Lent: 

A Spirit-Led Journey

Dueteronomy 8:1-5, 15-18
Mark 1:9-13 

2nd Sunday of Lent:

A Simple Journey

Psalm 63:1-8
Luke 4:1-13

3rd Sunday of Lent:

A Sorrowful Journey

Exodus 3:1-10
John 11:20-29, 32-26

4th Sunday of Lent:

A Sacrificial Journey
Isaiah 53:1-12
Ma?hew 14:13-14 

5th Sunday of Lent: 

A Truth Speaking Journey

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ma?hew 4:4-11

6th Sunday of Lent (Palm 

Sunday):

 A Surprising Journey

Hebrews 11:32-40
Ma?hew  21:1-11

LILY—The lily that
blooms around Easter is
a symbol of Christ’s
resurrection because it
rises from a seemingly
lifeless bulb decaying in
the ground. It is also

used as a symbol of Christ himself. The lily, a symbol
of purity, is often used to represent the Virgin Mary.
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“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews
11:1). Thank you, Holy Spirit, for
strengthening our faith in God, in goodness,
in life and in love.


