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In This Issue

Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be Rooted in Jesus, to know, grow, and share His love.

Ron Kinsey
Administrative Assistant

As we enter the fall season, it
is the time of year to think about our
commitment through ministry and
serving. On October 10, we will
begin our fall stewardship campaign
with pledge cards being due on
October 31. In his book Enough,
Adam Hamilton (Pastor of
Resurrection Life UMC, Kansas City)
writes “there is a problem that needs
to be addressed. A large part of the
problem is that we live in a time of
excessive materialism. Many people
today are on a treadmill of
consumerism, and that treadmill just
keeps going faster and faster. But the
day will come when either we are
going to break down or the treadmill
is going to break down, because we
cannot continue to go faster and faster
in our passion to consume.”

Adam uses the parable of the
prodigal son as the basis for his
discussion on this. Adam writes “As
the parable begins, Jesus describes the
prodigal son’s habits of squandering
and spending — habits that many of
us emulate today. The
word prodigal does not mean
someone who wanders away or is
lost. The word prodigal literally
means “one who wastes money.” A
prodigal wastes money and is a
spendthrift. Many of us struggle with
that habit as well.”

We know that the son wanted

his inheritance and wanted it now.
Perhaps it was that the son was
interested in instant gratification, that
is interested in living today not
tomorrow or the future. I am sure the
father tried to talk the son out of it.
But the son was more interested in
what he could have in that moment
rather than what tomorrow would
bring.

Adam states “The problem
with that kind of thinking is that, for
most of us, the famine eventually
comes. It comes when we have spent
everything we have and even a little
bit of next year’s income—or perhaps
quite a lot of next year’s income—
and we have nothing left. We’ve
squandered it all. Then the car breaks
down, or there are medical needs, or
the air conditioning or heating system
breaks down, and we find we have no
money to pay for those things because
we’ve already leveraged our future.
So, we use the credit card and charge
it, and we go a little further into debt.
Finally, we come to a place where we
“find ourselves.” We have nothing
left, not even any credit, and we can’t
figure out how we are we going to
make it. We long for the “pods” that
someone else is eating because we
simply can’t make it on our own
anymore.”

Many of us may find
continued on page 4

Do you feel worn out
and rusted - have a talk
with the restorer, GOD!
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By the time you read this our Circle will have met and
we will have some dates on the calendar or plans
made for this fall, into next year (2022). Next month
you will read about activities instead of my random
thoughts ... Today, I've breen thinking of our group
name, especially the Friend part. Although I'm not so
good at Bible quotes, one of my favorite ones is
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10. "Two are better than one, ... If
one fall down his friend can help him up. But pity the
man who falls and has no one to help him up!"
We are here for one another and I thank God for all
my friends here at New Life.
Please feel welcome to come to our next meeting of
Circle of Friends at New Life UMC. It will be Tuesday,
October 26th, at 2pm.
Plans are in motion for our fall craft sale at New
Life, October 8 & 9. Our Circle will provide lunch on
Friday. You may get a a call from Linda or Cindy to
help with this. Also, we will be having a bake sale
table at the craft sale. So get those cook books out
and turn on that oven, now that our temperatures are
cooler and bring on the goodies. Thank you in
advance!
Sue B (989.352.6176)

This Measure Me devotion (below) reminded me
about what our kids are doing during Sunday kids
time. The last 3 weeks we have been learnig a
verse a week and posting it on our bulletin board
in our room. This will help with their spriritual
growth and for all of us (including Missy and Sue).
We shared that everything that we learn from the
Bible stories each week adds to that spiritual
growth. Last Sunday Missy put up a growth chart,
measuring all of our heights. This will show how
tall we are getting by measuring our physical
heights.

Devotion: Measure Me -
Ephesians 4:11-16
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favor with God and man - Luke 2:52
"Can you measure me today?" Caleb, our
paperboy, asked.
It was not the first time he had made that
request. A few years earlier I had mentioned to
him how tall he was getting. So we often
measured his height and marked it on the siding of
our house. He loved having his growth measured.
It's a good idea to measure our spiritual growth
as well. For instance: Do I spend time reading
God's Word and talking with him each day? Do I
look forward to fellowshipping with the Lord? What
"fruit of the Spirit" is apparent in my life? Do I have
a generous and giving spirit? How much better do
I know God today than I did a year ago? These
questions are good indicators of spiritual growth.
A child seems to grow up all of a sudden, but it's
actually a continual process. Just as Jesus grew in
both wisdom and stature, we as believers are to
continue to "grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).
Have you measured yourself lately?
~ Cindy

Thank You
Henderson Settlement of Frakes, KY sent a thank
you letter back to the New Life UMW, for their
donation to them. Hendersen Settlement is one of
UMW's National Mission sites. Their areas of
ministry include a food pantry, prenatal care and
infant development, youth ministries, after-school
and summer programs for school aged children,
devotions, and crafts among many other areas.
Their work camp population in 2020 was almost
non-existent, due to COVID-19 pandemic, and it is
only 20% of 2019's camp population in 2021.
Therefore their income has been dramatically
reduced. 37% of the population in their region
receives less than $25,000 income annually.
Another way that you can help this mission, is
through Amazon.smile. By signing up with this
program, Amazon sends money to non-profits like
Hendersen, every time you order something.
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Anniversaries in October
Carrie & Craig Grassley 10/20
Mike & Tracy Riley 10/22
Paul & Joan Main 10/23
Tami & Mason Selesky 10/24
Art & Louise Shepard 10/29

Birthdays in October
Ron Kinsey 10/01
Doris Nielsen 10/01
Becky Scott 10/03
Allan Bacon 10/05
Maureen Roslanic 10/05
Ella Hough 10/09
Wilma Glass 10/10
Gordon Andersen 10/14
Ray Peterson 10/14
Anita Hahn 10/15
Wayne Watts 10/15
Connie Cornell 10/17
Jim Larsen 10/23
Ron Commans 10/25
Paul Main 10/27
Connie Beach 10/31

Mixed signals
A newcomer approached the pastor after worship and said, “I’d like you to
pray for my hearing.”
Placing hands on the man’s ears, the pastor said a very passionate, earnest
prayer and then asked the visitor, “How’s your hearing now?”

With a confused look, the man said, “Well, it’s scheduled for tomorrow.”

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

3 WORLD COMMUNION 
SUNDAY                                    
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                                     
2p LAMA Walk-UCC                    
4p Knitting

4                                       
5:45p TOPS

5                                    
12p LAMA meeting                                      
5:15p Cardio Drumming

6                               
9:30a TOPS                                           

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                     
6p Why Not Wednesday

7                                 
9a Men's Bible Study                                        
5:15p Cardio Drumming

8                                  
10-4 CRAFT SALE

9                                  
10-4 CRAFT SALE

10 Stewardship 
begins                             
10a Worship                            
11a Sunday School                         
4p Knitting

11                            
5:45p TOPS

12                                                                       
5:15p Cardio Drumming

13                        
9:30a TOPS                                        

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                     
6p Why Not Wednesday

14                                     
9a Men's Bible Study                                    
5:15p Cardio Drumming 

15 16

17                                     
10a Worship                               
11a Sunday School                              
4p Knitting

18                               
5:45p TOPS

19                                        
5:15p Cardio Drumming                                   
6:30p Worship Team

20                              
9:30a TOPS                                      

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                   
6p Why Not Wednesday

21                                       
9a Men's Bible Study                                          
5:15p Cardio Drumming

22 23

24                                     
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                     
4p Knitting

25                              
5:45p TOPS

26                                       
2p Circle of Friends                                   
5:15p Cardio Drumming

27                                
9:30a TOPS                              

1p Prayer & Care Tm                                       
6p Why Not Wednesday

28 29 30

31 REFORMATION 
SUNDAY                                        
HALLOWEEN                                   
Stewardship ends                                    
10a Worship                        
11a Sunday School                     
4p Knitting
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MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR OCTOBER
We have a member of our church who will be receiving a Left ventricular assist device (LVAD) very soon, and will be
in need of a home generator, to sustain his heart function, in case the electricity in his home fails. We would like to
help this person towards the purchase and installation of this generator. They are quite costly, so any help from our

church would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for helping one of our own!
When giving by offering plate or by mail, indicate in the check memo it is for the October Mission of the Month.

Pastor's Ponderings continued from page 1
ourselves on the other side of the coin. We are not abusing our
credit cards. There are no creditors calling and asking for
payments. But Adam suggests “We simply have become
wasteful and extravagant, throwing our money away. We burn
money on things we neither need nor derive value from—almost
recklessly, as if we just need to spend for the sake of spending.”

At the end of Chapter 2 in his book, Adam asks “What is
your life purpose?”. He also asks the question “Do you exist
simply to consume as much as you can and get as much pleasure
as you can while you are here on this earth, or do you have a
higher purpose?” He says the answers to these questions are
very important. Have we thought about our purpose here?

Part of Adam’s book is spent developing a financial plan
for our lives. The first step he suggests is to pay our tithe and
offering to God. This simply says we are to put God first in our
lives. Is God a priority in your life?

I encourage you to stop and think about the priorities in
your life as you discern your commitment to New Life UMC in
2022. If I were to be faithful to God, how might God bless me
and my family in the new year. Please prayerfully consider your
pledge and making a commitment by filling the card out when
you receive it and bring to church on October 31. How can God
(and He will) use New Life UMC to be a beacon of new life to
the world, both locally and abroad. YOU, can make that happen!
We can work together, following the lead of God to be the hands
and feet of Christ in our world today!

A closing thought from Adam Hamilton in his book
“Every dollar we choose to waste is a dollar that could be used
for something more meaningful—something that would have
lasting impact. It could be saved or invested for retirement or
given to help others and support God’s kingdom work. When I
remember this, I realize that being a good steward of what I have
is a matter of great importance.”

All of our gifts are important. For we have been created
to use our gifts for the Glory of God!

In His service,

Pastor Mark

Note: I am looking for 2-3 people who would be willing
to be part of a recorded interview (2-3 minutes) to answer the
questions 1) Why is church important to you? And 2) Why is
giving to the church important? If you would be willing to do
that, please get in touch with me before October 10.

COMING SOON!
This year the CROP Walk will be called the
LAMA Walk, which will take place on Sunday,
October 3rd. Registration will begin at 1:30 p.m. at
the Lakeview United Church of Christ, 115 5th St.,
Lakeview, MI. The Walk will begin at 2:00 sharp
with a group photo taking place. If you are not
able to walk that day, you can choose to walk
another. All donations are tax deductible, and
checks can be made out to: LAMA or Lakeview
Area Ministerial Assoc. This year your giving will
be divided up as follows: 50% will stay within the
community - 25% will go to Samaritan's Purse -
25% will go to Church World Services (CROP).
The walk is to help those in need all over. We are
looking for another Great Day!! Spread the word!
You don't have to be a part of a local Church to
walk. Feel free to share. If you have any
questions, talk to Pastor Mark or, call, text or
email:
Julie Drews
Moderator – Lakeview Area Ministerial
Association
Pastor - Cowden Lake Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ)
Cell: 616-560-6131
Email: juliedrews@hotmail.com



NEW LIFE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FINANCE MEETING
August 17, 2021

The finance meeting was called to order by Myrna Walldorff at 7:00 p.m. The meeting opened with prayer. Members present
were: Ransom and Kelly Leppink, Ann Minkel, Barbara Ray, Bill Besemer, Charlene Kohl, Larry Higdon, Myrna Walldorff, and
Pastor Mark.

Bill reported on the current state of our finances. We are behind monthly and also year-to-date. Larry reported that restricted
designated funds were used to repair the parking lot. This will be paid back to that fund. Kelly reported that some of the
amounts reported on memorials are incorrect. Myrna asked Ransom to have a meeting on the endowment funds and to also
inform the congregation how that fund works.

Barb reported on memorials. Two rose bushes and a tree were planted in memory of Ron Harvey. She will contact Linda Nichols
and Shirley Frandsen to see if they have ideas on how they would like their family’s memorial spent. Marjorie Larsen’s memorial
will be used to update the bathrooms at the parsonage. Larry elaborated on the plans for this. He said they will wait to begin
hoping the prices will come down on materials.

Myrna reported that the computer at the church is sometimes very hard to start up. Charlene has had problems with this. She
asked Pastor Mark and Larry to get together and decide what can be done to rectify this situation.

Currently Ann Minkel, Miranda Reynolds, and Charlene Kohl have the ability sign checks. It was decided to leave this as it is.
Myrna asked how long members thought financial records should be kept. Currently we have them from 2015. Myrna also
discussed the fall pledge campaign. Mark was interested in what had been done in the past.

Myrna reported that her term as financial chairperson will be up at the end of the year. As she has moved, she asked if
someone would finish her term for her and also who might be interested in this position next year. Ransom and Pastor Mark
will take over this quarter.

As there was no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Ray
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Friday, October 8
10am to 4pm

Lunch offered by the UMW from 11am to 2pm

Saturday, October 9
10am to 4pm

Lunch offered by the Men's Group
The Cafe will be open from 10am until gone
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