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Who Do You Work For? 

I could say I work for Falls City Public Schools. They are kind enough to let me 

“hang out” with a group of amazing students on most weekdays AND they pay me for it. 

It’s a great job. I’m challenged daily and rewarded daily. I’m also able to help provide for 

my family and “Give Thee but Thine Own”.  

But who do I really work for?  Just like our friend Missionary Gary, I work for the 

Lord Jesus. It is in His name I go to work each day. I don’t get to talk about Him much at 

school, but I know I do His work with the special learners He has allowed to touch my life 

while supporting my husband’s ministry in our small community. I have to confess that 

some days are pretty difficult. The learning needs of some of my students require extra 

planning and patience.  

In the past few months I have sung the hymn “Forth in Thy Name O Lord, I Go” (LSB 854) twice in two different 

congregations. Here are the words that hit home for me: 

  Thee may I set at my right hand, Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 

  And labor on at Thy command, And offer all my works to Thee.  (v. 3) 

The first time, we sang them, I was very overwhelmed with school starting and LWML Fall Rally season coming. 

Sports and kids’ activities were filling up our evenings and as you well know, laundry and feeding a family just doesn’t 

end when we get busy. “Thee may I set at my right hand.”  As I sang these words, I pictured the pile of “to dos” I have 

on the right side of my desk at school. That week I went to school (moved the pile to the left side of my desk) and 

taped a white piece of paper to the right side of my desk. For the most part it stays clear. That white paper is my 

reminder that I’m working for the Lord. He is with me each bell ring of the day, and I am washed clean (white) by His 

blood. From time to time something does get set on that corner. And then I am reminded to pray for those items too. 

Car keys?  Pray for time I will spend with my family or church family after school. Papers to correct?  Pray for my 

students. My daily calendar? Pray that God would guide how I choose to use my time (and my paycheck) so that it is 

to His glory. 

My prayer for you all is that you would keep the Lord at your right hand. Keep the important things that He 

places in your life in prayer and give Him the things you can’t control or fix. He can take them. And then may we all 

pray, no matter if we are working, retired, or volunteering: 

  For Thee delightfully employ, Whate’er Thy bounteous grace has giv’n. 

  And run my course with even joy, And closely walk with Thee to Heav’n.  (LSB 854 v.5) 

 

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net  
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The Power of the Word! 

One of the primary focuses for the new National LWML Biennium is Nurturing Faith 

in Christ. The explanation of that focus is, “By God’s grace we offer each woman 

opportunities to be in the Word and use her unique gifts in God’s service.” If you were 

able to attend our district retreat in September you heard former District and National 

President Linda Reiser talk about her memories. but also the emphasis during her time of 

getting women into the Word. President Katy has also mentioned several times that we 

need to be getting into the Word ourselves and giving opportunities for the women in our 

congregation to get into the Word.  

Hebrews 4:12 (ESV) says, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart.”  With all the garbage that this world gives and all the lies of this world, we need to feed 

ourselves the truth of God’s Word daily. Whether it is through hearing God’s Word in worship, reading it in our daily 

lives, memorizing Scripture or getting together with other sisters in Christ to meditate and talk about the Word together, 

it is vital that we feed ourselves on that Word. 

It is that Word that gives us God’s promises. It is in that Word that we find truth. It is that Word that points us to 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ who died and rose again to forgive all our sins. May we continue to be people of the 

Word and give opportunities for the ladies in our societies and congregations to be in the Word. 

The Word that changes hearts and minds and lives.  

Rev. Brian Francik 

Senior Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML mystery:  In 1955 the LWML convention was scheduled to be held in New Orleans where segregation was 
practiced. It was discovered that the LWML delegates from “colored” churches would be forbidden to enter the 
convention hall and no other venue was available.  How was this problem solved? 

A) Delegates defied the ordinance. 
B) The black delegates were asked not to attend. 
C) The convention was cancelled. 

(You will find the answer elsewhere in this newsletter.  Found in Wings (Women in God's Service) – copyright 1991 by Marlys Taege, p. 81) 

 

DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
 

February 10, 2018 Trinity, Grand Island BOD Meeting 

April 7, 2018 St. John, Waco EC Meeting 

April 21, 2018 Peace, Columbus Seek and Serve Day 

June 9, 2018 Zion, Hastings BOD Meeting 

September 14, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney BOD Meeting 

September 14-15, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

October 27, 2018 St. Peter, Deshler Transition/EC Meeting 

June 20-23, 2019 Mobile, Alabama National LWML Convention 

September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 

 

The ECHO - New Format! 
 Society members … please send your email address to your society president to be put on the society's distribution list so you 

get your copy of The ECHO in a timely manner! Do you know someone who does not have email but would like to receive The 

ECHO? Post it on your church’s bulletin board or print it for them. We want everyone to have access to the latest Nebraska South 

District LWML news!  Target dates when you can expect The ECHO are December 1, March 1, June 1 and September 1. 
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“Daughters of the King—Sisters in Christ” 

Have you saved the dates? The Nebraska South LWML District Convention will be September 14-15, 2018 at 

the Younes Conference Center in Kearney, where we will celebrate being “Daughters of the King—Sisters in Christ.” 

Our keynote speakers will be Katie Schuermann and Elaine Bickel. Katie Schuermann is the author of the 

Anthem of Zion series about a small-town church choir director and the quirky congregation she serves. Elaine Bickel 

has written curriculum for CPH and Bible studies and articles for the Lutheran Women's Quarterly. She is a frequent 

humorous and inspirational speaker for our District. 

Concordia University-Nebraska President Rev. Brian Friedrich will lead us in Bible study. Other speakers and 

service opportunities are being planned for our growth and to praise our Lord with a few hundred of our LWML District 

friends. Watch for more information and registration forms in the Spring ECHO. 

We need your help! Do you, or someone you know, have a picture in your mind of what our convention 

logo/banner might look like?  Please submit a color design to Media & Marketing Chairman Angela Moore by 

January 15, 2018. See request below for more information! 

Jen Wolff, 2018 Convention Chairman 

308-785-8074 or jlwmdw@sutv.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Request 

The Nominating Committee is searching for nominees for VP of Christian Life, VP of Communications, VP of 

Human Care, Financial Secretary and Nominating Committee. Have you prayerfully considered serving in one of these 

offices, or do you know someone you think would be interested? Your society president has the District Officer 

Nomination Form to complete or you can get the form on the District LWML website www.lwmlnesouth.org. 

The deadline for completing a consent form is December 1, 2017!  If you need more information or have 

questions, please contact one of us. 

The Nominating Committee: 
Pat Moss, plmoss@charter.net (chair) 
Betty Noffke, noffke@hamilton.net 
Marcia Swan, meswan@gpcom.net 

Convention Logo Needed 

The Nebraska South District Convention will 

be held in September 2018, and we are in need of a 

convention logo.  The theme of the convention is: 

"Daughters of the King—Sisters in Christ". 

Please submit a color design to Angela 

Moore, your District's Media and Marketing 

Chairman, on or before Monday, January 15, 

2018. You may send your design by email or 'snail' 

mail to the address below.  The logo will be chosen 

by the Board of Directors at the February 10, 2018 

meeting. 

Angela Moore 

(mailing address:  110 24.5 Rd 

   Shelby, NE  68632) 

angmoore68@hotmail.com 

 

Convention Display 

Input Needed 
It seems like the fall days just flew by and the 

Albuquerque Convention, Fall Retreat, and Fall Rallies 

are now just wonderful memories. 

As we look ahead into 2018, the Nebrasla South 

District Convention “Daughters of the King—Sisters 

in Christ” is now less than a year away. 

To help prepare for this event, please think about 

any Registered Service Organizations of our LCMS that 

you would like to see in the display area at convention.  

Send ideas or suggestions to sherrysue56@gmail.com 

by Thursday, February 1, 2018. 

Joy in Jesus the King of Kings~ 

Sherry Burger 

VP for Servant Resources 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.homestead.com/
mailto:sherrysue56@gmail.com
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Reminder:  Applications for 

District Mission Grant proposals  

for 2018-2020 biennium have  

been given to Zone Presidents.  

The application form is also on 

our District website www.lwmlnesouth.org.  

These forms must be sent to Eileen 

Zentner by December 15, 2017. 

If you have questions, call or email me. 

 Eileen Zentner 

 VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

 402-883-2340 

 jzentner@sentco.net 

 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 

July 1 - September 30, 2017 
 

Memorials In Honor of:  Donor:  Amount 

Doris Maier  Holy Cross LWML, Goehner  $5.00 

Dorothy Goeke Holy Cross LWML, Goehner  $5.00 

Rev. Sherman Iverson Judy M. Strate   $25.00 

Wilhelmina Hinrikus  Christ LWML, Juniata  $20.00 

Vera Katzberg  Christ LWML, Juniata  $20.00 

Ruth Hadenfeldt  Christ LWML, Juniata  $20.00 

Arlo Koch  Our Savior LWML & Ladies Aid, Odell  $5.00 

Melvin Vitosh  Our Savior LWML & Ladies Aid, Odell  $5.00 

Mildred Conkling   Immanuel LWML, Lincoln  $20.00 
 

 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings go to Mission Central for the CLET 

Dormitory Project in Northern Togo, West Africa. 

Prayer Service offerings go to KNGN radio station. 

At District Retreat in September, Eileen 

made a Mission Grant check presentation to 

Mary Haarberg of Mercy Meals. Also pictured 

in second row are (l to r) Yvonne Lunney, 

Linda Potter and President Katy. 

Feed My Lambs 
This biennium, we have two mission grants which feed bodies with food and souls with 

the Gospel message. 

 Our grant to Trinity/HOPE will supply 20,000 meals to the children at the Lutheran 

school in the village of Ducis in Haiti. The average child in Haiti comes from a home where 

voodoo is practiced and has only four or five meals a week at home. The hot lunch enables 

the students to be better nourished, increase their attention span and enhance their ability to 

learn. The children in the Lutheran schools in Haiti are coming to faith in response to the 

Word and are bringing whole families to know Christ. 

Mercy Meals of Southwest Nebraska 

uses volunteers in their facility in Wauneta, NE 

to package meals. The packaged meals consist of dried soy, chicken 

flavoring that is enriched with vitamins and minerals, dried vegetables, 

and rice. Each package contains six servings and provides essential 

nutrients to reverse malnutrition. Each meal costs about 12₵. The meals 

are shipped around the world by Orphan Grain Train. The money we 

give helps supply ingredients, plastic bags and boxes for 72,000 meals. 

At our retreat in September, Mercy Meals gave a presentation and 

we were able to taste some of the food they prepare. A check was 

presented to Mercy Meals for $4,000, which is half of their grant (see 

presentation photo). 

 

 

We have not yet been able to send funds to Trinity/HOPE. 

Most of our other grants have been only partially funded. Part of the 

message on the new mite box is, “As YOU pray and put your 

money in this box, you give more than silver and gold, TOGETHER 

we share the riches of the CHRIST with the nations!” It is our prayer 

that we all will work together to share the riches of Christ as we 

completely fund all of our mission grants. 
 

Eileen Zentner 

VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

 
 
 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.homestead.com/


 Page 5 

(l to r) Jess Bertschinger, 

Laurel Huebner and Financial 

Secretary Vicky Van Velson 

(l to r) Jess Bertschinger, Sophia 

Weitzel, and Financial Secretary 

Vicky Van Velson 

Jan Beck and District 

Treasurer Yvonne Lunney 

  Special Gifts Fund Recipients Approved 

Applications requesting funds from the Special Gifts Funds and approved by the Executive 

Committee at the September Executive Committee meeting are 

the following: 

1) Laurel Huebner (North Platte, NE), Sponsoring 

Organization – Mission Matthew 28. A team will be traveling to a 

Lutheran School in Hong Kong to bring VBS to elementary 

students. Students who go to the Lutheran Schools are not all Christians, but go to the 

schools for the education. By bringing VBS to the students, we are able to see God’s 

work in action. In picture to right, Laurel received her Special Gifts Fund check from 

Financial Secretary Vicky Van Velson. Jess Bertschinger, the leader/organizer of this 

group, was also present at time of check presentation. 

2) Jan Beck (Lincoln, NE). She will be going on 

a short-term mission trip to “Gleanings for the Hungry” 

San Joaquin Valley near Fresno, CA. In January 

volunteers will be blending and mixing dry soup mix 

from dehydrated vegetables and spices to send to 

places in the USA and abroad. In the winter months each year, the volunteers produce 

over 50 million servings of delicious, healthy dried soup mix. At the District Retreat in 

September, District Treasurer Yvonne Lunney presented Jan with her check. 

3) Sofia Weitzel (North Platte, NE), Sponsoring Organization – Mission Matthew 

28. Vacation Bible School in Hong Kong-The Lutheran Schools of Hong Kong host VBS 

in the summer with native English speakers. This is a fantastic opportunity for us to 

witness to elementary students and even teachers. Sofia received her Special  

Gifts Funds check from Financial Secretary Vicky Van Velson. The group's 

leader/organizer, Jess Bertschinger, was also present for this check presentation. 

4) Katy Gifford, Sponsoring Organization – NE South District/NE North 

District. Dual District EC Retreat with LWML Sr. Counselor Rev. Bob Mundahl at 

York. Leadership from both districts will focus on our purpose as Districts, leaders, 

and servants. 

May God richly bless these recipients as they serve on their mission and 

bless those who hear the Word of God.  

Linda Potter 

Special Gifts Fund, Chairperson 

 

 

A Goal Set and Accomplished 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society President Marybeth Sanchez 

of St John, Brule set a goal of 

crocheting 500 hats for  

Orphan Grain Train 

in honor of the Reformation. 

She finished just over 500 in July. 

The yarn was donated by women 

from St. John’s LWML Society. 
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A Word of Thanks 

Dear Sisters in Christ. 

 As VP of Christian Life I cannot describe the joy that God has given to me as I continue 

to serve Him. The title molds my life as I am a Christian and daily I live my Life for Christ. 

Daily I wake up in prayer thanking God for a new day and asking God to guide me in all that I 

do and say. I ask Him to guide and bless the staff and the residents at the Beatrice State 

Developmental Center. I thank Him for the opportunity to share God’s love in what I do so that 

others may see Christ in me. 

I continue thanking God for everything and for guidance for family, friends, LWML 

sisters, those in needs, those hurting and my list goes on. Getting ready for the day I am humming songs of praise to 

God, thanking Him as I have breakfast. Going to work it is a thank you for the beautiful countryside that changes with 

the seasons, each of them being unique. Once at work. it is thank you for bringing me safely to work and then I 

continue on with my day doing the work He has called me to do thanking and praising Him all day long. 

The above is just a brief summary of serving every day. Yet when not at work I am blessed to be able to serve 

God whether it is in my home, in the community, in the world through mites given for missions, my duties as VP of 

Christian Life and serving through the LWML, attending church and worshiping with fellow Christians. The list is 

endless as I serve and praise Him, all the day long.  

Take time to read the LWML pledge written in 1951 by The Rev. Harry Fricke. That sums up how we as 

Lutheran Women not only serve God through LWML, but every minute of our lives. We live our lives for Christ no 

matter where we are and what we are doing in order that we might. “bring the lost and erring into eternal fellowship 

with Him.” 

I now would like to say thank you to the Retreat Committee for the awesome retreat in September. They were 

guided by God Who gave them the strength and guidance to share God’s love with others. The theme "A Life of 

Service Through all Generations" was designed from the Bible verse of Joshua 24:15b “As for me and my house we 

will serve the Lord,” (ESV). 

God has provided 75 beautiful years for the LWML. He wants us to continue in Him as we serve others. God’s 

blessings as you serve God in doing His will that He has called you to do every day, every hour and every minute of 

your Christian Life no matter who you are or what you are doing. God’s Blessings to all, 

Carolyn Nelson 

VP of Christian Life   

 

“A Life of Service Through All Generations” 

Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the LWML 

 
The Nebraska South District LWML Retreat was held September 8-10 at the Hotel Grand in 

Grand Island. We had 179 registrations which included 31 first timers, 12 pastors/presenters & 3 

teens! Our Scripture focus was “As for me & my house, we will serve the Lord,” (Joshua 24:15b). 

Friday began with a time of singing and devotion followed by a choice of beginning the Servant Event or having 

time for relaxed fellowship.  Teens/YWRs/First Timers attended a welcome meeting with District President Katy. 

Saturday was a day filled with songs, study and workshops. Our workshops were presented by groups that have 

received Mission Grants from the Nebraska South District LWML. Retreat participants were able to attend three of the 

following workshops: 

*Women in Missions – Donna Meyer. The focus of this was: “I was a missionary, I am a missionary, you are a 

missionary!” Not only was Donna’s mission work shared, she also shared about current nurse missionary Sarah 

Kanoy, who is serving in Africa. 

*UNL International Student Center – Mark Meyer. This workshop educated attendees about different ways to 

serve the international students and families at the University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln. 
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ECHO Mystery Answer:  Letter C  -
The convention was cancelled. It 
was rescheduled for 1956 as a 
delegate-only convention in Denver. 

(l to r) Pam Binfield, Lisa Paul, Pauline 

Niederklein, Donna Gockley and Kathy Johnson 

*Camp Luther “His Kids” camp – Bruce Wall and Kendra Gardner. This is a very special camp for those who are 

physically and mentally challenged. These “Kids” of all ages learn of God's love while experiencing the camp activities. 

Camp Luther celebrates 50 years of service this year! 

*Orphan Grain Train – Karen Tiedeman. Karen shared about the trips that the OGT has taken over the years and 

their ongoing ministry. She highlighted ways that we all can help with this ministry. 

*Mercy Meals – Mary Haarberg. Mary explained what Mercy Meals was and how they minister to those in need. 

She had a sample packaging station set up so we could see how the meals are packaged, and she had samples for 

attendees to try! 

*Mission Central – Rev. Dr. Brent Smith. This workshop showed examples of the mission work that Mission 

Central supports. Slides and stories were shared about Smith’s time as a missionary in Russia and about his new 

mission: working alongside 'Old Missionary Gary” Thies as a mission development counselor. 

For our lunch time entertainment, Past District Presidents spoke about their time with the LWML. President Katy 

surprised us by singing a personalized introduction about each past president! Those speaking were: Linda Reiser, Jan 

Beck, Karen Christner and Sharon Goertzen. Linda Fees was not able to attend. 

The entertainment did not end there! For our keynote address, we were honored to listen to Past National 

Presidents Linda Reiser and Virginia von Seggern recount their ups/downs and ins/outs over the years that they have 

been a part of the LWML! 

Fellowship and free time we enjoyed by all. Relaxation and re-charge were found in the hospitality room, hot tub 

and in the motel atrium as friends new and old enjoyed being together. 

Sunday we closed the retreat with singing, Bible study and the worship service with Communion. More people 

attended this year than last year so we had to set up more chairs! Our offering, which totaled $2,004.60, was given to 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) to be used for the shipping costs of Mercy Meals. Added to that are the proceeds for shirt 

and center piece sales ($605.60)! 

Our servant event this Retreat was twofold. Participants either made cards or stocking caps (or both!). While I do 

not have the total number of cards made, I do know I dropped off nearly 50 hats! 

Our ingathering was also twofold. We chose to gather items for Camp Luther in Schuyler (two vehicles worth!) 

and for Living Water Mission in York (6 vehicles worth!). Last minute, OGT was added, collecting cleaning kits, quilts, 

and clothing for the victims of Hurricane Harvey. One-fourth of the OGT trailer was filled with goods with just a few 

days’ notice! 

The final 'giving' opportunity was a memorial to Veda Beckman. As many know, Veda was the secretary of this 

Retreat Committee. She unexpectedly passed away in a vehicle accident on August 22, 2016. Veda was so excited for 

this retreat! We wanted to be sure she was kept a part of it. In the main ballroom, a picture was set up with a small 

write up about her life of service. A mite box was also included so people could give mites and help continue Veda's 

legacy of service into a new generation of the LWML. I am happy to announce $115.23 was given toward the Nebraska 

South District LWML Mission Goal in Veda's memory. 

What a fun, uplifting joy Rehema was to everyone! Thank you for agreeing last minute to be our song leader! 

I want to take a moment to thank our Pastoral Counselors Pastor 

Francik and Pastor Ratcliffe for serving us with their advice, counsel and 

service as they helped us plan, provided devotions, a Bible study and the 

worship service. 

I also want to thank my fellow committee members (pictured right) 

and all of the extra helping hands that were involved in the two years it 

takes to plan a retreat. While I have heard a lot of “Great Job!” and 

“Thank yous” directed at me, this is not a one-person task. So, thank you 

all, whether you were out front or behind the scenes. Know that I have 

prayed for you and appreciate all you did.  

Finally thank you to the zones for putting together the display boards. They turned out great! While each one 

was different, they all showed how we have lived a “Life of Service Through All Generations” over the past 75 years. 

We are all unique in the gifts that God has given us to use in a common goal: spreading His love and saving grace 

across the nations! I am glad to be your sister in Christ! 

Lisa Paul 

2017 LWML Retreat Committee Chairman 
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Retreat from a Teen’s Perspective 

My time at retreat was actually really fun. I was able to do all sorts of things while I was there. A few of the things 

I enjoyed were participating in the workshops and seeing the display tables set up. 

I attended two of the workshops available. The first one I went to was Mercy Meals. This was about an 

organization that puts together nutritious meals for people in disaster areas. They have sent meals to Haiti and even 

parts of Africa to help feed these starving people. One bag costs just 30 cents and feeds six people. The second 

workshop I went to was about Camp Luther’s summer camp called “His Kids.” This is a summer camp where disabled 

people - adults and kids alike - can just be themselves. They get to do most of the activities that other kids do at the 

regular camps. Many of these people feel so at home at Camp Luther that they come annually. 

Another thing I liked about retreat was the teen and YWR time. This was where the teens and YWRs went to a 

separate room and played games, ate snacks, and just hung out. It was nice to get away from all the commotion. The 

last thing I want to talk about is the connection between all the people who were there. I'm sure that I'm not the only 

one who enjoyed the fellowship that was easily observed. I would definitely encourage LWML members to bring their 

daughters and granddaughters to the next retreat. I know you'll have a good time, just like I did! 

Kailyn Paul 

 

Pictures from Retreat 

Past District Presidents (l to r) Linda Reiser, 
Jan Beck, Karen Christner and Sharon 
Goertzen with President Katy Gifford 

Bruce Wall and Kendra 
Gardner, Workshop 

presenters Sherry Burger, President Katy  
and Lisa Paul 

Karen Tiedeman, 
Workshop presenter 

and helper 

Making hats 

Donna Meyer, 
Workshop 
presenter 

Mary Haarberg (right), 
Workshop presenter 

and helper 

Rehema Kavugha, 
Song Leader 

Rev. Brent Smith, 
Workshop presenter 

Mark Meyer,  
Workshop presenter 
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Highlights of District Fall Rallies 
 

The Beatrice Zone Fall Rally was held at Zion, Harbine on October 21 with 35 members, 2 guests & 2 pastors 

present. Angie Frerking, a teacher from Lincoln, spoke of her mission trip to Zimbabwe Africa. Our servant event was 

making bed mats for the homeless from plastic bags. District Christian Life Chair Carolyn Nelson gave the district 

report and Lisa Paul, our zone delegate to National convention, gave a report on her trip. We closed with a salad 

luncheon and fellowship. 

 

The Deshler Zone Fall Rally was held at St Peter, Davenport on Sunday, October 22. The 40 persons in attendance 

enjoyed a presentation given by Linda Fees, Donna Meyer and Julie Folkerts, who shared pictures and stories of their 

recent trip to Russia. The afternoon also included devotions by Pastor Francik and a report of the Albuquerque 

Convention by delegate, Carolyn Meyer. The district report was presented by VP of Communications Kathy Anderson. 

The monetary ingathering was for Orphan Grain Train-Russian orphanages. The Christian Life Committee had closing 

devotions and the closing prayer was offered by St. Peter's Vicar Schaffer. 

 

The Falls City Zone rally was held October 14 at Christ, Nebraska City under the theme “A Life of Service Through All 

Generations” (Joshua 24:15b). Pastor Cotton led a short devotion and Pastor Llewellyn invited everyone to the 2018 

Fall Rally to be held at Zion, Pawnee City. Love Offerings were gathered to be donated to the Food Bank in Nebraska 

City. Donna Meyer spoke on her experience with Islam, “Islam as I Saw It.” District President Katy Gifford gave the 

district report noting future events, deadlines and activities. Diana Wohlers, zone delegate, showed a video about the 

2017 National Convention, as did Young Woman Representative, Stephanie Simpson. The day’s offering went to 

Mission Central. Attendance showed 34 members and 4 pastors. The Spring Workshop will be April 7, 2018 at Trinity, 

Auburn. A prayer was offered and lunch was served by the members of Christ, Nebraska City. 

 

The Grand Island Zone Fall Rally held at Trinity, Grand Island on October 21 and Sarah Kanoy spoke of her 

experiences in Niarobi, Kenya, to the 47 in attendance. Instead of collecting Gifts from the Heart, an offering was taken 

for Sarah's work. The group was delighted to have President Katy Gifford as the district rep. A business meeting was 

conducted by Zone President Marilyn Bader. 

 

Peace, Hastings was the host for Hastings Zone Fall Rally held on September 24. The theme was “75 Years of 

Serving the Lord with Gladness” based on Psalm 100:2. The zone honored ladies with corsages (made by Sue Fintel) 

who have been LWML members from 30-63 years, and two daughters were honored with corsages as the youngest 

members present. Pastor Mackay led the group in opening devotion based on Kings 17:8-16 and singing of a hymn. 

Zone President Linda Potter led the group in some trivia questions based on the long history of the LWML. District 

representative, Vice President of Human Care Janet Drake, gave the District report on the tremendous number of 

items gathered for ingathering at Retreat. The Joint District North and South workshop will be held in Columbus 

instead of Grand Island in April, 2018. There were 38 members and four pastors present. Pastor Landsmann gave the 

closing devotion, 

 

and several more pictures from Retreat: 
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The Holdrege Zone Fall Rally was hosted by St. John’s LWML, Wilcox on Sunday, October 22. Our theme for the day 

was “Peace that Passes All Understanding.” Pastor Michael Wolff of Elwood was installed as Zone Counselor to finish 

the term of Pastor Hinrichs, who had accepted a call to Illinois. Following installation he led Bible study on the verse for 

the day, John 16:33. Our guest speaker from S.A.F.E. Center in Kearney informed us of the work they are doing to 

help victims of domestic violence and received our ingathering of personal care items. After reports from District 

President Katy Gifford and our Zone convention delegate, Ruth Christensen, elections were held and then we enjoyed 

visiting over supper. 

 

Kearney Zone Rally was held at Faith, Hazard on October 21 with the theme “Light and Peace in Christ” from Luke 

1:78. Guest speaker was medical missionary, Sarah Kanoy, who shared amazing stories about her service in East 

Africa. She just completed work in Uganda and is now headed to Kenya after the first of the year. The missionary 

offering collected was for Sarah. President Katy Gifford was our district representative. Zone Delegate Kay Anderson 

gave her report of national convention. Pastoral Counselor Kuefner showed a PowerPoint created by YWRs Megan 

Outhet and Stephanie Simpson, as their convention report. A generous ingathering of food items with Thanksgiving 

meals in mind was collected for the Sherman County Food Pantry. More than 50 LWML ladies and two pastors were in 

attendance.  

 

The Lincoln Zone Fall Rally was held on October 8 at LFS/Health 360 in Lincoln. The host society was Faith of Our 

Fathers Mission Circle in Roca and the rally theme was “Love One Another” based on I John 4:7. Joel Stoltenow, 

Development Officer for Lutheran Family Services was the guest speaker. District President Katy Gifford gave the 

district report. Rally was attended by 49 people. As a mission service project, money was collected to provide $5.00 

pharmacy vouchers for clients of LFS/Health 360 who cannot afford their medications. Elections were held and 

following the rally, Joel Stoltenow lead tours of LFS/Health 360 for those who were interested and able to stay. 

 

The McCook Zone Fall Rally was held September 30 at Peace, McCook. The theme was “The Great Commission” 

based on Matthew 28:18-19. Opening devotion was a Bible study of Matthew 28:18-19 led by Pastor David Kahle. Our 

guest speaker was Doreen Mohr, who shared pictures and told of her mission trip experience to Russia and the 

Baltics, which was sponsored by Orphan Grain Train. Financial Secretary Vicky Van Velson extended greetings from 

the District and shared a PowerPoint presentation from President Katy. There was a monetary ingathering for KNGN 

radio station. Our human care project was tying quilts with one quilt completed and three others were near completion. 

The quilts will be used for local community need. Pastor Hildebrand gave the closing devotions. 

 

The Ogallala Zone Fall Rally was held on Saturday, October 21, at St. John, Brule. The rally theme was "Jesus Christ 

Above All" based on Philippians 2:9. Our guest speaker was Rev. Ben Francisco speaking on "Luther's Letters to 

Katie." Denise Hummel, Nebraska South District Recording Secretary, was our District Representative. Registration 

included 25 members, nine guests, four pastors and two children. 

 

Celebrating 75 Years of the LWML!  On September 24, St Paul Ladies Aid/LWML, Malcolm hosted the Seward Zone 

Fall Rally with “Jesus, Our All in All” as the theme. The day’s Bible text was 1 Corinthians 1:30 and our mission 

statement was “That we may know God more deeply through Jesus as our Savior.” Linda Reiser was our special 

speaker. Her presentation was on her World Relief trip to Africa where they helped teach farmers how to use irrigation 

for their crops. World Relief is special and dear to Linda; what makes World Relief successful is that they invest in the 

project and find the people and resources that are needed to make the project a success and help change peoples' 

lives for the better while sharing the Word. A memory table was set up with pictures and other LWML memorabilia of 

the past. Ingathering went to St. John, Seward’s food pantry. St. Paul Ladies Aid/LWML made our 75
th
 Anniversary of 

the LWML a lovely celebration with special favors, cake and punch. 

 

The York Zone Fall Rally was held at St. John, Cordova on October 8 under the theme: “God: Our Help and Hope” 

based on Psalm 146:5-9. Our rally guest speaker was Rev. Wayne Oblender, who had served as a missionary to 

Russia. The day’s offering went to Rev. Oblender who will send it to a church in Russia. 
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Prayerfully consider being a 2018 

Convention nominee for VP of Christian 

Life, VP of Communications, VP of 

Human Care, Financial Secretary and 

Nominating Committee. Completed 

consent form due December 1, 2017. 

See page 3 for more details 

 

2016-2018 Mission Grants 

"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

 

 Amount PAID 

Shipments to Baltics-OGT  10,000 5,000 

Scholarships  30,000 10,000 

Mission Central  10,000     5,000 

At Ease-Veterans, Military  10,000    5,000 

Comfort Dog Satellite Training  5,000  

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti  5,000  

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska  8,000 4,000 

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool  5,600 5,600 

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000 5,000 

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine  7,500  

NE District Elementary & 

     Secondary Tuition Assistance  1,900  

YWR- Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach  2,000 2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000 $41,600 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for next ECHO . . . February 1, 2018 

Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439 

Email:  echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org 

Mission Project Proposals for 2018-2020 are 

due December 15, 2017 

Send to:  Eileen Zentner, VP Gospel Outreach 

71565 - 648 Ave, Shubert NE  68437 

Email:  jzentner@sentco.net 

(402) 883-2340 

 

Forms are available from your Zone President or at 

District Web site www.lwmlnesouth.org 

Remember  the  Reason  for  the  Season! 

2018 District Convention logo design needed on or before Monday, 

January 15, 2018. See page 3 for more details, 

Send convention display 

suggestions or ideas to 

Sherry Burger by Thursday, 

February 1, 2018. See page 

3 for more details. 
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