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New Format for The ECHO!
Because of more stringent postal regulations and rising costs, the Executive Committee voted in 

April to stop printing and mailing The ECHO after the edition that you are reading now. Societies 
will be responsible for printing The ECHO for their members who do not have e-mail or who cannot 
access it online.

“This was truly a difficult decision to make,” Cassandra Tomsen, Echo Distributor said. “It was an 
honor for me to do this service, but after exhausting numerous possible solutions, there just didn’t 

seem like a fit that made us good stewards of God’s mites and service while still printing and distributing this newsletter from one 
central location.” 

For the past three years, Cassandra has mailed The ECHO for us. She drove from her home in Minden to Morris Press in Kearney 
to pick up the boxes of Echoes, printed 112 address labels, counted out the required number of Echoes for each society, labeled and 
banded the bundle for mailing, filled out the postal forms, and took the sorted bundles to the post office to mail them.

When she took the Spring issue of The ECHO to the post office, the postal worker informed her they would no longer accept the 
bundles unless each copy of The ECHO had an address on it. Cassandra said, “When the post office told me that each piece of mail 
needed a correct address on it, my heart sank, but now I realize this is God telling us it is time to do things just a little differently. 
Please support our District’s leaders as they guide us through this transition!”  Before making this decision, the following options 
were discussed:

• Print 2370 labels—one for each copy that is sent;
• Use boxes and envelopes to mail The ECHO and lose the bulk-mailing discount, increasing the cost from $75 per mailing 

to an estimated $645;
• Buy a rubber stamp for each of the 112 addresses and stamp the address on each copy at a one-time cost of $782.88 and a 

great increase in the labor involved;
• Publish The ECHO online and ask each society to print it for their members who are unable to access it in another way.

Rising costs of printing and mailing materials have been instrumental in forcing many districts to discontinue printing their 
newsletters. The cost to have Morris Press set up and print The ECHO varies from $1,000-1,200 each quarter. Each society has been 
encouraged to pay $7 per member for copies of the Quarterly and The ECHO. Many societies have not done this. Plus the current 
cost for a one-year subscription for the Quarterly is $6.50.

According to Treasurer Yvonne Lunney in the last three quarters (7/1/16 to 3/31/17), $4,378.00 was received from societies and 
$13,307.43 was paid out -- $9,720.08 for the Quarterlies and $3,587.35 for The ECHO. The amount the district pays to meet 
these expenses comes from mites! For both publications it has been over $3,000 per quarter (or $12,000 each year!) more than what 
societies have contributed. 

Since Editor Linda Hammer has had experience in publishing, she will set up The ECHO and the costs to Morris Press will be 
eliminated. That will give our District almost $5,000 more each year to use for missions. Other advantages are using colored pictures 
and eliminating the time lag needed for printing and mailing.

District President Katy Gifford said, “In our district The ECHO is our connecting point. It will continue to do that job; just the 
means of printing will change. What a great opportunity for us to move forward and use the financial gifts the Lord has given us with 
good stewardship. It is my hope that we will be able to get the news of our district into even more hands of the LCMS women in 
Nebraska South District than we have in the past.”

If you are technologically savvy, please look around you for those who are not and be the person from your society to make sure 
they get a printed copy of The ECHO. 

Publication Staff on behalf of Executive Committee
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2016-2018 Mission Grants
“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.”

 Amount PAID

Shipments to Baltics-OGT 10,000 5,000

Scholarships 30,000  10,000

Mission Central 10,000  5,000

At Ease-Veterans, Military 10,000  5,000

Comfort Dog Satellite Training 5,000  

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti 5,000 

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska 8,000   

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool 5,600    

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000  5,000 

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine 7,500   

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance 1,900  

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach 2,000  2,000

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000      $32,000
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Thy Strong Word
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

Bright with thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And 

our lives our hope confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to Thee who 

light dost send!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 
without end!  (LSB 578)

Thy Strong Word. This past winter I 
started reading through the Bible. I read 

a few chapters each morning and journal about what I read. There 
are days when I can’t wait to hear what happens next and there are 
days when I want to simply yell at the kings of Judah and Israel for 
not doing right in the eyes of the Lord. I also find that the days I 
read about the faith of God’s servants I can see that I am a servant of 
the Lord. And the days that I read about the sin that God’s people 
commit, I am convicted of sin as well. 

Thy Strong Word. It does not change. God’s Word remains 
and our Lord with it, unchanged. We have changes all around us. 
Technology changes our lives on almost a yearly basis in some form 
or another. Some changes we like, some not so much. But we can rely 
on our Lord to love us unconditionally, each and every day of our 
lives. 

Thy Strong Word. It points out my sin and reminds me of my 
need for a Savior. And then it “bespeaks me righteous” and tells of 
God’s great love for all of us. I encourage you to be reading “Thy 
Strong Word” daily. Encourage the women in your church to do the 
same. Share a favorite Bible verse from your reading on Facebook 
or include it in an emailed or “snail-mailed” note to a friend. Let’s 
surround each other and those we love with…Thy Strong Word. 
Alleluia without end.

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net
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Hope For 
The Hurting 

I pray that all of you had a 
wonderful Easter celebration. 
The Easter celebration 
indeed is about the victorious 
resurrection of Jesus and the 
victory that we have in Him. 
But Easter is also about the 
hope that we have.

Right now, I think of a friend who is in the midst of a 
painful divorce, another friend who had to take her teenage 
daughter to the ER for serious health issues, a mom who is 
struggling with her son who is out of control, and the list 
goes on. In Paul’s great chapter about the resurrection in 
1 Corinthians 15:17-20, he writes this, And if Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 
all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep 
(NKJV).

There is hope, not only for this life, but also for the life to 
come. There are many women you know who are hurting. 
These are women in your congregations, communities, 
families, (maybe even you are hurting right now), who 
are dealing with all kinds of hurts and struggles. Easter is 
about hope! It is about healing and victory that Jesus won 
over sin, death and the devil and has given to you and me. 
I pray that we would continue to bring the message of 
hope found in Jesus to all people who are hurting. 

Rev. Brian Francik
Senior Counselor

LWML Surpasses Mission 
Goal for 2015–2017 Biennium  

The (national) LWML announced the 2015–2017 Mission Goal of $2 

million was met and surpassed! The final count for the 2015-2017 Mission 
Goal is $2,097,904.23. The mission goal was surpassed by nearly $100,000. 
We give thanks to God for all the mite offerings received which allowed 
mission grants to be funded and Gospel outreach completed. The overage 
of $97,904.23 will be used for the 2017-2019 Mission Goal.

President Patti Ross shared, “Praise and thanksgiving to God! Through 
Mite Box offerings and generous responses to our Lord’s blessings, LWML 
will be able to fund all 19 grants chosen by the Des Moines Convention 
in 2015. In humble adoration and with praise to our faithful God, we 
dedicate these dollars to Him for the work of missionaries and ministries 
around the world who work to spread the saving message of Christ’s love 
and forgiveness.”

Speaker List Update
When I think of our local LWML societies in our Nebraska 

South District, this passage comes to mind, “I give thanks to 
my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Cor. 1:4) (NKJV) The Lord is 
glorified through the mites, witnessing, service, and sharing in 
each one of our societies.

In this new year, we look to the next biennium with new 
mission projects, new leaders, and a new mite goal. In the 
upcoming months, I plan to update our speaker’s list too! If you 
have suggestions or input, please contact me at sherrysue56@
gmail.com. I look forward to making new friendships and 
rekindling old acquaintances, as we continue the Lord’s work 
through the LWML.

Sherry Burger
VP of Servant Resources

A Life of Service Through All Generations 

LWML NE South District Retreat – September 8-10, 2017 
Hotel Grand - -Grand Island, Nebraska 
 
Registration Form deadline is August 25, 2017, no refunds after this date. 
 
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (        )____________________ e-mail________________________________ 
 
Society__________________________Church_______________________________ 
 
Keynote Speakers:  Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser 
 
The following “Serving God” workshops will be available on Saturday – choose three of the six sessions.  We 
will try our best to honor your top three choices.  #4 will be an alternate choice. 
 

My choice of sessions in order: 
 
1._____________________     2. _____________________  
 
3. _____________________    4.______________________  
   
Donna Meyer:  Women in Missions 
 

Mark Meyer:  UNL-Lutheran Student Center, International Students 
 

Camp Luther:  Bruce Wall – “His Kids” program 
 

Orphan Grain Train:  Pastor Reehl and Karen Tiedeman 
 

Mercy Meals:  Mary Haarberg 
      

Mission Central: Rev. Brent Smith 
 

Prices listed below are per person.  Please check: 
 
______Regular Retreat Registration - $75                
 
______First Timers Registration - $65     
              (Those attending retreat for the first time) 
 

Send completed registration forms and check payable to: 
  LWML Retreat 
  Kathy Johnson 
  1908 North Y Road 
             Hampton, NE  68843 
 
Questions about this form?  Please contact Kathy Johnson at 402-725-3312 or gkjohnson@hamilton.net. 

I am a: 

_____First Time Attendee 

_____I would be willing to serve 
on the 2019 Retreat Committee 
 
_____Teen LWML   Age_____ 
 
_____Special Dietary Needs 
 
_____Special Needs 
 
Other______________________
_ 
 

The Registration Fee includes all retreat expenses: speaker 
fees, materials/supplies, and two meals on Saturday.  It 
does not include your housing.  If staying at the hotel there 
is free breakfast on Saturday and Sunday morning at the 
hotel.  Please carefully read the additional retreat 
information in this issue of The ECHO!  

Please check which meals you will be attending: 

_______Saturday Noon 

_______Saturday Evening 
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Did You Miss the Pajama Party?
What a productive and enjoyable day! On Saturday, April 22, approximately 100 

women from the Nebraska North and South Districts met at Peace, Grand Island, for a 
joint-district day of service. Together we packed 582 snack bags; donated 260 hygiene 
kits, plus six boxes of miscellaneous hygiene supplies; sewed 600 developmental hearts 
and started another 87 hearts; sewed and paired 233 pajama pant sets; started another 
194 sets of pajamas – which ladies agreed to complete for LFS or Bright Horizon’s use; 
and donated an additional 154 t-shirts!

Another joint-effort event is planned for 2018.  Save the date…April 21!!  More 
details to follow as plans are finalized.

District LWML Calendar
June 10, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. John, Seward - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017 ..........................................................................Albuquerque, New Mexico - National LWML Convention
September 8. 2017 ............................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 ..................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat
February 10, 2018 ..................................................................................................................................TBA - BOD Meeting
April 7, 2018 ................................................................................................................. St. John, Waco - EC Board Meeting
April 21, 2018 ................................................................................................TBA - NE North & South Joint Service Activity
June 9, 2018 ......................................................................................................................... Zion, Hastings - BOD Meeting
September 1, 2018 ............................................................................ Younes Convention Center, Kearney - BOD Meeting
September 14-15, 2018 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
October 27, 2018 .....................................................................................................................TBA - Transition/EC Meeting
June 20-23, 2019 .........................................................................................Mobile, Alabama - National LWML Convention
September 18-19, 2020 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 24-27, 2021 ................................................................................... Lexington, Kentucky - National LWML Convention

Special Gifts Fund Helps Fund Mission Trips
These three request applications were approved at the April Executive Committee meeting:
1. Doreen Mohr for a trip to Russia/Baltics with Orphan Grain Train. This will be her first trip.
2. Linda Fees for a trip to Russia/Baltics with Orphan Grain Train. Funds will be used to purchase underwear, fruit, other food, toys, and 

personal items for the orphanages, prisons, and hospitals.
3. Julie Johnston Hermann for a trip to Amatitlan, Guatemala. Concordia University began an outreach partnership through the guidance of 

CALMS; participants will share the Gospel message through stories, songs, and craft activities in rural areas.

Linda Potter
Special Gifts Fund, Chair

Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML, Walton enjoyed making pajama 
bottoms and matched with T-shirts ahead of the April 22 
event. (from l to r) Deborah Rocker, Mary Lou Retzlaff, 
Doris Heineke, Mary Jo Colbert, Margaret Broening and 
Shirley Holtzen

Bible study leaders Elaine Nelson and Jessica Feldman

Kitchen help (l to r) Denise Hummel, Linda Reiser and 
Brenda Dankert

The 2017 NE South District Retreat will be held at 
the Hotel Grand in Grand Island, September 8-10, 
2017. The charge for rooms will be $92.00/night. 

Call 308-384-1330 to make your own reservations. 
Please mention the Retreat to get this price 

when you make your reservation. 

Servant Event - Make Yarn Hats/Caps Using a Special Loom:  Items to 
Bring: Kitty Knitter Round Loom Set or Classic Knit Hat Loom in large 
and small kits. These are available at Walmart or Hobby Lobby. If you are 
bringing a used loom, include the hook and needles. Yarn and instructions 
will be provided.

The Ingathering will go to:
1. Living Waters Rescue and Mission Organization (in York)

Items needed are clean and in good condition fall and winter clothing 
for newborns to the elderly, bedding, towels, NEW underwear and 
any type of Christian reading material and Bibles.

2. Camp Luther (in Schuyler)

Items needed are Clorox/Lysol cleaning wipes, single-ply toilet 
paper, cleaning gloves, stamps, colored pencils, travel-sized toiletries 
(soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant), board games 
and puzzles (less than 500 pieces), water/sand toys, and gift cards 
(Menards, Wal-Mart, Hy-Vee, SuperSaver, Didiers Grocery, Nebraska 
fuel stations).

Sunday Offering: Will go to Orphan Grain Train and Mercy Meals for 
shipping expenses.

Keynote Speakers:  Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser
Both Virginia and Linda had the honor of serving back-to-back terms 
as national LWML presidents and they will share the stage on Saturday 
evening, telling of their experiences, memories, and joys while serving 
as president. 

Retreat T-Shirt:  The Fall Retreat theme is featured on the new T-shirt, 
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the LWML. Go to District website: 
http://lwmlnesouth.homestead.com to see the various designs available, 
costs and the order form. August 1 is the deadline to order a shirt for 
the September Retreat. Orders will be distributed at Retreat in Grand 
Island. No shirts will be available for purchase at the Retreat.

“Serving God” Workshop information:
Donna Meyer ~ Women in Missions

    ‘I was a missionary, I am a missionary, you are a missionary!” Donna 
Meyer was a GEO (Globally Engaged in Outreach) for the LCMS 
Office of International Missions from 2004-2014.  She was privileged 
to go to Guinea West Africa; to Banda Aceh, Indonesia; and to Papua 
New Guinea. Today, as a volunteer speaker for Mission Central, Donna 
loves to share from her experiences in Muslim and Christian foreign 
cultures to encourage each listener to be Jesus to all with whom they 
interact, wherever in the world God has planted or called them.  The 
adventure begins when each steps out in faith and obeys His voice!

Mark Meyer ~ UNL - Director of International Student Ministries

    Get acquainted with the International Student Ministries program 
at UNL and what it involves. Learn about the programs available to 
International students and their families who attend the university. 
Also, learn about ways that UNL volunteers and community members 
can serve to help with programming, as well as learn about the ministries 
available at the University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln.

Bruce Wall ~ Camp Luther

    Located just east of Columbus, Camp Luther provides Christ-
centered experiences for all ages and is celebrating 50 years of service! 
Learn about the programs available at the Camp, especially “His Kids” 
camps that have received special funding through LWML Mites. Get 
excited about the possibilities offered at Camp Luther, and hear about 
updates and future plans at Camp Luther.

Karen Tiedeman ~ Orphan Grain Train

    Karen will share about trips that the Orphan Grain Train has taken 
over the years and their work with this ongoing ministry – specifically, 
about Russia and the Baltics, the children and the orphanages, hospitals 
and prisons, and how the mission works. What avenue could YOU be 
of assistance?  Many mites and ingathering donations from the LWML 
have poured in to help OGT help those in need throughout the world.  

Mary Haarberg ~ Mercy Meals

    Mercy Meals of Southwest Nebraska is a non-profit organization 
that allows volunteers to package nourishing food that will be delivered 
by Orphan Grain Train to children in need throughout the world 
who suffer from hunger and malnutrition. All donations are used 
for purchasing food product to package the meals. The organization 
is based in Wauneta and started in September 2010. Through this 
program we hope to instill a sense of self-empowerment, civic duty, 
world awareness, kindness toward our fellow men and women, and 
appreciation for the blessings in our children’s daily lives, by giving their 
time and by donating their talents. We look forward to sharing how 
God has blessed us with this mission project.

Rev. Brent Smith ~ Mission Central

   Rev. Smith will speak about Mission Central and the work they do, 
and how we can be involved. The Committee expects he will touch on 
his own time as a missionary in Russia.  NOTE:  Rev. Smith will only 
be presenting for the first two sessions, as he has to travel to another 
engagement. We will try our best to get everyone who signs up in to 
hear him speak.

Retreat 
Information

Friday, Sept. 8, 5:30 p.m.
Devotion & Prayer Service
Servant Project/craft
Ice Breaker Games
Fellowship 
Songs & Closing Devotion 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study
Workshops
Past President’s Luncheon
Servant Project/craft
Free Time
Private Prayer Time
Evening Banquet & 
75th Celebration  

Sunday, Sept. 10, - 8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Songs & Devotion
Worship with Communion
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Mission Grants Update
God is good! We have paid $20,000 of mites to four of our mission grants. We sent partial payments 

of $5,000 each to Orphan Grain Train, Mission Central, At Ease-Veterans, and His Kids Camp.
OGT is preparing a shipment to the Baltics in the near future.
Missionary Gary Thies writes, “There are missionary families desperate for help. Mission Central 

will be sending funds to the most needy families to get them into the field and get them to people in 
darkness who don’t know about their dear Savior Jesus.”

Lutheran Family Service’s At Ease Program has a new manager, Cliff McEvoy. LFS says that, “Cliff 
is a veteran and highly involved in the Omaha-area community.”  The presentation of the check was 
made to Joel Stoltenow, who works for LFS in Lincoln, on April 22 at the PPP in Grand Island.

Camp Luther offers retreats and camps for youth and for campers with special needs and will be 
using our grant to help with the cost of these events. There is also a need for adult and high school 
volunteers to be buddies for campers. Applications are available on the Camp Luther website: www.
campluther.org as well as dates and more details on camps available. The presentation of the check was 
at the Seward Zone Spring Workshop on April 29.

The Executive Committee discussed having LWML members personally deliver grant checks to 
recipients. If one of the grants is in your community or zone or if you have another connection and 
would like to volunteer to deliver a mission grant, please contact Eileen Zentner or President Katy 
Gifford.

Eileen Zentner
VP Gospel Outreach
402-883-2340 or jzentner@sentco.net

The twelve zones of Nebraska South District held their Spring 
Workshops in March and April. These workshops were enjoyed by 
our LWML sisters, counselors and guests. Here’s a recap of the events!

Holdrege Zone: Spring Workshop was Sunday afternoon, March 
12, at Trinity, Arapahoe, with 42 members present. Gathered under 
the theme “One in Christ,” we heard a presentation by Mark Meyer 
about International Student Ministry at the University Lutheran 
Chapel-Lincoln. The ingathering of baby items received went to the 
student families he and his wife work with.  

Sheri Leising, Zone Christian Life

York Zone:  Spring Workshop was Sunday, March 12, at St. John, 
Waco. Our theme was “Who Shall Separate Us from the Love of 
Christ?” based on Romans 8:35. Pastor Matt Mau, St. John’s pastor 
and York Zone Counselor, served as leader. There were 36 members 
and two pastors attending. The ingathering was items for Orphan 
Grain Train (with offering also going to OGT). 

Sue Hoffschneider, Zone Secretary

Deshler Zone:  Our Spring Workshop was March 18 at Centennial, 
Superior, with 20 in attendance. Theme for day was “Mission: 
Compassion” and those attending toured HOPE Crisis Pregnancy 
Center in Superior. Cheryl Walsh and Joyce Kroll, Christian Life 
Committee, served as program leaders; and Pastor Brian Francik was 
Bible Study leader. Our ingathering of cash donations went to HOPE 
Pregnancy Center. 

Anita Harms, Zone President

Grand Island Zone: “Seasons of Life Under Heaven in God’s 
Time” (Eccl. 3:1-8) was the theme for the Spring Workshop held at 
Peace, Grand Island, on March 25 and 48 people attended. Rev. James 
Fandrey led the Bible study. The ingathering resulted in 526 items for 
Central Nebraska Community Action Partnership.  

Marilyn Bader, Zone President

Falls City Zone:  St. Paul, Weeping Water, hosted the Spring 
Workshop on April 1. The themes for the Bible studies were “Joy” and 
“All Things Through Christ.” There were 34 ladies and two pastors 
present. Lunch was served by the ladies of St. Paul. Zone President 
Connie Roland called a short meeting. The Fall Rally is scheduled for 
Oct. 14, 2017 at Christ, Nebraska City. Many ingathering gifts were 
received with some going to Haiti and some going to the Food Pantry 
in Weeping Water.  

Ellen Koehler, Zone Secretary

Kearney Zone: On Saturday, April 8, the Zone Workshop was held 
at Bethlehem, Ravenna. The theme was “Bread of Life” and Bible 
Study was led by Pastor Rob Kuefner, Zone Counselor. There were 40 
in attendance and the offering was divided half to local Food Pantry 
and half to District Mites.  

Ann Bosshamer, Zone President

Lincoln Zone: Our Workshop was Saturday, April 8, at Faith, 
Lincoln, under the theme “The Gift of Service,” based on I Peter 
4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve on another…” Bible 
Study was led by Pastoral Counselor Rev. Clint K Poppe on our theme 
verse. Under the leadership of the Zone Human Care Committee 
Kathy Comstock, Nila Koeneke and Mary Colbert, the group made 
Developmental Hearts and LWML bookmarks. The workshop 
offering was $203.00 and designated for mites. Closing devotion was 
led by Heidi Crawford, Zone Christian Life Committee Chairman. 
There were 55 ladies in attendance plus Pastor Poppe. 

Ruth Probasco, Zone Secretary

McCook Zone: The workshop was held at St. Paul, Wauneta, on 
April 22, with the theme “Jesus Christ Above All” from Phil. 2:9. Pastor 
Kahle of Zion, Imperial, presented the morning session of Christ’s 
State of Humiliation: The Suffering Savior. Vicar Gideon Pullmann, 
Zion, Imperial, presented the afternoon session of Christ’s State of 
Exaltation: The Glorified King. There was a monetary ingathering 
for the Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska in Wauneta, specifically for 
shipping boxes.  

Phyllis Bach, Zone President

 Beatrice Zone: On Saturday morning, April 29, our Workshop 
was held at Zion, Tobias. The theme was “The Women who Feared 
the Lord” taken from Prov. 31:10-21 and our Bible study leader was 
Pastor Stuckwisch. Carlyn Koenig, Zone President

Hastings Zone: St. Paul. Minden, hosted the Spring Workshop 
on Saturday, April 29, under the theme “Gifts from Above” based 
on James 1:17. Dick Phillips presented the program “BE the GIFT 
Nebraska”. The ingathering included cash donations to purchase 
repair supplies for BE the GIFT Nebraska. 

Linda Potter, Zone President

Ogallala Zone:  The Spring Workshop was April 29 at Trinity, 
Ogallala. Our theme was “Loss or Gain” with Pastor Jon Dickmander 
as Bible study leader. There were 26 ladies, five pastors and two 
children attending. 

Diana Armknecht, Zone President

Seward Zone: Zion Ladies Aid/LWML, Garland hosted the Spring 
Workshop at St. John, Seward, on Saturday, April 29. Pastor David 
Dobbertien led opening devotion and Bible study based on the theme 
“Rooted in Christ” from John 15:1-17. Guest speaker was Bruce 
Wall, executive director at Camp Luther, Schuyler. Ingathering items 
collected were given to Camp Luther. Twenty-eight persons attended -- 
two guests, two pastors and 24 members -- representing five societies.

  Linda Hammer, Zone Secretary

l to r) Yvonne Lunney (District Treasurer), 
Joel Stoltenow and District President Katy Gifford

(l to r) Yvonne Lunney (District Treasurer) 
and Bruce Wall

Spring Workshops Held

Memorials and Joy/Thank Offerings
January 1 - March 31, 2017

Memorial In Honor of: Donor: Amount
Earl Werner  Trinity Ladies Aid, Hebron  $5.00
Mildred McGhphy and Eugene Werner Trinity Ladies Aid, Hebron $20.00
(no name given) Trinity Ladies Aid, Blue Hill  $10.00
DeLoris Zimmer  Holy Cross LWML, Goehner  $5.00
Gaylene Snell  Emmanuel LWML, York  $5.00

Joy/Thank offering in Honor of: Donor: Amount
Pastor Bremer, Gretchen Buss,
     Amy Harvey, Barb Sheeks Grace Guild, Grand Island  $250.00
W. Kellogg  Trinity Ladies Aid, Grand Island  $10.00
M. Johnson, V. Farris  Trinity Ladies Aid, Grand Island  $20.00

Make plans now for the 2018 NE South 
District Convention

“Daughters of the King - 
Sisters in Christ ” 

Hosted by Holdrege, Kearney, McCook 
& Ogallala Zones

at the Younes Center in Kearney, NE 
September 14 - 15, 2018

Banners Needed for 500th Reformation Celebration
Five hundred years ago a man named Martin Luther professed his faith with resounding words. On Sunday, October 

29, at 3 pm on Concordia University-Nebraska Campus, we have an opportunity to celebrate with many faith-filled 
people by hearing and singing that precious Word. Please put this date on your calendar and watch for further details.

We, as serving LWML sisters, have been asked to provide festive banners for a worship procession. You may already 
have a Reformation banner in your church’s collection or a banner that focuses on God’s Word. Maybe you want to make 
a specific 500th Reformation celebration banner to add to your collection. We ask that  someone from your society carry 
this banner for the procession.

Please e-mail, text or call Elaine Royuk with your commitment to participate.  If possible, send a picture of your banner. I hope to hear 
from many of our LWML societies.

Elaine Royuk, 402-641-3564 or e_royuk@yahoo.com  
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Mission Grants Update
God is good! We have paid $20,000 of mites to four of our mission grants. We sent partial payments 

of $5,000 each to Orphan Grain Train, Mission Central, At Ease-Veterans, and His Kids Camp.
OGT is preparing a shipment to the Baltics in the near future.
Missionary Gary Thies writes, “There are missionary families desperate for help. Mission Central 

will be sending funds to the most needy families to get them into the field and get them to people in 
darkness who don’t know about their dear Savior Jesus.”

Lutheran Family Service’s At Ease Program has a new manager, Cliff McEvoy. LFS says that, “Cliff 
is a veteran and highly involved in the Omaha-area community.”  The presentation of the check was 
made to Joel Stoltenow, who works for LFS in Lincoln, on April 22 at the PPP in Grand Island.

Camp Luther offers retreats and camps for youth and for campers with special needs and will be 
using our grant to help with the cost of these events. There is also a need for adult and high school 
volunteers to be buddies for campers. Applications are available on the Camp Luther website: www.
campluther.org as well as dates and more details on camps available. The presentation of the check was 
at the Seward Zone Spring Workshop on April 29.

The Executive Committee discussed having LWML members personally deliver grant checks to 
recipients. If one of the grants is in your community or zone or if you have another connection and 
would like to volunteer to deliver a mission grant, please contact Eileen Zentner or President Katy 
Gifford.

Eileen Zentner
VP Gospel Outreach
402-883-2340 or jzentner@sentco.net

The twelve zones of Nebraska South District held their Spring 
Workshops in March and April. These workshops were enjoyed by 
our LWML sisters, counselors and guests. Here’s a recap of the events!

Holdrege Zone: Spring Workshop was Sunday afternoon, March 
12, at Trinity, Arapahoe, with 42 members present. Gathered under 
the theme “One in Christ,” we heard a presentation by Mark Meyer 
about International Student Ministry at the University Lutheran 
Chapel-Lincoln. The ingathering of baby items received went to the 
student families he and his wife work with.  

Sheri Leising, Zone Christian Life

York Zone:  Spring Workshop was Sunday, March 12, at St. John, 
Waco. Our theme was “Who Shall Separate Us from the Love of 
Christ?” based on Romans 8:35. Pastor Matt Mau, St. John’s pastor 
and York Zone Counselor, served as leader. There were 36 members 
and two pastors attending. The ingathering was items for Orphan 
Grain Train (with offering also going to OGT). 

Sue Hoffschneider, Zone Secretary

Deshler Zone:  Our Spring Workshop was March 18 at Centennial, 
Superior, with 20 in attendance. Theme for day was “Mission: 
Compassion” and those attending toured HOPE Crisis Pregnancy 
Center in Superior. Cheryl Walsh and Joyce Kroll, Christian Life 
Committee, served as program leaders; and Pastor Brian Francik was 
Bible Study leader. Our ingathering of cash donations went to HOPE 
Pregnancy Center. 

Anita Harms, Zone President

Grand Island Zone: “Seasons of Life Under Heaven in God’s 
Time” (Eccl. 3:1-8) was the theme for the Spring Workshop held at 
Peace, Grand Island, on March 25 and 48 people attended. Rev. James 
Fandrey led the Bible study. The ingathering resulted in 526 items for 
Central Nebraska Community Action Partnership.  

Marilyn Bader, Zone President

Falls City Zone:  St. Paul, Weeping Water, hosted the Spring 
Workshop on April 1. The themes for the Bible studies were “Joy” and 
“All Things Through Christ.” There were 34 ladies and two pastors 
present. Lunch was served by the ladies of St. Paul. Zone President 
Connie Roland called a short meeting. The Fall Rally is scheduled for 
Oct. 14, 2017 at Christ, Nebraska City. Many ingathering gifts were 
received with some going to Haiti and some going to the Food Pantry 
in Weeping Water.  

Ellen Koehler, Zone Secretary

Kearney Zone: On Saturday, April 8, the Zone Workshop was held 
at Bethlehem, Ravenna. The theme was “Bread of Life” and Bible 
Study was led by Pastor Rob Kuefner, Zone Counselor. There were 40 
in attendance and the offering was divided half to local Food Pantry 
and half to District Mites.  

Ann Bosshamer, Zone President

Lincoln Zone: Our Workshop was Saturday, April 8, at Faith, 
Lincoln, under the theme “The Gift of Service,” based on I Peter 
4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve on another…” Bible 
Study was led by Pastoral Counselor Rev. Clint K Poppe on our theme 
verse. Under the leadership of the Zone Human Care Committee 
Kathy Comstock, Nila Koeneke and Mary Colbert, the group made 
Developmental Hearts and LWML bookmarks. The workshop 
offering was $203.00 and designated for mites. Closing devotion was 
led by Heidi Crawford, Zone Christian Life Committee Chairman. 
There were 55 ladies in attendance plus Pastor Poppe. 

Ruth Probasco, Zone Secretary

McCook Zone: The workshop was held at St. Paul, Wauneta, on 
April 22, with the theme “Jesus Christ Above All” from Phil. 2:9. Pastor 
Kahle of Zion, Imperial, presented the morning session of Christ’s 
State of Humiliation: The Suffering Savior. Vicar Gideon Pullmann, 
Zion, Imperial, presented the afternoon session of Christ’s State of 
Exaltation: The Glorified King. There was a monetary ingathering 
for the Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska in Wauneta, specifically for 
shipping boxes.  

Phyllis Bach, Zone President

 Beatrice Zone: On Saturday morning, April 29, our Workshop 
was held at Zion, Tobias. The theme was “The Women who Feared 
the Lord” taken from Prov. 31:10-21 and our Bible study leader was 
Pastor Stuckwisch. Carlyn Koenig, Zone President

Hastings Zone: St. Paul. Minden, hosted the Spring Workshop 
on Saturday, April 29, under the theme “Gifts from Above” based 
on James 1:17. Dick Phillips presented the program “BE the GIFT 
Nebraska”. The ingathering included cash donations to purchase 
repair supplies for BE the GIFT Nebraska. 

Linda Potter, Zone President

Ogallala Zone:  The Spring Workshop was April 29 at Trinity, 
Ogallala. Our theme was “Loss or Gain” with Pastor Jon Dickmander 
as Bible study leader. There were 26 ladies, five pastors and two 
children attending. 

Diana Armknecht, Zone President

Seward Zone: Zion Ladies Aid/LWML, Garland hosted the Spring 
Workshop at St. John, Seward, on Saturday, April 29. Pastor David 
Dobbertien led opening devotion and Bible study based on the theme 
“Rooted in Christ” from John 15:1-17. Guest speaker was Bruce 
Wall, executive director at Camp Luther, Schuyler. Ingathering items 
collected were given to Camp Luther. Twenty-eight persons attended -- 
two guests, two pastors and 24 members -- representing five societies.

  Linda Hammer, Zone Secretary

l to r) Yvonne Lunney (District Treasurer), 
Joel Stoltenow and District President Katy Gifford

(l to r) Yvonne Lunney (District Treasurer) 
and Bruce Wall

Spring Workshops Held

Memorials and Joy/Thank Offerings
January 1 - March 31, 2017

Memorial In Honor of: Donor: Amount
Earl Werner  Trinity Ladies Aid, Hebron  $5.00
Mildred McGhphy and Eugene Werner Trinity Ladies Aid, Hebron $20.00
(no name given) Trinity Ladies Aid, Blue Hill  $10.00
DeLoris Zimmer  Holy Cross LWML, Goehner  $5.00
Gaylene Snell  Emmanuel LWML, York  $5.00

Joy/Thank offering in Honor of: Donor: Amount
Pastor Bremer, Gretchen Buss,
     Amy Harvey, Barb Sheeks Grace Guild, Grand Island  $250.00
W. Kellogg  Trinity Ladies Aid, Grand Island  $10.00
M. Johnson, V. Farris  Trinity Ladies Aid, Grand Island  $20.00

Make plans now for the 2018 NE South 
District Convention

“Daughters of the King - 
Sisters in Christ ” 

Hosted by Holdrege, Kearney, McCook 
& Ogallala Zones

at the Younes Center in Kearney, NE 
September 14 - 15, 2018

Banners Needed for 500th Reformation Celebration
Five hundred years ago a man named Martin Luther professed his faith with resounding words. On Sunday, October 

29, at 3 pm on Concordia University-Nebraska Campus, we have an opportunity to celebrate with many faith-filled 
people by hearing and singing that precious Word. Please put this date on your calendar and watch for further details.

We, as serving LWML sisters, have been asked to provide festive banners for a worship procession. You may already 
have a Reformation banner in your church’s collection or a banner that focuses on God’s Word. Maybe you want to make 
a specific 500th Reformation celebration banner to add to your collection. We ask that  someone from your society carry 
this banner for the procession.

Please e-mail, text or call Elaine Royuk with your commitment to participate.  If possible, send a picture of your banner. I hope to hear 
from many of our LWML societies.

Elaine Royuk, 402-641-3564 or e_royuk@yahoo.com  
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Did You Miss the Pajama Party?
What a productive and enjoyable day! On Saturday, April 22, approximately 100 

women from the Nebraska North and South Districts met at Peace, Grand Island, for a 
joint-district day of service. Together we packed 582 snack bags; donated 260 hygiene 
kits, plus six boxes of miscellaneous hygiene supplies; sewed 600 developmental hearts 
and started another 87 hearts; sewed and paired 233 pajama pant sets; started another 
194 sets of pajamas – which ladies agreed to complete for LFS or Bright Horizon’s use; 
and donated an additional 154 t-shirts!

Another joint-effort event is planned for 2018.  Save the date…April 21!!  More 
details to follow as plans are finalized.

District LWML Calendar
June 10, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. John, Seward - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017 ..........................................................................Albuquerque, New Mexico - National LWML Convention
September 8. 2017 ............................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 ..................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat
February 10, 2018 ..................................................................................................................................TBA - BOD Meeting
April 7, 2018 ................................................................................................................. St. John, Waco - EC Board Meeting
April 21, 2018 ................................................................................................TBA - NE North & South Joint Service Activity
June 9, 2018 ......................................................................................................................... Zion, Hastings - BOD Meeting
September 1, 2018 ............................................................................ Younes Convention Center, Kearney - BOD Meeting
September 14-15, 2018 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
October 27, 2018 .....................................................................................................................TBA - Transition/EC Meeting
June 20-23, 2019 .........................................................................................Mobile, Alabama - National LWML Convention
September 18-19, 2020 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 24-27, 2021 ................................................................................... Lexington, Kentucky - National LWML Convention

Special Gifts Fund Helps Fund Mission Trips
These three request applications were approved at the April Executive Committee meeting:
1. Doreen Mohr for a trip to Russia/Baltics with Orphan Grain Train. This will be her first trip.
2. Linda Fees for a trip to Russia/Baltics with Orphan Grain Train. Funds will be used to purchase underwear, fruit, other food, toys, and 

personal items for the orphanages, prisons, and hospitals.
3. Julie Johnston Hermann for a trip to Amatitlan, Guatemala. Concordia University began an outreach partnership through the guidance of 

CALMS; participants will share the Gospel message through stories, songs, and craft activities in rural areas.

Linda Potter
Special Gifts Fund, Chair

Trinity Ladies Aid/LWML, Walton enjoyed making pajama 
bottoms and matched with T-shirts ahead of the April 22 
event. (from l to r) Deborah Rocker, Mary Lou Retzlaff, 
Doris Heineke, Mary Jo Colbert, Margaret Broening and 
Shirley Holtzen

Bible study leaders Elaine Nelson and Jessica Feldman

Kitchen help (l to r) Denise Hummel, Linda Reiser and 
Brenda Dankert

The 2017 NE South District Retreat will be held at 
the Hotel Grand in Grand Island, September 8-10, 
2017. The charge for rooms will be $92.00/night. 

Call 308-384-1330 to make your own reservations. 
Please mention the Retreat to get this price 

when you make your reservation. 

Servant Event - Make Yarn Hats/Caps Using a Special Loom:  Items to 
Bring: Kitty Knitter Round Loom Set or Classic Knit Hat Loom in large 
and small kits. These are available at Walmart or Hobby Lobby. If you are 
bringing a used loom, include the hook and needles. Yarn and instructions 
will be provided.

The Ingathering will go to:
1. Living Waters Rescue and Mission Organization (in York)

Items needed are clean and in good condition fall and winter clothing 
for newborns to the elderly, bedding, towels, NEW underwear and 
any type of Christian reading material and Bibles.

2. Camp Luther (in Schuyler)

Items needed are Clorox/Lysol cleaning wipes, single-ply toilet 
paper, cleaning gloves, stamps, colored pencils, travel-sized toiletries 
(soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant), board games 
and puzzles (less than 500 pieces), water/sand toys, and gift cards 
(Menards, Wal-Mart, Hy-Vee, SuperSaver, Didiers Grocery, Nebraska 
fuel stations).

Sunday Offering: Will go to Orphan Grain Train and Mercy Meals for 
shipping expenses.

Keynote Speakers:  Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser
Both Virginia and Linda had the honor of serving back-to-back terms 
as national LWML presidents and they will share the stage on Saturday 
evening, telling of their experiences, memories, and joys while serving 
as president. 

Retreat T-Shirt:  The Fall Retreat theme is featured on the new T-shirt, 
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the LWML. Go to District website: 
http://lwmlnesouth.homestead.com to see the various designs available, 
costs and the order form. August 1 is the deadline to order a shirt for 
the September Retreat. Orders will be distributed at Retreat in Grand 
Island. No shirts will be available for purchase at the Retreat.

“Serving God” Workshop information:
Donna Meyer ~ Women in Missions

    ‘I was a missionary, I am a missionary, you are a missionary!” Donna 
Meyer was a GEO (Globally Engaged in Outreach) for the LCMS 
Office of International Missions from 2004-2014.  She was privileged 
to go to Guinea West Africa; to Banda Aceh, Indonesia; and to Papua 
New Guinea. Today, as a volunteer speaker for Mission Central, Donna 
loves to share from her experiences in Muslim and Christian foreign 
cultures to encourage each listener to be Jesus to all with whom they 
interact, wherever in the world God has planted or called them.  The 
adventure begins when each steps out in faith and obeys His voice!

Mark Meyer ~ UNL - Director of International Student Ministries

    Get acquainted with the International Student Ministries program 
at UNL and what it involves. Learn about the programs available to 
International students and their families who attend the university. 
Also, learn about ways that UNL volunteers and community members 
can serve to help with programming, as well as learn about the ministries 
available at the University Lutheran Chapel in Lincoln.

Bruce Wall ~ Camp Luther

    Located just east of Columbus, Camp Luther provides Christ-
centered experiences for all ages and is celebrating 50 years of service! 
Learn about the programs available at the Camp, especially “His Kids” 
camps that have received special funding through LWML Mites. Get 
excited about the possibilities offered at Camp Luther, and hear about 
updates and future plans at Camp Luther.

Karen Tiedeman ~ Orphan Grain Train

    Karen will share about trips that the Orphan Grain Train has taken 
over the years and their work with this ongoing ministry – specifically, 
about Russia and the Baltics, the children and the orphanages, hospitals 
and prisons, and how the mission works. What avenue could YOU be 
of assistance?  Many mites and ingathering donations from the LWML 
have poured in to help OGT help those in need throughout the world.  

Mary Haarberg ~ Mercy Meals

    Mercy Meals of Southwest Nebraska is a non-profit organization 
that allows volunteers to package nourishing food that will be delivered 
by Orphan Grain Train to children in need throughout the world 
who suffer from hunger and malnutrition. All donations are used 
for purchasing food product to package the meals. The organization 
is based in Wauneta and started in September 2010. Through this 
program we hope to instill a sense of self-empowerment, civic duty, 
world awareness, kindness toward our fellow men and women, and 
appreciation for the blessings in our children’s daily lives, by giving their 
time and by donating their talents. We look forward to sharing how 
God has blessed us with this mission project.

Rev. Brent Smith ~ Mission Central

   Rev. Smith will speak about Mission Central and the work they do, 
and how we can be involved. The Committee expects he will touch on 
his own time as a missionary in Russia.  NOTE:  Rev. Smith will only 
be presenting for the first two sessions, as he has to travel to another 
engagement. We will try our best to get everyone who signs up in to 
hear him speak.

Retreat 
Information

Friday, Sept. 8, 5:30 p.m.
Devotion & Prayer Service
Servant Project/craft
Ice Breaker Games
Fellowship 
Songs & Closing Devotion 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study
Workshops
Past President’s Luncheon
Servant Project/craft
Free Time
Private Prayer Time
Evening Banquet & 
75th Celebration  

Sunday, Sept. 10, - 8:30 a.m.
Bible Study
Songs & Devotion
Worship with Communion



Thy Strong Word
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

Bright with thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And 

our lives our hope confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise to Thee who 

light dost send!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 
without end!  (LSB 578)

Thy Strong Word. This past winter I 
started reading through the Bible. I read 

a few chapters each morning and journal about what I read. There 
are days when I can’t wait to hear what happens next and there are 
days when I want to simply yell at the kings of Judah and Israel for 
not doing right in the eyes of the Lord. I also find that the days I 
read about the faith of God’s servants I can see that I am a servant of 
the Lord. And the days that I read about the sin that God’s people 
commit, I am convicted of sin as well. 

Thy Strong Word. It does not change. God’s Word remains 
and our Lord with it, unchanged. We have changes all around us. 
Technology changes our lives on almost a yearly basis in some form 
or another. Some changes we like, some not so much. But we can rely 
on our Lord to love us unconditionally, each and every day of our 
lives. 

Thy Strong Word. It points out my sin and reminds me of my 
need for a Savior. And then it “bespeaks me righteous” and tells of 
God’s great love for all of us. I encourage you to be reading “Thy 
Strong Word” daily. Encourage the women in your church to do the 
same. Share a favorite Bible verse from your reading on Facebook 
or include it in an emailed or “snail-mailed” note to a friend. Let’s 
surround each other and those we love with…Thy Strong Word. 
Alleluia without end.

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net
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Hope For 
The Hurting 

I pray that all of you had a 
wonderful Easter celebration. 
The Easter celebration 
indeed is about the victorious 
resurrection of Jesus and the 
victory that we have in Him. 
But Easter is also about the 
hope that we have.

Right now, I think of a friend who is in the midst of a 
painful divorce, another friend who had to take her teenage 
daughter to the ER for serious health issues, a mom who is 
struggling with her son who is out of control, and the list 
goes on. In Paul’s great chapter about the resurrection in 
1 Corinthians 15:17-20, he writes this, And if Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 
all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep 
(NKJV).

There is hope, not only for this life, but also for the life to 
come. There are many women you know who are hurting. 
These are women in your congregations, communities, 
families, (maybe even you are hurting right now), who 
are dealing with all kinds of hurts and struggles. Easter is 
about hope! It is about healing and victory that Jesus won 
over sin, death and the devil and has given to you and me. 
I pray that we would continue to bring the message of 
hope found in Jesus to all people who are hurting. 

Rev. Brian Francik
Senior Counselor

LWML Surpasses Mission 
Goal for 2015–2017 Biennium  

The (national) LWML announced the 2015–2017 Mission Goal of $2 

million was met and surpassed! The final count for the 2015-2017 Mission 
Goal is $2,097,904.23. The mission goal was surpassed by nearly $100,000. 
We give thanks to God for all the mite offerings received which allowed 
mission grants to be funded and Gospel outreach completed. The overage 
of $97,904.23 will be used for the 2017-2019 Mission Goal.

President Patti Ross shared, “Praise and thanksgiving to God! Through 
Mite Box offerings and generous responses to our Lord’s blessings, LWML 
will be able to fund all 19 grants chosen by the Des Moines Convention 
in 2015. In humble adoration and with praise to our faithful God, we 
dedicate these dollars to Him for the work of missionaries and ministries 
around the world who work to spread the saving message of Christ’s love 
and forgiveness.”

Speaker List Update
When I think of our local LWML societies in our Nebraska 

South District, this passage comes to mind, “I give thanks to 
my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Cor. 1:4) (NKJV) The Lord is 
glorified through the mites, witnessing, service, and sharing in 
each one of our societies.

In this new year, we look to the next biennium with new 
mission projects, new leaders, and a new mite goal. In the 
upcoming months, I plan to update our speaker’s list too! If you 
have suggestions or input, please contact me at sherrysue56@
gmail.com. I look forward to making new friendships and 
rekindling old acquaintances, as we continue the Lord’s work 
through the LWML.

Sherry Burger
VP of Servant Resources

A Life of Service Through All Generations 

LWML NE South District Retreat – September 8-10, 2017 
Hotel Grand - -Grand Island, Nebraska 
 
Registration Form deadline is August 25, 2017, no refunds after this date. 
 
Please TYPE or PRINT clearly 
 
Name________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (        )____________________ e-mail________________________________ 
 
Society__________________________Church_______________________________ 
 
Keynote Speakers:  Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser 
 
The following “Serving God” workshops will be available on Saturday – choose three of the six sessions.  We 
will try our best to honor your top three choices.  #4 will be an alternate choice. 
 

My choice of sessions in order: 
 
1._____________________     2. _____________________  
 
3. _____________________    4.______________________  
   
Donna Meyer:  Women in Missions 
 

Mark Meyer:  UNL-Lutheran Student Center, International Students 
 

Camp Luther:  Bruce Wall – “His Kids” program 
 

Orphan Grain Train:  Pastor Reehl and Karen Tiedeman 
 

Mercy Meals:  Mary Haarberg 
      

Mission Central: Rev. Brent Smith 
 

Prices listed below are per person.  Please check: 
 
______Regular Retreat Registration - $75                
 
______First Timers Registration - $65     
              (Those attending retreat for the first time) 
 

Send completed registration forms and check payable to: 
  LWML Retreat 
  Kathy Johnson 
  1908 North Y Road 
             Hampton, NE  68843 
 
Questions about this form?  Please contact Kathy Johnson at 402-725-3312 or gkjohnson@hamilton.net. 

I am a: 

_____First Time Attendee 

_____I would be willing to serve 
on the 2019 Retreat Committee 
 
_____Teen LWML   Age_____ 
 
_____Special Dietary Needs 
 
_____Special Needs 
 
Other______________________
_ 
 

The Registration Fee includes all retreat expenses: speaker 
fees, materials/supplies, and two meals on Saturday.  It 
does not include your housing.  If staying at the hotel there 
is free breakfast on Saturday and Sunday morning at the 
hotel.  Please carefully read the additional retreat 
information in this issue of The ECHO!  

Please check which meals you will be attending: 

_______Saturday Noon 

_______Saturday Evening 



Lutheran        Women in Mission

QUARTERLY
ECHO

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Nebraska South District
Volume 43, No. 2 Summer 2017 Pub. No. (USPS-339-670)

New Format for The ECHO!
Because of more stringent postal regulations and rising costs, the Executive Committee voted in 

April to stop printing and mailing The ECHO after the edition that you are reading now. Societies 
will be responsible for printing The ECHO for their members who do not have e-mail or who cannot 
access it online.

“This was truly a difficult decision to make,” Cassandra Tomsen, Echo Distributor said. “It was an 
honor for me to do this service, but after exhausting numerous possible solutions, there just didn’t 

seem like a fit that made us good stewards of God’s mites and service while still printing and distributing this newsletter from one 
central location.” 

For the past three years, Cassandra has mailed The ECHO for us. She drove from her home in Minden to Morris Press in Kearney 
to pick up the boxes of Echoes, printed 112 address labels, counted out the required number of Echoes for each society, labeled and 
banded the bundle for mailing, filled out the postal forms, and took the sorted bundles to the post office to mail them.

When she took the Spring issue of The ECHO to the post office, the postal worker informed her they would no longer accept the 
bundles unless each copy of The ECHO had an address on it. Cassandra said, “When the post office told me that each piece of mail 
needed a correct address on it, my heart sank, but now I realize this is God telling us it is time to do things just a little differently. 
Please support our District’s leaders as they guide us through this transition!”  Before making this decision, the following options 
were discussed:

• Print 2370 labels—one for each copy that is sent;
• Use boxes and envelopes to mail The ECHO and lose the bulk-mailing discount, increasing the cost from $75 per mailing 

to an estimated $645;
• Buy a rubber stamp for each of the 112 addresses and stamp the address on each copy at a one-time cost of $782.88 and a 

great increase in the labor involved;
• Publish The ECHO online and ask each society to print it for their members who are unable to access it in another way.

Rising costs of printing and mailing materials have been instrumental in forcing many districts to discontinue printing their 
newsletters. The cost to have Morris Press set up and print The ECHO varies from $1,000-1,200 each quarter. Each society has been 
encouraged to pay $7 per member for copies of the Quarterly and The ECHO. Many societies have not done this. Plus the current 
cost for a one-year subscription for the Quarterly is $6.50.

According to Treasurer Yvonne Lunney in the last three quarters (7/1/16 to 3/31/17), $4,378.00 was received from societies and 
$13,307.43 was paid out -- $9,720.08 for the Quarterlies and $3,587.35 for The ECHO. The amount the district pays to meet 
these expenses comes from mites! For both publications it has been over $3,000 per quarter (or $12,000 each year!) more than what 
societies have contributed. 

Since Editor Linda Hammer has had experience in publishing, she will set up The ECHO and the costs to Morris Press will be 
eliminated. That will give our District almost $5,000 more each year to use for missions. Other advantages are using colored pictures 
and eliminating the time lag needed for printing and mailing.

District President Katy Gifford said, “In our district The ECHO is our connecting point. It will continue to do that job; just the 
means of printing will change. What a great opportunity for us to move forward and use the financial gifts the Lord has given us with 
good stewardship. It is my hope that we will be able to get the news of our district into even more hands of the LCMS women in 
Nebraska South District than we have in the past.”

If you are technologically savvy, please look around you for those who are not and be the person from your society to make sure 
they get a printed copy of The ECHO. 

Publication Staff on behalf of Executive Committee

Periodical
Postage Paid

LWML Quarterly ECHO
682 38 Rd.
Minden, NE 68959

  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League QUARTERLY ECHO (USPS: 339-670, 
ISSN: 8750-5270) is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League, Nebraska South District, an auxiliary organization of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod at 682 38 Rd., Minden, NE. 68959. Printed by Morris Press, Kearney, 
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2016-2018 Mission Grants
“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.”

 Amount PAID

Shipments to Baltics-OGT 10,000 5,000

Scholarships 30,000  10,000

Mission Central 10,000  5,000

At Ease-Veterans, Military 10,000  5,000

Comfort Dog Satellite Training 5,000  

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti 5,000 

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska 8,000   

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool 5,600    

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000  5,000 

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine 7,500   

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance 1,900  

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach 2,000  2,000

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000      $32,000
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