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Our GPS 

 Have you ever been lost? As a child, I "lost" my parents at the Minnesota State Fair. I 

remember it was on Machinery Hill and I thought, in my eight-year-old wisdom, that I was in 

a good place to get lost because there were many farmers around and farmers would help 

me. Unfortunately, I’ve been lost other times too. Sometimes I get lost in making decisions 

on how to spend my time or money, or how to handle a relationship. Sometimes I really 

need a GPS for my life. What a blessing that I have one! I have God’s guiding hand. 

Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 

 Without Your grace and favor I go astray; 

       So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way. (LSB 722) 

 How blessed we are that we have our Lord Jesus to guide us in life. He guides us as individuals, but He also 

guides us in the LWML as societies, zones, and our district, as well as at the national level. He directs, protects, and 

feeds us with His Word, giving us clear expectations as to how we are to live with each other, the love we should show 

to those around us, as well as to Him in our worship and daily life. 

 Let's ask our Lord to fill us with generosity so that we give as we are able and all 2016 mission projects can be 

funded. As you continue your Lenten journey, it is my prayer that you will allow the Lord to lead you to wherever He 

needs you to go and do what He needs you to do. Even “when the tempest rages” you need not fear; the Lord will go 

with you as you serve Him and His people. 

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net 

 
 

QUARTERLY 

ECHO 

Official Call to 39th
  

Biennial Convention 
 The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of 
Nebraska South District will meet in convention at 
the Younes Conference Center in Kearney, September 
14-15, 2018. 
 According to Article V, Section 2 of the District Bylaws, 
"the voting body of the convention shall be two (2) 
certified delegates from each society, elected district 
officers, zone presidents and past district presidents who 
are currently members of the Nebraska South District 
LWML." 
 The credentials of the delegates shall be in the hands 
of the Recording Secretary at least two weeks prior to 
convention. 

LWML Church Worker 
Scholarship Apps 

Due June 1 

 Please encourage all Nebraska South District 
full-time church worker students to apply for 
$1,000 LWML Scholarships for the 2018-2019 
school year. 
 The forms may be obtained online at 
www.lwmlnesouth.org. All applications must be 
postmarked on or before June 1, 2018. If you have 
any questions, please call Heidi Crawford at 402-
450-5362 or e-mail: hcrawford777@gmail.com.  
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Who? Me? 

 Have you ever been the lone individual singled out from among a group of people? 

Someone points and you realize that finger is directed solely at you. The rest of the crowd quiets; 

they may even back away. 

 Your reaction might be one of surprise, because you never guessed you would have been 

selected. Your reaction might be one of hesitation, because you didn’t come prepared. You might 

react with excitement, because you’ve been looking forward to the opportunity. You might even 

react with fear, because you’ve dreaded this moment. 

 In Scripture, we often get the impression that God’s people are always ready to be selected to serve. “Here am I. Send 

me!” (Isaiah 6:8) says Isaiah. But that is not always the case. Moses questions, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and 

bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11). Jeremiah argues, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young” (Jeremiah 

1:6). When told to help Saul (later the Apostle Paul), Ananias speaks out of fright, “Lord, I have heard many reports about 

this man…he has come here…to arrest all who call on Your name” (Acts 9:13-14). 

 How apt are you to follow God’s call? How inclined are you to say “yes” to a new mission invitation? How excited are 

you to allot money to an additional mission field request? How likely are you to give up money, the comforts of home, and 

two weeks of your time to travel half way around the world to directly serve in the mission field? 

 In the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) opportunities abound to support mission and even directly be 

involved in mission. Not every prospect is glamorous. But if the door is open to share the Good News of the Gospel, then 

whether the mission-individual in question is you or me, ultimately the answer is, “Yes!” But we like to say, “No.” 

 You are God’s mission field. The Son of God left the comforts of His heavenly home to be born in a broken world and 

take on the frailty of human flesh. The cost He paid was the greatest of all as Jesus gave His life and shed His blood on the 

cross, forgiving our hesitation to serve, our reservation to support, and our overall skepticism. But that forgiveness is 

complete. It’s also continual, for even as God calls you into mission service, you continue to be part of His mission field and 

recipients of His grace. 

 You are also in God’s mission field. He is sending you—some to serve, some to support, some to pray, some to ask 

questions and keep us on track, some to organize and direct, some to encourage, and some to share with us back home all 

that God is doing in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Little did I know that God would soon 

extend a Call to me to serve in a new ministry setting. Though we might not serve hand-in-hand with future mission 

endeavors in the same LWML District, we cherish the moments we have shared. We know that whether near or far, we still 

serve the same Lord and His same mission goal, and that labor in the Lord is never in vain! 

 Whatever your role, whatever your area, as Lutheran Women in Mission you all have received a call. You can certainly 

respond, “Who, me?” We all have at one point or another. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit leads each of us to respond with 

excitement, trust, and joy, “Here am I. Send me!”   

Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe 

Junior Counselor 

 

Zones Plan Spring Workshops - Mark your Calendars 
 
 

     Zone          Date          Location                Theme 

Beatrice Saturday, April 28 St. Peter, Wymore Balance 

Deshler Sunday, April 15 Grace, Fairbury Putting on the Armor of God 

Falls City Saturday, April 7 Trinity, Auburn TBA 

Grand Island Saturday. April 14 Immanuel, Loup City "The Ends" of Suffering 

Hastings Saturday. April 14 Zion, Red Cloud TBA      

Holdrege Sunday, April 15 Our Redeemer, Elwood TBA 

Kearney Saturday, April 7 Zion, North Shelton Angels 

Lincoln TBA     

McCook Saturday, April 14 St. John, Culbertson Our Help Comes From the Lord 

Ogallala Saturday, April 14 Zion, Grant Be a Rainbow in Someone's Cloud 

Seward Saturday, April 28 St. John, Seward One Body, One Bread, One Christ 

York Sunday, March 11 Emmanuel, York Special Blessings in Christ 
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2018 Seek and Serve Day 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, 

with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God  (I Corinthians 1:3-4). 

 Plans are underway so come and join us – the ladies of LWML North and South will spend the day in 

God’s Word, fellowship and service together.  

 We will be led in Bible study entitled God’s Comfort for Us by Sally 

Handrick, former National Gospel Outreach Committee Chair (left), and Christie 

Steffens. LWML Missouri District President (right).  

 We will make pillow cases for hospitals, nursing home residents and 

military personal. Please bring completed crocheted, knitted or quilted memory blankets (a 12” x 12” 

square) to be gifted to those who have lost a child due to miscarriage or still birth. 

Date:    Saturday, April 21, 2018 

Location:    Peace Lutheran Church – Columbus 

   (2720 - 28th Street) 

Times:  8:30-9:00 am – Registration 

   4:00 pm – Closing 

Registration Fee:  $15.00 (includes lunch) (See next page for more information) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (cut here) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 

Registration Form 
 

(please PRINT) 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

District:  ______ North _________South ______ Other (explain?) ______________________ 

Phone: (_______)________-________________   Email: ______________________________ 

Registration Deadline is April 6, 2018 

Send Registration and payment to: Vickie Hegeholz 

     3810 Davey Rd 

     Staplehurst, NE 68439 

   Question? Email:  vhegeholz@gmail.com 

     Phone # 402.641.1795  

Make checks payable to:  Nebraska South District LWML 

mailto:vhegeholz@gmail.com
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Gifts from the Heart 
 for Camp Luther 

Cash or Gift Cards from 

 Menards 

 Walmart 

 Hy-Vee 

 Super Saver 

 Nebraska Gas Stations 
 (Casey’s, Kwik Trip) 
 

    2018 Seek and Serve Day (continued) 
  

Items to bring on April 21: 
o Sewing Machine and/or Serger 
o Scissors 
o Sewing Pins 
o Irons and/or Ironing Boards 
o Fabric (see info under Pillowcases below) 
o Completed Memory Blankets 

You do not need to be able to sew to come to this event – there will be many 
non-sewing steps for all participants. 

 

We encourage you to make pillowcases and memory blankets at home. Memory blankets should be brought 

on April 21 as they will be put into kits for the pastors. Pillowcases can be brought on April 21 or distributed 

locally, but please bring the number you have made for local use so we can get a final count. 

Memory Blankets 

Memory Blanket size is 12” x 12” square and can be crocheted, knitted or quilted. Keep in mind the sex of the child 

may not be known so tones and colors should be appropriate for a child – as these are to be given to those who have 

lost a child due to miscarriage or stillbirth. We will also be making cards to go along with these blankets.  

Pillowcases 

Directions for the pillow case will be shared online for both districts. When buying material, please buy coordinating 

COTTON fabric. The main case takes 3/4 yard of fabric; the cuff takes 1/3 yard of fabric and the accent takes 1/8 yard.  

Coordinating fabrics will stay together to make each pillowcase with the fabric you choose. 

 

 

The ECHO - New Format Comments and Suggestions! 
 Pictures are always welcome … when/if you submit pictures to be included, please try to take the picture or scan a picture 

using 300 dpi resolution for a clear picture result, whether printed in color or black/white. If you print a picture to submit by mail, 

then use the “best” quality print option to print picture. Using “draft” or “normal” (depending on printer) may create a fuzzy 

picture and then when I receive it and scan at 300 dpi resolution, the picture remains fuzzy. 

 Consider printing only those pages that are of interest to you and/or your society. For example: If you don't want a page of 

pictures, then omit this page when printing. Many printers have a default setting to print in "normal" or "best" quality. Consider 

changing this option to "draft" to save ink - granted print and picture quality will not be as good, but just a thought. 

 If you have other suggestions, please share with the Publication Staff or a BOD member. 

 A reminder to send your email address to your society president to be put on the society's distribution list so you get your 

copy of The ECHO in a timely manner! This also needs to be done if/when you change your email address!  

 Zone presidents … This also is important for new or outgoing zone presidents to let Cassandra Tomsen know whenever 

there is a change in zone presidency, so the new president is included in the initial distribution email of The ECHO each 

quarter. 

 Target dates when you can expect The ECHO are March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1. 

DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
 

April 7, 2018 St. John, Waco EC Meeting 

April 21, 2018 Peace, Columbus Seek and Serve Day 

June 9, 2018 Zion, Hastings BOD Meeting 

September 14, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney BOD Meeting 

September 14-15, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

October 27, 2018 St. Peter, Deshler Transition/EC Meeting 

February 9, 2019 TBA BOD Meeting 

April 13, 2019 TBA EC Meeting 

June 8, 2019 Zion, St. Libory (Worms) BOD Meeting 

June 20-23, 2019 Mobile, Alabama National LWML Convention 

September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 
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Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
October 1 - December 31, 2017 

 

Memorials In Honor of:  
 Darlene Tuma  
 Members of Trinity (who have passed away)  
 Donna Bartels  
 Doris Lehr  Betty Kieselhorst  
 Alberta Palmer  Ruth Lintz  
 Hilda Dageford  Margie Holtzen  
 Margie Bartels  Gayle Jean Belcha  
 Myrtle Pankoke  Dick Dowding  
 Esther Lloyd  Berniece Howe  
 Michelle Ronne  Marlene Gardner  
 Agnes Liermann  Rose Klute  
 Lucille Heine  Ruth Maronde  
Memorial - given to Mites: 
 Suzanne Kolterman  
Memorials - given to District Mites: 
 Julia Prochaska  Veda Beckman  
 

Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of: 
 Three Birthdays  
 

2016-2018 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts are 
given to “Dormitories in Togo” through Mission 
Central Adoption Agreement with Gary Thies 

2016-2018 Prayer Service offerings are given to 
“KNGN Enhancement and Upkeep Project” 
(convention mission grant request not filled) 

 

2018 Convention Committee 
(Back row, l to r): Eilene Brott, Ogallala Zone, Food/Facilities; 

Connie Barger, McCook Zone, Treasurer; Debra Shields, 
McCook Zone, Food/Facilities. (Front row, l to r): Phyllis Bach, 

McCook Zone, Secretary; Jennifer Wolff, Holdrege Zone, 
Chairman; Cheryl Taft, Holdrege Zone, Registrar; 
Margaret Dunn, District Planner/Meeting Manager. 

Not pictured: Doreen Mohr, McCook Zone, Hospitality; Mary 
Nelson, Holdrege Zone, Assistant Registrar; Darla Stubenrouch, 
Ogallala Zone, Choir; Marcia Holtz, Kearney Zone, Hospitality; 

and Francie Stieb, Kearney Zone, Hospitality. 
 

“Daughters of the King—Sisters in Christ” 

The Nebraska South LWML District Convention will be 

September 14-15, 2018 at the Younes Conference Center in Kearney, 

where we will celebrate being “Daughters of the King—Sisters in 

Christ.” 

Our keynote speakers will be Katie Schuermann 

(left top) and Elaine Bickel (left bottom). Katie is the 
author of the Anthem of Zion series about a small-town 

church choir director and the quirky congregation she 

serves. Elaine has written curriculum for CPH and Bible 

studies and articles for the Lutheran Women's Quarterly. 

She is a frequent humorous and inspirational speaker for 

our District. 

Concordia University-Nebraska President Rev. 

Brian Friedrich will lead us in Bible study. Other speakers 

and service opportunities are planned for our growth and to praise our Lord with a few hundred of our 

LWML District friends. Watch for the general registration form in the summer issue of The ECHO. 

NEW this year will be a silent auction. Each zone is asked to provide a themed basket with an approximate 

value of $25. All proceeds will go to our mite offering. Thanks for your help! 

Jen Wolff, 2018 Convention Chairman  
308-785-8074 or jlwmdw@sutv.com 
 

 

Convention Logo  

Design Selected 

The following is written by the convention logo designer. 
Her design was one of three relating to the convention 
theme "Daughters of the King--Sisters in Christ" and  
chosen at the February 17 District Board of Directors' 
meeting. Congratulations Arlene! Also "thank you" to all 
those who submitted designs. 

Linda Hammer 
ECHO Editor 
 
“I was surprised and very 
appreciative that my 
design was selected. The 
crown represent Jesus. 
The three objects at the 
top of the crown 
represent the Trinity. The 
hands are those of God 
surrounding His 
daughters who are sisters 
in Christ. The cross 
reminds us that Jesus 
died for all. The shape of 
the bodies is in a heart 
shape and the clothing is in purple to represent LWML.” 

Arlene Kothe 

St. Paul's Ladies Guild, Central City 

Grand Island Zone 
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NEW Direction Taken for Zone Convention Banners 

 At the February 17 District LWML meeting, it was decided the banners should have 'life' after the 

convention. The banners will be re-purposed as small baby or lap-sized quilts. Please read the instructions 

as they have changed from last District convention. 

 The Zone Banner/Quilt to be carried in the District convention procession will be 36" x 45". As these 

banners will actually be used as quilts, the design does not have to relate to the convention logo. Make a label 

for the back of the quilt which identifies the name of the quilt, maker, date, home congregation including town, 

and zone, as well as any other pertinent information. 

 Each zone president is responsible for bringing a pole and pole holder base for the banner/quilt. The quilt 

would still need to have a pocket attached so it can be carried as a banner. You may want to make that pocket 

easily removable for use after convention 

Information needed for the convention manual - Deadline: May 1, 2018 

   1) A picture or drawing of the quilt design.  

   2) A description of the design.      Send to: Angela Moore 

   3) The designer(s) of the banner/quilt.       110 24.5 Rd 

   4) The maker(s) of the banner/quilt.      Shelby, NE 68662 

   5) Home congregation, city and zone.     or email:  angmoore68@hotmail.com 

Angela Moore 

Meeting & Marketing Chairman 

 
 

Gifts from the Heart Ingathering and Servant Events 
for 2018 District Convention in Kearney 

 Servant Events will include:  

a) Tying baby quilts (Items to bring, quilt tops 44” x 36” - 44” x 54” and batting, scissors, darning needles and 

sewing machines); 

b)  Making salvation/faith bracelets (Supplies will be provided) to be used at Lutheran Hour booth at NE State Fair; 

c) Writing to missionaries and first-year pastors (Writing tablets, note cards and envelopes are provided. Individuals 

who select this event will be responsible to mail their letters and for postage); 

Signing Christmas cards to Military personnel. Cards provided along with mailing. 

d) Making hats/caps from yarn using a special loom (Items to bring are: Knifty Knitter round loom set or a classic 

knit hat loom. Kit is available at Walmart or Hobby Lobby. The committee plans to use the round looms as sold in 

a kit (large or small). Individuals can bring yarn or yarn and instructions will be provided. 
 

 Gifts from the Heart Ingathering will include:

a) Mercy/Health Kits - includes: 

o one wash cloth 
o one bath towel 
o one bar of soap 
o toothbrush and toothpaste 
o one comb 
o small package Kleenex 
o six Band-Aids 
o (and stick deodorant optional) 

 Wrap all the items in the bath towel and secure  
 with a cloth ribbon or a shoe string. Kit must  
 include all of the items to be a complete kit. 
b) New underwear and socks for men, women and 

children. 

c) Quilts - any size 

d) School Supplies - Place all items in a backpack, 

school bag or large plastic bag. School supplies 

list are all be included for a complete kit! 

o two or three spiral notebooks (any size) 
o two or more pencils 
o two or more pens 
o one pkg construction paper (10-15 sheets) 
o 6- to 24-count box crayons 
o one ruler 
o one protractor (optional) 
o two to four glue sticks 
o one blunt scissor 
o one package washable markers (6-10 count) 

e) Shampoo/conditioner (regular and travel size) 

 

 Ingathering for Host Zone Agencies include: paper towels, toilet paper, small boxes of Kleenex, trash bags, 

dish soap, baby diapers and baby wipes. 

Serve the Lord with Gladness! 

Janet Drake, VP Human Care 

Colleen Classen and Brenda Schmidt, Co-Chairman 

mailto:angmoore68@hotmail.com
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Nominees for 2018 Convention Ballot 
VICE PRESIDENT OF CHRISTIAN LIFE CANDIDATES 

Sandy Eickhoff 

Falls City Zone   
St. Paul, Falls City 
 

Local: LWML President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Christian Life Chair, Auditor, Human Care Chair; Altar Guild,  
Secretary/Treasurer, Sunday school  teacher, Midweek teacher, VBS 
teacher and craft leader, Preschool Board of Director 
Zone: President, Vice-President, Christian Life Chair and Assistant, Human Care 

Chair, attended many spring workshops and fall rallies, made banners to represent 
zone at District conventions 
District: Christian Life Committee Chair (4 years); Nominating Committee (2 years); 

attended many conventions and retreats; served as delegate several times and lead 
several servant events 
National: Attended five national conventions; delegate to the Portland convention 
Community Activities: Served as tutor for the community learning center for several 

years and have done demonstrations and judging for 4-H 
Employment/Education interests: BSE in Home Economics; taught six years at the 

junior high/middle school level. Then retired to serve as a farm aid and bookkeeper 
(farmer’s wife)  
LWML Mission Vision: I see LWML as a wonderful organization to fulfill the physical, 

emotional and most important the spiritual needs of people here and around the world. 
I intend to be a servant through LWML wherever I can. Through LWML I gained a 
passion for human care. After hearing Pastor Reehl speak at retreat, sharing that 
infants in Russian orphanages were sometimes allowed only one diaper per day, I 
went to my sewing machine to make 200+ flannel diapers. I then also made the 
Mission/Vision trip to Russian and the Baltics. Seeing the needs with your own eyes 
really touched one’s heart. I have recently been touched to make a special quilt for a 
gal who lives in an orphanage in Latvia. She will never be able to take care of herself, 
but she will always be able to be wrapped in love. 

Carol Spiehs 

Grand Island Zone  
Zion, St. Libory (Worms) 
 

Local: Current society 

president, past Treasurer 
and Human Care; 
assistant Sunday school superintendent, 
assist with offering counting and recording 
Zone: Current Co-chairman Christian Life; 

past Treasurer 
District: Attended District conventions 
Community Activities: Zion (Worms) 

delegate for Heartland Lutheran; platelet 
and blood donor 
Employment/Education interests: 

Principal Financial Group (32 years) 
LWML Mission Vision: To support and 

encourage women to be in the Word and 
use their individual gifts in missions. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS CANDIDATES 

Shawn Burkhardt 

Grand Island Zone 
Christ, St. Paul 
 

Local: Active in LWML, 

past society Treasurer, 
Fellowship board 
member, helped with VBS, past  
Education Board member 
Zone: Historian (current Grand Island), 

attended rallies and workshops 
District: Attended District retreats and 

conventions 
National: Attended two national 

conventions, served as delegate for one 
Community Activities: Local food 

pantry volunteer 
Employment: Howard County Deputy 

County Clerk 
LWML Mission Vision: My LWML 

mission vision is to use the gifts God has 
given me to serve others. 

Cassandra Tomsen  

Hastings Zone 
St. Paul, Minden 
 

Local: Organist (29 years), Sunday school music director, Sunday 

school & VBS leader, LWML Secretary and Circle Chairwoman 
Zone: Secretary, speaker, and comedic interrupter.  
District: VP of Communication, Special Gifts Chairman, Webmaster, The ECHO 

distributor, Bus Coordinator to Des Moines, compiled the convention manual since 
2012, assist with the printing and assembling of the retreat manuals; Audio/Visual 
volunteer at conventions 
National: Attended national conventions in Tampa (as a district YWR), Peoria, and Des 

Moines. I was humbled to be the Nebraska South Unsung Hero at 2015 Des Moines 
convention. 
Community Activities: Kearney County Ag Society (fair board) Secretary/Treasurer, 

Minden Community Players Treasurer, Minden Chamber of Commerce volunteer and 
past president, Minden Booster Club, Minden Rotary Club member and past president 
Employment: Bank Information Technology Officer and Securities Manager 
LWML Mission Vision: As a mother with children ranging in ages from 17-2, I want to 

see the LWML be more available and accommodating for ALL women.  I truly believe 
every woman longs for and needs the peace only our Lord can provide. I desire to see 
the LWML help fill that void. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT OF HUMAN CARE CANDIDATES 

Debbie Rasberry  

Hastings Zone 
St. Paul, Kenesaw 
 

Local: LWML President and Vice President, delegate to District convention, volunteer church 

secretary, member of Board of Evangelism/Stewardship and adult Bible  class 
Zone: LWML President and Vice-President. attended most rallies and workshops. delegate to District Convention 
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2019 Retreat Committee 

(l to r) Marcia Holtz, Jan Beck, Elaine Nelson and 

Deanna Feddern; Not pictured is Angie Becker. 

VICE PRESIDENT OF HUMAN CARE CANDIDATES…CONTINUED 

Debbie Rasberry  (continued) 
 
District: 2014 Convention Committee member, zone 

convention delegate, attended conventions, retreats and 
workshops 
National: First-time attendee to 2007 National Convention 

(Sioux Falls) and have attended every convention since, 
zone delegate to 2011 National Convention (Peoria) 
Community Activities: Kenesaw for Crossroads 

committee 
Employment/Education: BS nursing from UNMC at 

Kearney, RN at ophthalmology clinic and Hastings Laser 
& Eye Surgery Clinic 

LWML Mission Vision: We are the body of Christ made 

in His image. We, the women of the LWML, are to be His 
eyes, ears, hands and feet, to use our God-given gifts, 
talents and resources in His service to be a blessing to 
our neighbors. 

Randi Warneke  

Hastings Zone 
Zion, Hastings 
 

Local: 2017 LWML President and past 

Secretary/Treasurer, Sunday school teacher, VBS 
director/teacher, Youth group leader, Altar Guild 
Zone: LWML Hastings and McCook Zones Secretary, attended rallies 

and workshops 
District: Attended District conventions 
Employment/Education: Licensed Social Worker, employed with 

Grand Island Veterans Administration; BA from Concordia University-
Seward and Masters of Social Work from California State University-
Long Beach 

LWML Mission Vision: To come along side women of all ages as we 

have opportunity to hear God's precious message of love and 
forgiveness. Then work along side women of all ages to "serve the 
Lord with gladness." 

 

VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCIAL SECRETARY CANDIDATES 

Marilyn Bader 

Grand Island Zone  
Zion, St. Libory (Worms) 
 

Local: church organist (60 years); chairman of Zion’s 125th Anniversary, Bible 

study leader, Altar Guild, Banner Committee; LWML President, Secretary, 
Christian Growth chairman, historian, and instrumental in organizing our 
society 
Zone: President (4 times), Vice President, Mission Service Chairman, 

facilitator for Effective Society Planning, facilitator for You Are God’s Gift 
District: VP of Christian Life, Retreat Coordinator, Human Care Committee Chairman, VP for 

Mission Education, The ECHO editor, Nominating Committee, Committee for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired; bus activity leader to three national LWML conventions 
National: Attended Assembly of Leaders and 11 conventions, helped at two ingatherings 
Community Activities: Public speaking on “Angels,” past treasurer on consortium for the HIS 

Ministry at Cristo Cordero de Dios in Grand Island, Farmers Union member, help sort and pack 
clothes for Orphan Grain Train 
Employment/Education/Interests: Helped with irrigating, windrowing, and working cattle on 

the farm; kept our farm operation books (45 years), nursing home activity director (8 years); 
taught school (8 years, 3 years in a Lutheran school), helped church financial secretary 
(15 years). Attended St. John’s College, Winfield, KS; BS degree in education from Concordia 
Teachers College-Seward, post graduate work at UNL. Interests include attending Bible 
studies; my six grandchildren and attending the activities of the school-age ones; my four 
great-grandchildren; music; writing Bible studies; photography; public speaking; and LWML is a 
love of my life. 
LWML Mission Vision: My vision for the LWML is that every woman, young and old, of the 

LCMS would be made aware of the LWML mission and make it a part of her personal life. This 
would include Bible study either in a group or individually, prayer chain/partner, contributing 
mites, attending LWML retreats, conventions, or special seminars, reaching out to those in 
need and most of all being prepared to share the Good News and the love of God to all with 
whom they come in contact. 

MaryBeth 
Sanchez  

Ogallala Zone 
St. John, Brule 
 

Local: LWML 

President, Altar 
Guild, organist, decorating 
chairman, choir 
Zone: past Treasurer 
Community Activities: Lions 

Club cook, Adoptive Grandparent 
(South Platte High School) 
Employment: Retired as 

manager of event center 
LWML Mission Vision: Through 

faith and love to serve with 
gladness with my heart, hands 
and voice to those in need. 

 

RENEW - REFRESH - RETREAT 

Greetings from the 2019 Retreat Committee! Elaine Nelson 

(Grand Island) and Marcia Holtz (Kearney) have agreed to be Co-

chairmen, Deanna Feddern (York) is Secretary and Jan Beck 

(Lincoln) is Treasurer/Registrar. 

Please put September 20 and 21, 2019 on your calendar for the 

next retreat. More information will be coming soon. We are looking for 

more volunteers to be on the committee so if interested, contact 

Marcia at (308) 320-1483 or holtz7747@msn.com. 
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PASTORAL COUNSELOR CANDIDATES 

Rev. Michael Neidow 

York Zone 
Emmanuel, York 
 

Congregations Served: St. Paul, Fulton, MO; 

Messiah, Lincoln; Emmanuel, York 
Seminary: St. Louis, 1984 Graduate 
Zone: Zone Counselor (Columbia, MO) 
District: District Counselor (Nebraska South), Youth Board, 

Nebraska District Scholarship Committee 
Community Activities: Meals on Wheels; Ministerial Alliance 

of York member and chairman 
LWML Mission Vision: To glorify God by sharing Jesus in 

word and actions throughout the world, being His instruments, 
so that many may believe and be saved. 

Rev. Keith B. Wellman 

McCook Zone 
St. Paul, Wauneta 
 

Congregations Served: Bethlehem/Grace, 

Milbank/Wilmot, SD; Grace, Lexington, MO; 
Our Savior/Grace, Bingen/Klickitat, WA; 
St. Paul, Wauneta 
Seminary: St. Louis, 1974  Graduate 
Zone: Concordia, MO Zone Counselor; Mid-Columbia, OR Zone 

Counselor; McCook Zone Counselor 
District: Circuit Visitor, Synodical pastoral delegate nine times 
Community Activities: Mercy Meals in SW, NE;     Rails to 

Trails in Washington 
LWML Mission Vision: Full support 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CANDIDATES 

JoAnn Bradley 

Ogallala Zone 
St. Paul, Ogallala 
 

Local: LWML President, VP Christian Life, 

Secretary 
Zone: Zone President (PSD), Secretary, 

Christian Life 
District: President, VP of Christian Life, Nominating 

Committee (all in PSD) 
National: Christian Life Resources Committee 
Community Activities: Science Fair judge, Quilt Guild 

Executive Committee 
Employment: 30 years as Lutheran teacher, Alteration 

business for 8 years, Early Childhood Certificate 
LWML Mission Vision: We are all called to mission 

ministry. Each member needs to explore and experience 
their spiritual gifts. Mission life is everywhere. I pray that 
God uses me to help each woman grow in and use their 
gifts. 

Linda Fees    

Kearney Zone 
Grace, Sumner 
 

Local: LWML President, Treasurer, Human Care; 

Sunday school teacher and superintendent, 
Confirmation teacher, church organist 
Zone: President, Treasurer, VP of Human Care 
District: President, Convention Committee Chairman, VP of Human 

Care, Assembly of Leaders presenter, Special Gifts Chairman 
National: Nominating Committee, Board of Directors, Mission 

Servants Committee Chairman, attended 11 national conventions, 
Human Care Committee 
Community Activities: 4-H leader, platelet donor 
Employment/Education: Farmer/rancher, substitute teacher; 

Education from Concordia University-Seward 
LWML Mission Vision: My vision for the LWML (and for me 

personally) is to serve the Lord with gladness as servant leaders and 
missionaries in our homes, local neighborhoods and global 
communities. 

Anita Harms  

Deshler Zone 
St. Peter, Deshler 
 

Local: LWML President, Vice President, Secretary, Christian Life; church organist, choir, Bible study, Antioch 

Committee, Survey Committee, 125th Church Anniversary Committee, LCEF Advocate 
Zone: President, Vice President, Christian Life, Leader Development, delegate to National convention (Ames) 
District: Human Care VP, Christian Life VP (half term) Nominating Committee, Convention Chairman, attended 

District conventions and retreats, Assembly of Leaders presenter at zone and District meetings 
National: Attended Omaha, Ames, Oklahoma City, Sioux Falls, Des Moines and Albuquerque conventions; attended Assembly of 

Leaders 
Community Activities: Play piano for hymn singing at Parkview Haven Nursing Home and Meadowlark Heights Assisted Living 

twice a month, Deshler School District Foundation Board secretary (current) and Board member (12 years) 
Employment: Retired Special Ed para and substitute for Deshler Public School, Delta Kappa Gamma education organization 

member, Haiti Lutheran Mission Society (USA) Board of Directors secretary 
LWML Mission Vision: That every woman in our church, community and world would know Christ's love and salvation and would 

in turn show that same love to all people. 
 

 Here is the convention logo for the 38
th

 Biennial LWML Convention. The theme for the convention is: “In 

Praise to the LORD!” The logo and convention theme are based on, Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his 

salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23–24a). To declare His glory 

among the nations is the heart of who we are as Lutheran Women in Mission. Guided by the Holy Spirit and 

God’s marvelous works, we will be equipped in 2019 at Mobile, Alabama to tell of His salvation from day to 

day. The cross and the heart mark the work of Christ Jesus to all the earth and lead us in praise to the Lord. 

The convention is Thursday, June 20–Sunday, June 23, 2019, at the Mobile Convention Center in Mobile.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE CANDIDATES…CONTINUED  

Vickie Hegeholz    

Seward Zone  
Our Redeemer, Staplehurst 
 

Local: Church Financial Secretary, Sunday school and VBS teacher, Youth Group helper; VBS ceramic nativity 

craft leader (22 years), past Our Redeemer School volleyball coach, librarian and organized concessions for ball 
games. School Auxiliary member, president, treasurer and annual soup supper chairman. LWML Treasurer, VP Human Care and 
President; LWML Lenten Supper and LWML Sunday Brunch chair. As Human Care organized projects to assemble hygiene and 
school kits, to make tie blankets and Confirmation banners; Society delegate for District Convention 
Zone: Secretary, Second Vice President (and Human Care duties), President (four years) and delegate to national Convention (Des 

Moines); currently First Vice President (and working on Zone By-laws) 
District: Seward Zone delegate to 2014 and 2016 District conventions; Chairman of 2016 District Convention, currently registrar for 

joint North/South 2018 Seek and Serve Day  
National: attended Des Moines and Albuquerque conventions; delegate at Des Moines convention as Seward Zone President 
Community Activities: Staplehurst Ball Committee treasurer (1980’s), helped coach softball; past member of Staplehurst 

Community Club, helped organize Thrivent benefits; support and help local church/school projects for community outreach 
Employment: Tenneco Automotive-Seward (1975-1991); took time off to raise our daughter and son. When children were in 

school, helped on the farm during spring planting and fall harvest. Currently at Memorial Health Care System–Seward Hospital 
(billing department) 
LWML Mission Vision: It all begins with building relationships with the women in our pews. One thing I love about the LWML is 

there are so many ways to use our God-given talents. Through Bible studies, mission projects and the mites we save for missions. 
It's wonderful to hear from missionaries as they tell their stories of how they reach people all around the world. So let’s a ll 
encourage and find ways to get the women in our pews to join us so they too can “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” 

Doreen Mohr        

McCook Zone 
Zion, Imperial 
 

Local: LWML 

President, choir, bell 
choir, accompanist 
Zone: President, VP of 

Christian Life. Secretary 
District: Retreat Committee member 

and Co-Chairman, delegate 
National: Delegate 
Employment: Retired 
LWML Mission Vision: Encourage 

young women to be a part of this 
awesome organization 

Jennifer Wolff        

Holdrege Zone 
Our Redeemer, Elwood 
 

Local: LWML Secretary (Kansas) and Treasurer (Nebraska); Worship 

Committee, Education Committee, Midweek and VBS teacher, women’s 
Bible study leader 
Zone: President, President-elect 
District: 2018 Convention Chairman (Nebraska South); Mission Projects Committee Chair, 

VP Mission Projects and Planner (Kansas) 
National: MMV (Mission Ministry Vision) consultant 
Community Activities: Teammates Board member 
Employment: Director/Teacher Little Lambs Preschool (currently); past Special Education 

teacher, middle school history teacher 
LWML Mission Vision: LWML supports each LCMS woman in her relationships with our 

God through His Word, fellowship and opportunities for service as we work together to 
extend His kingdom. 

 

Let Your Faith be Contagious! 

 This year the flu season has been spreading. No one wants to be sick with the flu, however, 

germs do spread. Have you ever thought about God’s Word? This is something we want to spread 

and it does not cause sickness, it brings life and salvation to all.  It’s great to spread His Word. 

How? Through our actions, prayers, worship and going to church, sharing Mustard Seed devotions, 

through Bible studies, and sharing God’s love with everyone and giving that word of encouragement 

to those who need God’s love and mercy. Continue living your Christian Life as others do notice and 

want to learn how to live as Christians. Let your faith be contagious with everyone you meet.  “I am not ashamed of the 

gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16a). 

We pray: Dear God, I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Help me proclaim the gift of His salvation in 

everything I do and say, in His Name, Amen. 

 Make plans now to attend the 2018 Nebraska South LWML District Convention under the theme “Daughters of 

the King—Sisters in Christ” on September 14-15 at the Younes Center in Kearney. Come and meet with others from 

across the state who share in the same faith as you. Come and renew friendships. Come and hear God’s Word and 

sing praises to Him. Come and see whom He will elect to be your new officers who will serve the District through 

LWML. Come and praise God. Let your faith be contagious! 

Carolyn Nelson 

VP of Christian Life   
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At the February Board of Directors’ meeting, Eileen 
(right) made a Mission Grant check presentation to 

Don Moeller (left), handler of Comfort Dogs 
Candace and Eddie; President Katy (center). 

Mission Grant Highlights 
 “You can make a difference by donating to the LWML Mission Goals. Our grants help spread 

the love of Jesus to the hurting, helpless and unbelieving people throughout the world.”  (LWML 

website) 

 The Ukrainian people were persecuted by the Soviet communist government for many years. 

Pastors were imprisoned and killed and Christian books were destroyed. But now God has opened 

doors for preaching, teaching and publishing the Gospel. The Ukrainian Lutheran Church has 

requested that the Lutheran Heritage Foundation provide 

books for children to be taught in churches and homes. 

Bible Stories in Pictures includes 96 Old and New 

Testament stories with full color illustrations and text from Scripture which has 

been translated into the Ukrainian language. My First Catechism uses stories 

of biblical characters with artwork to help children learn about the 

Commandments, Creed and Lord’s Prayer. Our mites are used to cover 

copyright costs, editors and reviewers, printing the books and distribution 

expenses. 

 Grand Island is a satellite training center for Comfort Dogs from Lutheran 

Church Charities. The dogs begin training at eight weeks of age and finish up 

in about a year. Our grant helps to supply the center with training equipment, 

dog food, and veterinarian expenses. Some of the dogs are placed with 

congregations and others with veterans. A new program is being implemented 

for dogs to be trained by recently released prisoners. Comfort Dogs recently went to console the victims of the 

shooting in Las Vegas. The dogs and their handlers visited hospitals, an emergency dispatch center, coroner’s office, 

firehouses, schools, vigils and other places and events. 

Eileen Zentner 

VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

 
 

What Am I Doing Here? 

 I peeked into the giant convention hall, my eight-month-old riding on my hip, and saw the room full of buzzing 

sewing machines, flying hands tying, crocheting, measuring, laughter and conversation. "Hey God, what am I doing 

here?" I thought. I knew nothing about the LWML!  

 But then, someone looked up from her quilt tying, smiled and said "Welcome! 

Is this your first time here?"  (Yes, it was that obvious!) She put her arm around me 

and helped me find a spot to tie quilts. I learned how to mark Bibles, the basics of 

how to crochet a floor mat out of plastic bags, and how much the ladies love the 

Doxology. But more than that, I learned of the love of my LWML sisters. It didn't 

matter if we were 15 or 50 years old. We were all Christ's hands in mission that 

day. This is what I believe marked my entry into the LWML. 

 Fast forward to this year, that baby is now four and we are gearing up for another district convention this fall. 

Maybe this time I will be the one who gets to stand up and say "Welcome!" to a new YWR. Perhaps it will be you that 

takes her under your wing! Seek out and encourage our YWRs and teens! They have unique views of the world and 

different perspectives on the changes happening in our world, and they could be the future faces of our LWML! 

 This year there will be a gathering on Friday night of convention for the YWRs and teens, and a luncheon on 

Saturday with President Katy and the National VP of Special Focus Ministries Kaye Wolff. What a great opportunity for 

them to learn about some of the workings of the LWML.  

 Now it's your turn! Ask the young women in your church to join you in serving the Lord with gladness. Offer them 

rides. Assure them that they can bring their babies, if they have them, and that they are NOT too young to make a 

difference. Serve our Lord with gladness and we'll see you in the fall.  

Rebecca Mau 
Leader Development Committee Member 



 Page 12 

Mark Your Calendar 

April 21, 2018 

 Seek & Serve Day (Columbus) 

Sept. 14-15, 2018 

 District Convention (Kearney) 

Sept. 20-21, 2019 

 District Retreat (location TBD) 

2016-2018 Mission Grants 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount PAID 

Shipments to Baltics-OGT  10,000 5,000 

Scholarships  30,000 20,750 

Mission Central  10,000     5,000 

At Ease-Veterans, Military  10,000    5,000 

COMFORT DOG SATELLITE TRAINING  5,000 5,000 

TRINITY/HOPE MEALS FOR HAITI  5,000 5,000 

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska  8,000 4,000 

TUITION ASSISTANCE-WINNEBAGO 

     PRESCHOOL  5,600 5,600 

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000 5,000 

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine  7,500 3,750 

NE DISTRICT ELEMENTARY & 

     SECONDARY TUITION ASSISTANCE  1,900 1,900 

YWR- LINCOLN LUTHERAN COMMUNITY  

     OUTREACH  2,000 2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000 $68,000 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for next ECHO May 1, 2018 

Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439 

Email:  echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org 

Know an LWML Church Worker 
Student? Reminder:  Scholarship 

Applications Due June 1 

Forms are available at District Web site 
www.lwmlnesouth.org 

 

See page 1 for more information 

Mark your calendar for your zone spring 

workshop! See page 2 for more details. 

Complete and send your  

Seek & Serve registration by April 6. 

See page 3 for more details.  
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