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Calls Me by My Name
  I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
  For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my needs and well provides me,
  Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.  (LSB 740 v. 1)

This simple hymn was a favorite of mine growing up. My mom, a Lutheran school teacher, taught it 
to her students for years. She impressed on us that memorizing God’s Word and hymn verses is a gift 
we could give ourselves. We may not always have our Bible (or hymnal) with us when we need to hear 
God’s message of love and comfort. As young parents, my husband and I used these words nightly as 
a lullaby for our children. Now that our kids are getting bigger and rocking them every night before 

bed would be a bit difficult (ages 21, 19, 17, 14, and 13), I realize how much the security of being God’s lamb means to me.
We know from Scripture that the Good Shepherd laid down His life for His sheep and that He would leave the 99 to find 

the one lost sheep. How often is that one lost sheep me? More often than I would like to admit. It is easy for many of us to 
wander off and get lost. We are lured away by having our homes clean and laundry done, or by our jobs and even our family 
obligations. Volunteering is a wonderful thing to do, but I confess that at times, I am overly involved with church, work, kid’s 
activities, and in those times I am not in the Word where I yearn to be.

It is at these times, the Lord finds ways to “call me by my name” back onto His path for me. Back to His Word. Back to 
talking with Him in prayer. It is my prayer that as we serve our Lord this spring -- with all the spring cleaning, garden planting 
and eventually weeding, going to ball games, and all the other activities that claim our time -- we would also hear the Shepherd 
call our names.

May our Lord guide you as He provides for you. He certainly knows our needs and will give us what we need. Be ready to use 
the gifts He gives to His glory and be sure that you take time to rest “where the quiet waters flow”.

Setting the Record Straight By now you have most likely heard about the LWML National Convention to be held June 22-
25, 2017 in Albuquerque, NM. You have heard thousands of women (and probably hundreds of men and children) will be 
attending. These participants will work on servant events, gather Gifts from the Heart, delegates will vote on our new mission 
grants and elected servants, and all will praise our Almighty Lord. But who goes to convention? Is it just for delegates and those 
who serve on the district board of directors? Is it just for women who have served at national?

Let me set the record straight. The convention is for all of you. Every 
LCMS woman is invited and encouraged to attend. Our district has been 
well represented at the past few conventions and it seems every year I meet 
people from our district that I haven’t met at district events. The LWML 
Nebraska South District would like to meet more Nebraska women! Spread 
the word, invite a friend and join us in Albuquerque as we praise Jesus 
Christ, above all!

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net
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2016-2018 Mission Grants
“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.”

 Amount PAID

Shipments to Baltics-OGT 10,000

Scholarships 30,000  10,000

Mission Central 10,000  

At Ease-Veterans, Military 10,000    

Comfort Dog Satellite Training 5,000  

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti 5,000 

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska 8,000   

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool 5,600    

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000  

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine 7,500   

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance 1,900  

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach 2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL             $105,000    $10,000
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Register for National Convention online 
or mail form found in Winter 2016 issue 
of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly (pages 
M and N). Early registration fee=$175 
(closes March 14); Regular registration 
fee=$195 (if postmarked after March 14); 
and $200 registration fee if postmarked/
faxed/emailed after May 10 … Register 
EARLY!



Come and join us – the ladies of LWML North and South 
Districts will spend the day in God’s Word, fellowship 
and service together. We will be led in Bible Study by 
Elaine Nelson and Jessica Feldman. We’ll make pajamas, 
developmental hearts and other items for Lutheran Family 
Services (counseling and foster care programs) and Bright 
Horizons – for women and children who have left their home 
because of domestic abuse.  Developmental hearts will be 
given to NICU’s in Nebraska – for parents to sleep with, so 
that they have their scent on them, and then are left with 
babies for comfort when the parents cannot be there.

Mission Petition 
Don’t wait until October 1. Celebrate LWML Sunday every week before and after our annual 

recognition! Why? How? It happens any time you pray the Lord’s Prayer.
Every week we pray, “Our Father who art in heaven… Thy kingdom come.”  Don’t kid yourself. 

You can’t do anything to make God’s kingdom come. This is God! He makes His own Kingdom 
come! Yet, He always invites us into the picture. With Martin Luther we ask, “How does God’s 
kingdom come?” Luther’s Small Catechism reminds us that God’s kingdom comes as the Holy Spirit 
is at work in our lives to believe His Word and live according to His Word.

So what does that have to do with the LWML? Each time you pray that petition of the Lord’s Prayer, 
you are asking that God would bring others into His kingdom and that He would use us to share that 

Kingdom. That’s evangelism. That’s witness. That’s mission! We are the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
The second request of the Lord’s Prayer is the “mission petition”!  As we believe God’s Word, speak His Word, and live that 

Word as His baptized children, people take notice and our prayer is that the Holy Spirit would lead them to believe in Jesus. 
By no means is our witness perfect. That’s why God’s kingdom comes without our effort. That’s why God’s kingdom, and the 
forgiving grace of Jesus, come to us and for us as well. May you be strengthened in your witness, and ask for just that as you 
pray the Lord’s Prayer.

It’s easy to let the words of the liturgy, any hymn, and even those of the Lord’s Prayer roll off your tongue without any 
thought. But there is meaning behind those words (which is why we use them). Now, each time you pray the Lord’s Prayer, my 
hope is the words jump off the page and make light bulbs flash in your mind. It’s perfect for the LWML. It’s perfect for any 
Christian. It’s all about witness, because the Second Petition is the “mission petition.”

In Christ alone,
Rev. Andrew B. Ratcliffe
Junior Counselor

NE South Banner Design for 
Albuquerque Convention

The selection for the NE South banner for national convention was made at the February 11 
District meeting. President Katy will carry the banner with the theme taken from Philippians 
2:9, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name.”

According to JoAnn Bradley from Ogallala, the design submitter, the design features Jesus’ 
cross rising above the convention on a hot air balloon. God’s creation is all around us as we 
celebrate in convention. The Holy Spirit guides each of the attendees in renewal, revival and 
regeneration. Colors will include a blue sky, white clouds, brown cross, green and red stripes 
on the balloon, and silvers, purples and brown in the mountains. The letters of the verse and 
reference will be in black.

Angela Moore
VP Media & Marketing
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In-Gathering Items:  Bring any of the items on the list (one or several)

Snack Bag items include: Juice Boxes (boxes or bags), Brown Paper 
Bags (lunch size bags), Zip top Snack Bags (to divide bulk items into 
individual servings), Animal Crackers (bulk containers), Fruit Cups 
– non-refrigerated type, Fruit Snacks – Individual packages, Goldfish 
Snacks (bulk containers), Granola Bars, Pudding Cups – non-refriger-
ated type, Plastic Spoons, Individual Candy – small candy bars, tootsie 
rolls, etc., Trail Mix. Cheese and Cracker packs (individual servings), 
Apple Sauce (individual servings), Fruit Loops (large boxes that can 
be divided into individual servings), Peanut butter and cracker snacks 
(individual servings), $5 (for purchase of undonated items to complete 
Snack bags) 
Hygiene Kits:  Bring complete kits in 2-gallon Ziploc bags. See Win-
ter 2016 issue of The ECHO for items included in the Boys or Girls 
Hygiene Kits!

Items to Bring:
• Sewing Machine
• Serger
• Scissors
• Sewing Pins
You do not need to be able to sew to 
come to event – there will be many 
non-sewing steps for participants.

If you are doing sewing ahead 
of time – save your scraps – or 
contact Crystal Miller for the 
Developmental Hearts pattern – 
email: ccmiller@unmc.edu

Order t-shirts online at:  
https://www.customink.
com/g/akv0-00aq-vhc1 
or send order form with 
payment to LaDonna 
Stanosheck (address above).

Registration Form
Date: April 22, 2017      Location:  Peace Lutheran Church – Grand Island

Times: 8:30-9:00 am – Registration, PPP time and 4:00 pm – Closing    Registration Fee: $15.00

Name:

Address:

District:         North         South  or Other (explain) 

Send Registration and payment to:  LaDonna Stanosheck, 701 N. Maple, Osmond, NE 68765
Make Checks payable to:  Nebraska North District LWML
Questions? Email:  lmstano@gmail.com

T-shirts - Cost:  $18.00  (order a t-shirt to remember the day and promote future service projects):

Size: ___ Small ___ Medium ___ Large ___ X-Large ___ XX-Large ___ XXX LargeHow Old is LWML?
“I will make thy name to be remembered in all generation; therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.” (Psalm 45:17)
On October 16, 1940, a temporary organization called “The Lutheran Woman’s League of Southern Nebraska District” was 

formed. The organizational meeting of “The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of the Southern Nebraska District” was held 
October 22, 1942, at Grand Island, NE. The name change from Southern Nebraska District to Nebraska District South occurred in 
1970.

On July 7-8, 1942, Synod-wide Lutheran Women’s Missionary League was organized at a meeting at St. Stephens Lutheran 
Church, Chicago, IL. Our district was represented by two delegates … who were the delegates? 

Hilda Vortman, District Archivist Historian
(You’ll find the answer elsewhere in your newsletter. This was taken from the Fall 1988 Quarterly Echo.)



District LWML Calendar
April 1, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. Peter’s, Hampton - EC Meeting
April 22, 2017 ...................................................................................................Peace, Grand Island - Pajama Prayer Party
June 10, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. John, Seward - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017 ..........................................................................Albuquerque, New Mexico - National LWML Convention
September 8. 2017 ............................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 ..................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat
September 14-15, 2018 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 20-23, 2019 .........................................................................................Mobile, Alabama - National LWML Convention
September 18-19, 2020 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 24-27, 2021 ................................................................................... Lexington, Kentucky - National LWML Convention
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Front l to r: Joan Schildt, Seward Zone assistant; Brianne Stahlecker, Seward 
Zone and Committee chair; Beverly Dutcher, Grand Island Zone; Debbie Rasberry, 
Hastings Zone  Back l to r: Brenda Bierman, Kearney Zone; Lori Leibbrandt, 
Holdrege Zone; Sherry Roehrs, Ogallala Zone; Rebecca Mau, York Zone

Front l to r:  Carolyn Nelson, Beatrice Zone; Shirley Meyer, Seward Zone; Judy 
Fritz, Falls City Zone; Heidi Crawford, Lincoln Zone; Marcia Holtz, Kearney 
Zone  Back l to r:  Jan Endorf, Beatrice Zone; Carol Spiehs, Grand Island 
Zone; Karyn Backkus, York Zone; Sheri Leising, Holdrege Zone; Molly Dixon, 
(Individual) Kearney Zone

Front l to r: Cindy Long, Kearney Zone; Rita Luebbe, Seward Zone; Norma 
Roland, Falls City Zone; Janet Drake, VP/Human Care  Back l to r:  Linda Gilson, 
Grand Island Zone; Brenda Schmidt, Deshler Zone; Joy Deterding, Holdrege 
Zone; Colleen Classen, York Zone; Carolyn Meyer, Deshler Zone

l to r: Kelly Mees, Beatrice Zone; Jan Huebner, Falls City Zone; Deanna 
Dowding, Seward Zone; Elinor Kuehner, Hastings Zone

Front l to r:  Ann Bosshamer, Kearney Zone; Anita Harms, Deshler Zone; 
Jeanne Krutz, Lincoln Zone; Fran Stewart, York Zone; Jennifer Wolff, Holdrege 
Zone; Phyllis Bach, McCook Zone  Back l to r:  Marilyn Bader, Grand Island 
Zone; Carlyn Koenig, Beatrice Zone; Vickie Hegeholz, Seward Zone; Linda 
Potter, Hastings Zone; Diana Armknecht, Ogallala Zone, Connie Rowland, Falls 
City Zone

l to r:  Rev. Brian Francik, Sr Pastoral Counselor & Deshler Zone; Rev. Andrew 
Ratcliffe, Jr Pastoral Counselor & Seward Zone; Rev. Rob Kuefner, Kearney 
Zone; Rev. Brett Hinrichs, Holdrege Zone; Rev. Clint Poppe, Lincoln Zone; Rev. 
Matt Mau, York Zone

Leader Development Committee Christian Life Committee

Archivists

Zone Pastoral Counselors

Human Care Committee

Zone Presidents

DISTRICT SUB-COMMITTEES – 2016-2018 Meet Your YWRs to 2017 National Convention
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). These words were shared by 
Megan, but are words both Megan and Stephanie live by as they serve their respective 
churches and communities. The Nebraska South District once again has two wonderful 
young women to represent the district as YWRs at the 2017 National Convention in 
Albuquerque. Both of these young women were YWRs at the district convention this last 
year.

Megan Outhet is a veterinary technician and member of St. John’s in Waco. As she said 
of her experience as a YWR in September, “This taught me that LWML was much more 
than just a group of Christian women that got together and quilted on a monthly basis.” 
Megan looks forward to learning about how to serve God and others with the talents and 
gifts she has. She wants to learn from the generations before her and how to teach the 
future generations.

Stephanie Simpson is the secretary and bookkeeper at the local high school and member 
of St. Paul’s in Falls City. She enjoys teaching VBS and Sunday school at her church as well 
as being involved in the LWML group, choir, and the Board of Education. As it said in 
her letter of recommendation, “She beams with love and joy and is willing to step in and 
help in any activities of the church.” She is very excited about her first national convention 
experience.

Please pray for these YWRs, along with the YWRs from other districts, as they prepare to 
attend convention in New Mexico. And look for these two young ladies in Albuquerque. 
When you do see them, encourage them and give them a hearty hello from their district!

Brianne Stahlecker
Leader Development Chair

Nominating Committee Seeks Candidates
The 2016 Convention has come and gone, leaving us with many good 

memories and looking forward to the next one. Preparations now begin for the 
2018 Convention and the Nominating Committee asks you to use the gifts you 
have been blessed with to “Serve the Lord With Gladness.” We pray you are 
willing to serve the LWML with your abilities and talents.

Our first priority is to seek Pastoral Counselor nominees. They must be serving 
in the parish ministry within the LWML district and have previously served as 
an LWML zone counselor. Contact your zone president with suggestions from 
your zone. She will have the forms for the pastors to complete. The deadline for 
nominations is March 25, 2017.

Also we are looking for nominees for VP of Christian Life, VP of 
Communications, VP of Human Care, and Financial Secretary by August 25, 
2017. Contact your zone president if you would be willing to submit your name. 
Please prayerfully consider serving in these positions.

If you need information or have questions, feel free to contact a member of 
the Nominating Committee: Pat Moss at plmoss@charter.net, Betty Noffke at 
noffke@hamilton.net or Marcia Swan at meswan@gpcom.net.

Nominating Committee
Pat Moss, Betty Noffke, Marcia Swan

LWML Churchworker 
Scholarship Applications 

Due June 1
Now is the time to encourage 
students in the Nebraska 
South District who are 
studying to become full-time 
churchworkers to apply for 
LWML Scholarships for the 
2017-2018 school year. Forms 
may be obtained online at 
www.lwmlnesouth.org. The June 
1 deadline is firm.
Questions? Contact Angie 
Ratcliffe at pastorandangie.
ratcliffe@gmail.com or 208-
369-7774.
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Albuquerque...
Here We Come! 

The coach is filled with 56 convention attendees and three people on the 
waiting list! Following is important information for those confirmed riders: 

• The hotel we are staying at will be determined by National LWML.
• As the time gets closer, a letter will be sent informing each rider about pick-up time and location, and also 

roommate assignments.
• The first night (June 21) traveling to convention, we will stay in Pueblo, CO, and coming home (June 25) 

in Colorado Springs, CO.
• Sunday (June 25) noon meal: a boxed lunch can be ordered (through convention registration) or pick from a 

convention vendor and we will eat on the coach.
• Attendees interested in participating in choir practice or who have registered for servant events, we are not 

going to arrive in time.
    To do a second coach at least 30 confirmed people are needed just to meet expenses. If still interested, contact 
Pauline immediately. 
    For more information or to ask who you are rooming with, call Pauline. 
Pauline Niederklein
Bus Coordinator (phone 402-446-7467)

Special Gift Fund Recipients Approved
The following three applications for funding were received and approved at the February 11 District Board meeting.

1. Kelli Niemeier from Concordia University, Seward. She asked for funding for a trip for health and wellness of a rural community 
in Guatemala. Students, a Concordia professor and two physicians are part of this global health mission. The trip takes place 
March 2-9, 2017.

2. Julie Keeley is the Senior Teens Youth Director at Peace, Grand Island. The youth are planning a trip to inner-city Denver, CO. 
They will collaborate with a congregation in one of the lowest income communities of Denver to lead programs and serve meals. 
This will be a real learning experience for the group.

3. District President Katy Gifford requested funding to help with some of the costs for zone delegates attending convention in 
Albuquerque.

Linda Potter
Special Gifts Fund Chair

Mission Grants Update
Money was sent for second semester to the students who received scholarships as part of our 2016-18 Mission 

Grants. These future churchworkers attend LCMS colleges and seminaries. The scholarships give the students 
financial support as they study for service in the church. These funds were held over in the scholarship account.

Our next goal will be to contribute $10,000 to Orphan Grain Train to spread the Gospel and send needed 
supplies to people in need in the Baltic States. OGT ships needed supplies to people in prisons, orphanages, and 
others in need. To find out more about what OGT is doing, visit their website at www.ogt.org or check their 
Facebook page. Share what you learn with your society and congregation, and remember OGT volunteers and the 
people in the Baltics in your prayers. 

Eileen Zentner
VP Gospel Outreach

Speaker List Update
When I think of our local LWML societies in our 

Nebraska South District, this passage comes to mind: “I 
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 
of God that was given you in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 
1:4). The Lord is glorified through the mites, witnessing, 
service, and sharing in each one of our societies.

In this New Year, we look to the next biennium with new 
mission projects, new leaders, and a new mite goal. In the 
upcoming months, I would like to update our “speaker’s 
list” too! If you have suggestions or input, please contact 
me at sherrysue56@gmail.com. I look forward to making 
new friendships and rekindling old acquaintances, as we 
continue the Lord’s work through the LWML.

Sherry Burger
VP of Servant Resources

“Gifts from the Heart” for Albuquerque
Are you going to Albuquerque in June? I am so excited to hear that the bus is full of attendees from LWML NE South! 

Awesome!
I will also be in Albuquerque in the role of Mission Servants Committee Chairman … which means that I am in charge 

of the collection, counting and distribution of the Gifts from the Heart (GFTH) items that people will bring! I take the 
opportunity now to talk about two things:

#1.  To ask for help with the GFTH in Albuquerque. If you are willing and able to help with the 
GFTH, please contact me and we will joyfully put you to work!

#2.  To tell you where to find information about what items are requested for the GFTH! 
Check the district website (www.lwmlnesouth.
org); Summary list below.

Please contact me and I will be happy to answer 
any/all questions. I am excited to see many of you 
in Albuquerque! God bless you as you serve the 
Lord with gladness. 

Your sister in Christ,
Linda Fees
Mission Servants Committee Chairman for National Convention – Albuquerque
kfees@kearney.net 
308-457-3303 (h) or 308-627-6143 (c)

2017 Gifts from the Heart - 
Albuquerque SUMMARY

Recipients are:  Albuquerque Christian 
Children, Care Net, Lutheran World 
Relief, and Ysleta Lutheran Mission 
GFTH Items are:  Twin-sized Sheet 
Sets, Quilts (60” x 80” recommended), 
New Baby Kit (or individual items 
from kit), School Kits (or individual 
items from kit), Health Kits, Children’s 
Underwear, Wal-Mart Gift Cards

“Make Plans 
to Celebrate 

With Us” 
The District Fall Retreat is 

September 8-10, 2017 at the Hotel 
Grand, Grand Island. Based on Joshua 24:15b “as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord”, the theme “A Life of Service - Through All 
Generations” will help us celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the LWML.

Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser, two National LWML 
presidents from Nebraska who served back-to-back terms, are the 
keynote speakers following the Saturday night banquet.

Tentative schedule for Friday evening (Sept. 8) is devotion and prayer 
service, craft project, ice-breaker games, fellowship time, songs and 
closing devotions; Saturday (Sept. 9) is Bible study, workshops. past-
presidents’ luncheon, service projects, crafts, free time, private prayer 
time, evening banquet and 75th celebration; and Sunday morning 
(Sept. 10) is songs and devotion, worship with Communion.

Go to the district website (www.lwmlnesouth.org) for more details. 
Registration form to be included in the summer issue of “The ECHO”.

Lisa Paul, Chair
2017 Retreat

2016-2018 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering 
gifts are to be given to “Dormitories in Togo” 
through Mission Central Adoption Agreement 
with Gary Thies

2016-2018 Service of Praise & Thanksgiving 
offerings are to be given to “KNGN Enhancement 
and Upkeep Project” (convention mission grant 
request not filled)

How Old is LWML?
Answer:   Mrs. C. H. Riggert of Seward and Mrs. Raymond Roehrkasse of Grand Island.
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GFTH Items are:  Twin-sized Sheet 
Sets, Quilts (60” x 80” recommended), 
New Baby Kit (or individual items 
from kit), School Kits (or individual 
items from kit), Health Kits, Children’s 
Underwear, Wal-Mart Gift Cards

“Make Plans 
to Celebrate 

With Us” 
The District Fall Retreat is 

September 8-10, 2017 at the Hotel 
Grand, Grand Island. Based on Joshua 24:15b “as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord”, the theme “A Life of Service - Through All 
Generations” will help us celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the LWML.

Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser, two National LWML 
presidents from Nebraska who served back-to-back terms, are the 
keynote speakers following the Saturday night banquet.

Tentative schedule for Friday evening (Sept. 8) is devotion and prayer 
service, craft project, ice-breaker games, fellowship time, songs and 
closing devotions; Saturday (Sept. 9) is Bible study, workshops. past-
presidents’ luncheon, service projects, crafts, free time, private prayer 
time, evening banquet and 75th celebration; and Sunday morning 
(Sept. 10) is songs and devotion, worship with Communion.

Go to the district website (www.lwmlnesouth.org) for more details. 
Registration form to be included in the summer issue of “The ECHO”.

Lisa Paul, Chair
2017 Retreat

2016-2018 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering 
gifts are to be given to “Dormitories in Togo” 
through Mission Central Adoption Agreement 
with Gary Thies

2016-2018 Service of Praise & Thanksgiving 
offerings are to be given to “KNGN Enhancement 
and Upkeep Project” (convention mission grant 
request not filled)

How Old is LWML?
Answer:   Mrs. C. H. Riggert of Seward and Mrs. Raymond Roehrkasse of Grand Island.



District LWML Calendar
April 1, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. Peter’s, Hampton - EC Meeting
April 22, 2017 ...................................................................................................Peace, Grand Island - Pajama Prayer Party
June 10, 2017 ...................................................................................................................St. John, Seward - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017 ..........................................................................Albuquerque, New Mexico - National LWML Convention
September 8. 2017 ............................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 ..................................................................................... Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat
September 14-15, 2018 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 20-23, 2019 .........................................................................................Mobile, Alabama - National LWML Convention
September 18-19, 2020 .............................................................Younes Convention Center, Kearney - District Convention
June 24-27, 2021 ................................................................................... Lexington, Kentucky - National LWML Convention
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Front l to r: Joan Schildt, Seward Zone assistant; Brianne Stahlecker, Seward 
Zone and Committee chair; Beverly Dutcher, Grand Island Zone; Debbie Rasberry, 
Hastings Zone  Back l to r: Brenda Bierman, Kearney Zone; Lori Leibbrandt, 
Holdrege Zone; Sherry Roehrs, Ogallala Zone; Rebecca Mau, York Zone

Front l to r:  Carolyn Nelson, Beatrice Zone; Shirley Meyer, Seward Zone; Judy 
Fritz, Falls City Zone; Heidi Crawford, Lincoln Zone; Marcia Holtz, Kearney 
Zone  Back l to r:  Jan Endorf, Beatrice Zone; Carol Spiehs, Grand Island 
Zone; Karyn Backkus, York Zone; Sheri Leising, Holdrege Zone; Molly Dixon, 
(Individual) Kearney Zone

Front l to r: Cindy Long, Kearney Zone; Rita Luebbe, Seward Zone; Norma 
Roland, Falls City Zone; Janet Drake, VP/Human Care  Back l to r:  Linda Gilson, 
Grand Island Zone; Brenda Schmidt, Deshler Zone; Joy Deterding, Holdrege 
Zone; Colleen Classen, York Zone; Carolyn Meyer, Deshler Zone

l to r: Kelly Mees, Beatrice Zone; Jan Huebner, Falls City Zone; Deanna 
Dowding, Seward Zone; Elinor Kuehner, Hastings Zone

Front l to r:  Ann Bosshamer, Kearney Zone; Anita Harms, Deshler Zone; 
Jeanne Krutz, Lincoln Zone; Fran Stewart, York Zone; Jennifer Wolff, Holdrege 
Zone; Phyllis Bach, McCook Zone  Back l to r:  Marilyn Bader, Grand Island 
Zone; Carlyn Koenig, Beatrice Zone; Vickie Hegeholz, Seward Zone; Linda 
Potter, Hastings Zone; Diana Armknecht, Ogallala Zone, Connie Rowland, Falls 
City Zone

l to r:  Rev. Brian Francik, Sr Pastoral Counselor & Deshler Zone; Rev. Andrew 
Ratcliffe, Jr Pastoral Counselor & Seward Zone; Rev. Rob Kuefner, Kearney 
Zone; Rev. Brett Hinrichs, Holdrege Zone; Rev. Clint Poppe, Lincoln Zone; Rev. 
Matt Mau, York Zone

Leader Development Committee Christian Life Committee

Archivists

Zone Pastoral Counselors

Human Care Committee

Zone Presidents

DISTRICT SUB-COMMITTEES – 2016-2018 Meet Your YWRs to 2017 National Convention
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms” (1 Peter 4:10). These words were shared by 
Megan, but are words both Megan and Stephanie live by as they serve their respective 
churches and communities. The Nebraska South District once again has two wonderful 
young women to represent the district as YWRs at the 2017 National Convention in 
Albuquerque. Both of these young women were YWRs at the district convention this last 
year.

Megan Outhet is a veterinary technician and member of St. John’s in Waco. As she said 
of her experience as a YWR in September, “This taught me that LWML was much more 
than just a group of Christian women that got together and quilted on a monthly basis.” 
Megan looks forward to learning about how to serve God and others with the talents and 
gifts she has. She wants to learn from the generations before her and how to teach the 
future generations.

Stephanie Simpson is the secretary and bookkeeper at the local high school and member 
of St. Paul’s in Falls City. She enjoys teaching VBS and Sunday school at her church as well 
as being involved in the LWML group, choir, and the Board of Education. As it said in 
her letter of recommendation, “She beams with love and joy and is willing to step in and 
help in any activities of the church.” She is very excited about her first national convention 
experience.

Please pray for these YWRs, along with the YWRs from other districts, as they prepare to 
attend convention in New Mexico. And look for these two young ladies in Albuquerque. 
When you do see them, encourage them and give them a hearty hello from their district!

Brianne Stahlecker
Leader Development Chair

Nominating Committee Seeks Candidates
The 2016 Convention has come and gone, leaving us with many good 

memories and looking forward to the next one. Preparations now begin for the 
2018 Convention and the Nominating Committee asks you to use the gifts you 
have been blessed with to “Serve the Lord With Gladness.” We pray you are 
willing to serve the LWML with your abilities and talents.

Our first priority is to seek Pastoral Counselor nominees. They must be serving 
in the parish ministry within the LWML district and have previously served as 
an LWML zone counselor. Contact your zone president with suggestions from 
your zone. She will have the forms for the pastors to complete. The deadline for 
nominations is March 25, 2017.

Also we are looking for nominees for VP of Christian Life, VP of 
Communications, VP of Human Care, and Financial Secretary by August 25, 
2017. Contact your zone president if you would be willing to submit your name. 
Please prayerfully consider serving in these positions.

If you need information or have questions, feel free to contact a member of 
the Nominating Committee: Pat Moss at plmoss@charter.net, Betty Noffke at 
noffke@hamilton.net or Marcia Swan at meswan@gpcom.net.

Nominating Committee
Pat Moss, Betty Noffke, Marcia Swan

LWML Churchworker 
Scholarship Applications 

Due June 1
Now is the time to encourage 
students in the Nebraska 
South District who are 
studying to become full-time 
churchworkers to apply for 
LWML Scholarships for the 
2017-2018 school year. Forms 
may be obtained online at 
www.lwmlnesouth.org. The June 
1 deadline is firm.
Questions? Contact Angie 
Ratcliffe at pastorandangie.
ratcliffe@gmail.com or 208-
369-7774.



Come and join us – the ladies of LWML North and South 
Districts will spend the day in God’s Word, fellowship 
and service together. We will be led in Bible Study by 
Elaine Nelson and Jessica Feldman. We’ll make pajamas, 
developmental hearts and other items for Lutheran Family 
Services (counseling and foster care programs) and Bright 
Horizons – for women and children who have left their home 
because of domestic abuse.  Developmental hearts will be 
given to NICU’s in Nebraska – for parents to sleep with, so 
that they have their scent on them, and then are left with 
babies for comfort when the parents cannot be there.

Mission Petition 
Don’t wait until October 1. Celebrate LWML Sunday every week before and after our annual 

recognition! Why? How? It happens any time you pray the Lord’s Prayer.
Every week we pray, “Our Father who art in heaven… Thy kingdom come.”  Don’t kid yourself. 

You can’t do anything to make God’s kingdom come. This is God! He makes His own Kingdom 
come! Yet, He always invites us into the picture. With Martin Luther we ask, “How does God’s 
kingdom come?” Luther’s Small Catechism reminds us that God’s kingdom comes as the Holy Spirit 
is at work in our lives to believe His Word and live according to His Word.

So what does that have to do with the LWML? Each time you pray that petition of the Lord’s Prayer, 
you are asking that God would bring others into His kingdom and that He would use us to share that 

Kingdom. That’s evangelism. That’s witness. That’s mission! We are the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
The second request of the Lord’s Prayer is the “mission petition”!  As we believe God’s Word, speak His Word, and live that 

Word as His baptized children, people take notice and our prayer is that the Holy Spirit would lead them to believe in Jesus. 
By no means is our witness perfect. That’s why God’s kingdom comes without our effort. That’s why God’s kingdom, and the 
forgiving grace of Jesus, come to us and for us as well. May you be strengthened in your witness, and ask for just that as you 
pray the Lord’s Prayer.

It’s easy to let the words of the liturgy, any hymn, and even those of the Lord’s Prayer roll off your tongue without any 
thought. But there is meaning behind those words (which is why we use them). Now, each time you pray the Lord’s Prayer, my 
hope is the words jump off the page and make light bulbs flash in your mind. It’s perfect for the LWML. It’s perfect for any 
Christian. It’s all about witness, because the Second Petition is the “mission petition.”

In Christ alone,
Rev. Andrew B. Ratcliffe
Junior Counselor

NE South Banner Design for 
Albuquerque Convention

The selection for the NE South banner for national convention was made at the February 11 
District meeting. President Katy will carry the banner with the theme taken from Philippians 
2:9, “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name.”

According to JoAnn Bradley from Ogallala, the design submitter, the design features Jesus’ 
cross rising above the convention on a hot air balloon. God’s creation is all around us as we 
celebrate in convention. The Holy Spirit guides each of the attendees in renewal, revival and 
regeneration. Colors will include a blue sky, white clouds, brown cross, green and red stripes 
on the balloon, and silvers, purples and brown in the mountains. The letters of the verse and 
reference will be in black.

Angela Moore
VP Media & Marketing
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In-Gathering Items:  Bring any of the items on the list (one or several)

Snack Bag items include: Juice Boxes (boxes or bags), Brown Paper 
Bags (lunch size bags), Zip top Snack Bags (to divide bulk items into 
individual servings), Animal Crackers (bulk containers), Fruit Cups 
– non-refrigerated type, Fruit Snacks – Individual packages, Goldfish 
Snacks (bulk containers), Granola Bars, Pudding Cups – non-refriger-
ated type, Plastic Spoons, Individual Candy – small candy bars, tootsie 
rolls, etc., Trail Mix. Cheese and Cracker packs (individual servings), 
Apple Sauce (individual servings), Fruit Loops (large boxes that can 
be divided into individual servings), Peanut butter and cracker snacks 
(individual servings), $5 (for purchase of undonated items to complete 
Snack bags) 
Hygiene Kits:  Bring complete kits in 2-gallon Ziploc bags. See Win-
ter 2016 issue of The ECHO for items included in the Boys or Girls 
Hygiene Kits!

Items to Bring:
• Sewing Machine
• Serger
• Scissors
• Sewing Pins
You do not need to be able to sew to 
come to event – there will be many 
non-sewing steps for participants.

If you are doing sewing ahead 
of time – save your scraps – or 
contact Crystal Miller for the 
Developmental Hearts pattern – 
email: ccmiller@unmc.edu

Order t-shirts online at:  
https://www.customink.
com/g/akv0-00aq-vhc1 
or send order form with 
payment to LaDonna 
Stanosheck (address above).

Registration Form
Date: April 22, 2017      Location:  Peace Lutheran Church – Grand Island

Times: 8:30-9:00 am – Registration, PPP time and 4:00 pm – Closing    Registration Fee: $15.00

Name:

Address:

District:         North         South  or Other (explain) 

Send Registration and payment to:  LaDonna Stanosheck, 701 N. Maple, Osmond, NE 68765
Make Checks payable to:  Nebraska North District LWML
Questions? Email:  lmstano@gmail.com

T-shirts - Cost:  $18.00  (order a t-shirt to remember the day and promote future service projects):

Size: ___ Small ___ Medium ___ Large ___ X-Large ___ XX-Large ___ XXX LargeHow Old is LWML?
“I will make thy name to be remembered in all generation; therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.” (Psalm 45:17)
On October 16, 1940, a temporary organization called “The Lutheran Woman’s League of Southern Nebraska District” was 

formed. The organizational meeting of “The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of the Southern Nebraska District” was held 
October 22, 1942, at Grand Island, NE. The name change from Southern Nebraska District to Nebraska District South occurred in 
1970.

On July 7-8, 1942, Synod-wide Lutheran Women’s Missionary League was organized at a meeting at St. Stephens Lutheran 
Church, Chicago, IL. Our district was represented by two delegates … who were the delegates? 

Hilda Vortman, District Archivist Historian
(You’ll find the answer elsewhere in your newsletter. This was taken from the Fall 1988 Quarterly Echo.)
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Calls Me by My Name
  I am Jesus’ little lamb, Ever glad at heart I am;
  For my Shepherd gently guides me, Knows my needs and well provides me,
  Loves me ev’ry day the same, Even calls me by my name.  (LSB 740 v. 1)

This simple hymn was a favorite of mine growing up. My mom, a Lutheran school teacher, taught it 
to her students for years. She impressed on us that memorizing God’s Word and hymn verses is a gift 
we could give ourselves. We may not always have our Bible (or hymnal) with us when we need to hear 
God’s message of love and comfort. As young parents, my husband and I used these words nightly as 
a lullaby for our children. Now that our kids are getting bigger and rocking them every night before 

bed would be a bit difficult (ages 21, 19, 17, 14, and 13), I realize how much the security of being God’s lamb means to me.
We know from Scripture that the Good Shepherd laid down His life for His sheep and that He would leave the 99 to find 

the one lost sheep. How often is that one lost sheep me? More often than I would like to admit. It is easy for many of us to 
wander off and get lost. We are lured away by having our homes clean and laundry done, or by our jobs and even our family 
obligations. Volunteering is a wonderful thing to do, but I confess that at times, I am overly involved with church, work, kid’s 
activities, and in those times I am not in the Word where I yearn to be.

It is at these times, the Lord finds ways to “call me by my name” back onto His path for me. Back to His Word. Back to 
talking with Him in prayer. It is my prayer that as we serve our Lord this spring -- with all the spring cleaning, garden planting 
and eventually weeding, going to ball games, and all the other activities that claim our time -- we would also hear the Shepherd 
call our names.

May our Lord guide you as He provides for you. He certainly knows our needs and will give us what we need. Be ready to use 
the gifts He gives to His glory and be sure that you take time to rest “where the quiet waters flow”.

Setting the Record Straight By now you have most likely heard about the LWML National Convention to be held June 22-
25, 2017 in Albuquerque, NM. You have heard thousands of women (and probably hundreds of men and children) will be 
attending. These participants will work on servant events, gather Gifts from the Heart, delegates will vote on our new mission 
grants and elected servants, and all will praise our Almighty Lord. But who goes to convention? Is it just for delegates and those 
who serve on the district board of directors? Is it just for women who have served at national?

Let me set the record straight. The convention is for all of you. Every 
LCMS woman is invited and encouraged to attend. Our district has been 
well represented at the past few conventions and it seems every year I meet 
people from our district that I haven’t met at district events. The LWML 
Nebraska South District would like to meet more Nebraska women! Spread 
the word, invite a friend and join us in Albuquerque as we praise Jesus 
Christ, above all!

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net

Periodical
Postage Paid
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  Lutheran Women’s Missionary League QUARTERLY ECHO (USPS: 339-670, 
ISSN: 8750-5270) is published quarterly by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League, Nebraska South District, an auxiliary organization of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod at 682 38 Rd., Minden, NE. 68959. Printed by Morris Press, Kearney, 
NE 68847. Periodical class postage paid at Minden, NE 68959.
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Cassandra Tomsen  Phone: (308) 830-9199
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2016-2018 Mission Grants
“Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.”

 Amount PAID

Shipments to Baltics-OGT 10,000

Scholarships 30,000  10,000

Mission Central 10,000  

At Ease-Veterans, Military 10,000    

Comfort Dog Satellite Training 5,000  

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti 5,000 

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska 8,000   

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool 5,600    

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000  

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine 7,500   

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance 1,900  

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach 2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL             $105,000    $10,000
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–––––– 5,000
––––––    0

Register for National Convention online 
or mail form found in Winter 2016 issue 
of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly (pages 
M and N). Early registration fee=$175 
(closes March 14); Regular registration 
fee=$195 (if postmarked after March 14); 
and $200 registration fee if postmarked/
faxed/emailed after May 10 … Register 
EARLY!


