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Our Security System 
 A Mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon; 
 He helps us free from every need That hath us now o'ertaken. 
 The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 
 Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; 
 On Earth is not his equal.  (LSB 656:1) 

 You may be thinking, “Of course, Katy is going to write on ‘A Mighty Fortress’ for this 
edition of The ECHO. It’s the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. What else would she 
pick?” While this is a favorite hymn and there is special sentiment that goes with it, it is the 
Scripture behind the hymn which is what I will focus. 

 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold (Psalm 18:2). 

 As I read this verse, I have to think of the constant distress with which King David lived. The fact that Martin Luther 
chose to write a hymn based on this verse reminds us that he, too, lived a life of uncertainty when it came to his own 
personal safety. I would venture to say that we don’t have people chasing us into caves and castles for safety in our lives. 
However, we are being chased. The devil does his best daily to deter us from walking with our Lord and remaining under 
His protection. Temptations are near and sometimes we bend to them. “Oh, I don’t need to be in the Word everyday.” 
“Missing church just this Sunday would be okay, since I hardly ever miss.” Or maybe your temptations are more like “I just 
don’t think I can do this anymore!” Parenting, marriage, our vocations, and volunteer opportunities may seem 
overwhelming most when the devil sees how much God is doing through us. 

 When I am unsure if what I’m doing is the right thing, I need to remember that I have a security system to fall back on. 
I have a fortress in which to hide, a shield that protects me from incoming evil, a refuge to run to when I am weak and 
need rest, a rock that will not fall apart, when my own life seems to be crumbling. We have a horn of salvation, brimming 
to the top and then overflowing with our dear Lord’s love for us. May you be safe in the arms of your Stronghold as He 
works through you to further His kingdom. 

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net 
 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

ECHO mystery:  The second international LWML convention was held in Omaha in 1979. The theme was “Sow the 
Seed” and 6,000 people attended. The traffic in the street was blocked off, security personnel took their places 
throughout the auditorium, and a motorcade approached bringing a special visitor. Who was it? 
(You will find the answer elsewhere in this newsletter.  Found in Wings (Women in God's Service) – copyright 1991 by Marlys Taege, p. 200) 
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Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
April 1 - June 30, 2017 

Memorial In Honor of:  Donor:  Amount 
Della Miers  Emma Lutringer   $10.00 
Della Miers   Seward St. John LWML   $25.00 
Della Miers   Seward St. John Ladies Aid   $5.00 
LaVerda Baehr   Hastings Zion LWML  $1,100.00 
LaVerda Baehr   Hydro Pump Co.  $50.00 
LaVerda Baehr   Multiple donors  $45.00 
Jan Jurgens   Kearney Holy Cross Guild  $25.00 
Helen Barta   Lexington Trinity LWML  $25.00 
Roger Luebbe   Goehner Holy Cross LWML  $5.00 
Albertina Luebbe   Goehner Holy Cross LWML  $5.00 
 
Joy/Thankoffering in Honor of: 
For 5 Birthday Anniversaries Grand Island Trinity Ladies Aid  $50.00 

A “Club” with a Mission 
 The irony of me serving as a pastoral counselor for our district is that I’m not particularly 
fond of clubs or “leagues.” Perhaps it’s that I don’t like the hype that families get caught up 
in, making them feel their kid has to be in every sporting league to be successful. Or 
perhaps it’s due to my millennial tendencies to naturally dismiss groups where you just 
“belong.” 

 Spinning off the latter reason, the church is especially a place that is not centered on 
any kind of “club” status. We have many groups, to be sure. The LWML is one of them. 
Congregations have youth groups and seniors groups. Our LCMS church body has national 
life groups, The Lutheran Hour, and so on. But you don’t just “belong.” These groups exist 
for a purpose. 

 Lutheran Women in Mission exists for a purpose—several of them, in fact. The primary purpose of the LWML, as with 
any church organization, is that it provides another avenue for you to be fed in your faith, to be nourished through God’s 
Word of life in Scripture, and to be given Jesus and His saving, forgiving grace again and again. That’s what you read in 
our mission statement: “affirming [each woman] in her relationship with the Triune God.” Another purpose is the mission 
aspect of the LWML. You are “enabled to use [your] gifts in ministry to the people of the world.” Whether it’s through direct 
mission service, or supporting others in the mission field, the ministry of the Gospel world-wide is supported through the 
work of this group, club, organization or league. 

 If you follow online (Internet / Social Media) chatter, you have already seen the following write-up. If you don’t, then 
please take a moment to visit one (or both) of the links below. The LWML doesn’t exist just to be a “club” that you join. 
The LWML exists with a purpose as it serves Christ and serves others. As a reminder—and I pray as a source of 
encouragement—take a look at one such perspective of why any new individual would be interested in joining the work of 
the LWML. The work of the original writer has already been shared on a national level through Bible Study author and 
presenter Donna Pyle, as well as our national LWML President, Patti Ross. I admit, my opinion of the piece is a little 
biased; the writer is my sister-in-law. But enjoy her words, and God bless your continued purposeful ministry in the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 

 Patti Ross—LWML Convention blog   Donna Pyle—Artesian Ministries 

 

 

 
Rev. Andrew B. Ratcliffe 
Junior Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML— http://blog.lwml.org/2017/07/a-shout-out-to-senior-lwml-sisters-from-a-convention-goer/ 

Artesian Ministries— https://www.artesianministries.org/lwml/little-old-lutheran-ladies-club/  

The ECHO - New Format! 
Do you know someone who may not 

 be receiving the District LWML "The ECHO"? 
Encourage them to send their email 

Address to their Society President and ask  
to be put on the distribution list. Do you  

know someone who does not have email but 
would like to receive it? Print it for them or print 

it and post it on your church’s bulletin board. We 
want everyone to have access to the latest 

Nebraska South District LWML news! 
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Stephanie (left) and Megan (right) with President Patti Ross 

Young Women Representatives 
Share Convention Experience 

 Jesus Christ Above All. Over the span of four days, 
that theme was reiterated over and over. Stephanie 
Simpson and Megan Outhet attended the National 
LWML Convention in Albuquerque as the Nebraska 
South Young Women Representatives (YWRs). These 
ladies joined 79 other YWRs from across the country, 
including three who were sent by universities in the 
Concordia University System. This 
class of YWRs was easily identified 
by their special pin and bright green 
YWR ribbon. 

 Throughout the convention, 
Megan and Stephanie had the 
opportunity to be recognized by the 
general assembly with the other 
YWRs, processed in with President 
Katy during the banner procession (a highlight for many), 
carry in a flag or country name during the mission flag 
presentation, be part of the Diamond Dazzle parade (a 
unique experience for this class of YWRs), and sit with 
President Katy during all meeting sessions. 

 For Stephanie, the highlight was the district banner 
processional. She said, “It made me proud to be part of 

 the LWML. What a great organization!” She enjoyed the 
meeting sessions and learning more about the LWML. 
Stephanie found the other women in attendance to be so 
friendly and supportive; she could see everyone was 
there to serve the Lord with gladness. “Even though I 
was very exhausted when I got home, I would definitely 
[be a YWR] again and would recommend it to anyone! 
What a great experience!” 

 Megan rode the bus to Albuquerque and shared this 
about that experience: “The best part of riding on the 

charter bus was being surrounded by 
52 seasoned LWML Christian women. 
I got to make new friends.” It was 
difficult for Megan to choose just one 
highlight, but some of them included 
getting hugs from so many women 
and hearing everyone singing and 
praising God together. Megan really 
enjoyed hearing the Mites in Action 
speakers and seeing how the mites 

she contributes help others around the world. Megan 
would be a part of the YWR program again in a 
heartbeat. 

 Thanks to everyone who prayed for these women 
and made them feel welcome in Albuquerque! 

 Brianne Stahlecker 
 Leader Development Chairman 

 

Thank You and a Request  
  Thank you to all the pastors who responded to our 
request for Pastoral Counselor nominees for the 2018 
Convention. We are so appreciative of the pastors who 
have consented to have their names on the ballot. 

 Now our attention is directed to finding nominees for 
VP of Christian Life, VP of Communications, VP of 
Human Care, Financial Secretary and Nominating 
Committee. Would you prayerfully consider consenting 
to serve in one of these offices, or do you know 
someone you think would be interested? 

 Your society president has the District Officer 
Nomination Form to complete or you can get the form on 
the District LWML website www.lwmlnesouth.org. 

 If you need more information or have questions, 
please contact one of us. 

 The Nominating Committee: 
 Pat Moss, plmoss@charter.net (chair) 
 Betty Noffke, noffke@hamilton.net 
 Marcia Swan, meswan@gpcom.net 

Make plans now to attend the 
2018 NE South District Convention 

 

" Daughters of the King -- 
Sisters in Christ" 

The Lord Almighty says, "I will be Your Father, 
and you will be my sons and daughters." 

(2 Corinthians 6:18) 
 

Hosted by Holdrege, Kearney, 
McCook & Ogallala Zones 

at the Younes Center in Kearney, NE 
September 14 - 15, 2018 

 

Ask attendees at your Zone Fall Rallies to begin 
thinking of ideas for the logo design! More 

information in the Winter issue of The ECHO. 
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Register for Retreat and Highlights! 
 If you haven't already registered for the Fall Retreat -- September 8-10, 2017 at 
the Hotel Grand, Grand Island -- you need to now! The summer issue of The ECHO 
has the registration form included or go to the website: www.lwmlnesouth.org and click 
on “The Echo, Summer 2017 pdf” link for the form. 
 Correction:  the correct phone number for The Hotel Grand to make motel room 
reservations for the Retreat is 308-384-1330.  Also inform the person you talk to that 
you are a Retreat participant. 
 Retreat Highlights include:  Friday evening there will be Servant Events. Former 
National LWML Presidents Virginia Von Seggern and Linda Reiser will be keynote 
speakers and you have six workshops to choose from on Saturday. Sunday brings 
worship with Communion. A weekend full of songs, devotions and fellowship. Please 
come; we would love to see you! 
 Our craft will be knitting hats. There is no extra fee but you need to bring a Knitty Knitter Loom set with you if you 
have one. If you do not have one, you can buy the Knitty Knitter Loom sets at Walmart or Hobby Lobby for around $10. 
The kit comes with the tools needed. There will be plenty of yarn to work with so you don’t need to purchase any. The kit 
does have four different loom sizes, so if you want to share with someone, you each will need to bring separate needles 
and the knitting hook. 
 
  

Retreat In-Gathering will go to: 
1. Living Waters Rescue and Mission Organization (in York) 
 Items needed are clean and in good condition fall and winter clothing for newborns to the elderly, bedding, towels, 

NEW underwear and any type of Christian reading material and Bibles. 
2. Camp Luther (in Schuyler) 
 Items needed are Clorox/Lysol cleaning wipes, single-ply toilet paper, cleaning gloves, stamps, colored pencils, travel 

sized toiletries (soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant), board games & puzzles (less than 500 pieces), 
water/sand toys, & Gift Cards (Menards, Wal-Mart, Hy-Vee, SuperSaver, Didiers Grocery, Nebraska Fuel Stations). 

Retreat Committee and 
Angela Moore, Media & Marketing Chairman 

 

… and Final Touches 
 The Retreat Committee is putting the final touches on the Retreat.  A few simple important 
facts to take note of: 
 * Summer edition of The ECHO included information on what is occurring at the Retreat, 
   the Retreat registration form, and motel information. 
 * Retreat reservations are due by August 25. 
 * Pay attention on the registration form. If you have special dietary needs, check it so the 
   chef has ample time to plan accordingly. Or if you have special needs, please indicate that 
   as well. The sooner the Retreat Committee has this Information, then things can be put in 
   place by the time of the Retreat. 
 * Zone Presidents - remember to get a display photo board together of your Zone and bring 
   your Zone Banner along with the pole and stand. 

 * There will be two (2) prayer boxes this year. If you have prayers, please seek them out. One will be in the Hospitality 
Room, which will serve as a Prayer Room during the day and a Hospitality Room at night. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at Retreat! 

 Carolyn Nelson  
 VP of Christian Life 
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Need Help as You 
Serve the Lord with Gladness? 

 The theme for our 2017 Retreat is "A Life of Service 
Through all Generations.” The theme is based on the 
Bible verse: As for me and my house we will serve the 
Lord (Joshua 24:15b). 
 I remember as a child growing up my grandmother 
had that Bible verse on a picture that hung in her living 
room. When I think back, my grandparents did serve the 
Lord and they guided my mother and even guided me. 
When they passed, my mother continued serving the 
Lord and guided me to serve the Lord. 
 I too now have kept the service to God continuing 
with my family and even though my children are now 
having families of their own, I find myself continuing to 
provide guidance to them just like my parents and 
grandparents did on keeping the family serving God. I 
find it a blessing from God that this Bible verse continues 
throughout the generations before and to come as we 
serve the Lord. 
 Do you need some guidance or ways to strengthen 
how you serve the Lord such as in devotions or Bible 
studies? Are you ever looking for more resources? 
LWML has resources to aid us in our daily devotions. 
 Mustard Seed 
Devotions are one of the 
resources. These devotions 
have multiple uses:  for 
yourself, to share with others as in a card, or just share 
by handing them out randomly to others. They are one 
way to share God’s Word with others in a simple way. 
 There are also devotion books, Bibles, children’s 
books, Bible studies and other helps. Visit the Christian 
Life Booth at the Retreat and find many of the helps 
listed above. There are also LWML-specific items that 
may be used for personal or gifts. If you are not able to 
be at retreat, go to LWML website: www.lwml.org -- it will 
take you to where you need to go to get the LWML 
items. 
 My prayer is that you will continue with your 
household serving the Lord. He is always there for you.   

 Carolyn Nelson  
 VP of Christian Life 

Special Gifts Fund 
Recipients Approved 

 Applications requesting funds 
from Special Gifts approved by the 
Executive Committee at the June 
meeting are the following: 
 1) Jane Niemeier, a youth 
sponsor, and sponsoring 
organization is First Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Beatrice. The high school 

youth from First Trinity planned a mission trip to the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. The youth 
will be helping with various service projects. (See page 8 
for more information) 
 2) Laura Porath, sponsoring organization is LCMS 
Mercy Medical Teams, St. Louis, MO. She is a member 
of a Mercy Medical Team traveling to Madagascar to 
provide healthcare services to the Malagasy people in 
the city of Antsicabe. 
 3) Anne E. Gifford, sponsoring organizations is 
LCMS Short-Term Missions, St Louis, MO. The team will 
be planning a week-long English Bible Camp for area 
students (similar to VBS in the United States). At the end 
of the camp, parents will be invited to see what their 
children have done during the week. This trip is in 
Poland. 
 4) Angie Ratcliffe, sponsoring organization is LWML 
Nebraska South District. The LWML Nebraska South 
has blessed many students with scholarships entering 
careers of service in the church. This funding is to fulfill 
18 students scholarships for the fall school year. 
 5) Donna Marie Meyer, sponsoring organization is 
St. Peter’s LWML, Davenport. She is looking forward to 
the 2017 Mission Vision Trip to Russia and the Baltic 
Countries. This trip was founded by Rev. John and Mrs. 
June Reehl in 2000.  

 Linda Potter 
 Special Gifts Fund, Chair 
 

ECHO Mystery Answer:  Vice-
President Walter Mondale, who was 
in Omaha speaking at the University, 
spoke briefly at the convention and 
was given a Mustard Seed and a 
convention charm. 
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Luke Watt 
Wood River 

Pastor - St. Louis 

Leah Werner 
Davenport 

Teacher - Seward 

Nebraska South District Scholarship Recipients 2017-2018 
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor.  15:58  ESV )    
    

Joshua Brumm  
Seward  

DCE - Seward  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Andrew Johnson 
Kearney 

Pastor - St Louis 

Hope Hoyer 
Crete 

Teacher - Seward 

Elizabeth Bergdolt 
Grand Island 

Deaconess - Seward 

Drew Boggs 
Red Cloud 

DCE - Seward 
Jalynn Brase   
Staplehurst   

Teacher - Seward 

Jacob Garrison 
Malcolm 

Pastor - Seward  

Joshua Brumm 
Seward 

DCE - St. Paul 

Sarah Niemeier 
St. Libory 

Teacher - Seward 

Danielle Peartree 
North Platte 
DCE - Seward 

McKenna Schardt 
Davenport 

Teacher - Seward 

Caleb Staehr 
Grand Island 

Teacher - Seward 

Zachary Staehr 
Grand Island 

Pastor - Seward 

Christopher Warneke 
Hastings 

Pastor - Seward 

Jacob Tuma 
Cordova 

Pastor - St. Louis 

Jonathan Kisker 
Lincoln 

Teacher - Seward 

 
NOT 

PICTURED 

Emma Heidorn 
Utica 

Teacher - Seward 

 Heavenly Father, we thank you for these 
students who are preparing to work fulltime for 
You in the Church. Grant them wisdom, bless 
them as they study and give them a willingness 
to serve wherever You call. We thank you also 
for women with hearts willing to share what 
they have with others so Your work can be done. 
We ask that You make us all willing to serve You 
with gladness. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen 
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Gospel Outreach Sharings from ABQ Convention! 
 At the LWML national convention, I was blessed to help sort and box "Gifts From the 
Heart," hand out the very popular new Mite Boxes at the Mission Grants booth, and attend the 
meeting for Gospel Outreach District Vice Presidents. I’d like to share with you some of the 
things I learned at convention. 

• Mite Box – The new Mite Boxes celebrating our 75th 
anniversary are now available from Concordia 
Publishing House.  

• New Grants – To watch a video about the new 
national mission grants. you can find the link on LWML website (also have a link on our 
district website). There are also materials to print (devotions, prayers, stories and 
bulletin bytes) and available for you to use. 

• Past Grants – On the national website you can read how mite offerings have made an impact from the reports 
and thank yous received from past mission grants. One of my favorite parts of convention was listening to the 
Mites in Action Speakers. On the national website you can find links to watch the convention: Friday morning - 
Rebecca’s Garden of Hope (Christian tutoring); Saturday morning - Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of 
Israel (mission to Jewish people in Israel); Sunday morning - Hope and Healing to the Navajo People. 

• Videos – Watch these videos about current and past grants by yourself or share them together as a society or at 
zone meetings. 

• Engage Magazine – This is a publication from LCMS. You can read it online, have it emailed to you, or call for a 
free subscription. You can learn about missionaries and projects from Synod. These could be used for topics at 
society meetings, Bible studies, or youth meetings. (engage.lcms.org) 

 Eileen Zentner 
 VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

 
 

Mission Grant Spotlight:  Tuition Assistance―Winnebago Preschool 
 During this quarter our mites will support students at Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool in Winnebago, NE, and 
students attending LCMS universities and seminaries. The preschool students and college students are being equipped to 
serve Christian disciples. The funds for both of these grants are used for scholarships. We pray that the Lord is with all 
these students and their teachers so they grow in knowledge and faith.  

 The preschool in Winnebago has been part of the outreach to the community for 17 years. Their students are little 
missionaries to their families and the community. Over 190 students have attended the preschool and with the work of the 
Holy Spirit there have been several baptisms of students and family members. 

 The tuition assistance grant check was presented (pictured to the right) at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Bancroft, by Donna Reppert (left), Zion, Bancroft's LWML 
president, to Patty Wegner (middle), who serves as secretary for Jesus Our Savior 
Lutheran School Board, and Sheryl Tietz, preschool teacher at Jesus Our Savior 
Lutheran Preschool in Winnebago, Nebraska. 

 "Thank you so much for your partnership in this ministry. God's blessings to 
you and the LWML."  (Patty Wegner) 

 Reminder:  Applications for district grant proposals for 2018-20 biennium  
have been given to Zone Presidents. The application form is also on our District 
cwebsite www.lwmlnesouth.org. The forms must be sent to Eileen Zentner by 
December 15, 2017.  
 Eileen Zentner  
 VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 
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Pictured (l to r): Jane Niemeier, Logan 
Damme, Carolyn Bennett, Peter Spilker, 

Krista Reynolds, and Dillon Damme. 

First Trinity, Beatrice Youth Mission Trip 
 The Youth Group of First Trinity rural Beatrice is extremely grateful to the 
ladies of LWML and the sacrifices they made to provide this grant for us.  The 
youth group received $750 from LWML for our mission trip to the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation.  Carolyn Bennett, president of LWML at First Trinity, 
presented the check. Youth members state, “We are so grateful to the Lord and 
to LWML for their support of our service trip.”  

 It is life changing to go to our neighbors and to try to love them as Jesus 
would. We met amazing people on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and were 
grateful to live life with them for one short week. Thank you LWML! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NE South Zones Plan Fall Rallies - Dates to Remember 
Zone Date Location Theme 
Beatrice Sunday, Oct. 22 Zion, Harbine TBA 
Deshler Sunday, Oct. 22 St. Peter, Davenport Jesus Christ Above All for All 
Falls City Saturday, Oct. 14 Christ, Nebraska City TBA 
Grand Island Saturday, Oct. 21 Trinity, Grand Island TBA 
Hastings Sunday, Sept. 24 Peace, Hastings 75 years of Serving the Lord with Gladness  
Holdrege Sunday, Oct. 22 St. John, Wilcox Peace that Passes All Understanding 
Kearney Saturday, Oct. 21 Faith, Hazard Light and Peace in Christ   
Lincoln Sunday, Oct. 8  LFS/Health 360, Lincoln  Love One Another 
McCook Saturday, Sept. 30 Peace, McCook The Great Commission 
Ogallala Saturday, Oct. 21 St. John, Brule TBA 
Seward Sunday, Sept. 24 St. Paul, Malcolm Jesus, Our All IN All 
York Sunday, Oct. 8 St. John, Cordova God Our Help and Hope 

DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
September 8, 2017 Hotel Grand, Grand Island EC Meeting 
September 8-10, 2017 Hotel Grand, Grand Island District Retreat 
February 10, 2018 Trinity, Grand Island BOD Meeting 
April 7, 2018 St. John, Waco EC Meeting 
April 21, 2018 TBA NE North & South Joint Service Activity 
June 9, 2018 Zion, Hastings BOD Meeting 
September 14, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney BOD Meeting 
September 14-15, 2018 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
October 27, 2018 St. Peter, Deshler Transition/EC Meeting 
June 20-23, 2019 Mobile, Alabama National LWML Convention 
September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 
 

Youth group participants at work and play on the Reservation 
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2017 Albuquerque Convention Summary 
Gifts from the Heart Report (as of July 11, 2017)  
 Complete New Baby Kits ..... 161, PLUS 50 boxes of additional baby items  
 Complete Health Kits ........... 1,169, PLUS 74 boxes of additional health items  
 Complete School Kits ........... 229, PLUS 23 boxes of additional school items  
 Towels ................................. 22 boxes  
 Sheet Sets ........................... 340 sets  
 Quilts ................................... 1,277  
 Underwear ........................... 4,679 pair  
 Arch Books .......................... 3,300  
 Cash/checks $ 1,783.00  
 Gift Cards** $29,548.00  
 Total .................................... $31,331.00  
**This was the total as of June 24, 2017. Since then an estimated $500.00 in gift cards has been received and distributed!  
PRAISE GOD!  
 Leslie Colligan  
 Cheryl Killham  
 Linda Fees, Chairman of the Mission Servants Committee  
 
2017 Convention Offerings (as of 7/19/17) 

• Pledge Walk: $76,346.06 
• Golf Outing Total: $15,255.78  

(Registrations: $5,755.00; Sponsorships: $7,830.00; Registration/sponsor income received at convention: $1,670.78) 
• Convention Offering #1: $48,818.52  (for 2017-2019 LWML Mission Goal) 
• Convention Offering #2: $52,109.84  (for 75th Anniversary Thank Offering) 
• Convention Offering #3: $32,039.81  (for Bilingual Worker Priest / Concordia Lutheran Church, Chula Vista, CA) 
• Convention Offering #4: $33,985.56  (for God Cares About You Mission, Albuquerque, NM) 

 

Convention by the Numbers  
If you are interested in numbers, enjoy these from the Albuquerque convention, June 22-25: 

• Total number of convention attendees was 3,471 of which 850 were first time attendees. 
• Total Young Woman Representatives attending was 81. 
• Tee Up 4 Mites raised $15,255.78 with approximately 48 people participating. 
• The Mission in Motion/Mission Pledge Walk raised $72,683.06 with 1,132 participating. 
• The blood donation drive had 106 participants. 
• Gifts from the Heart donations provided: 340 Sheet Sets, 161 Baby Kits, 229 School Kits, 4,607 Items of 

Underwear, 22 Boxes of Towels and Linens, and $31,256 in Gift Cards, Cash, and Checks. 
• Servant Events participants provided the following items to non-profits agencies in the region: 432 Marked Bibles, 

100 Hygiene Bags, 3,000 Personal Care Kits, 354 Fleece Blankets, 1,147 Cards for Phil's Friends, 99 Quilts, and 
639 School Kits.  

• Convention Offering #1, for the Mission Goal, received $48,818.52.Offering #2, a 75th Anniversary Thank Offering 
for the LWML Endowment received $51,884.84. Offering #3, for a bilingual worker priest on the US/Mexico border 
through Concordia Lutheran Church, Chula Vista, California received $31,964.81. Offering #4, for the "God Cares 
About You" mission in Albuquerque received $33,710.56.  

• There were 71 Mission Flags representing the countries where LWML has provided mission grants.  
• For the 2017-2019 Mission Goal, 22 mission grants were selected for funding.  



 Page 10 

LWML Sets 2017-2019 Mission Goal at $2.75 Million 
(ST. LOUIS, June 26, 2017 news release) — Delegates to the 37th Biennial Convention of the LWML adopted a $2,075,000 mission 
goal for the 2017-2019 biennium. This goal, by the grace of God, will fund 22 mission grants as men and women respond in prayer and 
offerings during the next two years. LWML chose to support the following mission grants, pledging their support with prayers and mites 
(offerings) given over the next biennium:  
 1. Providing Food and the Gospel to Starving Children – Mercy Meals of Siouxland, $40,000  
 2. Mercy House for Women and Children – Franklin Avenue Mission, Flint, Michigan, $100,000  
 3. Christ for Veterans and Their Families – LCMS Ministry of the Armed Forces, $27,750  
 4. Tanzanian Sewing Center – Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT), $25,000  
 5. Current Missionary Need – LCMS International Mission, $100,000  
 6. Lutheran Children’s Books for Families Worldwide – Lutheran Heritage Foundation, $100,000  
 7. Christian Hope Through Mass Media in Egypt – Lutheran Hour Ministries, $100,000  
 8. NOLA 4H: Hearts for the Hungry, Homeless, and Hurting – Christian Families United for Progress, $100,000  
 9. Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund, $80,000  
 10. Christian Eldercare Home in Haiti – Ministry in Mission, $100,000  
 11. Training Lutheran Middle Eastern Missionaries – Biblical Orthodox Lutheran Mission, $93,000  
 12. Completion of Lukonda Lutheran School Buildings, Uganda – Lutheran Church Uganda, $48,000  
 13. Equipping Youth to Witness for Life - Y4Life -- Lutherans for Life, $25,000 
 14. Laborers of Love – Lutheran Braille Workers, $100,000  
 15. Sharing Jesus with People with Disabilities – Bethesda Lutheran Communities, $100,000  
 16. Education Loan Repayment Assistance Grants – Ministry Focus, $100,000  
 17. Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team – LCMS Office of International Mission, $25,000  
 18. Restoration Programs for Native Hawaiians – Lutheran Indian Ministries, $75,000  
 19. RECONNECT to the Body of Christ, Circuit 28 –Texas District, $50,000  
 20. Prison and Jail Ministry Synod-wide Conference in 2018, $36,500  
 21. Family Scholarships for Short Term Mission Trips – MOST Ministries, $60,000  
 22. Raising Pastors and Deaconesses – Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia, $97,000  
 
The voting body elected the following to serve as officers, Counselor, and nominating committee: 
 Jennifer Huecker, Missouri District  
  Vice President of Christian Life  
 Charlotte (Char) Kroemer, Oregon District  
  Vice President of Communication  
 Angelina Jauregui, Pacific Southwest District  
  Vice President of Gospel Outreach  
 Ginger Starrett, New Jersey District  
  Recording Secretary  
 Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, Southern Illinois District  
  Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Joy Anderson, Minnesota South District  
  Nominating Committee  
 Karen Morrison, Kansas District  
  Nominating Committee  
 JoNette Brogaard, Minnesota North District  
  Nominating Committee  
 Linda Fees, Nebraska South District  
  Nominating Committee  
 Sherrie Smith, Northern Illinois District  
  Nominating Committee 

 
Lastly, LWML President Patti Ross unveiled the new LWML logo. 
 (** This new logo was used in the upper, right-hand corner on the first page of the publication.) 
 

Let's Ask the Lutheran Question:  What Does This Mean? 

 What is the meaning behind the new logo? 
    Heart ― Cross ― Drop 
 The heart of God is behind all that we are and do…He has loved us 
so.  Seen in His only begotten Son…His cross and sacrifice…His 
cherished blood for us…shed for the forgiveness of sins. Therefore we lift 
high the cross of Christ…guiding our thanks, praise and service…so that 
His heart is impressed upon our own…and by the Spirit we are blessed 
with joy and peace. 
 Our prayer is that this design will get people to take a new look or even a first look at LWML― Lutheran Women in 
Mission and will give our faithful members a sense that their organization is looking toward the future and ready for 75 
more years  of mission outreach. 
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37th Biennial Convention of the LWML in Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Here We Come! 
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Prayerfully consider being a 2018 
Convention nominee for VP of Christian 

Life, VP of Communications, VP of 
Human Care, Financial Secretary and 

Nominating Committee. Society 
Presidents have the District Officer 

Nomination Form to complete or get the 
form on the District LWML website 

www.lwmlnesouth.org. 

 

2016-2018 Mission Grants 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 
 
 Amount PAID 
Shipments to Baltics-OGT  10,000 5,000 
Scholarships  30,000 10,000 
Mission Central  10,000     5,000 
At Ease-Veterans, Military  10,000    5,000 
Comfort Dog Satellite Training  5,000  
Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti  5,000  
Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska  8,000  
Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool  5,600 5,600 
His Kids Camp/Camp Luther  10,000 5,000 
Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine  7,500  
NE District Elementary &   
   Secondary Tuition Assistance  1,900  
YWR- Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach  2,000 2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000 $37,600 
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Deadline for next ECHO . . . November 1, 2017 
Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer ♦ 215 South St ♦Staplehurst, NE 68439 
Email:  echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org 

Mission Project Proposals for 2018-2020 are 
due December 15, 2017 

Send to:  Eileen Zentner, VP Gospel Outreach 
71565 - 648 Ave, Shubert NE  68437 

Email:  jzentner@sentco.net 
(402) 883-2340 

 
Forms are available from your Zone President or at 

District Web site www.lwmlnesouth.org 

Deadline to submit Retreat registration . . . August 25, 2017 

Ask attendees at your Zone Fall Rallies to begin thinking of ideas for the 
Convention logo design! More information in the Winter issue of The ECHO. 

Have you sent your 
officer information to 
VP/Communication 

Kathy Anderson? 


