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     Joy to Come! 
 

Joy? Maybe you’re thinking, “I don’t really feel too joyful this year.” This Christmas there may be loved 
ones who are no longer with us; those who can’t travel or join us over the Holidays; events and 
circumstances that can feel overwhelming; there is a long list of to do’s that loom ahead. So many 
reasons to steal our joy. These are just a few of the reminders that we live in a broken, cracked world.   
Thanks be to God – that’s not the end of the story. We can celebrate with joy in our hearts knowing that, 
just as the Christmas carol says, Jesus came from heaven to mend our brokenness and bring the hope 
of an eternal home with Him in heaven. The true joy of Christmas is this gift of a Savior for all. May you 
each be blessed with that assurance and joy this Christmas and in the coming year! 

    
 Have you noticed a little “joy” prevalent here in the Nebraska South District? First there was an awesome retreat 
at Camp Covenant Cedar centered around the theme of JOY (Jesus, Others, You). Following that were zone fall rallies! 
Traveling around the state, I was able to attend six fall rallies and have some dedicated district officers attend others. 
Such blessings each of you are in your home congregations. There were servant projects, mission speakers, 
ingatherings, fellowship, and of course… mites collected for mission projects! Be sure to check out some of the photos 
in this edition. Plans are being made for next fall’s district convention with the theme: “Joyful Hearts Moving Forward – 
Celebrating 80 Years”. Serving the Lord together is just… well, joyful! 
 
So, as we prepare to celebrate Christmas and begin a new year, let’s take a moment for “Joyful” Praise and 
Thanksgiving to the Lord: 
 

 For our mission projects as each continues in God’s work here on earth. 
 For our scholarship recipients as they finish their fall semester. 
 For the faithful women in our district who continue to contribute mites for missions. 
 For a successful LWML NE South Fall Retreat – thank you to our retreat committee, our pastoral counselors, 

inspirational speakers, and all those who helped. 
 For Fall Rallies that were held – servant projects completed, the faithful service of outgoing officers, continued 

service of others, and new officers elected. 
 For our convention committee who is “joyfully” planning to celebrate with you in 2022, the speakers, and others 

who will join there. 
 For your Board of Directors who faithful serve in our district. 

 
May God continue to be with us as we continue to serve the Lord together with “joy”ness! 
 
“Joy to the World the Lord has come” (and is coming again!) 
 
Sherry Burger, President 
sherrysue56@gmail.com 
402-364-3659 (Cell) or 402-365-7533 (Home)     
 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

mailto:sherrysue56@gmail.com
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An Unnamed, but not Unnoticed Servant 

The greatest among you will be your servant. For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted (Matthew 23:11-12). 

 She will go unnamed, but not unknown and what she did, did not go unnoticed. She would not 
want me to write about what she did because she doesn’t want any accolades or praise, but I feel 
compelled to write anyway. She would say it was nothing. I say it was something, something that 
touched lives and moved me to think more deeply about our callings as followers of Jesus. 

 Let me explain. The other night our LWML had their annual soup supper to raise money to 
support a mission project. The soups (chicken noodle and chili) were prepared and hot. Pies, bars and cookies were 
abundant. And the people came. And she brought 21 of them. 

 The folks she brought were from our local independent living facility and they were happy to be out and about. 
She brought them by bus, not an orange school bus, but the bus our high school football team and others travel in. And 
she drove the bus. She helped every one of the residents on and off the bus. She made sure each one of them was 
taken care of; even helping serve their meals in the room set apart for them. She spoke words of encouragement to 
each person and she had a smile on her face you couldn’t wipe off. 

 And she did it all because she is a follower of Jesus. She has a servant’s mind, heart and hands. She came up 
with the idea. She did not ask permission from some church board, though she did inform us they were coming and 
wondered if we could accommodate them. She saw it as a mission moment and an opportunity to serve. She was there 
to serve and serve she did as a living example of what it means to be great in the kingdom of God: a servant who 
glorifies God by serving others. 

 In fact, I would say, she is the heart of LWML – A LUTHERAN WOMAN IN MISSION, making a kingdom’s 
difference through humility, love and service. May each of us do the same in gratitude to our Servant Savior, Jesus’, 
love and service for us. 

 
Your fellow servant, 
 
Pastor Mike Neidow 
Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 

 

Zone Training Meeting 

Calling ALL LWML NE South Zone Officers ~ Be sure to mark your calendars for 
Saturday, February 5, 2022. This year we are asking that all Zone Officers attend for 
a day of information, bible study, and training. Thank you in advance to our host site 
for this meeting, St. Paul’s in Utica, Nebraska. There will also be some exciting 

information to share from the Endowment Committee along with a presentation from Katy Gifford, our Gift Planning 
Advocate. 

The Board of Directors will meet from 9-11 AM; Zone Officers are then invited to attend from 11 AM-3 PM, with the zone 
meeting beginning at 11:15. Lunch will be provided with a suggested donation of $7. For those who might be carpooling 
with a board member, there will be a servant activity available during the BOD meeting. The LWML store will also be 
available. The snow date for this meeting will be February 12.   

Prayers for safe travel and a productive meeting!  
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Joyful Hearts Moving Forward ~ Celebrating 80 Years 

 Joyful Hearts Moving Forward ~ Celebrating 80 Years, this is the theme for the next LWML Nebraska South 
District Convention in 2022. Think about the theme; how many years have you been in LWML? How did you get 
introduced to LWML? What is your story? Who do you know has been a part of LWML the longest (and it can be an 
honorary member)? What is there about LWML that gives you a Joyful heart? Be thinking as the Convention Committee 
wants to share your story! Please let your Zone President know your story and how long you have been a member. 

 Our theme verse is, …but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you 
(John 16:22b). We just had our district retreat with a theme of Serving with JOY, Jesus, Others, You. What is your joy as 
you serve Jesus, as you serve Others, and as you serve Yourself? Does what you do fill you with joy as you serve? God 
works in us as we serve Him in everything we do. No matter how many years you have been serving others, you have 
been serving God – from putting coins in your mite box in support of missions to serving together with sisters and brothers 
in Christ. We know that God cares for us as we care for others. Serving in the LWML is a blessing and joy from God. As 
Jesus says in our convention theme verse, …but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 
your joy from you (John 16:22b).  

 Sister and brothers of LWML, as we look forward to convention with our theme of, Joyful Hearts Moving Forward 
~ Celebrating 80 Years and as our committee makes preparation with His guidance and His joy, may you too keep your 
hearts moving forward in JOY knowing that joy is God caring for you and that you will always have joy so precious. God 
has truly blessed us through 80 years and will continue to bless us as our hearts go forward with His JOY. 

Serving with Joy, 
Carolyn Nelson 
2022 Convention Chairman 

 

2022 Nebraska South District Convention Information Central 
 

  When: September 16-17, 2022  Where: Younes Center in Kearney  
 
Theme: Joyful Hearts Moving Forward ~ Celebrating 80 Years 
 
Keynote Speaker: Deb Burma 
 
Bible study will be led by: Pastor Neidow, Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 
National LWML Representative: National Meeting Manager, Arlene Naasz from South Dakota 
 
Gifts of Love Coordinator: Carol VonSoosten 
 
Mission Moments: Sheryl Tietz, teacher/director at Jesus Our Savior Prescool, Winnebago; Nebraska District Early 
Childhood Educator of the Year 2021 (Winnebago is also one of our mission grant recipients) 
 
Zone Banner Information: Each Nebraska South Zone is encouraged to bring a banner for the Zone President to 
carry in the District Convention processional. These banners will double as baby quilts to be donated after 
convention. Each zone banner/quilt is to be 36” x 45”. On the back, please include a label that identifies the quilt 
maker, home congregation (including town), and zone. The quilt must include a pocket attached to it on the back 
so that it can be carried as a banner. Make the pocket easily removable so the quilt can be used after convention. 
Each zone president is responsible for bringing their own pole and pole holder base for the banner/quilt.  
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2021 Fall Retreat Recap! 

 The 2021 LWML Nebraska South District 
Retreat was held on September 17 and 18 at Covenant 
Cedars Bible Camp, in Hordville. There were 56 in 
attendance on Friday evening and 73 on Saturday. Of 
those in attendance we had three teens, eight “first-
timers” and six volunteers/helpers.    
  
 It was a beautiful weekend 
serving with Jesus, Others and You. 
God truly blessed the Retreat! Many 
attendees noted that everything just 
tied together nicely: the evening and 
morning devotions by Pastor 
Kitzing; the bible study, “Serving 
with Joy,” by Pastor Neidow; and the workshops (“Joy in 
Loving and Serving Jesus” by Donna Meyer, “Serving 
Others” by Pamela Sharp, and “Serving You” by Mary 
Geisik). The music was led by District President Sherry 
Burger and Past District President Katy Gifford. 
Campfire singing after devotions Friday evening, 
mealtime prayers, and the “Hymn Sing” on Saturday 
gave us all the chance to raise our voices in praise to 
God. The food which was prepared for us was so 
delicious and provided nourishment to our bodies. 
Thank you to all for using their God given talents to 
make the retreat beautiful and meaningful.   
 

      It was a blessing to be able to see       
   everyone in person and to give hugs to many of our 
LWML sisters and brothers that we haven't been able to 
see due to the COVID pandemic. 
    
 Many thanks to the committee and volunteers 

for all their work as they served with JOY to 
make this a special retreat blessed by God. 
Committee members were Carolyn Nelson, Jan 
Beck, Elinor Kuehner, Keri Llewellyn, Kelly 
Mees, and Kathy Comstock. Volunteers were: 
Nila Koenke, Sandy Bising, Jane McGatchey, 
Kristen Andersen and Vicki Evans.  First Timer 
and Golf Cart Driver Jenn Comstock.  Special 

thanks to Pastoral Counselors: Pastor Rob Kuefner, 
Pastor Mike Niedow and Pastor Shawn Kitzing, VP of 
Christian Life Vicki Van Velson, Past District President 
Katy Gifford, and District President Sherry Burger for all 
their Guidance in putting the retreat together. (See 
separate page for pictures.) 
 
May “God's joy be in you, and that your joy may be full”. 
 
Serving with JOY, 
 
Carolyn Nelson, 2021 Retreat Chairman  

 

 

 
Convention Banner Designs Needed 

 
 Get your creative side going and submit your color design by Saturday, January 15, 2022. The 
banner design will be voted on at the February 2022 Board of Directors meeting. Also include your name, 
home congregation and town.  
 
You can submit your design and information by email: ctomsen@hotmail.com  
 
or mail to: Cassandra Tomsen 
  682 38 RD  
  Minden, NE  68959 
 
If you have any question, don’t hesitate to call Cassandra at, (308) 830-9199.  
 

 

mailto:ctomsen@hotmail.com
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Mission Grant Update 

The weather is changing, the leaves are all but blown off the trees, and we are turning our minds to the season of 
Christmas joy. As we consider the weeks of Advent and the joy we anticipate in celebrating Immanuel, God with us, 
we reflect on loving God and our neighbor. As we realize the sacrifice of Christ born in a manger, headed for the 
cross, we rejoice and give thanks. In response to that sacrifice, we think of our neighbor. We may send year-end 
donations, put coins in a red kettle, prepare/serve meals, purchase gifts for loved ones, and the list goes on and on! 
In our “Mite Box giving” we have a wonderful opportunity to serve our neighbor, through the funding of the mission 
grants we have selected this biennium. What a joy it is to have the resources to send partial or full payment for many 

Mission Grants. We thank the faithful women who fill their mite boxes each month!!! 

We recently were able to present checks to 10 of our Mission Grant recipients totaling $17,400!!! 

We will also be sending tuition assistance for 2nd semester for our 17 Nebraska South 
District scholarship recipients.  

Since my last update, we have paid, in full, a grant for mission work with: 

• The Nebraska District to help fund the Wives of Pastors Retreat, which is 
scheduled for February 2022. 

We were able to fund a partial amount for:  

1. Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool in Winnebago, NE. (Providing tuition assistance for preschool students on the 
Winnebago Reservation in Northeast Nebraska)     

2. Camp Luther His Kids Scholarships/New Bunks       
3. Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families in Ghana     
4. Central Nebraska Orphan Grain Train Shipment to the Baltics      
5. LCMS Nebraska UNL Lutheran Chapel International Student      
6. Concordia Theological Seminary Food & Clothing Bank      
7. Lutheran Family Services – Military & Veteran Services       
8. LCMS Mission Central   

 
God has so richly blessed us, allowing us to be a blessing to so many! 
 
Randi Warneke 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

 

 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
July 1 through September 30, 2021 

 

 
Memorials in Honor of:  
Mildred Holtzen Lutomski Roberta Neujahr Meriam Heubner 
Marilyn Recker Nancy Werth 
  
 

JoyThankofferings in Honor of: None 
 

2020-2022 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts will be evenly divided and distributed to: 
Leadership Learning Community for Pastors in Nebraska 

Healing Spaces for at Risk Children/Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
 
(Learning Communities for Pastors in Nebraska is a grant that was voted for at the 2020 District Convention but only partially 
funded. The Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch was the YWR Grant that did not get selected.) 

 



 Page 6 

WEBSITE WOES 
Did you notice something was up with the website recently? It was brought to our attention in 
September that our website did not appear “normal.” 

The website went down due to the host transferring cloud service providers. Most of the data was 
restored, but all the pages needed to be re-built. The only piece of data that was lost was “The 
Echo” distribution list; therefore, if you wish to receive “The Echo” via email before it is posted to 

the website, or Facebook, you will need to re-sign up at www.lwmlnesouth.org. 

 

I have rebuilt the pages we use the most and this continues to be a work-in-
process. Please feel free to contact me with errors or future enhancements! 

Cassandra Tomsen, VP of Communication 
308-832-2965 or ctomsen@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Zones Plan for 2022 Spring Workshops 
Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 

Beatrice TBD TBD TBD 
Deshler TBD St. Peter’s, Davenport TBD 

Falls City Saturday, March 26 TBD TBD 
Grand Island April (date TBD) St. John’s, Burwell TBD 

Hastings Saturday, April 2 St. Paul, Holstein TBD 
Holdrege Saturday, April 2 Our Redeemer, Elwood TBD 
Kearney Saturday, April 30 Faith Lutheran, Hazard TBD 
Lincoln April (date TBD) Trinity Lutheran, Walton TBD 

McCook TBD Peace Lutheran, McCook TBD 
Ogallala Saturday, March 26 Zion Lutheran, Grant Listen, God is Calling 
Seward Sunday, Marcy 19 St. John, Seward Worthy of Praise! 

York Sunday, March 27 Zion Lutheran, Hampton Encourage & Serve One Another 

As plans are made or finalized by zone planning committees, zone presidents or their contact persons, you are encouraged 
to forward updated information to VP of Communication and Webmaster Cassandra Tomsen at ctomsen@hotmail.com. 

This information can then be added to the “For Zones” section on the LWML Nebraska South District website (lwmlnesouth.org). 
The website is a great resource and has a lot of information to keep everyone informed and up to date! 

IMPORTANT!!! CONVENTION BANNERS 

    We would love to display as many, if not all the past District Convention 
Banners and are trying to track them down. If you have one or know where they can be 
found, please contact Carolyn Nelson, Convention Committee Chairman:    
  carolynnelson99@yahoo.com or (402) 239-4140 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:carolynnelson99@yahoo.com
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Spotlight on Special Events 
  
 The Lutheran ladies of St. Peter’s, Davenport NE enjoyed a lovely evening of fellowship last May. Women of the 
congregation and the community were invited to bring cherished quilts and share the story that went with each one. The 
evening began with a salad supper and time to view the many quilts displayed around the fellowship hall. The supper 
was followed by the stories behind each quilt. Woven between these stories were parts from the LWML program/retreat 
God’s Quilt of Comfort: Wrapping up in the Psalms, which can be found on the National LWML website, www.lwml.org. 
The devotion centered around comparing a quilt to the comfort that can be found in the Psalms.  

 Layers of soft fabric carefully cut and Pieced together;  
 Beautiful prints and colors placed in pleasing patterns from 
 cloth – sometimes  
 Useful for warmth and other practical purposes 
 Tied together to last and designed to provide comfort in all 
 times 
 
It was an enjoyable evening surrounded by friends and fabrics of all 
colors and kinds.  
 
~Sherry Burger, Nebraska South District President 
 

 
 

 Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church LWML of North Platte held a baby 
shower for the local Women’s Resource Center. Numerous items of baby 
clothes, diapers, afghans and personal care items were donated. These 
items were presented at their quarterly meeting when the group was 
given a tour of the center.  

~Lisa Parish, Christian Life Chairman 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

February 5, 2022 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Utica BOD/Zone Training 
June 11, 2022 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Davenport EC Meeting  
September 16 @ 9:30 AM Younes Convention Center, Kearney Pre-Convention BOD Mtg 
September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
June 22-25, 2023 Milwaukee, Wisconsin National Convention 
 

http://www.lwml.org/
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Parliamentary Pointers 
 

 Since many of us held elections during our Fall Rallies and may be holding elections in our groups, 
Parliamentarian Maydelle Messerschmidt thought we better know these important tips from Robert’s Rules. Please be 
sure to read through these; it’s great information! 
 
NOMINATIONS FOR AN OFFICE 
By a nomination committee: 

• Bylaws should specify the composition of the committee and how it is selected. 
• The nominating committee should be elected. 
• President should not be a member or help select. 
• Persons serving on the committee can be nominated for an office. 
• If no candidate is found, the committee can leave that slot open for nominations from the floor. 
• Once the committee gives its report, it is discharged from its duties. 

 
Nominations from the floor: 

• As soon as the president opens nominations from the floor, any member can bring forth a nomination.  
• Be sure the person being nominated is eligible and willing to serve. 
• A person can nominate herself or himself. 
• A member can be nominated for more than one office. 
• A motion to close nominations is NOT necessary. 
• The president usually closes nominations when no further nominations come forward. 

 
Nominations and Minutes: 

• The secretary places all nominations in the minutes. 
 
ELECTIONS 
Ballot Vote: 

• If the bylaws state that the vote is by ballot, even if there is only one candidate for each office, members must 
vote by ballot. 

• A ballot vote allows members to write in a candidate’s name. 
• A slate of all officers appears on one ballot with room for write-ins. 
• Having one person cast the electing ballot for the entire assembly is out of order. 

 
Voice Vote: 

• If the bylaws do not stipulate how voting is to take place and there is only one candidate for each office, a voice 
vote can take place, however, with this type of vote, the members forfeit their right to write in a candidate. 

• If there is only one candidate for each office and the bylaws do not stipulate that a ballot vote should be taken 
and there are no further nominations from the floor, the chair can simply declare the nominee is elected by 
unanimous consent or “acclamation.”  

• When more than one person is nominated, the chair takes the vote on the candidates in the order in which they 
were nominated.  

 
 
 Update from the Nominating Committee 

 Praise the Lord! We have filled all the offices except for one. We are still in need of nominees for Vice 
President of Christian Life. Thank you to all those that are able and willing to serve on the district board! Please 
keep these candidates in your prayers as we prepare for the District Convention in September 2021. If you are 
interested in serving as the VP of Christian Life, please get in touch with one of the members of the Nominating 
Committee:  

 Sue Hoffschneider suehoffschneider@gmail.com  
 Deanna Dowding deannadowding@yahoo.com 
 Susan Thomas susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 
 
 

 

mailto:suehoffschneider@gmail.com
mailto:deannadowding@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.shadyacres@gmail.com


 Page 9 

Highlights from 2021 Fall Rallies Around the District 
 

BEATRICE ZONE held their Fall Rally on Sunday, September 26th at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Wymore. The theme of the rally was God’s Promises in the Face of Danger. Rev. Matthew Koterba 
led opening devotions on Noah. “Noah” brings relief and points to the promise of the Savior. Zone 
Counselor Rev. Gideon Pullman led the Bible Study, God’s Promises in the Face of Danger from 
Genesis 6:1-9:17. The group enjoyed a video on The Building of the Ark Encounter in Kentucky, 
presented by Pauline Niederklein. District President Sherry Burger and Gift Planning Advocate 
Katy Gifford were present.  President Sherry shared information about the LWML Nebraska South 
District. Katy shared information on the LWML Endowment Fund and Gift Planning. Twenty-one 
ladies, two pastors, and four guests were present. (Kelly Mees, president) 
 

The DESHLER ZONE Fall Rally was held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Ruskin on 
Saturday, October 2nd. The theme for the rally was Lord of the Harvest based on 
Matthew 9:37-38. Ladies of the host society served brunch, and Pastor Jose Flores led 
opening devotions. Guest speakers for the rally were Pastor Dan and Marji Cloeter of 
Lincoln, Nebraska. Their presentation was Reaching the Unreached – India. They spoke 
of their numberous trips to India to share the gospel with those people ignored by those 
of higher class. The LWML National Convention report was given by zone delegate, 
Anita Harms, and the district report was presented by Norma Hansen, District Treasurer. 
(Anita Harms, president) 

 
 
FALLS CITY ZONE decided to not hold a Fall Rally due to COVID concerns.  
 
GRAND ISLAND ZONE Fall Rally was held at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Doniphan on Saturday, October 16th. It was 
co-hosted by St. Paul LWML and the Wood River Grace Guild ladies. Pastor Hauptmeier gave our opening devotions 
and Linda Reiser presented her Mountain Top Experience program! Presentations were given from Christian Life & 
Human Care ladies. An ingathering of non-perishable items was dedicated to the Wood River food pantry. Our retiring 
pastoral counselor, Pastor Kothe gave our closing devotions, and lunch was enjoyed by all! (Mary Ann Niemoth, 
president) 
 
The HASTINGS ZONE Rally was held on Sunday, September 26th at St. Paul in Minden. The keynote speakers were 
Sally Phillips from “Be the Gift” and Rendy France from the Closet/Food Pantry, both from Minden. They were the 
recipients of the rally ingatherings. (Elinor Kuehner, president) 
 
HOLDREDGE ZONE Fall Rally was at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Cambridge on Saturday, October 9th, with 21 ladies 
present. The ladies worked on the following servant events: quilt tying; tying fleece blankets; assembling school and 
health kits for Orphan Grain Train; designing cards for troops, veterans, and others; and signing cards for the “Adopt a 
Chaplain” project. Ingathering was collected for DASAS of McCook (Domestic Abuse, Sexual Assault Services). District 
Representative, Cassandra Tomsen gave a slide presentation about district news, and a delicious salad luncheon was 
served! (Sheri Leising, president) 
 

KEARNEY ZONE Fall Rally was held on Saturday, October 16th at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Ravenna with 50 people in attendance. The theme verse was from Isaiah 43:1, I have called 
you by name, you are mine. Pastor William Ohlmann gave the opening devotion. Reports on the 
National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky were given by Janel Winberg, our zone delegate 
and Cindy Long, our President-elect. Following their reports the district’s Young Woman 
Representatives (YWRs) presented their experience at the National Convention. Our mission 

speaker was Renae Olson, R.N., speaking about her CHI Health Missions trip to Tanzania, Africa sharing her 
experiences with the Machame Lutheran Hospital and the people in the village. An offering was taken for the Rev. 
Jonathan Clausing, LCMS Missionary to Tanzania. Nebraska South District President, Sherry Burger presented 
information on what is happening at the LWML District level. An ingathering was held for the Ravenna Food Pantry with 
numerous items and cash donated. (Maydelle Messerschmidt, president) 
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LINCOLN ZONE Fall Rally was held on Sunday, October 17th at Trinity Lutheran in Lincoln. We had 52 
ladies in attendance! Our theme was Comfort Others as God has Comforted Us, based off of the text in 
Jeremiah 31:3. We had a presentation given by Jane Bedient from Lutheran Church Charities – Comfort 
Dog Ministries. Our bible study was presented by Pastor Wing of Trinity Lutheran on Comfort, Comfort Me 
My People. District representative, Randi Warneke gave a report about the district, the convention and 
upcoming events. We closed with a skit put on by Christian Life called, “CampWoeBeGone.” (Kathy 
Comstock, president) 

 
McCOOK ZONE held their Fall Rally on Saturday, October 2nd at St. John’s in 
Culbertson. There were 20 LWML ladies, four pastors, one vicar and one guest in 
attendance. The theme was Peace in Jesus, Peace in Prayer. Pastor Hildebrand led 
the bible study and Phyllis Bach, 2021 National Delegate, gave a presentation on her 
trip to the National Convention, and the trip to the Ark Encounter. District President 
Sherry Burger shared greetings as well as district and national news. Our Human Care 
project was decorating envelopes in which we placed mustard seed devotions for 
residents of several area nursing homes and the local community college. Delicious 
casseroles were served by St. John’s LWML for lunch! (Susan Nutt, president)  
 

The OGALLALA ZONE Fall Rally was held on Saturday, October 9th at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Brule. The theme was He Heals the Broken Hearted and Binds up Their Wounds. 
Guest speaker was Rev. Demeter Ture, a missionary from Ethiopia. He spoke on the radio 
ministry in Ethiopia. District President Sherry Burger came with updates and news from the 
district. Our Human Care activity was filling First Responder appreciation bags; we filled 100 
bags and gave them to the eight zone societies to present in their own towns! (JoAnn Bradley, 
president) 

 
SEWARD ZONE Fall Rally was hosted by Immanuel Lutheran in Seward on 
October 17th. Joyfully Tell of His Salvation was the theme based on Psalm 96:2, 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
Pastor Louis Griesser opened the meeting with a devotion and Pastor David 
Dobbertien led a bible study based on the theme. Steve Sirek from the Lincoln 
location of Orphan Grain Train shared a video of the warehouse in Lincoln and the 
history of OGT. Lincoln has been greatly blessed with donations this year and will 
be moving to a new, larger location in Lincoln soon. Steve took donations form our 
ingathering to the warehouse plus several car loads of items were taken there and 
to the Norfolk warehouse before the Fall Rally. (Deanna Dowding, president) 
 

The theme of the YORK ZONE Fall Rally was Grace Upon Grace, based 
on John 1:16. The opening devotion was led by Pastor Daniel Barbey of 
St. Peter, Hampton. He spoke on G.R.A.C.E. – God’s Riches At Christ’s 
Expense and talked of Christ’s death and resurrection and grace extended 
each and every day. Grace is not fair; it is extravagant! The speaker was 
Rev. David Muench from Grace Point in Lincoln. The foundation of Grace 
Point counseling services is living in the fullness of God’s grace. They 
provide mental health counseling, pastoral counseling and marriage and 

family therapy. In 2020 there were 2,123 counseling sessions held. An ingathering of items was collected for the UNL 
Lutheran Chapel to be distributed to students. The offering of $623 was designated to Grace Point Institute for 
Relational Health. Coffee and many treats were provided by the ladies from St. Peter and following lunch, zone 
delegate, Morgan Ehlers, gave an interesting and inspiring report of her experience at the National LWML Convention in 
Lexington, Kentucky. Nebraska South District President, Sherry Burger, gave a district update. Pastor John Dunbar led 
the closing devotion based on Joshua 1:9, referring to the change of seasons and the changes in our lives. He reminded 
us not to be frightened or dismayed for the LORD our God is with us. We had 28 women, four pastors and one “little 
one” in attendance! (Kathy Golystein, secretary) 
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2020-2022 Mission Grants      Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
 "Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID  Biennium ends  
 
OGT/Baltics Shipment 

 
$10,000  

 
$5,500  

 

   
Church Worker Student Scholarships $32,000   $15,990    
Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000   $7,000    
Mission Central Missionary Support $7,500   $3,600    
LFS Military & Veterans Support Services $8,000   $3,800  

 
 

Adopt an Orphanage $5,000   $2,600    
MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS-LINCOLN $5,000   $5,000    
HIS Kids Camp Scholarships & Bunks $8,000   $5,600    
Fort Wayne Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op $3,000   $2,100    
Gospel Outreach International Students-UNL $3,000   $2,100   

 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families $5,000   $2,600    
DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat $2,000   $2,000    
JACMEL LUTHERAN HOME/HAITI LFS $3,000   $3,000    
Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partially funded) $500   $500    
  

 
     

YWR - Alaska Mission for Christ; Bible Story Books $3,000   $3,000   
  

   
    

 2020-2022 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000   $64,390     
 
 
 

   
 

Deadline for next ECHO: February 15, 2021 
Please send news from your society to: 

Kirstin Hopkins ♦837 N Dakota St♦Superior, NE  68978 
Email:  nesouthlwmlecho@gmail.com 

(Please make note of my new email address.) 

 Get your creative juices flowing and submit 
        a design for the 2022 District Convention 

Banner to Cassandra Tomsen by: 
January 15, 2021 (see page 4) 

 

 PRAY for our LWML Nebraska South 
 scholarship recipients as they continue 
 their studies for the 2021/2022 school 

 year, asking for a safe and healthly 
semester and to remain diligent in their studies 

as they prepare for church work. 

Wishing you all a 
very Merry 

Christmas and 
Hope you have a 
very Blessed New 

Year! 

mailto:nesouthlwmlecho@gmail.com

