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        Racing! 
 Running/Racing? Can you remember the last time you were part of a race? For me, maybe a three-legged 
race for Lutheran playday in 8th grade! Those days of racing are long gone for most of us, yet in just a few days, 
Lutheran women from across the country will be “Running the Race…looking to Jesus” as they gather with 
gladness in Lexington for the 2021 LWML National Convention.    

 Prayers have been offered and countless hours have been spent in preparation for this event. Although 
the Lexington convention might look a bit different than previous conventions, the focus remains the same: worship 
will take place; bible study will be a central theme; Mission Grants will be announced; speakers will inspire; 

exhibitors will share information; new officers will be elected; and Lutheran women will enjoy fellowship and praise! 

 And so, I and others from our District will be “racing” to Lexington. Joining me as your District representatives will be our two 
Young Women – Jamie Nickodym and Juliana Loudon, Junior Pastoral Counselor Reverend Shawn Kitzing, and twelve zone 
delegates. On board the NE South Bus are leaders Denise Hummel and her husband Larry (thank you) along with women from 
across NE South and neighboring districts! Keynote Speaker for convention is our own Linda Reiser, past National LWML President. 
Other Nebraska participants in the race are past presidents, current Board of Directors, past officers, and other sisters in Christ from 
across our District. What a special team of racers!  

Unable to race in person – no worries! There are a few options to participate. 

 Be in prayer: for God’s protection and safe travel for all; for guidance; for the delegates as they vote; for the Mission Grants 
chosen – may the funding help further God’s kingdom; for the new officers chosen to serve; for the National Board of 
Directors and host districts who have served with gladness in the process; and in all these things giving Joyful Praise to the 
Lord! 

 Connect with convention online to worship, hear the mission speakers, praise the Lord in song, and look to Jesus with your 
sisters in Christ from around the country. Encourage others to watch and praise along with you!  Go to www.lwml.org/2021-
convention for current information. 

 Consider hosting a Virtual Mission Walk (see information in this Echo). One group in our district has already hosted a 
Mission Walk – Praise the Lord!  

 Contribute to the Gifts from the Heart https://lutheranwomensmissionaryleague.formstack.com/forms/gifts_from_the_heart 
 Banners – Something new at this convention will be an online banner link. You will be able to view each district’s banner, 

read the description, and learn about the creator. The NE South District Banner was designed by Past President Katy 
Gifford!    

 
Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord is the convention goal.  May we all be reminded that 
the final victory of our race on earth is the joy in heaven with our Savior! Racing and praising the Lord together! 
 
Joy in Jesus 
Sherry Burger, President 
402-365-7633 (Home) or 402-364-3659 (Cell) 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

http://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
http://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
https://lutheranwomensmissionaryleague.formstack.com/forms/gifts_from_the_heart


 Page 2 

 

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the 
God of my salvation; for You I wait all day long (Psalm 25:4-5). 

Teach me, Lord 

Recently, in the congregation I serve, one of our teachers retired from her ministry as a Lutheran 
School Teacher. She served as a classroom teacher for 41 years, first in the sixth grade, but the 
majority of her teaching time was in the third grade – all at one school, Emmanuel-Faith. Imagine 41 
years of teaching reading, writing and arithmetic, but also sharing the Word of God. I recently learned 
that a father of one of our third graders was in her first class and his son in her last class. Imagine all 
the people she served and impacted with the truth of God’s Word. 

When you think of Jesus how often do you think of Him as your Savior, Lord, Redeemer, Healer and 
Friend? Do you think of him as your teacher? Your Rabbi? Rabbi is an interesting word. It is the word for teacher, but it 
is more personal than that; it literally means “my teacher”. Indeed, Jesus did come to teach and preach about the 
kingdom of God and what it means to be a citizen of it. He is a teacher who knows what you and I need to learn, or 
relearn. His lesson plans are personal and transformative. His teaching on repenting, forgiving, serving, truly are lessons 
for every generation to not only learn, but to live by. 

 The words from Psalm 25 were recently a part of our worship liturgy. Each one who spoke the words were 
saying that we are students who desire to learn from the Lord, our Rabbi. And our Lord and Rabbi Jesus wants us to 
learn and know the truth. As He shared in the gospel of John, “If you will continue in My Word (perhaps, My classroom) 
you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” We are free to forgive, free to serve, free to let go of the past and 
hold on to His promises for the future. 

 After so many days in one’s life, a student changes classes, teachers, experiences summer vacations and 
finally graduates from their formal education. From our Rabbi’s classroom may you never graduate but be a lifelong 
follower and student. Why not read the Bible today? Your Rabbi is waiting to teach you. 

Your fellow student, 

Pastor Mike Neidow 
Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 

 

Zone Training/August District Meeting 

On August 7, the LWML Nebraska South District will hold a Zone Training 
meeting in conjunction with the Board of Directors meeting. Thank you in advance 
to St. John’s in Seward being the host site for the event. This training usually 
occurs during the February meeting, but due to COVID concerns, the decision 
was made by the Executive Committee to delay until the August meeting. The 

following Zone officers are invited to attend: Presidents, Christian Life Chairmen, Human Care Chairmen, Leader 
Development Chairmen, Treasurers, and Pastoral Counselors. 

The day will include devotions, Zone training, Lexington Convention reports, upcoming Retreat information, and 
pertinent Zone and District information. There will be a special time for a presentation about the newly in place LWML 
Nebraska South District Endowment Fund and Gifts of Love opportunities. Make plans to attend with your Zone Officers 
and enjoy the day of information and fellowship. The Board of Directors meeting will begin at 9:15 a.m. and the zone 
training will begin at 11:15 a.m. Please look for more information at www.lwmlnesouth.org.  

 

 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
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 Virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk Information for the 2021 
LWML Convention 

For those who would like to be a part of the LWML convention experience but are 
unable to attend, you are invited to take part in a virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk. Your 
virtual walk can be done in your backyard, a local park, your church parking lot, or your 

neighborhood. The walk can be done individually, with your family, or with your local LWML group. Consider making it a 
whole congregation event and invite everyone to participate in a walk for missions. As you would for any mission walk, 
gather pledges/mission dollars and choose a time and date for your walk. Encourage all participants to take pictures of 
their walk. 

You have an opportunity to share photos of your walk and send your mnission dollars, starting now. On the convention 
website, you will find the link Virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk Submission Form to do so.  

All photos submitted by June 30, 2021, will be part of the virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk video. This video will be 
available on the LWML website in the Fall.  

 

Faith Lutheran Church in Hebron, Nebraska had a Photo Finish Mission Walk on Sunday, May 2nd following the Sunday 
worship service. Although we had only a small group that were able to join in, we still collected $500 to support the 
LWML mission projects. We will also be submitting our phots to be displayed at the National LWML Convention this year 
in Lexington, Kentucky. ~Joyce Kroll 

 

  

Estate plans need review because life is not static. It changes constantly. You want to make 
sure that all the people you love and all the ministries you care about are actually written into 
your gift plan with God’s gifts. Each birth of a grandchild, change in employment status or 
move to a new location is a trigger that it is time to review your plan. Your LWML Gift 
Planning Counselor can help you verify the basic elements of your plan, getting you ready to 
meet with your attorney. Contact Katy Gifford to help direct you to the help you need to 
review or write your gift plan. blessings@sentco.net or 402-360-1503. 

mailto:blessings@sentco.net
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Mission Grant Update   

Amazing Mites!!! Ladies, you continue to fill your mite offering mission boxes at an amazing rate!! 

What a JOY to report the following Mission Grant update: 

The following grants are in the process of being paid in full!!! 

• Alaska Mission for Christ: Bible Story Bible (YWR Grant)  $ 3,000.00 
• Leadership Learning Community for Pastors in Nebraska  $    500.00 

The following grants are being processed for partial funding:  

• Camp Luther His Kids Scholarships/New Bunks   $ 4,000.00 
• Ft. Wayne Seminary Food/Clothing Bank   $ 1,500.00 
• Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance (Winnebago, NE) $ 2,500.00 
• Orphan Grain Train Shipment to the Baltics   $ 2,500.00 
• DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat     $ 1,000.00 
• Gospel Outreach Internat’l Students @ Lutheran Chapel (UNL)  $ 1,500.00 
• Mission Central Missionary Support    $ 1,000.00 
• Lutheran Family Services Military Support Program  $ 1,000.00 
• Adopt an Orphanage      $ 1,000.00 
• Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for families  $ 1,000.00 

 Total        $20,500.00 

~Scholarship Update~ We received 17 scholarship applications for consideration for the 2021-2022 school year. Now, 
the Gospel Outreach Scholarship Committee will review the applications and recommend which applicants will received 
scholarships for up to $1000.00. This biennium, $32,000.00 of mission grant offering was designated for scholarships for 
church workers. It is a privilege to be able to offer financial assistance for students planning to enter the mission field as 
pastor, synodical teacher, deaconess or DCE. The committee asks for your prayers as we review the scholarships, as 
well as prayers for the students who have worked hard to submit them. May God’s will be done!  
 
If you have not looked lately, check out the Nebraska South District website (http://lwmlnesouth.org). It is full of mission 
service ideas, helps and activity suggestions for your group, church or community. 

 
 
Randi Warneke 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
    
 

 
 
 

Get Involved in LWML 
 
Your Nebraska South District LWML is always looking for volunteers to help spread the 
enthusiasm of Lutheran Women in Mission. Contact President Sherry to learn of ways 
that you can serve the Lord with gladness in your District. 
 

Want to be involved at the National level? The LWML appoints many volunteers to national committees. If you would like 
to offer your time and talents, please fill out the Personnel Resource Profile Form online at lwml.org under Service and 
click on “Get Involved”!   
  

http://lwmlnesouth.org/
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SPOTLIGHT ON MISSION GRANTS: Supporting Haiti through Mission Grants 

 
Throughout the years, the Nebraska South District LWML ladies have continued to support feeding 
programs and the Lutheran Home in Jacmel, Haiti. 

  
 In 2017, I was part of a small team that visited Jacmel with Ministry in Mission. We brought 12 extra suitcases 
with us full of supplies for the children at the orphanage, including clothing, medical supplies, quilts and blankets. 
  
 On our visits to the Lutheran Home, we were able to sing songs and play with the children. They were so 
excited whenever we showed up, ready to teach us their games. We also spent a couple days painting the two main 
gates, along with installing support beams for the beds. 
  
 Food markets and stands can be hard to access for elderly individuals. Our group was able to make feeding 
bags with rice, beans, cornstarch, sugar, oil, bullion cubes, spaghetti noodles, pasta sauce, and herring – laundry soap 
was also delivered along with this food. We delivered 18 bags to the elderly individuals, who greeted us with hugs and 
kisses. They were so excited to see us, and graciously said a prayer with us before we went to the next home.  
  
 Like the elderly, some children don’t have access to food – at least not three meals a day. We were able to 
participate in two feeding programs where we gave the children a simple meal, which they were very appreciative for.  
 Everyone in Haiti was so thankful for everything we were able to give to them and support them with. I know that 
our support to Haiti continues to make a difference as they keep improving the facilities to provide a shelter for children 
and elderly, and food for all. 
 
Jeni Hill, YWR from Lincoln 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTING SPECIAL EVENTS 
  
On Saturday, June 5th the Lincoln Zone had the 2021 Prayer Service on "He 
Prayed with Them". It was held at Calvary Lutheran in Lincoln and co-hosted 
by Calvary & Faith of Our Fathers, Roca Societies. The service included a 
salad luncheon.  The Gifts from Heart that were collected will be going 
towards mites. It was a very enjoyable event with song and prayer; with good 
food, fun and fellowship! 
 
~Kathy Comstock, Lincoln Zone President 

 
 
 

From left to right: 1st picture – Jeni Hill with some kids at the Lutheran 
Home; 2nd picture – Jeni & her sister pictured with the kids when they 
delivered blankets to the Lutheran Home; 3rd picture – praying with the 
elderly after delivering food; 4th picture (to the right) Jeni and her group 
by a gate they painted at the Lutheran Home.  
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Special Gifts Fund Update 
 
 Our two most recent Special gifts funds recipients are Tim Rippstein, St. John Seward with 14 college students 
and adults and Rev. Michael Meyer with a team from the Rock Lutheran Church, Seward, who will be taking the Good 
News to Akiachak Alaska and Amatitian, Guatemala. They are waiting to use their grants when their ability to travel and 
visit the villages opens up. 
 This summer we are using the Special Gifts to provide funding for Young Women Representatives, our Junior 
Pastoral Counselor, our Nebraska South District President, and a stipend for the zone delegates to the LWML National 
Convention in Lexington, Kentucky to cover incidental expenses. 
 Due to COVID, I have not received any applications so far, but If you have a mission trip/project planned for 
2021, go ahead and apply for funding. The Endowment has been established, but funds have been set aside for 2021 
mission projects. The Endowment Committee continues to meet, and guidelines have been established for use of the 
funds. The deadlines are January 15 and July 15.  
 A new application can be found on the LWML Nebraska South District website. It is designed to be completed 
by inserting text on the computer rather than handwriting, which will improve legibility. The final application can be as 
detailed and as long as you would like. Please include lots of details so that the Special Gifts Committee has the 
information to make a decision. 
 Please consider remembering the LWML Endowment with gifts from memorials, your will, living trusts, or 
retirement mandatory distributions. All new gifts will go into the Endowment so that they can grow and provide funding 
for future use. 

 
Susan Thomas 
Special Gifts Chairman 
susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 

 
 

Nominees Needed! 

God has blessed all of us with many talents. Please consider using your talents in serving the Lord in 
the LWML Nebraska South District. The Nominating Committee is seeking nominees for Vice 
President of Christian Life, Vice President of Communication, Vice President of Human Care, 
Financial Secretary and Nominating Committee. 

Information/descriptions about these offices are on the website. The deadline for nominations is August 21, 2021.   

Please prayerfully consider serving in one of these positions. If you have any questions or would like additional 
information, please contact one of us on the Nominating Committee: 

 Sue Hoffschneider suehoffschneider@gmail.com 
 Deanna Dowding deannadowding@yahoo.com 
 Susan Thomas susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 
 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

 
June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 
August 7, 2021  St. John’s, Seward BOD Meeting 
September 17-18, 2021 Covenant Cedars Bible Camp Fall Retreat  
November 13, 2021  Trinity Lutheran, Lexington EC Meeting 
February 5, 2022 TBA BOD/Zone Training 
June 2022 TBA EC Meeting 
September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
 

mailto:suehoffschneider@gmail.com
mailto:deannadowding@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.shadyacres@gmail.com
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District Retreat – Serving with JOY September 17-18, 2021 
 

The retreat registration form is available as a separate attachment with this issue of 
The ECHO, as well as on the district website at http://lwmlnesouth.org. Please send 
your registrations in as soon as possible. Early registration (with a discounted rate) 
has been extended to July 1!  
 
The main purpose for this retreat is to enjoy a refreshing weekend of renewal and 
restoration and learn more about serving others with JOY – Jesus, Others, You. We will 
gather at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp in Hordville on Friday and/or Saturday, 

September 17-18. You can check out the camp by going to their website, www.cedars.org. (There are pictures of the 
camp on our district website as well.)  
 
Our vision for the retreat is: Gifted by our Lord, we gather to be filled with His joy that we might share His joy as we go 
forth to serve with JOY – Jesus, Others, You. This vision is based on the theme verse: “These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11). 
 
Please watch the district website for more information on the retreat it gets closer. Praying that you will consider coming 
for a weekend of fellowship, relaxation and learning! The retreat committee members are pictured below in front of the 
new lodge at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp, called the “Sunflower Lodge.” They visited the camp on final preparation for 
the Nebraska South District Retreat and learned that the camp has had some updates during the pandemic season 
when no campers were permitted. (Pictured from top to bottom are: Vicky Van Velson, VP of Christian Life; Carolyn 
Nelson, Retreat Chairperson; Elinor Kuehner, Retreat Committee Member; and Jan Beck, Retreat Registrar/Treasurer.) 
 
Carolyn Nelson, Retreat Chairman  
carolynnelson99@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retreat Agenda (tentative) 

Friday, September 17th: 
3-5 pm – Registration in the office area 
5:30-6:30 pm – Evening meal 
7:30 pm – Evening devotion with Pastor 
followed by Campfire with impromptu singing 
and s’mores 
9:00 pm – Free time and lights out (?) 
 
Saturday, September 18th: 
7:15 am – Morning devotions 
8:00-8:30 am – Breakfast 
8:45 am – Group singing 
9-10 am – Bible study 
10:15-11 am – Workshop session #1 
11 am – 12 noon – Free time 
12-12:45 pm – Lunch 
1-1:45 pm – Workshop session #2 
2-3 pm – Hymn Sing (entire group) 
3:15-4 pm – Workshop session #3 
4:45-5 pm – Pick up picnic sack lunch to eat at 
Camp or “to go” 
Safe travel home 

More information about the retreat and 
workshop leaders on the next page! 

http://lwmlnesouth.org/
http://www.cedars.org/
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District Retreat: Serving with JOY – Jesus, Others, You 

Developing this theme for our 2021 District Retreat has been a real joy; pardon the pun! On Saturday you will have the 
opportunity to attend three workshops that will be inspiring and fill you with joy. The workshops will last approximately 45 
minutes and begin at 11 am, 1 pm and 3 pm. Each one will be offered three times and you can select the order of your 
participating when registering. 

Serving Jesus will be led by Donna Meyer from Davenport 
 Donna has been blessed with three sons and seven grandchildren. She is also currently caring for her elderly 
mother in her home, leads a ladies bible study and assists with secretary responsibilities at St.  Peter’s in Davenport. 
She serves as secretary in her LWML and is on the church’s altar committee. “As I recall the nearly 10 years the Lord 
blessed me to serve him overseas and look at my current blessings – my cup of joy runneth over!” 
 Donna says, “To love and serve Jesus is my heart’s desire! When I was asked to lead this workshop, my heart 
leapt with anticipation! I know I often sadly miss the mark but God, for Jesus sake forgives and I pray that this workshop 
will be a blessing to me and all of you as we worship and ‘journey’ together seeing to love and serve Jesus in everything 
we do.” 
 
Serving Others will be led by Pamela Sharp from Lincoln 
 Pamela enjoys family life with her husband, Rob and two teenage boys, Spencer and Alec. As director of 
women’s ministries at Messiah, her emphasis is to build unity and enthusiasm to reach the community for Christ by 
nurturing faith, serving others, sharing encouragement and modeling Christ. Pamela, a Christian speaker and author, 
has a new book coming out in September called, Jesus and the Vineyard. Her family owned and operated a vineyard 
and winery in California prior to moving to Nebraska. She shares her experiences and a scriptural understanding of 
Jesus, the Vine (John 15:5).  
 She will provide a glimpse of the JOY that is derived by using our gifts to serve others. Serving helps us to be 
more like Jesus, when we shift our focus off ourselves and onto others through serving. We begin to see others as 
Jesus sees them and we see Jesus IN others.  
 
Taking Care of You will be led by Mary Gieseke from Lincoln 
 Mary is a graduate of Concordia Teachers College (now Concordia University- Nebraska) and taught for seven 
years in Lutheran schools. She later worked in the church as a worship director and women’s ministry director for many 
years. At that time Mary went back to school and obtained a Master of Arts in Counseling and began working with 
Lutheran Family Services. Presently she is at Grace Point for Relational Health located at the University Chapel on the 
downtown campus of UNL. She takes the most pride in her 43 years of marriage to Chad, her four adult children and 
one granddaughter. 
    Mary will have insights on how to care for yourself spiritually, physically and emotionally in order to serve Jesus and 
others with joy. 
 
As a result of your ‘journey’ through the workshops, it the hope of the presenters 
and the committee that we will all experience the fullness of JOY that Jesus 
wants us to know! 
 
Jan Beck, Retreat Registrar/Treasurer 
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Highlights from Spring Workshops in 2021 
 

The BEATRICE ZONE Workshop was held on Saturday, April 24th at Zion in Harbine. The theme was, “Circle of 
Friends.” Pastor Koterba presented a devotion on Jesus’ circle of friends using LSB hymns 517 & 518. Zone Counselor, 
Pastor Gideon Pullmann introduced the bible study with “The Friendship Founded on Faith” in Ruth 1:6-18. Five 
sessions were led by the Christian Life Chairpersons from each group in the zone. The sessions were based on five 
types of friends in the devotional booklet by Christina Hergenrader, The Friendship of Women: Starring Roles. Pastor 
Pullmann wrapped up the bible study with a look at the theme verse, Hebrews 10:24-25. (Carolyn Nelson, vice 
president) 
 
DESHLER ZONE held their Spring Workshop on Sunday, March 14th at Centennial Lutheran in Superior. The theme 
was “The Joy of the Lord is My Strength.” Our Zone Pastoral Counselor, Pastor Brian Francik led us in a bible study 
about Joy by looking at the promises and actions of Jesus, the Obstacles that keep us from experiencing the joy of 
Christ, & what we Yearn in our faith life with Christ. Each table had a bible verse on it that somehow related to Joy. We 
matched the bible verse that was in our program to find the table that we were to sit at. Anita Harms and Joyce Kroll 
presented a story to us about joy and each table came up with skits that were related to the bible verse about joy on 
each of our tables. We sang several songs about joy, including the JOY song that Katy Gifford taught us at the 2019 
National Convention! Katy also came and presented about the Gifts of Love program. Pastor Robert Hopkins led us in a 
closing devotion. We had 20 members in attendance, three pastors and three guests with a grand total of 26 people. We 
had a monetary ingathering of $419 that was donated to the HOPE Pregnancy Center in Superior and $201 was 
collected during offering (that money will go to our zone treasury). (Kirstin Hopkins, president) 
 
FALLS CITY ZONE did not schedule a Spring Workshop due to concerns of the COVID pandemic. 
 
GRAND ISLAND ZONE Spring Workshop was cancelled because of concerns surrounding COVID pandemic. 
 
HASTINGS ZONE Spring Workshop was held on Saturday, March 20th at Zion in Hastings. The theme was, “Rise and 
Shine,” with a them verse of John 5:8. The day began with a devotion led by host Pastor Warneke. Janey Sittner 
demonstrated how to make pillowcase dresses and March Peterson showed how to use plastic bag yarn to crochet mats 
which are distributed by Orphan Grain Train. The attendees then cut bags and rolled them into balls. An ingather, Litany 
of Thanks, was led by Deb Rasberry, Zone Vice President of Human Care. The workshop closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
(Elinor Kuehner, president) 
 
HOLDREDGE ZONE held their Spring Workshop on Saturday, April 21st at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Wilcox. The 
theme of the day was “Serve the Lord in Gladness.” Several service projects were worked on; fleece blankets were tied 
for the Safe Center in Kearney, quilts for the Orphan Grain Train were tied and notecards were decorated for active 
military members and nursing home residents. Two tables full of ingather items were collected for the Safe Center. New 
officers were elected and installed. We had a wonderful day of fellowship with 28 women in attendance and three 
pastors! (Sheri Leising, president) 
 
KEARNEY ZONE Spring Workshop was held on Saturday, April 17th at First Lutheran in Buffalo with 38 members and 
two guests present. Heavenly Treasure – Our #1 Priority was our theme. Pastor Ohlmann led a bible study on Matthew 
6:19-21. Following the bible study was a skit about finding our true treasure in heaven. There was a treasure hunt for 
rocks with bible passages on them leading to discussion about their meaning. A servant project was held for children at 
a Navajo Mission in New Mexico. An offering was collected for the Orphan Grain Train as well. (Maydelle 
Messerschmidt, president) 
 
LINCOLN ZONE Spring Workshop met on Saturday, April 17th at St. John’s Lutheran in Kramer. Our theme was “Being 
Loved – Giving in Love” based on the verse 2 Corinthians 9:7. Our goal: Loved by our Lord, we respond by giving to 
others by giving our time, talents and treasures. Pastor Toensing from St. John’s gave our opening devotion with Pastor 
Wing from Trinity in Lincoln presenting us with a bible study. Our guest speaker was Steve Sirik from the Orphan Grain 
Train telling us about the warehouse in Lincoln; how we can donate and serve. We collected 30+ Visa Gift Cards for 
seminary students at Fort Wayne and St. Louis to be taken to the convention. (Kathy Comstock, president) 
 
MCCOOK ZONE Spring Workshop was held on Saturday, April 17th at Zion Lutheran Church in Imperial. The theme 
was ‘Faithful Unto Death’ and the Bible verse was Revelation 2:10. Pastor Kahle of Zion led opening devotion with 
Matins and some readings. Vicar Baseley & Pastor Lonnie Felcher gave us a presentation on the twelve apostles’ work 
and travels. The Christian Life presentation by Doreen Mohr was based on the hymn ‘We Thank Our God Now and 
Always’, which entailed everyone singing a line of the hymn followed by a description of each line. The service project 
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that we worked on was a doorknob hanger of the cross for the doors of the Imperial Manor and Assisted Living; 
everyone helped color them. An offering of $283 was collected for the zone’s treasury and a silent auction was held on a 
gift basket from Wauneta Roller Mill. The proceeds of $90 from the silent auction will go to district mites. The monetary 
ingathering was craft items for Zion’s Little Sunshine Daycare and Preschool. There were 19 members, four pastors and 
one vicar for a total of 24 people in attendance. Pastor Kahle led the closing devotion with the Funeral Service from the 
Lutheran Service Book. (Susan Nutt, president, and Doreen Mohr, secretary) 

OGALLALA ZONE Spring Workshop was held on Sunday, March 28th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Ogallala. Our theme 
was “Jesus is the Light of the World.” There were 22 members in attendance and two pastors. Bible study was led by 
Pastor Daniel Ramsey, our Pastoral Zone Counselor. (JoAnn Bradley, president) 
 
SEWARD ZONE Spring Workshop was hosted by the St. John LWML in Seward on Saturday, March 27th. The theme 
was “Drawn to the Cross.” Pastor David Rempfer led opening devotions and Pastor David Dobbertien, the Seward Zone 
Counselor led a bible study based on 1 Peter 2:24. Vickie Hegeholz, Yvonne Lunney and Linda Hammer reported on 
updates to the Seward Zone Bylaws. Rita Luebbe, Seward Zone Christian Life Chair led the group in activities which 
included coloring Easter cards for shut-ins and cutting plastic grocery bags into strips for making mats for the Orphan 
Grain Train. 251 pounds of groceries, diapers, and paper supplies were collected for the ingathering and delivered to 
Seward CASA. (Deanna Dowding, president) 
 
YORK ZONE Spring Workshop WAS HELD on Sunday, March 21st at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in York! Bible study 
was led by Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Jon Dunbar based on our chosen bible verse/theme of 1 Peter 3:15 – Jesus, Our 
Reason for Hope. The servant event involved packing personal care duffel bags for women transitioning out of the 
Nebraska Correction Center; 32 bags were completed with about 20 items per bag. A few of the bags were completed 
after the workshop to make sure we had consistent contents. (Colleen Classen, president) 

 
 
 

Meet Your Editor 
 

It dawned on me just recently that many of you may not know me (and I don’t know many of you), so I thought I’d 
introduce myself! My name is Kirstin Hopkins, and I live in Superior, Nebraska. My husband is Robert Hopkins, 
and he is the pastor here at Centennial Lutheran Church. He also fills two vacancies at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Hubble and St. John Lutheran Church in Chester. Robert attended the seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and his 
call to Centennial was his first call right out of seminary. We have lived in Superior since June of 2016. We have 
one adult daugher, named Kaeli and two cats! I was blessed to be able to keep the job I had while I lived in 
Indiana and now work from home. I process medical claims for a small insurance company in Fort Wayne.  
 
I have enjoyed being an active part of LWML and getting to know new people. Even though I’ve been in LWML 

since we moved here, I still feel like a “newbie” and am learning things all the time. Please let me know if you have any information, 
articles or stories you would like to share in the ECHO. My contact information is on the last page of this issue, along with the 
deadline for the next issue. God’s Blessings to you all! It is a joy serving you as editor of the ECHO! 
 
 Parliamentary Pointers 

 
Our very own Parliamentarian, Maydelle Messerschmidt has a wealth of knowledge about  
Robert’s Rules. Watch for these “Parliamentary Pointers” in each issue.  
 
Unfinished Business – Did you know that “Unfinished Business” in a meeting is any business that has to be 
brought over from a previous meeting because the meeting was adjourned before you completed that 
business? Any business that was discussed and “tabled” or brought up for you to think about and bring back 
ideas to the next meeting is considered “General Orders.” 
 
Making a motion – When making a motion do not say, “I make a motion…,” you must state, “I move to…” OR 
“I move that…” 
 
Did you know that parliamentary procedures are in place to protect the minority? 
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  National Convention Central 
   
As I’m sure you’re all aware, the National Convention in Lexington is quickly 
approaching! I am so excited for all the women that are going to this convention. 
I am unable to attend this year and am a bit sad about that but am still excited 
for those that are going, especially the first-time attendees and our YWRs. The 
Executive Committee got to meet the two YWRs this past Saturday, June 12th. 
They are both such a delight! We also got to see the beautiful banner that our 
Past President, Katy Gifford made! Make sure to look for this banner during the 
open procession! For those of us not able to attend, you can watch the 
convention live on the LWML website (http://lwml.org/2021-convention) or watch 
them later as the videos will be archived.  
 
~Kirstin Hopkins, editor 
  

Please pray for these beautiful sisters (and brother) in Christ and all the women that will 
be attending the National Convention in Lexington.  

Pictured above – Back Row (from left to right): Rev. Shawn Kitzing, Junior Pastoral 
Counselor; Vicky Van Nelson, VP of Christian Life; Debbie Rasberry, VP of Human Care; 
Jamie Nikodym, YWR; Juliana Loudon, YWR; Jan Beck, Lincoln Zone Delegate; Elinor 
Kuehner, Hastings Zone Delegate; Anita Harms, Deshler Zone Delegate; Vickie Hegeholz, 
VP of Servant Resources; Jeri Bolddebuck, Seward Zone Delegate; Norma Hansen, 
Treasurer 

Front Row (l to r): Mary Ann Niemoth, Grand Island Zone Delegate; Cindy Long, Delegate 
Alternate; Sherry Buger, Distrist President; Deanna Dowding, Nominating Committee; 
Kristine Riggert, Beatrice Zone Delegate; Denise Hummel, Lexington Bus Coordinator 

Pictured above are our YWRs, Jamie 
Nikodym (on the left) and Juliana Loudon (on 
the right) proudly displaying our banner. 

Vickie Hegeholz, VP of Servant Resources 
presenting the YWRs with a backpack full 
of goodies for convention. Sherry Burger’s 
husband, Michael designed the bags and 
personalized them with their names! 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR CONVENTION ATTENDEES! 
LWML NEBRASKA SOUTH DISTRICT CAUCUS 

 
All Nebraska South Convention Participants are Encouraged to attend!   
 
When: Thursday, June 24, 2021 from 4:40-5:25 PM  Where: Hyatt Regency 2 
 
Hyatt Regency Lexington is located at 401 West High Street and the meeting rooms are the Regency Ballrooms. 
Boxed dinners are not allowed to be taken into the meeting rooms at the Hyatt. Please plan to pick up your boxed 
dinner before or after your caucus and eat it elsewhere. Boxed dinners will be available for pick up between 4 to 6 
p.m. at the Rupp Arena Concourse on Level 3 
 

http://lwml.org/2021-convention


 Page 12 

 
  

Zones Plan for 2021 Fall Rallies 
Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 

Beatrice Sunday, September 26 St. Peter’s Lutheran, Wymore TBD 
Deshler TBD St. Mark’s Lutheran, Ruskin TBD 

Falls City TBD TBD TBD 
Grand Island TBD St. Paul’s Lutheran, Donithan TBD 

Hastings Sunday, September 26 St. Paul Lutheran, Minden TBD 
Holdrege Saturday, October 9 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Cambridge TBD 
Kearney TBD Bethlehem Lutheran, Ravenna TBD 
Lincoln TBD Trinity Lutheran, Lincoln TBD 
McCook Saturday, October 2 St. John Lutheran, Culbertson TBD 
Ogallala TBD St. John Lutheran, Brule TBD 
Seward Sunday, October 17 Immanuel Lutheran, Seward Joyfully Tell of His Salvation 

York Sunday, October 3 St. Peter Lutheran, Hampton Grace Upon Grace 

As plans are made or finalized by zone planning committees, zone presidents or their contact persons, you are encouraged 
to forward updated information to VP of Communication and Webmaster Cassandra Tomsen at ctomsen@hotmail.com. 

This information can then be added to the “For Zones” section on the LWML Nebraska South District website (lwmlnesouth.org). 
The website is a great resource and has a lot of information to keep everyone informed and up to date! 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
January 1 through March 31, 2021 

 

 
Memorials in Honor of:  
Irene Brainard Kurt Allen Irene Utecht Lorraine Katzberg Marlys 
Hamburger Maggie Belz Clara Krieser Lois Bures 
Mildred Lauterbach Patricia Roever Gerald Penner Marfae Wergin 
Leona Wudke Pearl Bonar Dale Poore Harvey Ackerman 
Dale Bamesberger DeWayne Hanchera Sandra Novak Evelynn Hilker 
Dan Kisker Orian Fritz Diane Gohl Debra Landsmann 
Pastor Dan Bremer Amy Harvey Barb Sheeks Shawn Pfanstiel 
 

JoyThankofferings in Honor of:  
Wilma Kellogg’s 100th Birthday 
 

2020-2022 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts will be evenly divided and distributed to: 
Leadership Learning Community for Pastors in Nebraska 

Healing Spaces for at Risk Children/Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
 
(Learning Communities for Pastors in Nebraska is a grant that was voted for at the 2020 District Convention but 
only partially funded. The Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch was the YWR Grant that did not get selected.) 

 



 Page 13 

2020-2022 Mission Grants      Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
 "Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID Biennium ends   
 

 
   June 30, 2022   

Orphan Grain Train/Baltics Shipment $10,000   
$2,500 

 

    
Church Worker Student Scholarships $32,000   

    
Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000   $5,000    
Mission Central Missionary Support $7,500   $1,000    
LFS Military & Veterans Support Services $8,000   $1,000  

  
Adopt an Orphanage $5,000   $1,000    
MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS-LINCOLN $5,000   $5,000    
HIS Kids Camp Scholarships & Bunks $8,000   $4,000    
Fort Wayne Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op $3,000   $1,500    
Gospel Outreach International Students-UNL $3,000   $1,500    
Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families $5,000   $1,000    
DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat $2,000   $1,000    
JACMEL LUTHERAN HOME/HAITI LFS $3,000   $3,000    
Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partially 
funded) $500  

 $500    
  

 
     

YWR - Alaska Mission for Christ; Bible Story Books $3,000   $3,000     
   

    
 2020-2022 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000   $31,000     

 
 

   
 

Deadline for next ECHO:  August 15, 2021 
Please send news from your society to: 

Kirstin Hopkins ♦837 N Dakota St♦Superior, NE  68978 
Email:  k.hopkins07@yahoo.com 

Register for 2021 Serving With JOY 
Retreat (registration page is separate 

attachment) by August 20 
Get a discounted registration fee if you 

register by July 1! 

Have you been on a mission trip or did your group 
have a special event or project that you would like 
to have featured in the next ECHO? Please send 
your articles and pictures to Kirstin Hopkins, your 

ECHO editor (see contact information above) 
 

PRAY for the delegates and attendees to the 
2021 Convention in Lexington 

June 24-27 

 


