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Special and Chosen 
There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  But grace was given to each one 
of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. (Ephesians 4: 4-7)

 Numbers - Have you ever 
thought about how often we use 
numbers each day – miles per hour, 
time, dollars, amounts in recipes, 
loads of laundry, temperature, ages, 
and this year… inches of snow? 

 I recently reported this number …. 1,961!  What 
significance does that number have? This specific 
number, 1,961, represents each member (estimated) in 
the LWML Nebraska South District. You, dear sisters in 
Christ, are part of that number. Each of us, in our home 
congregations, are included in that number -from one 
corner of our District to the other; from the rural 
congregation in the country to the heart of the city; 
young mothers with children; working women; 
grandmothers, daughters, neighbors and friends; 
faithful women serving from generation to generation.  

 That number also represents women who 
faithfully contribute mites for mission projects which will 
have an impact on so many. Contributions, in numbers, 
that grow to affect- lives of future teachers and students 
through scholarships; children through Bible materials; 
missionaries who proclaim Christ; and countless other 
untold blessings. Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow! 

 One of my favorite moments in attending an 
LWML events occur when we join together and sing 

“Lutheran Women – one and all!” The LWML NE South 
District – 119 groups, twelve zones, twelve zone 
presidents, five district vice presidents, two pastoral 
counselors – all making up the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League which functions as the official 
representative organization for the women of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Yet that figure 
represents not only a number, but chosen and special 
women of God. Each one of you a special gift serving 
daily in homes and congregations here in Nebraska. 
Connected through “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all.” 

 Recently the LWML revealed a new campaign: 
“I am the Heart of LWML”. Please check in this edition 
of the Echo regarding this exciting information. Each of 
you are truly what makes LWML so special – “you are 
the heart of LWML!”   As we serve together with 
gladness, keep in mind the passage from Ephesians. 
We are truly made one in body and one in spirit through 
our faith in Christ. Serving as part of a larger number… 
but each so special and chosen by God.    

Blessings dear sisters in Christ as you continue to 
“serve the Lord with gladness” across Nebraska. 

Joy in Jesus 

Sherry Burger 
sherrysue56@gmail.com 
402-365-7633 (Home) or 402-364-3659 (Cell) 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

mailto:sherrysue56@gmail.com
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Vaccinated or Not, Saved Through Christ 
 

“I have been vaccinated.” That was a post I put on Facebook the week after Christmas when I 
received the first shot of the COVID Vaccine. That is also something I have seen many times since. 
Many of my friends who are nurses, or EMT’s announcing “I have been vaccinated.” This has been 
done to show their support to end the pandemic we are in. But there are also many questions 
surrounding the vaccine. I have seen just as many posts on Facebook announcing, “I won’t receive 
the vaccine.” There are questions about how safe the vaccine is or how long it will last. Questions we 
don’t have answers to.  

 As Christians, we have a guarantee and it’s not from a vaccine. But instead it is from the water and Word of 
baptism. Paul tells us in 2 Corinithians, “And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and 
who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” Through the waters of baptism 
something amazing has happened and God has given us the gift of His Holy Spirit. He guarantees us that through the 
waters of baptism we are protected for eternity. We are sealed with Christ, and because of this the assaults of the Devil, 
and sin cannot hurt us. We don’t have to question how good this is for us, or how long it will last, because Jesus gives 
us the assurance that by His death and resurrection, we receive total healing. We have the guarantee of eternal life with 
Him. What a joy it is when we announce, “I have been baptized; I am a child of God!” With that we have the assurance 
of the everlasting love of God for eternity with Him. 

Pastor Shawn Kitzing 
Jr. Pastoral Counselor 
 

LWML – Fresh New Look 
New Mission Statement Revealed 

 
During the January President’s Assembly, a new mission statement for 
the LWML was revealed.  The previous mission statement was created 
by the LWML in 1988.  During the 2017-2019 biennium the Visionary 
Committee began looking at updating the mission statement. That 
committee worked on preliminary research and ideas. 

These great ideas were passed along to the new 2019-2021 Visionary Committee.  This committee reviewed various 
mission statements and determined a mission statement should communicate: Who we are? What we do? and Why do 
we exist? After much deliberation and prayer, the committee used this information to create an updated new mission 
statement which has now been adopted by the Board of Directors.   

Once the mission statement was chosen, five core values were discussed and refined. 

 #1: Christian Women; we live as redeemed children of the Triune God. 
 #2: In God’s Word; We live in joyful response to the Holy Scriptures. 
 #3: Mission Focused; We answer God’s call to share His Gospel at home and abroad. 
 #4: Embrace Diversity; We are sisters in Christ who value and benefit from each other. 
 #5: Servant Leaders; We are called and equipped by God to serve others 
 
This new mission statement continues to encourage and reflect these core values. 
Special thanks to all who worked on the new mission statement.  To God be the Glory! 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God 
by serving others. 
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New Campaign 

In Fall 2020, President Debbie formed a task force to develop a campaign 
that would allow every woman of the LCMS to realize she is an intricate 
part of this organization. The task force members took President Debbie’s 
“We are HIS” concept and logo, emphasizing the heart in the design for this 
campaign. 
 

 
We are the Heart of the LWML because we are HIS: 

 
 Held by His Word 
 Inspired to share His Gospel 
 Surrounded by His grace.  

 
A primary focus of the campaign is that each woman of the LCMS is the Heart of LWML. Christ is in the heart of 
each woman as she engages in mission education, mission inspiration, mission service, and mission support. 
Each woman of the LCMS is invited to embrace her role as a Lutheran Woman in Mission. 

 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 
 
Above information and Power Point for this presentation available at www.lwml.org/i-am-the-heart-of-lwml 

 
 

2021 Convention Banner is Selected 

The design for the 2021 LWML National Convention banner was selected at the February 20th 
Board of Directors Meeting. Congratulations to Katy Gifford of the Falls City Zone! The banner will 
be made on a textured primarily white fabric (monotone). 
 
The witnesses will be made of different patterns of purple, blue, and green representing the unique 
talents and abilities of each of God’s children. The witnesses are shoulder to shoulder as they run 
the race, supporting each other and building each other up in word and deed. 
 
On the backside ribbons of purple, blue and green will be attached from the top and flow freely to 

add depth as the banner is carried through the convention hall.  This flow also represents the reaching out to others as 
we run our race with eyes on Jesus. 
 
A separate Nebraska South banner (about 8’ wide) with similar font and colors would be attached to the side and could 
later be removed if desired for use in a congregation setting.  

Cassandra Tomsen 
VP of Communication 
308-830-9199  
 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 
April 17, 2021 Cancelled Seek N Serve 
June 12, 2021  Grace Lutheran, Grand Island EC Meeting 
June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 
August 7, 2021  St. John’s, Seward BOD Meeting 
September 17-18, 2021 Covenant Cedars Bible Camp Fall Retreat  
November 2021 (date TBD) TBD EC Meeting 
September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
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YWRs for 2021 Convention Chosen 
 
Over the last year or so, I’ve found myself 
contemplating Jeremiah 29:11, repeating it to myself 
over and over. “For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.” As the deadline for the 
YWR applications crept closer and closer, and I couldn’t 
see “THE PLAN” I began to panic. Repeat it with me. 
“For I know the plans…”   

 God is good, and He had a plan! We were blessed with 
two beautiful young women to represent Nebraska 
South at the Lexington National Convention in June. 
This experience can be life-changing and is 
unforgettable. (I can vouch for that as a YWR alum!) 
Please keep these ladies in your prayers as they 
prepare for the convention, as they travel, and 
participate in the convention, all while having a blast 
with the other YWRs.  

Juliana Loudon is a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, in Lexington, NE. She 
is married to Doug and they have one 
son, Dorne. They make their home 
outside of Elm Creek, NE where Julie 
(as she is known by friends) loves to 
garden, cook, and take walks with her 
family. She is the agricultural educator 
at Overton Public Schools, teaching 7th-

12th graders about the world of agriculture around 
them. She also serves as the Overton FFA advisor. At 
Trinity, Julie is on the Board of Directors as Youth 
Chair-elect and a member of the LWML. Her favorite 

Bible verse, which was her confirmation verse and read 
at her wedding, is Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and 
courageous, do not be terrified, for the LORD your God 
is with you, wherever you go”. 

Jamie Nikodym is a 2019 
graduate of Concordia University, 
Nebraska. She is currently serving 
God’s little lambs as a 
Kindergarten teacher at Zion 
Lutheran Elementary School in 
Kearney, NE. In her spare time, 
she enjoys running, supporting 
Bulldog athletics, and playing her 
guitar. In the summers you can find her teaching 
swimming lessons and traveling to explore many parts 
of God’s beautiful creation. She enjoys blessing her 
church with her voice in the choir and trumpet 
accompaniment, in addition to being one of the sound 
engineers for worship services. Her favorite Bible verse 
is Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned and the flame shall not consume you.”  

Again, please keep these ladies, as well as the rest of 
the YWRs from all over the US, in your prayers. If you 
are going in person to the convention, look out for them 
and if you see them, make sure you give them some 
LWML love from Nebraska South!  

Rebecca Mau 
Leader Development Chair 
heymaufam@gmail.com 

 
 

  
   LWML Church Worker 
   Scholarships Available 
         NOW is the time to encourage all      
             students in the Nebraska South District who 
are studying to become full-time church workers (pastors, 
teachers, musicians, DCE’s and deaconesses) to apply for and 
LWML Scholarship.  
 Scholarships up to $1,000 will be given for the 2021-2022 
school year. The scholarship forms may be obtained online at 
www.lwmlnesouth.org or from any congregational society 
president. All applications must be postmarked or sent via email 
on or before June 1, 2021. If you have any questions, please 
call Linda Wills at (402) 469-2322 or e-mail 
lspotter7254@gmail.com. 
 

    Call to 2021 Convention 
                Be sure to register for    
              National Convention in 
Lexington online or mail the form found in Winter 
2020 issue of Lutheran Woman's Quarterly (pages 
M and N). 

Early Bird Registration of $150 ends on April 15th. 
Regular Registration opens on April 16th at the 
regular registration fee of $170 and if 
postmarked/faxed after May 10th or on-site, the 
"Late Registration" fee will be $195.  
 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:lspotter7254@gmail.com
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Gifts from the Heart for Lexington 
 
I'm getting excited for the LWML National Convention in Lexington! Are you?! There's still time and 
room to join us. But if you are unable to go, there are a number of ways you can participate, such as, 
collecting items to send with someone who is attending the convention, having a mission walk and 
gathering pledges or donations, and books can be ordered from home. (See information below about 
ordering books.) All the information can be found at www.lwml.org/2021-convention.  
 

 The Gifts of the Heart recipients are Assurance of Life Ministry, Food Bank Support for Concordia Seminaries - 
St. Louis and Ft. Wayne and MOST Ministries. Assurance of Life Ministry serves Lexington and surrounding areas 
providing health care, free medical services, counseling and support of those facing unplanned and often crisis 
pregnancies. They also minister to those who have had past abortions. They are especially in need of laundry baskets 
(small or collapsible), size 3 disposable diapers, wipes, rattles, and teething rings. (See the full list of baby items needed 
on the Gifts of Heart flyer found on the website listed above.)   
      
 Participation of a Virtual Photo Finish Mission Walk is a great way to involve members of your family, 
congregation or community to raise funds for the new mission grant goal 2021-2023. It can be as small as your 
backyard or neighborhood or as large as your community; you decide. Get pledges and donations. Be sure to 
take pictures of your walk to be included on the website and the big screen at convention, but they must be submitted by 
June 30, 2021. See all the details at Convention Central.   
  
 Don't let distance or COVID keep you from participating in the convention. Get involved. Let's run the race... 
looking to Jesus! 
 
Debbie Rasberry 
VP Human Care 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Grant Update 
 
 On your mark, get set, here we go!!! Friends we recently were able to present checks to three of our Mission 
Grants recipients, as well as, second semester tuition assistance for our future church worker scholarship recipients!!!   
 
We have paid, in full, grants for mission work with: 

 
1. Lutheran Family Services of Haiti, a ministry that helps provide food for the Center of Refuge Orphans and help 

staff and operate Jacmel Lutheran Home. 
2. Mental Health Access for college students in the Lincoln area. University Lutheran Chapel and GracePoint 

Institute for Relational Health Partners to provide access to Christ-centered counseling for students and 
millennials regardless of ability to pay. 

 
We were able to fund a partial amount for:  

Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool in Winnebago, NE.  Providing tuition assistance for preschool students on 
the Winnebago Reservation in Northeast Nebraska.    

 
It is really amazing what we are doing with our mite offerings!!! As funds become available, we will continue 
to fund the mission opportunities we voted on @ the 2020 convention. We are just getting started, and IT’S 
AWESOME!! God has so richly blessed us, allowing us to be a blessing to so many.   
 
Randi Warneke 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

One of the items needed by Assurance for Life Ministry is small “first” Christian 
Books – board books, vinyl books, Arch books. 
Concordia Publishing House is offering a special on Arch Books for 
Convention. Books will be delivered directly to Lexington. The deadline to place 
an order is May 23, 2021. Use the promo code “GFTH” at checkout to receive 
the discounted prices. Visit https://books.cph.org/lwml-gifts-from-the-heart 
and click “Order Online” to go directly to the registry and select the books. 

http://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
https://books.cph.org/lwml-gifts-from-the-heart
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Reaching Out and Staying Connected 
 
 You might recall the article that District President, Sherry Burger wrote in the last ECHO issue about staying 
connected with others during this crazy pandemic. Here is a wonderful example of doing just that from the ladies at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Cambridge: 
 
 Thanks to a Thrivent Grant, the St. Paul's, Cambridge, LWML ladies (from the Holdredge Zone) are participating 
in a fun, caring servant event. The local "Blooms" floral shop has $5.00 Fridays where a small bouquet of flowers cost 
$5.00. The LWML group's plan is to meet to design floral arrangements four times this year for the 12 residents at the 
Assisted Living in Cambridge. Their first delivery was January 5; the next February 5; then Easter and finally the 4th of 
July! The pretty bouquets brought smiles to the residents who cannot yet leave the facility or have guests. It warmed our 
hearts too! ~ Joy Deterding, President        
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Gifts of Love and Joy 
 

 You see an ad asking for volunteers to deliver to needy families some coats, hats, and gloves 
that have been purchased by a local charity. You volunteer to make six deliveries. At each home, the 
families shower you with praise for these thoughtful gifts.  All day long you keep reminding them that 
you are only the messenger, and that the gifts really came from the charity. 
 
 In a way, this story is a true parallel to our lives as we dispense God’s gifts, whether that be 
caring for our families, supporting ministries that share Jesus or sharing something with a neighbor 
who lives next door.   

 
 Since all the gifts in our lives are God’s gifts, we find ourselves constantly reminding those who thank us that we 
are simply sharing God’s things with them.  We are not really being generous. We are not leaving a personal legacy.  
We are simply being faithful stewards with God’s gifts, following through on the good works He prepared in advance for 
us to do, for which He prepared us with His gifts. 
 
 St. Paul wrote in Galatians 3, “So whatever you do, whether in word or deed, DO IT ALL in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” That perspective reflects a heart captured by God’s grace, 
intent on sharing that grace with everyone.  Through His gifts God’s saves with His Gospel.   
   
 If you would like to talk about giving perspectives, your LWML Gift Planning Counselor can help.  Contact Katy 
Gifford, Nebraska South’s Gifts of Love Gift Planning Advocate to get more information about how you can share God’s 
earthly gifts for years to come.  Email: blessings@sentco.net or 402-360-1503 
 
Katy Gifford 
Gifts of Love Advocate 

Pictured above from left to right: Carolyn Abels, 
Joy Deterding, Tina Leibbrant, Denise Rakes 

mailto:blessings@sentco.net
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Registration Opens for the 2021 District Retreat 

 
Our theme, Serving with JOY – Jesus, Others, You is based on the verse 
from John 15:11 and our vision statement was shared in the Winter 2020 
issue. Our registration form is on the next page of this issue, so you may 
register for Retreat at any time. All details are found on the form. Online 
registration will be available later with the choice of paying by sending a 
check or being assessed the convenience fee to pay online. 

The Retreat will take place at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp near Hordville 
on September 17th and 18th. Attendees enjoyed a refreshing weekend of 
renewal and restoration at this location in September 2019. Our schedule 

will begin with check-in Friday afternoon and conclude late Saturday afternoon. Your registration fee includes evening 
and morning devotions, Bible study, three workshops, group singing, lodging and 4 meals. Registration costs for the 
weekend are the same as 2019 with a slight increase for those choosing to attend Saturday only. Please note there is 
also a discount through June 10th for early registration. 

Vision - Gifted by our Lord, we gather to be filled with His joy that 
we might share His joy as we go forth to serve with JOY-Jesus, 
Others,You. 

More information will be shared in the Summer ECHO. 

Jan Beck 
Registrar/Treasurer 
jnalbeck@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Zones Plan for 2021 Spring Workshops 
Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 

Beatrice Saturday, April 24 Zion Lutheran, Harbine Circle of Friends 
Deshler Sunday, March 14 Centennial, Superior The Joy of the Lord is my Strength 

Falls City None scheduled N/A N/A 
Grand Island Cancelled N/A N/A 

Hastings Saturday, March 20 Zion Lutheran, Hastings Rise and Serve 
Holdrege Saturday, April 24 St. John’s Lutheran, Wilcox Serving the Lord with Gladness 
Kearney Saturday, April 24 First Lutheran, Buffalo Heavenly Treasure – Our #1 Priority 
Lincoln Saturday, April 17 St. John Lutheran, Kramer Being Loved – Giving in Love 
McCook Saturday, April 17 Zion Lutheran, Imperial Faithful Unto Death 
Ogallala Saturday, March 27 Trinity Lutheran, Ogallala Jesus is the Light of the World 
Seward Saturday, March 27 St. John, Seward Drawn to the Cross 

York Sunday, March 21 Emmanuel Lutheran, York Jesus – Our Reason for Hope 

As plans are made or finalized by zone planning committees, zone presidents or their contact persons, you are encouraged 
to forward updated information to VP of Communication and Webmaster Cassandra Tomsen at ctomsen@hotmail.com. 

This information can then be added to the “For Zones” section on the LWML Nebraska South District website (lwmlnesouth.org). 
The website is a great resource and has a lot of information to keep everyone informed and up to date! 

Retreat Committee pictured above; Back row (from left 
to right): Sr. Pastoral Counselor, Pastor Mike Neidow; 
Kathy Comstock; Keri Llewellyn; Jan Beck; Kelly 
Mees; & Jr. Pastoral Counselor, Pastor Shawn Kitzing 
Front Row (left to right): Elinor Kuehner & Carolyn 
Nelson, Chairman 

   

mailto:jnalbeck@gmail.com


 Page 8 

Registration Form deadline is August 20, 2021. (No refunds after that date.) 

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly. 

Name on Badge:         

Mailing Address:         

City:   E-Mail:       

*Emergency Contact:   Phone:       
 
*This information is required by Covenant Cedars Bible Camp. 
 
Three workshops will be offered on Saturday afternoon. 
Please mark your order of preference as you will be able to attend all of them. 
 
          _____ Jesus          _____ Others          _____ You 
 
Pastors will be available for private conversation and/or prayer during this time. 
 
  Retreat Registration  $110.00 

  Early Registration (by June 10th) $90.00 

  First Timers Registration/Teens $90.00 

  Saturday Only Registration  $70.00 
 
 
Complete registration/check payable to: NE South Retreat 
Send to: 
Jan Beck 
1820 Broadmoore Drive 
Lincoln, NE  68506-2314 
To register online, go to: www.lwmlnesouth.org 
Convenience fees will be charged. 
 
Questions – contact Jan Beck via cell/text (402) 488-1203 
or email at jnalbeck@gmail.com 
 
What to bring: Twin size bedding or sleeping bag, pillow, towel/washcloth, personal items, casual 
comfortable clothes and shoes. Bring your Bible and plan to relax with other sisters/brothers in Christ. 

 

NEBRASKA SOUTH DISTRICT 
RETREAT 

Covenant Cedars Bible Camp 
Hordville, NE 

September 17 & 18, 2021 

I am a: 

_____ LWML Member 

_____ First Timer 

_____ Teen 

Special Needs 

_____ Dietary 

_____ Mobility 

Explain: ______________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 

 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:jnalbeck@gmail.com
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Nominating Committee Seeking Candidates  

 The Nominating Committee is asking for your help in finding individuals who are willing to use their gifts to serve 
the LWML.  At the 2022 Convention, a Pastoral Counselor, VP of Christian Life, VP of Communications, VP of Human 
Care, Financial Secretary, and a Nominating Committee of three will be elected.   
 
Our first priority is to seek Pastoral Counselor nominees.   
The nominee requirements are: 

• Must be serving in the parish ministry within the LWML Nebraska South District; 
• Previously served as an LWML Zone Counselor for a full term. 

 
 Contact your zone president with suggestions from your zone. She has the forms the pastors need to complete. 
The deadline for nominations is April 10, 2021. 
 
 The zone president also has the forms for the other positions. These will be due August 21, 2021.  All forms 
can also be found on the NE South website.  
 
 Please prayerfully consider serving in one of these positions.  If you need information or have any questions, 
contact one of the members of the Nominating Committee: 

 
Sue Hoffschneider suehoffschneider@gmail.com 
Deanna Dowding deannadowding@yahoo.com 
Susan Thomas susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 
 
(Pictured on the left is our Nominating Committee from left to right: Susan Thomas, Sue Hoffschneider, & Deanna Dowding) 
 

 
 

Mission Grant Check Given 
 
 In Joyful praise to the Lord, the University Lutheran Chapel and GracePoint Institute for Relational Help was the 
first Mission Grant recipient for this biennium. On March 7th, President Sherry presented this grant in person to Pastor 
Bill Steinbauer. On hand for this presentation were students who were preparing to do a service project. God’s timing for 
payment of this grant was just perfect. Because of the many challenges that the students face this school year, the 
counseling services at Grace Point are extremely vital. Venita Steinbauer, Pastor Bill’s wife, is one of the counselors for 
Grace Point. After the students left for their service project, Venita provided a tour of the new facility to Sherry, her 
husband, and her mom, Dixie Heinrichs. The group loved the welcoming atmosphere at GracePoint and learned about 
the services offered there.  What a blessing the Mission Grant will provide for the students. To God be the Glory! 

 To remind you, the Mental Health Access Grant provides college students and millennials access to Christian 
counseling, regardless of their ability to pay. President Sherry shared with the Deshler Zone on Sunday, March 14th that 
Venita already has at least one student in mind who will benefit from the grant money that was presented to her. (The 
pictures below are from Sherry’s visit to the University Lutheran Chapel.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:suehoffschneider@gmail.com
mailto:deannadowding@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.shadyacres@gmail.com
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Who’s Serving You in the District 

 
(These pictures were taken at our very first in-person Board of Directors meeting since the COVID shut-down. Not all 
individuals were present to be photographed – many joined in on Zoom!) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Appointed and Elected Officers (front row left to right): Pam 
Binfield, Christian Life Chair; Randi Warnke, VP Gospel 
Outreach; Norma Hansen, Treasurer; Sherry Burger, District 
President; Cassandra Thomsen, VP Communication; Carolyn 
Nelson, Retreat Committee Chairman; (back row left to right): 
Joyce Kroll, Christian Life Member; Sue Hoffschneider, 
Nominating Committee Chairman; Linda Wills, Gospel Outreach 
Chairman; Rebecca Mau, Leader Development Chairman; Vickie 
Hegeholz, VP Servant Resources; Kelly Mees, Structure 
Chairman; Debbie Rasberry, VP Human Care; Margaret Morris, 
Recording Secretary; Angie Becker, Meeting Manager; Pastor 
Neidow, Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Zone Presidents (back left to right): Kelly Mees, 
Beatrice Zone; Elinor Kuehner, Hastings Zone, 
Mary Ann Niemoth, Grand Island; Kirstin Hopkins, 
Deshler Zone; Kathy Comstock, Lincoln Zone (front 
left to right): Colleen Classen, York Zone; Sherry 
Burger, District President; Deanna Dowding, 

   

 

 

 

 Exciting News!!! In the last week, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) Board of Directors (BOD) met multiple times, seeking God’s will for the 
planning of this year’s LWML convention. After much prayer, the decision was 
made to continue with plans for an in-person convention in Lexington, Kentucky, 
June 24–27, 2021.  

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
October 1 through December 31, 2020 

 

Memorials In Honor of:  
Elmer Holtzen Esther Elting Jeff VanCura Marvin Albrecht 
Harriett Meyer Marlene Beck Esther Einspahr Bonnie Hager  
The women of Redeemer in Lincoln who passed away in 2020 
  
 

JoyThankofferings in Honor of:  
Evelyn Brantenburg 
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2020-2022 Mission Grants      Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
 "Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID  
 

 
  

 
Orphan Grain Train/Baltics Shipment $10,000   

 

Church Worker Student Scholarships $32,000   
 

Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000   $2,500 
Mission Central Missionary Support $7,500   

 
LFS Military & Veterans Support Services $8,000   

 
Adopt an Orphanage $5,000   

 
MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS-LINCOLN $5,000   $5,000 
HIS Kids Camp Scholarships & Bunks $8,000   

 
Fort Wayne Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op $3,000   

 
Gospel Outreach International Students-UNL $3,000    
Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families $5,000   

 
DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat $2,000    
JACMEL LUTHERAN HOME/HAITI LFS $3,000   $3,000 
Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partially 
funded) $500  

  
  

 
  

YWR - Alaska Mission for Christ; Bible Story Books $3,000    

   
 

 2020-2022 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000   $10,500  
 
 

   
 

Deadline for next ECHO:  May 15, 2021 
Please send news from your society to: 

Kirstin Hopkins ♦837 N Dakota St♦Superior, NE  68978 
Email:  k.hopkins07@yahoo.com 

Register for 2021 Serving With JOY 
Retreat (see page 8) by August 20 

Register for 2021 Convention in Lexington by 
April 15 for $150 – the “Early Discount” 

registration fee! 
Regular continues at regular registration fee of 

$170. If postmarked after May 10th or on-site, the 
"Late Registration" fee will be $195.  

 

LWML Scholarships Available 
Encourage all Nebraska South District full-time church 

worker students to apply for $1,000 LWML Scholarships 
for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Forms are online at www.lwmlnesouth.org. All 
applications must be postmarked on or before June 1, 
2021 or submitted by email. If you have any questions, 

contact Linda Wills at lspotter@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/

