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        On the Plains/In the Valley 

 “‘Tis good Lord to be here!” Peter shared these words as he witnessed a transfigured Jesus on 
a mountaintop. That would exactly describe how I felt while sitting at opening worship to begin the 2021 
convention in Kentucky. All of the praying, expectation, and planning were over. It was time to just soak 
in the moment and praise the Lord. Each day at convention was a blessing and memorable experience.  
So much to share… it’s tough to put it into words. What a humbling honor and joy it was to represent 
our district at convention. It seemed like all too soon, I was packing my suitcase and heading back to 
Nebraska – tired physically but refreshed and renewed spiritually. A special highlight was keynote 
speaker, Linda Reiser, who challenged us to take this “mountaintop experience” back down the 

mountain and serve in the valleys in our home congregations. As uplifting as convention was – we couldn’t stay. Like the 
disciples on the mountain with Jesus at transfiguration, we had to go home and get to work.   
 And so…we’re back from that mountaintop experience. Your Zone delegates, the Young Women 
Representatives and those who attended convention are excited to “serve” here in the plains of Nebraska and share 
new information, bible studies, mission projects, and ideas with you. Thanks to all who prayed, traveled, and participated 
in person or online. If you haven’t had a chance to view some of convention, portions are still available on the LWML 
website, lwml.org. Please be in prayer for the new mission grants and officers selected at convention. Enjoy the articles 
and photos in this Echo and get a glimpse of some highlights from the “race” to Kentucky. 
 Fall Rallies will be happening soon! Joyful praise for those who are planning and preparing for these events 
ahead – some for the first time in over a year! Please consider joining with your sisters in Christ at a fall rally. Check this 
Echo for further details! 
 We continue to “run the race looking to Jesus” as we begin each day. We are following an amazing Lord who 
equips us to meet the challenges we face. Blessings as we continue to serve together in gladness. May God bless the 
harvest ahead! 
 
 “Tis good Lord to be here, but we may not remain. 
 But since you bid us leave the mount, come with 
 us to the plain.” LSB 414 
 
(Special thanks to Past President and Lexington Convention 
Keynote speaker Linda Reiser from the Grand Island Zone 
whose inspirational keynote address was the basis for this 
article – To God be the Glory!) 
 
Joy in Jesus 
Sherry Burger, President 
402-365-7633 (Home) or 402-364-3659 (Cell) 
 

 

 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the found and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

Racing to Kentucky; Sharing the Word! 

 What a joy it was to race to Kentucky and attend the National LWML Convention! To be 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses is what the writer of Hebrews says. In Kentucky those 
great clouds of witnesses were ladies clad in purple, the ladies of the LWML; what a great witness you 
are! It was a joy to see the Holy Spirit at work there and how, through the LWML, the Holy Spirit is at 
work all over the world. 
 We laughed, we cried, we journeyed the mountain top, and went into the valley as we heard the 
Keynote address from our very own, Linda Reiser. Also, hearing about the work being done with your 
mites, as recipients spoke on how the Gospel is being proclaimed because of your generosity of 

sharing your mites so all may hear the good news of the Gospel. I have never attended a convention that has been so 
uplifting and encouraging, and if you didn’t leave Lexington ready to go to the valley and share the love Jesus has for 
you something had to be wrong. 
 Ladies of the Nebraska South LWML District, thank you! Thank you for the opportunity to go to that mountain 
top. I have had my eyes opened to the wonderful work you are all doing, sharing the love of Jesus in so many different 
ways. Thank you for running the race, and running it so well; making sure that you are not only running the race, but 
helping others to join in and making sure that at the finish line of the race of our faith that a number so large we cannot 
count are there finishing and standing with Jesus for eternity. All because somewhere in Nebraska a faithful Christian 
lady put a coin in a mite box. That coin spread all over the world with the good news of Jesus’ Love. Run the race and 
look forward to the finish when we are greeted at the line as a victor in Christ Victorious for eternity. 
 
Pastor Shawn Kitzing 
Junior Pastoral Counselor 
 

 

Endowment Fund - New Logo Revealed! 

  At the recent Board of Directors Zone Training Meeting, Endowment Fund 
  Committee Chairman, Linda Reiser presented information and updates about 
  the Endowment Fund. The exciting new logo to identify the fund was revealed. 
  The logo will help identify the fund and information regarding it. The next steps 

  moving forward for the Endowment Fund will be to:  

 Promote the fund at zone and local meetings 
 Finalize a brochure for distribution 
 Plan a matching gifts event 

For more information you can contact: 
 
Linda Reiser – Endowment Fund Committee Chairman 
Katy Gifford – Gift Planning Advocate 
Carol VonSoosten – Gifts of Love Counselor 
 
Please check the website for details: www.lwmlnesouth.org    
 

 

 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
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June 30 Fiscal Year District Summary 

Half of the 2020-2022 biennium is over; it sure seemed to go by fast! Following is a summary of the district’s finances 
from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021: 

Account  Beginning  
Balance   Receipts   Disbursements   Ending Balance  

Operating Account  $                        17,054.39   $     117,326.05   $            113,392.70   $                   20,987.74  
Special Gifts Fund  $                          9,128.83   $         4,676.17   $              10,158.46   $                     3,646.54  
LCEF Steward  $                        91,706.60   $             129.01   $              80,929.01   $                   10,906.60  
LCMS Endowment Fund  $                                       -     $       91,917.74   $                    251.39   $                   91,666.35  

Some points of interest are:  

 Quarterly invoices paid $11,808.47 versus received from groups $6,518.00. (Please consider contributing 
something to help off-set these costs!) 

 Mileage paid = $808.56 and mileage donated = $821.22 
 Mites that have been paid to National LWML = $16,293.26 
 Mites sent to National LWML per Board of Directors Vote on 9/18/2020 = $6,500.00 
 District Mission Grants paid = $46,990.00 

Approximately $80,000 of collected mites is needed by the end of June 30, 2022 to meet our 
mission grant goal and district expenses. Of these mites, $58,000 will pay the remaining mission 
grants, approximately $15,000 for district expenses (based on prior donated mileage and paid 
Quarterlys) and 25% of total undesignated mites collected to be sent to national.  
Serving God Together to His Glory! 
 
Norma Hansen 
District Treasurer 

 

Zones Plan for 2021 Fall Rallies 
Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 

Beatrice Sunday, September 26 St. Peter’s Lutheran, Wymore God’s Promise in the Face of Danger 
Deshler Saturday, October 2 St. Mark’s Lutheran, Ruskin Lord of the Harvest 

Falls City Saturday, October 23 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Weeping Water Running the Race – Looking to Jesus 
Grand Island Saturday, October 16 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Doniphan Mountaintop Experience 

Hastings Sunday, September 26 St. Paul Lutheran, Minden Our Hearts in His Hand 
Holdrege Saturday, October 9 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Cambridge Sent to Serve 

Kearney Saturday, October 16 Bethlehem Lutheran, Ravenna H.I.S. – Held by His Word, Inspired to Share 
His Word & Surrounded by His Grace 

Lincoln Sunday, October 17 Trinity Lutheran, Lincoln Comfort Others as God has Comforted Us 

McCook Saturday, October 2 St. John Lutheran, Culbertson Peace in Jesus, Peace in Prayer 

Ogallala Saturday, October 9 St. John Lutheran, Brule He Heals the Broken Hearted & Binds 
up their Wounds 

Seward Sunday, October 17 Immanuel Lutheran, Seward Joyfully Tell of His Salvation 
York Sunday, October 3 St. Peter Lutheran, Hampton Grace Upon Grace 

As plans are made or finalized by zone planning committees, zone presidents or their contact persons, you are encouraged 
to forward updated information to VP of Communication and Webmaster Cassandra Tomsen at ctomsen@hotmail.com. 

This information can then be added to the “For Zones” section on the LWML Nebraska South District website (lwmlnesouth.org). 
The website is a great resource and has a lot of information to keep everyone informed and up to date! 
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Nominees Still Needed! 

The District’s Nominating Committee is seeking women who are willing to put their names on the ballot 
to serve during the next term. Serving in a position at the district level can be so rewarding. You get to 
meet other women from all over our district, be mentored by and learn so much more about this 
wonderful organization that we all love! You will be trained and given guidance from the women that 

previously held that position, so rest assured, you don’t have to “re-invent” the wheel. Would you consider being one of 
those women? The positions to be filled include:  

   Vice President of Communication     
   Nominating Committee (3 to be elected) 
 
Descriptions of each office and application forms are available on the Nebraska South District website, 
www.lwmlnesouth.org. Additional questions can be directed to one of the committee members.  

Please prayerfully consider using the talents God has blessed you with in serving in one of these positions. Serving with 
your fellow LWML sisters is truly a blessing! 

 Sue Hoffschneider suehoffschneider@gmail.com 
 Deanna Dowding deannadowding@yahoo.com 
 Susan Thomas susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 

 

     Mission Grant Update   

Friends, you’ve been busy filling your mite boxes and the Nebraska South District LWML has been busy presenting 
payments for Mission Grants selected this Biennium. What a joy it is to have the resources to send partial or full 
payment for many Mission Grants! 

We recently were able to present checks to 11 of our Mission Grant recipients totaling $20,500.00!!! 

We have paid, in full, grants for mission work with:  

1. LCMS Nebraska District Leadership Learning Community for Nebraska Pastors 
2. Alaska Mission for Christ YWR Grant for Bible Story Books 

We were able to fund a partial amount for: 

1. Jesus our Savior Lutheran Preschool in Winnebage, NE. (Providing tuition assistance for preschool students on the 
Winnebago Reservation in Northeast Nebraska.) 

2. Camp Luther His Kids Scholarships/New Bunks 
3. LCMS Nebraska District Wives of Pastors Retreat 
4. Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families in Ghana 
5. Central Nebrask Orphan Grain Train – Shipment to the Baltics 
6. LCMS Nebraska District UNL Lutheran Chapel International Students 
7. Concordia Theological Seminary Food & Clothing Bank 
8. Orphan Grain Train – Adopt an Orphanage 
9. Lutheran Family Services – Military & Veteran Services 
10. LCMS Mission Central 

 
God has so richly blessed us, allowing us to be a blessing to so many! 
 
Please note ~ LWML Mission Grant Applications for the 2022-2024 biennium are now being accepted until December 15, 
2021 (for forms and details, go to the district website: http://lwmlnesouth.org)  
 
Randi Warneke 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:suehoffschneider@gmail.com
mailto:deannadowding@yahoo.com
mailto:susan.shadyacres@gmail.com
http://lwmlnesouth.org/
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Pictures from the 2021 LWML National Convention 

  

Pictured above left: some of the Nebraska South Officers and our Young Woman Representatives presenting Missionary Gary a check for one of our 
District’s Mission Grants.  On the right: Also presenting a check to Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch who will receive one half of the 2020-2022 Joy/Memorial 
Thank Offerings. Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow. 

Pictured below is NE South President Sherry Burger along with most of those attending the convention representing Nebraska South.  

(NOTE: See the separate attachment for more pictures!) 
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Convention Highlights from our Young Woman Representatives 
 
 As a former track athlete, and current Cross-
Country coach. I think about running often. This 
summer I had the pleasure of thinking about running in 
a different light. While “running the race” to Lexington I 
was able to meet many smiling faces and fun 
personalities on the bus. Getting to know such a large 
variety of God-fearing women was really a highlight. We 
watched movies (I will admit I shed some tears during 
“Overcomer”), played games, and kept good track of 
our “race” on several state maps. Once arriving in 
Lexington, I was then able to see 
familiar faces almost everywhere I went 
which brought so much joy!  
 As our time in Lexington got 
started, we were able to use our gifts 
and serve by sorting the incredible 
donations for Gifts from the Heart. I was 
tasked with sorting and counting 
hygiene supplies. It was amazing to me 
how fast my time went sorting, and my 
heart was filled seeing how generous 
our sisters in Christ are to those in 
need. Totals for the hygiene supplies I 
sorted totaled over 3,000! 
 Another highlight of convention 
was the mission flag processional. Six 
new countries were added this 
biennium, meaning that six new 
countries have gotten to hear about the 
good news of Jesus thanks to LWML 
missions. I was able to carry the flag of 
Laos, a country I once knew very little 
about. It was such a blessing to 
represent another nation in this 
processional.  
 Sitting down on the convention 
floor, rather than the arena seating, 
during each of the meetings was another fun 
experience. We got to learn so much about the 
business workings of LWML and the impact that the 
organization has all over the word. It was so eye 
opening to hear what our little mites can do!  
 Overall, being a YWR meant meeting wonderful 
Christian women of all ages and experience what it was 
like to run the race to Jesus with that big crowd of 
witnesses cheering you on. Convention really was an 
inspiration to focus on my own race here in plains of 
Nebraska. It helped me to focus first on spending time 
in God’s Word personally so that I can then go and 
spread that word to all the Nations.  
 
~Jamie Nikodym of Zion Lutheran, Kearney 

 

 This was the first National LMWL Convention 
that I had ever attended, and so I had no idea what to 
expect. I knew it would be different than a ‘normal’ 
convention, because Jesus would be at the heart of 
every activity, but I didn’t exactly know how to prepare. 
The advice given by our lovely YWR host committee 
was, pack comfy clothes, pack snacks, and prepare to 

not sleep! This turned out to be true, as 
soon as we arrived at the convention on 
Thursday, we were put to work! A 
highlight for me was the YWR booth. 
We got to get ‘craftsy’ and make 
fascinators, a small hat popular at horse 
races (our host city of Lexington, 
Kentucky played a big role in many 
themes throughout the convention)! 
Women would come by and either make 
their own, or request a custom-made 
hat, made by us! I still cherish the 
pictures I took of all my creations. We 
blazed through Friday with general 
sessions, and soon it was Saturday. I 
loved participating in the Mission Walk! 
Seeing the sea of ‘green’ shirts walking 
down the street was so uplifting! Even 
though it was June in Kentucky, we 
were able to power through the heat. It 
was so amazing knowing our efforts 
raised over $88,000 for missions. 
Finally, to cap off a wonderful evening, 
we were treated to some bluegrass 

music! The live concert was so much fun, and the YWR 
group decided to praise the Lord with DANCING! The 
lead singer of the band thought that was a ‘hoot’! After a 
few months to sit and ponder my experiences, I come 
away with a greater appreciation for our organization 
that connects women of all ages together, to worship 
our Lord in all our ways. I had a wonderful time and look 
forward to joining new and old friends in Milwaukee in 
2023! 

Julie Loudin of Trinity, Lexington (Nebraska, not 
Kentucky!) 

 
 

 

Jamie is pictured on the left and Julie is 
on the right. See more pictures on the 
attached convention page. 
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Lexington Convention – Running the Race! 
 

 The race is on! Even though there was no betting at the tracks at the 29th Biennial LWML National Convention in 
Kentucky, “Running the Race… Looking to Jesus” was a fitting theme. Despite these uncertain times, we were so 
blessed to be able to have the convention in person, to be together in fellowship, to share and grow in our faith together. 
We covered the welcoming city of Lexington in purple! The LWML National Convention was the first big event they had 
hosted since the start of the pandemic. Sadly, the effects of COVID were evident with empty buildings, closed 
businesses, and limited staff. Overall, the turbulence of the past year couldn’t dampen the wonderful time we had with 
the Lutheran women from all walks of life across the country. 

 This was the second national convention that I attended, the first one being in Mobile, Alabama, in 2019 as one 
of the Nebraska South District’s Young Woman 
Representatives (YWR). This time, I was the only member 
from my church in Waco, Nebraska to attend. I will admit not 
knowing anyone on the trip made me a little nervous, but I 
shouldn’t have worried; friends were made on the bus trip and 
at convention. My nervousness was also helped by the fact 
that this year I volunteered to participate as a voting delegate. 
It was interesting to be involved in voting for mission grants 
and new officers. It was a joy to see our Mighty Mites in 
action, although it was hard to choose which grants to 
allocate the funds to. It is all in God’s hands! 

 All of the Mission-in-Action speakers of the 
convention were inspiring and thought-provoking. One 
speaker who stood out to me was Christine Leonard from the 

sharing Jesus with people with disabilities – Bethesda Lutheran Communities. 
Christine shared with us a video of a woman named Alana, and her journey of 
faith with the help of Bethesda. Alana lived in a group home for nine years and 
didn’t know Christ or even about church. She was baptized and then four and a 
half years later, she wanted to take a confirmation class. Through Bethesda 
Ministry Consultants and volunteers, Alana was able to have weekly one-on-one 
confirmation classes. There was not a dry eye in the stadium when Alana was 
asked on confirmation day, “Do you know that God loves you because of Jesus?”, 
to which she exclaimed, “YES!” She was then asked, “Do you want to continue to 
grow in the faith and life of Jesus?” Again, she answered, “YES!” Seeing and 
hearing her story of faith is truly inspiring and heartwarming. With funds received 
through the LWML Mission Grant #15 from 2017-2019, Bethesda continues to 

help individuals like Alana know God and the love of Jesus. Information to help churches know how to help those with 
learning disabilities and special needs is available on Bethesda’s website: www.bethesdalc.org.  

 Our very own, Linda Reiser presented the keynote speech on Thursday afternoon, in which she compared our 
experiences at the convention (on a mountain top) versus our daily lives (in the valley). At convention we are blessed to 
be with each other in a kind of bubble where the real trouble of the world falls away for a little while. How wonderful to 
spend time with others who share the same love, hope, and faith in Jesus in our mountain-top experience. All good 
things come to an end, and we have to go back to the valley, where our work is far from over; our work of sharing Jesus 
and the Word with people who need to hear it and pray the Holy Spirit works within them. Returning to the valley means 
a return to the emotional and physical baggage we all carry. If only the woes of the world could be replaced with the love 
of Jesus in everyone you meet in our daily lives.  

 Deaconess Heidi Goehmann, our bible study leader, focused on the convention verse from Hebrews: …let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us…(Hebrews 12:1, ESV). Heidi’s point was that we need to acknowledge all the “bricks” in our backpack that weigh us 

Pictured above are the Nebraska South District Delegates along 
with President Sherry and Junior Pastoral Counselor, Rev. 
Shawn Kitzing. Morgan is in the front row on the far left.  

Above is a picture from the video of 
Alana when she was confirmed. 

http://www.bethesdalc.org/
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down in our race of life. Our bricks can be a variety of things such as sin, or emotions like anger, anxiety, and loneliness. 
She illustrated her point by wearing a backpack during her message. She described how some people’s backpacks, are 
lighter than others and we all need help from Jesus to take the weight. God helps us wear our backpacks, and Jesus 
removes the weight one strap at a time. Jesus endured this weight on the cross. God honors our suffering and struggles, 
no matter how large or small. He builds our resilience because of his concern for us and brings hope. “God doesn’t 
leave us on our own, but runs before us, beside us, and behind us, cheering us on, and lifting us up when we are weary. 
He gives us one another, which is no small gift.”   

 Outside the convention center we had the opportunity to visit the Ark Encounter – a life-sized replica of Noah’s 
Ark. It’s truly a miraculous destination and I highly recommend it! The thought that went into the engineering and detail 
was amazing to see. While at the ark we were able to see Ken Ham the CEO and creator of the Ark Encounter. He was 
scheduled to give a presentation on Genesis called the “Genesis, Foundations, and How to impact the Culture.” 
Unfortunately, we weren’t able to hear him speak due to time constraints. At the Encounter I learned of The Creation 
Museum, which wasn’t part of our itinerary for this trip, but it’s definitely now on my bucket list of places to visit.  

 This convention was a great experience and provided 
much needed comfort in these trying times. For me it was also 
the confidence booster I needed. LWML has been a wonderful 
organization that has continuously pushed me out of my 
comfort zone.  

 Mark your calendars for the 40th Biennial Convention in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 22-25, 2023. I look forward to 
seeing everyone there!  

Morgan Ehlers of St. John’s, Waco 

(Note from the editor: More of Morgan’s photos are included 
on the attachment sent with this issue.)  

 

2021 Gifts from the Heart 

 I was blessed to attend the LWML National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky in June. Even though it was my 
eighth convention, I'm always amazed that just like our mites, even the smallest of donations when combined with others 
and God's blessing, how it grows and grows! Unfortunately, there's no way to get a complete tally of what was donated 
to the Gifts from the Heart from our district to Lexington. Thank you to my fellow bus riders in the compilation of this 
information. 
 
 Various collections were held to involve groups, zones and churches throughout the district, such as, fellowship 
coffees, bulletin notices, collection boxes, and request for donations. St. Paul's in Kenesaw had a campaign to "Help Us 
Fill the Suitcase” with requested Gifts from the Heart donations that were taken to convention. Some chose to bring 
easier to carry items, while others chose to donate closer to home, and another chose the option to order Arch books 
online that were delivered to convention all from the comfort of home. 
 
 As a group we donated $260 in Target gift cards and over $220 in Walmart gift cards for both of the Concordia 
Seminary’s (St. Louis and Ft. Wayne) food banks and co-ops. Some of those that contributed were Beautiful Savior, 
North Platte; St. Paul, Holstein; St. Peter, Scribner; and St. Paul's, Kenesaw. 
 
 We contributed 38 pairs of glasses towards the 6,008 pairs of glasses MOST Eyeglass Ministry will use to give 
the gift of sight and 20 crocheted finger puppets to share the Gospel. 
 
 Assurance of Life Ministries was the recipient of various baby items: three pop-up laundry baskets, several 
packages of baby wipes, two teethers, two sippy cups, one pacifier, six burp cloths, eight receiving blankets, four fleece 
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blankets, two children's Bibles, eleven children's books, baby clothes including five outfits, and a box of toys. Thirteen 
Arch books were also donated, plus 20 that were ordered from CPH. 
 
 Closer to home, the Crisis Pregnancy Center in Lincoln, Nebraska was supported with donations from St. John, 
Seward and others with the gift of diapers, gift cards and mom goodie bag. 
 
 Donations of over $565 were collected for the Photo Finish Mission Walk. These funds will be used to support 
the new mission grants selected for the next biennium. 
 
 Orphan Grain Train was blessed by the Wayne Zone (our friends from the Nebraska North District) and Fall City 
Zone with 43 school kits, 64 hygiene kits and $100 donation. St. Peter’s in Elk Creek (Fall City Zone) took their 
donations to a nearby OGT branch.  
 
 Through your gifts and donations, the heart and love of Christ was shared in Nebraska, the Lexington area and 
around the world. May you and the recipients be truly blessed!  Thank YOU! 
 
Debbie Rasberry  
Vice President Human Care 
 

  

LWML Nebraska South District Convention 2022 

Get ready to join in celebrating with sisters in Christ from across Nebraska in 2022 for our District Convention. 
Plans are being made for this joy-filled convention. Further information will be shared in the Winter ECHO and we 
have secured author, Deb Burma as our keynote speaker! The LWML will be celebrating 80 years of service in 
2022. The theme was chosen to celebrate that service while moving forward with joy as we plan for the future. 

When: September 16-17, 2022 at the Younes Center in Kearney, Nebraska 
Theme: Joyful Hearts Moving Forward – Celebrating 80 Years 
Theme Verse: …but I see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, an no one will take your joy from you. (John 
16:22b, ESV) 
 
Convention Banner Design Needed – Get your creative side going and submit your color design by Saturday, 
January 15, 2022. The banner design will be voted on at the February 2022 Board of Directors meeting.  
 
Please send submissions to: 
 
Cassandra Tomsen 
Vice President of Communication 
682 38 RD  
Minden, NE  68959 
(308) 830-9199 
ctomsen@hotmail.com 
 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

September 17-18, 2021 Covenant Cedars Bible Camp Fall Retreat  
November 13, 2021  Trinity Lutheran, Lexington EC Meeting 
February 5, 2022 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Utica BOD/Zone Training 
June 2022 TBA EC Meeting 
September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
June 22-25, 2023 Milwaukee, Wisconsin National Convention 
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Spotlight on Special Events 
  
 On Saturday, May 22, 2021, a celebration of the 
120th year anniversary of the Lutheran Ladies Aid was held at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Hazard, Nebraska. Twenty women 
attended to celebrate this faithful organization! The gathering 
was visited by a former pastor, Rev. H. Gudmundsen (1904, 
1907-1915), played by our current pastor, Rev. D. Hanson 
with a reflection of the origins of 
the Sweetwater Norwegian 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Congregation Ladies Aid Society 
in 1901. Historian for the 
Women of Faith, Judy Strate, 
read the original history of the 
beginnings of the society written 
by Mrs. Oscar Reinertson, 1939.  

 The Legacy Core of the 
Women of Faith were honored 
for their continuing in the 
traditions and support of Faith 
Lutheran Church, the mission 
needs of the community and the 
world, and continuing to share in 
the study of God’s Word. These women were recognized 
through the theme of the celebration, “The Bride, The Church” 
based off of the passage from Isaiah 61:10-11, with bringing 
and describing a memento from their wedding day such as 
photos, crystal and silver dishes, bouquets, veils, hats, belts, 
purses, handmade linens and candles. Grace Kucera, Phyllis 
Rasmussen, Marilyn Unick, Janet Kucera, and Norma Vocke 
also provided a favorite dessert for the wedding reception 

(feast) with a printed recipe card to share with the gathering. 
Desserts were served with historical tablecloths, dishes, cut 
crystal punch bowl and silver coffee service. 

 We also recognized the Women of Faith reaching 
age 65 in the year 2020-21, acknowledging their faithfulness 

to the church and society. The 
historian reviewed each woman’s 
life through the theme “Praise, 
Service, Trust”.  A review of their 
lifetime focus on family, church, 
community and vocation 
demonstrates their devotion to 
use their God given talents and 
gifts for the good and well-being 
of others. A Bible verse and gift 
was given to each of these 
women: Hope Pritchard (Psalm 
100:1-4), Diane Feldman (1 
Peter 4:10-11), and Sharon 
Leithoff (Psalm 37:3-6a,11). 

 A History Display was 
set-up by the historian of the Women of Faith with history 
albums from 1903-2021. A new display “Remembering… 
Music, Choir, Organists/Pianists and the Sounds of Faith” 
continues the yearlong commemoration of celebrating 25 
years as members of LWML Nebraska South District. 

~Judy Strate, Christian Life Chairman and Historian of the 
Women of Faith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Parliamentary Pointers 
 

Our very own Parliamentarian, Maydelle Messerschmidt has a wealth of knowledge about  
Robert’s Rules. Watch for these “Parliamentary Pointers” in each issue.  
 
Agenda – The chairman needs to prepare a basic agenda in advance of the meeting. This order of business 
allows the president to take up each item of business in a sequential order. Presiding officers often expand the 
agenda into a script agenda for themselves to include everything the chair knows that she will say. A motion 
and second are needed to accept the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes – A motion is NOT needed to accept the minutes of the previous meeting. After the 
secretary reads the minutes the president asks if there are any corrections. If there are no corrections she 
states, “The minutes stand approved as read.” If there are corrections, she states, “The minutes stand approved 
as corrected.” Even if someone makes a motion to accept the minutes, it is not voted upon. The minutes are 
approved by general consent. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – After the treasurer’s report is read, the president asks if there are any questions for the 
treasurer concerning this report. If there are none or after any questions have been answered, the president 
states that the report will be filed. The report is not “filed for financial review,” or “accepted,” or “adopted,” or 
“approved.” No action is taken on the treasurer’s report. At the end of the fiscal year, the treasurer’s report is 
presented for financial review and THAT report is adopted.  
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NEW OFFICER FORMS AVAILABLE 
 Our web site (under the “For Zones” tab) has been updated with the latest forms to enter your group’s leaders. Even though 
the information is valuable in the Contact Directory, it is crucial to have these forms returned in order to get the correct number of “The 
Quarterly” for your ladies.  The number you put on this form is what will be sent to national in December for your 2022 subscription 
count.  This number cannot be decreased until next fall—it can only be increased.  If a form is not returned in a timely manner, 
you may receive the same or fewer Quarterlies that was sent to your group in 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Please try to have the forms turned into your CURRENT zone president by November 20th. She needs to have them sent to 
me by December 1st.  If you take advantage of the Online Entry, please either enter your own email at the bottom or your current zone 
president’s email so you have a copy for your records! Below is an example of where you can enter your email address or your zone 
president’s email address if you submit your information online: 

 

 

 

 

 Society leaders: If you need a printed copy of this form mailed to you, I would be happy to do so. Please contact me at 308-
832-2965.  I know many of you don’t hold elections until the end of the year. If that is the case, please return the form with the 
updated number of Quarterlies needed and add a note that you will be holding elections later.  The beauty of the online access to the 
Contact Directory is that it can be updated at any time! 

Cassandra Tomsen 
VP of Communication

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
April 1 through June 30, 2021 

 

 
Memorials in Honor of:  
Norma Huntington Robert Rownd Don Winkle Mary Beethe 
Edna Niemeyer Hulda Scheiding Mary Black Frieda Nelson 
Velda R. Schutte Ethel Gierhan Dorothy Lawson Janis Bauers  
Lois Smith Bill Hartmann Linda Gilson  
Zion Lutheran Church - Shelton  
 

JoyThankofferings in Honor of:  
None 
 

2020-2022 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts will be evenly divided and distributed to: 
Leadership Learning Community for Pastors in Nebraska 

Healing Spaces for at Risk Children/Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
 
(Learning Communities for Pastors in Nebraska is a grant that was voted for at the 2020 District Convention but only partially 
funded. The Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch was the YWR Grant that did not get selected.) 
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2020-2022 Mission Grants      Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
 "Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID  Biennium ends  
 

 
    June 30, 2022  

Orphan Grain Train/Baltics Shipment $10,000   
$2,500  

 

   
Church Worker Student Scholarships $32,000   $15,990    
Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000   $5,000    
Mission Central Missionary Support $7,500   $1,000    
LFS Military & Veterans Support Services $8,000   $1,000  

 
 

Adopt an Orphanage $5,000   $1,000    
MENTAL HEALTH ACCESS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS-LINCOLN $5,000   $5,000    
HIS Kids Camp Scholarships & Bunks $8,000   $4,000    
Fort Wayne Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op $3,000   $1,500    
Gospel Outreach International Students-UNL $3,000   $1,500    
Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families $5,000   $1,000    
DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat $2,000   $1,000  

 

 
JACMEL LUTHERAN HOME/HAITI LFS $3,000   $3,000    
Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partially 
funded) $500  

 $500    
  

 
     

YWR - Alaska Mission for Christ; Bible Story Books $3,000   $3,000   
  

   
    

 2020-2022 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000   $46,990     
 

   
 

Deadline for next ECHO: November 15, 2021 
Please send news from your society to: 

Kirstin Hopkins ♦837 N Dakota St♦Superior, NE  68978 
Email:  nesouthlwmlecho@gmail.com 

(Please make note of my new email address.) 

PRAYERFULLY consider allowing your 
name on the ballot to serve during the 

2022-2024 biennium – see page 4. 

LWML Mission Grant Applications for the 2022-2024 
Biennium are due December 15, 2021. The application 

can be found on the district website: 
http://lwmlnesouth.org/20222024_mission_grant_application  

 

 PRAY for our LWML Scholarship               
  recipients as they begin their 

 studies this Fall Semester 2021! 
(Note: See the scholarship recipients pictured on the 
next page.) 

Ask attendees at your Zone Fall Rallies to begin 
thinking of ideas for the Convention logo design! 

See page 9 for more information. 

SPECIAL GIFTS UPDATE: Due to COVID travel 
restrictions, there is no news about special trips at 

this time. There ARE still funds available for mission 
projects. The application can be found on the district 
website and are due by January 15, 2022 & August 

1, 2022. 

mailto:nesouthlwmlecho@gmail.com
http://lwmlnesouth.org/20222024_mission_grant_application


Katie Borcherding
Lincoln

Teacher - Mequan

Nathan Birtell
Holdrege

Pastor - Seward

Kayla Ernstmeyer
Lincoln

Teacher - Seward

Tyler Bartels
Tecumseh

Pre-Sem - Seward

Jacob Garrison
Malcolm

Pastor - Fort Wayne

Macy Gebhardt
Seward

Teacher - Seward

Aaron Ferguson
Hyannis

Pastor - Fort Wayne

Noah Burger
Davenport

Pastor - St. Louis

Daniel Duffy
Kenesaw

DCE - Seward

Devon Reitz
Milford

Psychology - Seward

Anna Sommerer
Seward

Teacher - Seward

Erik Hart
Fairbury

Pastor - St. Louis

Lexie Kreizel
Lincoln

Teacher - Seward

Brianna Van Bibber
Grand Island

Teacher - Seward 

Christopher Warneke
Hastings

Pastor - Fort Wayne

Alyssa Owens
Seward

Teacher - Seward

Hannah (Birtell) McLaughlin
Holdrege

DCE - Seward

So then, my dear friends, stand firm and steady. Keep busy always in your work for the Lord, since 
you know that nothing you do in the Lord’s service is ever useless.” – 1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV)

Nebraska South District Church Work Scholarship Recipients 2021-2022

Heavenly Father, we thank you for these students who are preparing to work fulltime 
for You in the Church. Grant them wisdom, bless them as they study and give them 

a willingness to serve wherever You call. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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