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Staying Connected 
Staying connected – now more than ever 
this has become challenging.  Connections 
right now are difficult - with social 
distancing, avoiding crowded places, 
keeping loved ones safe, and not seeing 
those smiles behind the mask. It becomes 
a struggle and can be exhausting. Through 
all of this craziness, my favorite verse 

continues to sustain and remind me, “ …  For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:37-39 

Nothing….not covid, not distancing, not masks, not even 
death…. NO THING “in all creation” can separate me from the 
God that loves me and sent his only Son in my place! 
Because of this message of joy and love, I can be comforted 
knowing that heaven is without a doubt- my home. It is that 
comfort and joy that continues to lift me up daily during these 
unusual times.   

Consequently, as we begin this biennium, I am encouraging 
everyone to stay connected. Stay connected to Christ! Stay 
connected in God’s Word. Stay connected through worship. 
Stay connected with families. Stay connected between 
generations. For now that requires some creativity in how we 
do things, but God has provided resources for these times. I 
have heard of so many groups who are trying new ways to 
continue to serve the Lord in their groups – online bible 
studies, drive by greetings, card showers to name a few. Who 
could have ever imagined 80 years ago, that we would be 
able to host a Virtual LWML convention, or conduct business 
efficiently on something called ZOOM!  

So let’s take a moment for Joyful Praise and 
Thanksgiving to the Lord: 
 

 For the “2020 Vision for All” Virtual Convention – 
thank you to Past President Katy Gifford, Cassandra 
Tomsen and her team, the convention committee, 
and Pastor Dan Gifford for their role in making the 
virtual convention a reality. Many have enjoyed 
watching and re-watching the speakers and events. 
It has been and will continue to be a blessing to the 
women in NE South and around the nation! To God 
be the Glory! 

 
 For the Mission projects that were selected.  May the 

Lord continue to bless all of those missions and help 
with funding for those not selected.   

 
 For Past President Katy, the outgoing officers, and 

Pastor Kuefner and their tireless service to NE 
South. Praise God for all who were willing to be on 
the ballot. Welcome and congratulations to those 
who will now serve on the Executive Committee. For 
those who were not elected, God has a plan for you 
also to continue “serving with gladness” but in a 
different way.     

 
 For the establishment of an Endowment 

Fund.  Prayers for Katy’s new role as the Gift 
Planning Advocate for our District. Prayers as this 
process begins, may it be a blessing to many. 

 
 For all those who have graciously agreed to an 

appointed office or committee ~ Thank you! 

May God be with us as we all continue to stay connected 
and serve the Lord with gladness ~ Joy in Jesus 

Sherry Burger 
sherrysue56@gmail.com 
402-365-7633 (Home) or 402-364-3659 (Cell) 

  

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

mailto:sherrysue56@gmail.com
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Scammed Yet Restored 
I hate to admit it, but I got scammed. I should have known better, suspected something, 

questioned things more, “smelled a rat”, but I didn’t. I was totally convinced that what I was being led 
to say yes to was the best thing to do. Let me explain. 

Recently I was contacted by a “web-tech company” that promised that they could protect my 
computer from people who would want to steal vital information from our church’s computers. Foolish me allowed them 
to run a “test.” Of course, it showed that some unknown forces were trying to get into our system and that something 
needed to be done quickly. This web-tech company said they could help, of course, for a cost.  And I bit. 

Others saw the thing for what it was, a scam, but I was convinced otherwise, until I listen to their reasoning. 
Then a stop payment was placed on the check, and that’s when all “h…” broke loose. A phone call came demanding 
payment or else. Then an alarm went off on my computer and nothing could be done about it. After a heated phone call 
with those who were going to “help and protect” my computer, they crashed my computer, and I could do nothing to stop 
it or restore it. Thank God it was only my computer. 

It made me think of all the times I have bit when a greater deceiver has tempted me with things which seems to 
be something I need. I am of course talking about Satan, whom we are forewarned of in God’s Word, to be “the deceiver 
of the whole world” (Revelation 12:9). He makes things seem so appealing and necessary in order to be better off until 
we bite, and then he turns on us pouring on guilt and shame. And we can’t do anything about it, right? 

 Right, but someone can, but not just someone, the only One: Jesus. 

 My computer has been restored to me because someone, namely, a very kind and compassionate computer 
whiz took my computer, and the time, and brought it back to life. In a far greater way, Jesus has restored me (and you) 
to our heavenly Father by entering our world and our lives. He lived the perfect life required by God’s Law and then 
willingly paid the price at the cross, dying our death, to make us alive and restored to God. And when we bite and give 
into sin and the deceiver, Jesus is available to forgive and restore us when we see the error of our ways and repent. 

 I am truly grateful to the one who brought my computer back to life, but so much more for the One who came 
back to life and restored us to Himself. Thank You, Jesus! 

Restored by God’s grace 

Pastor Mike Neidow 
Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 

 

Early Convention Registration for NE South Bus! 

Running the Race by Bus has an advantage! Those who are taking the bus to Lexington may 
register for convention beginning January 15. Just indicate on your registration that you are on 
the Nebraska South Bus. Those riding the bus do not need to book a hotel for convention.   
Hotels for all District buses have been already reserved. Consider this convenient and 
wonderful way to “run” to Lexington and join your sisters in Christ for 2021. 
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2020 District Convention Summary 

 As we all know, the 40th Biennial LWML Nebraska South District Convention was very different this year and will 
go down in history as the first ever virtual convention for this district (and praying it is our ONLY virtual convention). 
Don’t get me wrong, technology can be a huge blessing and has allowed districts all over the nation to still have a district 
convention, but if you’re anything like me, I missed the fellowship with all of you lovely ladies and the HUGS!  

 Please make sure to view pictures of different societies and individuals across our district gathering together to 
watch the convention. The pictures will not be included in the ECHO itself but will be a separate attachment for those 
that might want to save on printing costs.  

If you haven’t had the chance to watch our virtual convention yet, please do so! The videos are located on our 
district website, www.lwmlnesouth.org/2020_districtconvention. There are seven videos that were recorded and put 
together for convention and another video that was compiled after convention was over, highlighting the grants that were 
selected. Many thanks to the talented people that made this possible!  

Kirstin Hopkins 
Convention Planning Committee Co-Chair 
 
Below are few perspectives and summaries about some of the watch parties that were held in our district: 

 

The LWML ladies from Peace Lutheran Church in Grand Island enjoyed a variety of snacks as they viewed and 
participated in the 2020 LWML Nebraska South District Virtual Convention. Knowing that our dear sisters in Christ 
from other congregations were joining us at the same time, was truly a blessing that we will never forget. It is a 
blessing to have the different aspects of the convention available to us to use as we continue through this difficult 
time in our country. God, however, works in mysterious ways to help us share in the Gospel. Our thanks and God’s 
blessings to all those that helped to bring this convention to us. ~ Denise Hummel 

 

What a journey 2020 has been, and it continues. Being honest, I was so sad when I heard that the 2020 LWML 
Convention would not be in person, but virtual. I understood and completely agreed that it needed to be this way, 
but my heart was sad because I haven’t missed a district convention since my first in 1988. I love the mission of the 
LWML and the amazing friends God puts into our life is the icing on the cake - we are so blessed! 

I am very thankful for our district’s exceptional officers and committee members who prayed for God to lead them 
and then followed His lead. I’m also thankful that my LWML society planned a watch party, so we could still be 
together watching the convention and following the Facebook page to see who else was posting photos of their 
watch party. God works all things out just right! 

Our Elizabeth LWML at Zion, Hampton ordered purple LWML shirts, so we’d all be matching which was fun. We 
started with a brunch which was breakfast casserole, pastries, fruit and drinks. Since the convention was recorded, 
we were able to start it when it worked for us and stop or pause the videos for some breaks when needed. We had 
our large mite box close by to add mites each time we heard the word blessing, as Katy challenged us to do. We 
joyfully sang along during worship! I think a highlight was watching the banners. I’m so thankful they included those, 
so we could see who made them. We had one member who needed to be with her granddaughter, but she watched 
from her phone at the event they were at. We were apart yet together. ~ Sharon Goertzen 

 
For the Lord is good, His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.  

(Psalm 100:5) To God Be the Glory! 
 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/2020_districtconvention
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Virtually Technology – Joyful 
Blessings 

Praise be to God for technology! Through the wonderful 
gift of technology and a lot of hard work we were able to 
conduct our 2020 Nebraska South convention virtually. 
Through video presentations we were able to hear our 
speakers share details of their active ministries, and the 
ways in which our Mites help to share the good news of 
our gracious God and His plan for salvation. Each 
speaker was presented with a monetary honorarium 
and sent back Thanks and Praise for the gift.   

Pastor Bob and Kristi Roegner 
from Apple of His Eye Mission 
Society reported they used the 
honorarium to purchase 
Lutheran Service Builder 
through CPH for a year. 

Pastor Brent Smith from Mission 
Central informed us he used the honorarium for direct 
missionary support in the Eurasia region. 

Karla Koehler, who gave us the LWML National report 
sent her honorarium to her son-in-law, one of our 
Scholarship recipients at the Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis. 

The LWML Nebraska District South has truly been 
Blessed to be a Blessing to many through our mites and 
offerings!  Praise be to God!! 

Randi Warneke 
VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

 
 

 

Special Gifts Fund Update 

Who would have thought we would still be socially 
distancing and isolating at the end of 2020?! Our two 
Special gifts funds recipients are Tim Rippstein, St. 
John Seward with 14 college students and adults and 
Rev. Michael Meyer with a team from the Rock 
Lutheran Church, Seward, who will be taking the Good 
News to Akiachak, Alaska and Amatitian, Guatemala, 
hopefully in the summer of 2021.   

This year, I have not received any applications, due to 
Covid, but If you have a mission trip planned for 2021, 
go ahead and apply for funding. The Endowment has 
been established, but funds have been set aside for 
2021 Mission projects. The Endowment committee 
continues to meet and guidelines will be established for 
use of the funds. For now, however, the same 
guidelines will be used as we have been using for the 
past few years. The application can be found on the 
LWML Nebraska South District website. 

Please consider remembering the LWML Endowment 
with gifts from your will, living trusts, or retirement 
mandatory distributions. 

Susan Thomas 
Special Gifts Chairman 
susan.shadyacres@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in York met on Saturday 19, 2020 for a virtual district convention watch party. We 
gathered in a different way this year due to COVID-19 not allowing us to be with our purple LWML sisters. Our 
society held a watch party in our church fellowship hall with 10 members present all socially distanced around the 
room. We watched most of the convention videos while munching on some delicious treats that members brought 
to share. Morgan Ehlers created interactive bingo cards designed to keep us on our toes while watching the 
different videos. Some of the bingo spaces included: will Katy cry, will the YWR’s give a presentation, will Sherry 
Burger be president? Winning Bingo Cards received a purple tie-dye 2020 “Vision for All” facemask. We want to 
send a huge thank you to Cassandra, Katy, LWML Board of Directors, Convention Committee and everyone else 
for their endless hours to put this virtual convention together. God Bless the rest of 2020, stay healthy and safe! ~ 
Megan Outhet, Vice President 
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LWML VIRTUAL CONVENTION  20/20 
Vision for All ~ At a Glance! 

 Opening – President Katy Gifford  
o Zone Banner Processional -Zone Presidents 
o Cross, District & Convention Banner, & Lighting of 

Candle 
Katy, Sara, and Pete Gifford 

 Pledge to the Flag – led by Taya Tomsen from Minden, NE 
 Pledge to the Christian Flag– led by Sarah & Hannah Reed from 

Lincoln, NE 
 LWML Pledge led by Past District Presidents – Linda Reiser, Jan 

Beck, 
Karen Christner, Sharon Goertzen, and Linda Fees 

 Worship – District Pastoral Counselors – Rev. Kuefner & Rev. 
Neidow 

 District News -President Katy Gifford – highlights of the past two years; 
o LWML NE South District Endowment Fund; tribute to Past District Presidents - Bernita Neujahr, and 

Edna Moll who received their crown of glory during this past biennium;  
o “Where We Come From” – officer and committee recognition 
o Treasurer’s Report – Yvonne Lunney 
o Gifts of Love Report- Carol Von Soosten 

 Keynote Speaker – Rev. Rob and Kristi Roegner; Apple of His Eye Ministry, Tel Aviv 
Challenges and witnessing to the Jewish people about Jesus 

 Bible Study – Led by Nebraska District President Rev. Richard Snow 
o Lifestyle of Discipleship/growing in faith- Rev. Richard Snow and Rev. Rich Boring 
o Relationship/reaching out to others – Rev. Richard Snow and Bob Zeigler 
o Personal Discipleship/caring for one another and ourselves- Rev. Richard Snow and Rev. Justin 

Hannemann 
 Mission Moments Presentations –  

o Mission Central – Brent Smith 
o University Lutheran Chapel – Rev. Bill Steinbauer and Mark Meyer 

 National News –  
o President Debbie Larson  
o  Treasurer Karla Koehler – 
o Invitation to Lexington – Skit by Brianna Stahlecker & Rebecca Mau ( Leader Development Committee) 
o LWML  Mobile Convention YWR Report – Jeni Hill (Zeller) & Morgan Ehlers 

 Elections:   
o Mission Grant Goal of $105,000 
o New Mission Grants Selected 
o New Officers chosen  
o ByLaw Changes – Updated Echo information & President’s Assembly 
o Establishment of Endowment Fund to be known as – LWML NE South District Endowment Fund 

 Convention Mission Offering of – $7,908.25     Split evenly between: 
o Keynote Speaker-Apple of His Eye Ministry; Pastor Rob and Kristi Roegner 
o 2020-2022  LWML NE South District Mission Grant Goal 
o An Additional $760 was also donated specifically for the Apple of His Eye Ministry 

 Report of the Credentials Committee 
o 139 delegates, 12 zone presidents, 9 elected officers, 5 past district presidents, and 7 YWRs  
o 165 total eligible to vote 

 
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow!” 
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Nebraska South Mission Grants 2020-2022 
At the 2020 convention, our delegates and YWRs selected fifteen mission grants for 2020-2022 biennium keeping the 
Mission Goal of $105,00 (see the last page for a full dollar breakdown of each grant).  

Several Grants are familiar to our District including: 

• Orphan Grain Train/Baltic Shipment   
    

• Scholarships for Church Workers 
• Jesus Our Savior Preschool  
• Mission Central  
• Camp Luther HIS Kids Scholarships/New 

Bunks 
• Lutheran Family Services Military Support

  
 

 

Some new Grants include: 

• Adopt an Orphanage program  
• Mental Health Access for College Students (UNL) 
• Fort Wayne Seminary Food/Clothing Co-op  
• Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books  
• Wives of Pastors Retreat (DOTS) 
• Jacmel Lutheran Home Haiti Family Services  
• YWR Grant Alaska Mission for Christ: Bible Story 

Books 
• Gospel Outreach International (UNL Students) 
• Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partial)  

More information about our grants recipients is available @ LWML Ne South website under the Missions/Applications 
tab. There you will find summaries and videos of each grant. Most of the recipients have their own website or Facebook 
page where you can see pictures and read details of the missions and your mites in action. 
 
What a blessing it is to have an opportunity to partner with these organizations, striving to share the love of God and the 
message of salvation through Christ’s death and resurrection.   

**Keep our missions grant recipients in your prayers, and remember our small mites make a big 
difference in reaching the lost and erring with the message of God’s Love. ** 

Randi Warneke 
VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 
 

 
2021 National Convention Information 

 
When? June 24-27, 2021 
Where? Lexington, Kentucky 
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus 
 
Scripture Verse: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 
Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. 
 
Objectives: Convention attendees will:  

• Focus on Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament. 
• Joyfully celebrate our salvation with song and prayer. 
• Serve our neighbors through witness and mission.  
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Glorify God with your Talents 
 
Creative Women of LWML, we are looking for a banner design for the 2021 National Convention to be held In 

Lexington, Kentucky. Get your creative side going and submit your designs. “Running the Race, Looking to Jesus” - The 
theme for our 39th Biennial Convention is based on Hebrews 12:1-2. The Banner Processional at LWML conventions 
sets the tone for the convention as it beautifully expresses the convention theme and highlights the God-given talents of 
our districts. 

 

Banner specifications are noted below: 

1.) Finished banner size is to be 3’ x 5’. Added fringe may 
be longer. You may not use the convention logo on 
your banner, but do base your design on the 
convention theme, “Running the Race … Looking to 
Jesus.” You may use the convention colors (note the 
letterhead) or other colors if you wish. Heavy fabric or 
bulky items are discouraged, as your banner should 
be easy to manage when carried.  

2.) Your district’s name must be on the front of the banner, though it may be abbreviated. Use any size letters 
you wish. Other specifics will be shared with the banner designer(s).   

 The banner design will be voted on at the February 2021 Board of Directors’ meeting. The individual, group, or 
zone who submitted the design will have the honor of making the banner. Your color designs need to be submitted by 
January 15, 2021 to:     
 
Cassandra Tomsen 
Vice President of Communication 
682 38 RD 
Minden, NE  68959 
(308) 830-9199 
ctomsen@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Convention Logo Explanation 
The convention logo incorporates the shape of the last letter of the Greek alphabet, Omega, and makes 
reference to the passage from Scripture, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end” (Revelation 22:13). The symbol is shaped like a horseshoe, which is appropriate, as 
horses are a large part of the Kentucky culture.   

Ancient Greeks awarded horseshoe-shaped laurel wreaths to victors of competitions. In our logo, the laurel 
wreath symbolizes our victory in Christ 

The banner was a method of announcing an official proclamation. Our banner 
proclaims that we are “Running the Race … Looking to Jesus.” 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ctomsen@hotmail.com
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LWML National Convention June 24-27, 2021 
Lexington, Kentucky 

(Entire trip 6/21-6/28/2021) 
 
Make plans now to join other LWML women in Lexington, Kentucky 
as they celebrate! “Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us 
and proclaim the joy of the Lord.” 
 
“Riding & Racing to Lexington” – Nebraska South is again 

planning to take a charter bus to convention.  Arrive in time to enjoy servant events on Thursday & participate in the 
choir! At this time, the trip also includes a Wednesday trip to the “Ark Encounter” museum in nearby Williamstown, KY. 
Cost will be $370 per person (does not include Convention Motel & Convention Registration/meals).   
 
Tentative Itinerary will be:  
Monday, June 21   Depart for Lexington; pick-up stops at Grand Island, York, and Lincoln, NE 

(possible pick-up along I29, Iowa/Trails End near Brownville) 
Overnight stay at Fairfield Inn and Suites – Wentzville, MO 
(motel room priced with double occupancy/price included) 

Tuesday, June 22   Arrive in Lexington, KY  
Wednesday, June 23    Travel to “Ark Encounter”; trip and museum price included;  

                Early convention registration at convention center on return trip; 
  Meal out ~ TBD 

Thursday – Sunday  Participate in Convention; bus will transport morning & evening 
June 24-27     
Sunday, June 27   Depart at Noon for Nebraska-order convention box lunch to eat on bus! Overnight stay 

again in Wentzville,  MO(included) 
Monday, June 28     Arrive back in Nebraska!   
 
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/and in the Winter Echo.   
Sign up will begin Nov. 15, 2020 through Jan. 16, 2021.   
 
Should changes become necessary due to COVID updates, Zone Presidents and the Board of Directors will be 
informed.  
 
Bus Contact – Denise Hummel, Lexington Bus Coordinator 
dlhummel2000@yahoo.com;  308-946-4121 
 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow!” 
 
 
 

Sign up (Bus registration form is on the next page.) 

Bus Trip sign up begins: November 15, 2020 – January 16, 2021 
More information & details available – http://www.lwmlnesouth.org,  
Checks will be made out to – LWML NE South District 
Checks will be cashed prior to departure – February 16, 2021 
Bus Contact – Denise Hummel; dlhummel2000@yahoo.com;  308-946-4121 
 
Mail Checks to:  Denise Hummel  
   4140 Texas Ave. 
   Grand Island, NE  68803 
 
  

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:dlhummel2000@yahoo.com
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:dlhummel2000@yahoo.com
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
“Riding & Racing to Lexington”  LWML Convention   Bus Trip ~ June 21-28, 2021 
Please mail the following information with payment  
Rooms are Priced with Double Occupancy – if you do not list a roommate, one will be assigned 
  
Name:     __________________________________________________________ 
Address:  _________________________________________________________ 
e-mail     __________________________________________________________ 
phone     ___________________________________________________________ 
Roommate  ________________________________________________________ 
Pick up:   Grand Island  _________    York __________    Lincoln _______  I29_______ 
Checks  to:   LWML NE South District  (will be cashed February 16, 2021)      
I29 Pick-up would be Iowa/Trails End Near Brownville if enough request 
 

 

YWR for 2021 Lexington Convention 

Do you know a young woman who would enjoy meeting over 70 other young women in Lexington, 
Kentucky next summer and making lifelong friendships while serving the Lord? If so, encourage her 
to apply to be one of our LWML Nebraska South District Young Women Representatives (YWR’s) 
to the National Convention. 

These awesome YWR’s will travel on the bus with other women from our district. Just ask a past 
YWR what an experience that is! Once at convention, they will get the opportunity to spend four 

days at the convention participating in special events just for the YWR’s along with being a part of the excitement of 
convention.   

Want to know exactly how awesome it is to be a YWR to convention? Go to the LWML Ne South web site to find out.  
Click on Convention 2020 and scroll down to Video #6: National News… start watching at about 27 minutes to see the 
2018 YWR’s report from Mobile. Thanks to Jeni Hill and Morgan Ehlers for this great look at what a YWR does at 
convention! You can also find out more about the YWR program at lwml.360unite.com/young-women! 

Application forms can be found at lwmlnesouth.org. or by contacting Leader Development Chairman – Rebecca Mau 
(heymaufam@gmail.com) or Vice President of Servant Resources – Vickie Hegeholz (vhegeholz@gmail.com). 
Completed forms can be sent via email or regular mail no later than January 15, 2021 to: 
 
Vickie Hegeholz 
3810 Davey Rd 
Staplehurst,  NE  68439 
402-641-1795 
vhegeholz@gmail.com 
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LWML Nebraska South District Endowment Fund 
What a gift! An amazing opportunity! Thank you LMWL NE South. That could be said about the Special Gifts 

Fund that has been in place since the early 1990’s. At the time it was formed, an Endowment was discussed, now about 
30 years later, an Endowment has been established, thanks to the voting delegates of the 2020 District Convention. 

So what does this mean to our District? It means we all have a lot to learn! It means you will be hearing from a 
newly appointed Endowment Committee that will work to oversee and implement the new guidelines and gift acceptance 
policy. If you have not seen these documents, look on the district website.  

The blessing will be that the Endowment’s purpose is to promote, encourage, receive and manage special gifts 
for the benefit of the mission and ministry of the LWML Nebraska South District. This includes leadership 
development/training and other ministry areas.  

We are excited to have a new Gifts of Love Advocate in our District, Katy Gifford! If you have considered a 
legacy gift to impact mission and ministry for many years in the future for our Nebraska South District, please contact 
Katy (blessings@sentco.net or 402-36-1503) or contact Linda Reiser, Endowment Committee Chair 
(lkreiser@charter.net or 308-379-1746). We would be happy to talk to you about the ways your gift can expand ministry 
through our LWML. 

The LWML we know and love today has been built on the foundation laid by many dear women over the past 
years. Our District Endowment Fund allows us the opportunity in this generation to continue building on that foundation 
and keep our LWML Nebraska South District strong and ready for what God has planned for the future generations of 
women who also love to support missions and missionaries here and around the world! 
 
Linda Reiser 
Endowment Committee Chair 
 
Pictured below are Endowment Committee Member, Yvonne Lunney, our new District President, Sherry Burger and 
newly elected treasurer, Norma Hansen signing documents to start up our Endowment Fund. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gifts of Love and Joy 

This is an exciting time for our district. Not only do we have a new district president, executive committee, and 
board of directors and a new set of grants to fund with our mites, we also have a new endowment fund. The LWML 
Nebraska South District Endowment Fund was approved by our delegates in September. Funds have been authorized 
to be moved to this fund and now it’s time for us, as Women in Mission to take a look at our own lives and see how we 
will help to feed the fund for years to come.   

My husband and I have started this journey (online of course) with Gift Planning Counselor, Carol Von Soosten. 
Looking at our funds, our liabilities, our children, and the ministries we currently support and will want to support for 
years to come is a big task. Dan and I are so thankful we have someone we can trust as we make our plan. The 
following information is shared directly from LWML’s Gifts of Love Counselors. Please read it, pray, and consider how 
God can use your treasures to further His kingdom. 

Trust is crucial when we are considering advisors to guide us in decisions about gifts to family and ministry from 
our estates. The LWML has been in existence since 1942. It is a ministry of the Church, not a corporation looking for 
profit. Giving you encouragement to gather information, options to consider, time to pray and make decisions and 
support with your professional advisors is what your LWML Gift Planning counselor offers. 

mailto:blessings@sentco.net
mailto:lkreiser@charter.net
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The first visit with your LWML Gift Planning counselor in the Lifetime Plan for Giving journey is called 
“discovery.” You share your family story and a survey of your goals that will dictate what your plan looks like with the 
gifts God has given you to manage.  

The second visit with your LWML Gift Planning counselor is called “design.” Using your information and your 
goals, the counselor will diagram and give you visual design choices that will get you thinking about what the Lord is 
guiding you to do.  

The third visit with our LWML Gift Planning counselor is called “summary.” In this stage the counselor will give 
you everything you decided on during the design stage, making sure it all makes sense and making sure it is “your” plan. 
Then the counselor, with your permission, will forward this information to your attorney so the 
process can continue.  

As your district Gift Planning Advocate, I am here to connect you with resources you may need to start the 
process of making a Gift Plan with your treasures.  I am not here to know any financial information or any specifics about 
your plan.  My intent is simply to share the opportunities and help make connections so you can make a plan to glorify 
our Lord with His gifts to you. 
 
Katy Gifford 
Gifs of Love Advocate 

 

 
A Season to Remember – Fall Rallies 2020 

Because of concerns for everyone’s welfare, Fall Rallies were a bit different this year. Of the twelve zones in the 
Nebraska South District, seven chose to postpone their rallies. Many were creative in sharing information with the 
women in their area by Zoom, email, or snail mail while still continuing to serve their zones. Five zones did host a Fall 
Rally while observing guidelines for a safe gathering. All of the Lutheran women throughout the district continue to 
“serve the Lord with gladness” even through these challenging times.    

Zones Plan for 2021 Spring Workshops 
Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 

Beatrice TBA TBA TBA 
Deshler Sunday, March 14 Centennial, Superior The Joy of the Lord is my Strength 

Falls City TBA TBA TBA 
Grand Island TBA TBA TBA 

Hastings Saturday, March 20 Zion Lutheran, Hastings TBA 
Holdrege Saturday, April 24 St. John’s Lutheran, Wilcox Serving the Lord with Gladness 
Kearney Saturday, April 24 First Lutheran, Buffalo TBA 
Lincoln TBA (April) St. John Lutheran, Kramer TBA 
McCook Saturday, April 17 Zion Lutheran, Imperial TBA 
Ogallala TBA TBA TBA 
Seward Saturday, March 27 St. John, Seward TBA 

York Sunday, March 21 Emmanuel Lutheran, York Jesus – Our Reason for Hope 

As plans are made or finalized by zone planning committees, zone presidents or their contact persons, you are encouraged 
to forward updated information to VP of Communication and Webmaster Cassandra Tomsen at ctomsen@hotmail.com. 

This information can then be added to the “For Zones” section on the LWML Nebraska South District website (lwmlnesouth.org). 
The website is a great resource and has a lot of information to keep everyone informed and up to date! 
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HASTINGS Zone held their Fall Rally September 27, 2020@ St. Paul Lutheran Church, Kenesaw. The theme of the 
rally was “Believing… is Seeing” based on Luke 2:29-32. Pastor Paul Duffy lead opening devotion based on Mark 5, 
reminding us not to fear but believe. The group enjoyed several video recordings from the LWML 2020 Nebraska South 
District Virtual Convention including the keynote speakers from Apple of His Eye Mission Society Bob and Kristi 
Roegner, the banner processional, a portion of the Bible study led by District President Pastor Richard Snow, and a 
Thank You from Mission Grant Recipients. Newly elected District President Sherry Burger was present to introduce 
herself and share information about LWML Nebraska South district as well as National. Ingathering items of underwear, 
socks and monetary donations for Orphan Grain Train and used eyeglasses for the Lyons Club were dedicated by 
Pastor Lon Landsmann who also lead the group in closing prayer. Twenty-two ladies and two pastors were present (and 
socially distanced).  

KEARNEY Zone held its Fall Rally on October 10, 2020 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lexington, NE. The theme was 
Focus on Faith from 2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” Rev. William Ohlmann gave the opening 
devotion.  Macia Hotlz provided information on the Parent-Child Center where assistance is given to abused adults and 
children. The ingathering was given to them. Gary Thies from Mission Central was our mission speaker. After giving us 
an update on the missionaries he places in the mission field he shared a video from Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul 
about their work in the Cayman Islands. The Fall Rally offering went to support the Pauls. District President Sherry 
Burger gave an update on the District and informed us about the upcoming National LWML Convention in Lexington, 
Kentucky. New Zone officers were installed.  

LINCOLN Zone met Sunday, October 4, 2020 at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lincoln, NE. The theme for the day was 
"God's Clear Vision to the Resurrection" based on Bible verse "Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings 
to closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:1b-2. Our District Representative was our new District President Sherry Burger who 
brought greetings from the district. Our speaker for the day was Anna Waters along with her uncle, Lin Dehning, who 
shared about their mission trip to Honduras with MOST Ministries doing eyeglass clinics along with sharing the Gospel 
of Christ. 

SEWARD Zone met on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at St. Paul in Malcolm. "In Praise to the Lord" was the theme for 
the Fall Rally; and "Let’s praise His name together" was the mission statement -- both based on 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a. 
Pastor Matthew Tassey of St. Paul, Malcolm, gave the opening devotion based on Psalm 13. Seward Zone Counselor 
Pastor Dobbertien led us in Bible study based on 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a. Member Development Chairman Glenda 
Dobbertien introduced our program speaker, Emily Belvery. She gave a very interesting and heartfelt presentation using 
PowerPoint to tell of her time in Thailand and China over the past several years. The election results were 2nd Vice-
President, Julie Roebke, Secretary, Yvonne Lunney, Christian Life Chair. Rita Luebbe and Pastoral Counselor, Rev. 
David Dobbertien, Pastor Tassey then presided over the Installation of the new officers. Leader 
Development Chair Glenda Dobbertein, along with several other attendees, presented the skit “Worlds 
Apart, Hearts Together” showing similar situations between a woman in the US and a missionary 
overseas. Yvonne Lunney was called upon to give the district report on behalf of District President Katy 
Gifford. Yvonne encouraged all to participate in the convention by watching videos all at once or in 
segments. The zone banner (pictured on the right for convention processional was made by Zion, 
Garland and the banner will be given to Foster Care Friends. Rita Luebbe, 2nd VP (Human Care), gave 
a tally of ingathering items (going to Orphan Grain Train). Items collected were 140 school kits, 27 
health kits, 66 pillowcase dresses, 9 quilts, 7 adult fleece blankets, 1 baby quilt, 6 pkgs men’s socks, 11 pkgs women’s 
underwear, 16 pkgs women’s socks, 34 diapers, 14 cards, 2 pkgs baby wipes, 6 pkgs children’s underwear and 10 pkgs 
girl’s socks. District convention offering was $360.00.  
 

YORK Zone - On October 4th the York Zone met at Faith Lutheran Church in York 
with our special speaker from the York Pregnancy and Family Resource Center, 
sharing their mission in the York area. Our ingathering items for the Center were 
diapers of all sizes, plus our offering for the day was designated for it also. We had 
25 women attend and two pastors and a wonderful day of fellowship. 
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District 2021 Women’s Retreat 

 
Mark your calendars NOW for our fall retreat. It will be Friday and/or 
Saturday, September 17 & 18, 2021. We are gathering once again at 
Covenant Cedars Bible Camp at Hordville.  
 
Our theme is, “Serving with Joy” and theme verse is, “These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
(John 15:11) 
 
The retreat vision is: Gifted by our Lord, we gather to be filled with His 
joy that we might share His joy as we go forth to serve with JOY (Jesus, 
Others and Yourself). 
 
 

Look for more information in upcoming ECHO issues. Feel free to check out the camp at www.cedars.org. 
 

Carolyn Nelson, Retreat Committee Chairperson 
carolynnelson99@yahoo.com 
 
 
  

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
July 1 through September 30, 2020 

 

Memorials in Honor of: 
Bev Quandt Edna Moll Bernita Neuijhar 
Tena Kort Edgar Schmidt Elinor Messerschmidt 
Doris Brown  Don Vorce 
 

Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of:  
Eunice Oltmass Elaine Fuss  Bernice Elrod  Darlene Knoepfel 
   
 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 
February 6, 2021 Emmanuel Lutheran, York BOD Meeting & Zone Training 
April 17, 2021 TBD Seek N Serve 
June 12, 2021  Grace Lutheran, Grand Island EC Meeting 
June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 
August 2021 (date TBD) TBD BOD Meeting 
September 17-18, 2021 Covenant Cedars Bible Camp Fall Retreat  
November 2021 (date TBD) TBD EC Meeting 
September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
 

http://www.cedars.org/
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2020-2022 Mission Grants      Praise God from whom all blessing flow! 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount 
   
Orphan Grain Train/Baltics Shipment $10,000  

Church Worker Student Scholarships $32,000  

Jesus Our Savior Preschool Tuition Assistance $10,000  

Mission Central Missionary Support $7,500  

LFS Military & Veterans Support Services $8,000  

Adopt an Orphanage $5,000  

Mental Health Access for College Students-Lincoln $5,000  

HIS Kids Camp Scholarships & Bunks $8,000  

Fort Wayne Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op $3,000  

Gospel Outreach International Students-UNL $3,000  

Lutheran Heritage Foundation Bible Books for Families $5,000  

DOTS Wives of Pastors Retreat $2,000  

Jacmel Lutheran Home/Haiti LFS $3,000  
Leadership Learning Community LCMS (partially 
funded) $500  

   
YWR - Alaska Mission for Christ; Bible Story Books $3,000  

  

 2020-2022 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000  

 
 

 
   
      PRAY for our LWML Nebraska 

         South scholarship recipients, 
       as they start classes this 

       fall semester, asking for a safe 
      and healthy semester, and to  

remain diligent in their studies as they  
prepare for church work. 

Register for Bus to 2021 Convention in 
Lexington by January 16! 

Deadline for next ECHO:  February 8, 2021 
Please send news from your society to: 

Kirstin Hopkins ♦837 N Dakota St♦Superior, NE  68978 
Email:  k.hopkins07@yahoo.com 

COMING SOON: 
LWML Church Worker Scholarships will be available on the website, 
www.lwml.nesouth.org on January 1, 2021 and due June 1, 2021. 
Contact Randi Warneke at rjwarneke@hotmail.com or Linda Wills at 
lspotter7254@gmail.com with any questions. 

http://www.lwml.nesouth.org/
mailto:rjwarneke@hotmail.com
mailto:lspotter7254@gmail.com

