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Grace and Glory in 2020  

God of grace and God of glory, on Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour.  (LSB 850 v. 1) 

 

As we serve our Lord in 2020, we need to keep our focus on our Lord and what His will is 

for our lives and for His people. The hymn verse above is probably familiar to many of you. 

Several years ago I downloaded the Paul Manz version of this hymn, along with many others, to listen to as I travel 

across Nebraska South for meetings.  I found myself singing the words to the hymn and realized how fitting the words 

are for me as I serve our Lord. I’m sure they are relevant for you, as well, as you serve the Lord with gladness in 

whatever vocation He has placed you. 

Grace:  We live by grace, knowing we are forgiven children of God. I, being an imperfect wife, mom, daughter, 

teacher, and district president, need to remember that God’s grace is for all people, not just me. We all need to 

remember the people we work with are also God’s forgiven children. We all sin and fall short of God’s expectation of 

us. What a joy it is to share forgiveness and the reassurance of His grace! 

Glory: God’s glory can be our focus as we serve Him. God is glorious in Himself, but what an honor and 

privilege it is to be able to work to glorify Him. What does this mean? Whatever we do, whether at home, work, church, 

or on a vacation, we pray our words and actions will point to our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. We don’t need to 

be thanked, even though we appreciate it, but we can glorify our Lord in all we say and do. 

It is my prayer that, as we all serve the Lord in whatever plans He has for us, our vision would be to live in grace 

and work to glorify Him. I also pray that you will be saturated with God’s wisdom and His courage throughout the year. 

May the Lord bless all His servants in 2020 as we proclaim the Gospel on His errands. Blessings, 

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

LWML Church Worker Scholarship Applications Due June 1 

 NOW is the time to encourage all students in the Nebraska South District, who are  
 studying to become full-time church workers, to apply for an LWML Scholarship. 
 Scholarships up to $1,000 will be given for the 2020-2021 school year. The scholarship 
 forms may be obtained online at www.lwmlnesouth.org or from any congregational society 
 president.  All applications must be postmarked or sent via email on or before June 1, 
 2020. If you have any questions, please call Randi Warneke at (402) 705-6547 or e-mail  
 rjwarneke@hotmail.com.  

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:rjwarneke@hotmail.com
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Love Letters 

Don’t you just love to receive love letters! As this issue of The ECHO comes out for spring, 

it’s only days away from February and Valentine’s Day as I write this article. So naturally, my 

thoughts turned to the subject of love and I thought about that gift of a love letter. I would guess 

most of you who read this newsletter, are probably removed a few years from that time when you 

first gave or received love letters from that special someone in your life. The love letter might now 

just be a card on a special day here and there. Others of you may have lost that very special 

someone and those old love letters are a source of both fond memories and perhaps a painful 

reminder of loss. Still others might have never had the opportunity to exchange a love letter with someone else and 

there is a sense of emptiness at the mention of such a thing.  

But I believe that all of us have received a love letter, which is totally undeserved and incredibly personal. It’s the 

love letter of God’s Word written to each of us about the great love of Jesus for His bride the Church of which you are 

a part. I also believe that we can write love letters back to Him. Might I suggest as we near Ash Wednesday and Lent 

that we take the opportunity to open the love letter of God’s Word and devote some special time to spend with our 

Lord?  

Not only is His love letter to us in writing, it is also demonstrated in action by Jesus suffering and death for us on 

the cross and we can taste the expression of that love in the meal He gives to us in His body and blood in the Lord’s 

Supper. I encourage you to write a love letter back to Him! If it’s in the margin of your Bible or in a notebook or with 

some fancy stationary and an envelope, take some time as you read the Word to express your love to the Lord in a 

note or letter. You don’t have to share it with anyone else. It can be just between you and Him.  

Other love letters might be few and far between, but God wants you to daily open His love letter to you, and He’d 

also love to hear back from you… even if it’s a simple prayer. In the Love of Jesus! 

Pastor Rob Kuefner 
Sr. Pastoral Counselor 
 
 

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow! 

TEN of our mission grants are paid in full as of the February 8 Board of Directors’ meeting!  

In the next several months, we still need to: 

 Support scholarships to students preparing for church work; and 

 Assist missionaries with financial needs (Mission Central). 

Please continue to pray for all our mission grants, as we spread the Gospel with our mites. 

Eileen Zentner 

VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

Zones Plan for 2020 Spring Workshops 

Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 
Beatrice Saturday, March 28 St. Paul, Beatrice TBD 

Deshler Saturday, March 21 Centennial, Superior The Joy of the Lord is my Strength 

Falls City Saturday, March 28 Christ, Falls City TBD 

Grand Island TBD 
St Paul's, Doniphan 

(Grace, Wood River and Doniphan hosting) 
TBD 

Hastings Saturday, March 28 Peace, Hastings TBD 

Holdrege Saturday, April 25 St. John, Wilcox TBD 

Kearney Saturday, April 18 Trinity, Amherst TBD 

Lincoln Saturday, April 4 Messiah, Lincoln TBD 

McCook Saturday, March 28 Zion, Imperial Faithful Unto Death 

Ogallala TBD TBD TBD 

Seward Saturday, April 18 
St. John, Seward 

(Zion LWML, Garland hosting) 
In Praise to the Lord 

York Sunday, March 22 St. John, Waco God's Steadfast Love 
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Act, Love, Walk … Simply    
What does the Lord require of you? But to act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8). 

5th Annual Seek & Serve Day 

LWML Nebraska North and South 
Saturday, April 25, 2020 - 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church - 806 N Beaver Ave - York, NE 68467 

 
 

Bible Study Leader:  Remkea Ockander, Family Youth Ministry Director at Good Shepherd 
   Lutheran Church in Fremont, NE. 

 
Activities include: 

 Making cards for military personnel, missionaries, and new pastors/vicars coming to our district.  

 Polar fleece tied (adult sized) blankets for Orphan Grain Train and district LWML scholarship recipients for 
2020-2021 school year. 

 
What to bring: 

 Your favorite pens/colored pencils for card making.  We will also have some available. 

 2 pieces of coordinating polar fleece – 2 yards for each piece. (Blankets will be adult sized.) 

 Scissors for cutting polar fleece. (Or rotary cutter and mat if preferred.) 

 It would be helpful to have some blankets with the edges already cut so we can start tying right away. 
 
Note:  No sewing this year! Invite women and girls of all ages from your congregation to come and help. 
 There is something for everyone to do! 
 

Gifts from the Heart: Recipient will be Emmanuel-Faith Lutheran School 
 Walmart gift cards, bottled water/Gatorade/juice boxes, Kleenex, Clorox wipes, reams of paper 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Registration Form 

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________  

Cost :  $15.00    (Make check payable to:  NE South LWML).  Form and check due by April 15  

Send Registration form and check to:  

 Angie Becker 

 1815 23rd Street 

 Auburn, NE 68305 
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Reminiscences of a Leadership Development Committee Member 

First year committee member me:  Hey…so what does Leadership Development do? 

Last year committee member me:  Well, we develop leaders. Duh. 

Oh, I’m not a leader! I’ve got no idea what I’m doing. I would need the class “How to Lead 101.” I’d better just wait for 

somebody else who is better qualified, someone who knows the guidelines better. Someone who knows what they’re 

doing. Not me. Why’d they pick me?! 

But wait…yes, yes YOU are! You are a leader. God made us all leaders! As Christians, we, as “little Christs” 

(christianos) are given the opportunity to lead those people who come into our churches, to our jobs, or into our lives to 

Christ, our Light. Those people who are burdened by sin, who come seeking something to satisfy their insatiable 

hunger and fill up the dark hole inside of them.  

Hold up a second. I’m totally with Moses here. I’ve got no experience, no plan! Why me? I need to have a plan; 

otherwise things get out of control.  

Yes, but we’ve got something greater than our plan. We’ve got Christ as our leader. We’ve got the Holy Spirit to guide 

us, to LEAD us. He’s got the know how to show us how to lead in the capacity we’ve been given to serve. It’s not about 

us controlling what happens, it’s about God using us in unexpected ways for His plan. We’ll use the resources out 

there and maybe create some of our own, depending on the situation.  

Yeah, I’m not putting myself out there. I’ve been burned one too many times. 

People all around us (including ourselves!) are looking for relationship, community, connectedness, love! Find deeper 

ways to connect. Change your expectations. Challenge the rules. Change the roles. Your experiences could make you 

JUST the person that someone needs as a mentor. Our job is to encourage people to find their unique God-given gifts, 

and use them for His glory. or  

I’m too young. No one is going to want to listen to me. They all know I have no clue what I’m doing. 

There’s a whole book of stories of how God used people who thought they were too young, too old, or too 

inexperienced. It’s called the Bible. You know it? 

Ok… what do I do? 

Shine a light. Smile. Meet a need. Lead the charge of loving others. Sew, or speak, or tie a blanket. Teach someone a 

new skill. Go to a meeting, bring a friend. Tell your children and grandchildren about Jesus. Encourage. Share an idea 

or ten. Don’t wait for someone else to step up to the lead. God put you here for a reason.  

Let’s close with a quote from “Lucy Leader”:  “Just remember when you lead, it’s not about you. 

       Keep mentoring, assisting, and encouraging others;  

       LWML will thrive with help from your sisters and brothers!  

       Sharing the Gospel, let’s continue to do.  

       Christ fills our hearts, it’s most certainly true!” 

Rebecca Mau 

Leader Development Member 

 

DISTRICT  CALENDAR 

March 28, 2020 Grace, Grand Island EC Meeting 

April 25, 2020 Seek & Serve Day Emmanuel, York 

June 13, 2020 St. Paul, Kenesaw BOD Meeting 

September 18, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney BOD Meeting 

September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

October 17, 2020 TBD EC & BOD Transitional Meeting 

February 6, 2021 TBD BOD Meeting 

April 10, 2021 (tentative) TBD EC Meeting 

June 12, 2021 TBD BOD Meeting 

June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 

September 16-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
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Garuna 
by Brianne Stahlecker - recent Special Gifts Fund recipient 

Just a little more than 36 hours after arriving 

back home from the 2019 convention, I left my home 

for a brand-new adventure. I was heading to Cambodia 

for a mission trip. I went with a group from the Garuna 

Foundation (Garuna means grace in Khmer). This 

organization has a three-fold ministry in Southeast 

Asia, including Cambodia. One of their ministries is 

Christian schools in Cambodia; all the teachers at the 

schools are Cambodian. My team, which included 

people from 

California, 

Arizona, 

Georgia, and 

myself, was 

going to be in 

country for 

about 10 days.  

During that time we helped lead a teacher training and 

visited two schools (in Kampot and Siem Reap). 

During our 

visits at these two 

schools we were able 

to witness the 

baptisms of almost 

30 people. Twenty 

were current Garuna 

school students. Six 

were highschool 

students who had 

been living with the local deaconess. One was a

teacher, and one was the child of two different 

teachers (and the nephew of the teacher who was 

baptized). We were also able to share a song, the 

creation story, and an animal name/mask game at 

each of the schools as well. 

Our team spent two and a half days with nearly 

50 teachers and principals from the six Garuna 

Christian schools. We helped introduce them to new 

tools to use in 

their class-

rooms like 

puzzles and 

Play-Doh. We 

also modeled 

a new way to 

tell Bible 

stories – 

acting them 

out (they have 

become very adept at using flannel boards). Our team 

and the teachers also had plenty of time to spend 

together in worship, fellowship, and fun. 

Overall, it was a great, uplifting experience. I 

enjoyed being in Cambodia, making new friends, and 

sharing God’s love with others. It was amazing to 

realize how caring and friendship can be established 

with simple smiles and gestures. Thank you for the 

support of my mission trip to Cambodia last summer! 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
October 1 through December 31, 2019 

 

Memorials In Honor of:  
 Carol Ulrich Anita Blatchley Norma Lohse Dorothy Nickols 
 Robert Meents Irene Muhleisen Evelyn Auftencamp Nina Fortkamp 
 Diana Lewis Elva June Jacobitz Carol Bartels 
 All the ladies of Our Redeemer, Lincoln who passed away in 2019 
 
In Honor of:  
 Pastor Bremer Barb Skeeks Amy Harvy Shawn Pransteal 
 
Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of: 
 Marilyn Pickers Larry Genrich  80

th
 Birthdays of Marilyn Bombeck and Deanna Reeh 

 
Prayer Service Offerings In Honor of: (none this quarter) 

 

2018-2020 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts given to Lutherans For Life 

(2018 convention mission grant request partially filled); 

and 2018-2020 Prayer Service offerings given to Trinity Cookers Easy as 1-2-3 

(2018 convention YWR mission grant request not filled) 
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2020 Vision for All 

The Nebraska South LWML District Convention will be September 18-19, 2020 at the Younes Center in Kearney 

under the theme “2020 Vision for All.” Our theme verse is Luke 2:29-32, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart 

in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” As you read that, did you sing the 

verses in your head, like I did? These verses were used to write our Nunc Dimittis! 

Keynote Speakers:  Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner and his wife, Kristi, will inform us about their work with Apple of His Eye 

Ministries as they share Jesus’ love with the Jewish communities in Israel. Pastor Bob has been to over 90 countries 

and Kristi has been to over 25 countries. 

Song Leaders:  Steven Whitney, a 2014 Concordia University–Nebraska graduate who serves as director of worship 

and music at St. John, Battle Creek, Nebraska.  Suzanne Philippi will be back to serve as convention choir director. 

Bible Study Leader:  Nebraska District President Richard Snow will guide us through God’s Word to see His great 

love for us and His vision that all people be saved. 

National Representative:  Our national representative will be LWML Treasurer, Karla Koehler, of Wausa, Nebraska. 

Karla has attended our convention in the past as a “neighbor to the north.”   

Gifts of Love Counselor:  Carol Von Soosten works with LWML Gifts of Love and The LCMS 

Foundation. She will share information on the program and how we can use our blessings to further 

God’s kingdom for years to come. Please consider meeting with Carol one on one while we have her 

in our midst. If you are interested, please contact Carol directly at carol.vonsoosten@lfnd.org.  

Saturday Banquet Entertainment: The IMPROVables from Concordia University-Seward 

(pictured left) will entertain us! They are a student-led group that focuses on improvisation 

and will include some audience participation! 

Mission updates:  Mission speakers are being planned. We will focus on 

ministry within our district and the work the Lord is doing here in Nebraska. 

We are delighted to continue the rather new tradition of a silent auction. 

We are asking that each zone provide a themed basked with an approximate 

value of $25. All proceeds will go to our mite offering. Thanks for your help! 

Watch for the general registration form and motel information in the summer issue of The ECHO. 

Kirstin Hopkins 
2020 Convention Co-Chair 
402-621-1422 or 
k.hopkins07@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
Carol 

Von Soosten 
Karla Koehler Steven Whitney President Snow The Roegners  

Official Call to 40th Biennial Convention 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of Nebraska 

South District will meet in convention at the Younes Conference 

Center in Kearney, September 18-19, 2020. According to 

Article V, Section 2 of the District Bylaws, "the voting body of 

the convention shall be two (2) certified delegates from each 

society, elected district officers, zone presidents and past 

district presidents who are currently members of the Nebraska 

South District LWML."  

The credentials of the delegates shall be in the hands of 

the Recording Secretary at least two weeks prior to convention. 

Convention Committee members are (front l to r): Morgan 
Ehlers, co-chair/hospitality coordinator; Kirstin Hopkins, co-chair; 
Megan Outhet, co-chair/hospitality coordinator; (back l to r) 
Shawn Burkhardt, registrar; Carol Spiehs, food/facilities 
coordinator; Donna Meyer, assistant registrar; Norma Hansen, 

treasurer; and Terri Bauder, recording secretary. 

mailto:carol.vonsoosten@lfnd.org
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Call for Zone  

Convention Banners  

Each Nebraska South zone is encouraged 

to bring a banner for the zone president to carry 

in the District Convention processional. These 

banners again will double as baby quilts to be 

donated after convention. For examples go to: 
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/2018_district_convention_71210. 

Each zone banner/quilt is to be 36” x 45”. 

On the back, please include a label that 

identifies the quilt maker, home congregation 

(including town), and zone. The quilt must 

include a pocket attached to it on the back so 

that it can be carried as a banner. Make the 

pocket easily removable the quilt can be used 

after convention. Each zone president is 

responsible for bringing their own pole and pole 

holder base for the banner/quilt.  

NEW this convention … Come and see 

the banners in person as they will NOT be in the 

manual this year.  

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 

Molly Dixon 
Media & Marketing Chairman 

 

Convention Logo Design Selected 

The 2020 Convention banner selected at the February 

Board of Directors’ meeting for the is “2020 Vision for All” 

designed by Arlene Kothe of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and 

St. Paul's Ladies Guild in Central City, NE. 

Arlene says her inspiration 

for the design came when she saw 

the article in The ECHO calling for 

designs. In the design, the Holy 

Spirit (dove) pulls back the curtain 

of ignorance and unbelief to reveal 

to us our only salvation, Jesus. His 

cross is the highlight in the eye, 

which is part of the theme – 2020 

Vision for All. The rays extending 

out from the eye are the light we 

are to reflect to all people. 

Note of interest - Arlene also 

designed the 2018 convention 

banner. Congratulations Arlene! 

Thank you to all who submitted 

designs. 

Molly Dixon 
Media & Marketing Chairman 

Servant Events and Gifts from the Heart 
for 2020 Convention 

It's time to start thinking about convention.  It's hard to believe that it will soon be here! 

Servant Events will include:  

1) Making salvation/faith bracelets (supplies will be provided)  

2) Making hats/caps using a special loom. Items to bring are: Knifty round loom set or a knit hat loom. Looms are available 

at Walmart or Amazon. We will be using the round looms as sold in a kit (large or small). Individuals can bring yarn or yarn 

and instructions will be provided. 

3) Coloring Cards/Writing Notes for our scholarship recipients and first year pastors. 

4) No Sew Fleece Blankets:  Items to bring are your sharp scissors and nimble fingers.  We are requesting that each zone 

bring two (2) blankets ready to tie.  Choose a print and a matching solid or contrasting pieces of fleece fabric, each the 

same size – 2 yards long X 60" wide. Pin the fabric together right side out. The fabric can be sewn together if you 

wish. Cut a four-inch (4”) square from each corner, then begin cutting one-inch (1”) strips along each side.  (Instructions 

are easily available on the Internet). Thrivent Action Grants can be used to purchase fabric for this project. 

Gifts from the Heart Ingathering – recipients are Orphan Grain Train and Host Zone Agencies: 

 NEW socks and underwear for all ages and sizes both men and women, boys and girls; 

 diapers all sizes specially sizes 3, 4, and 5; 

 baby wipes; 

 Walmart or Visa gift cards in $10-$100 increments. 

Don't hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns.  Volunteers are needed to help with the servant events and 

ingathering. If you are willing to help with either event, please contact me or Coleen Classen. We look forward to seeing you in 

September!  

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 

Debbie Rasberry, VP Human Care    Coleen Classen, Human Care member 

(402) 752-3517 or dferrellrasberry@windstream.net  (402) 534-2501 or colleen.classen11@gmail.com 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/2018_district_convention_71210
mailto:dferrellrasberry@windstream.net
mailto:colleen.classen11@gmail.com
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Nominees for 2020 Convention Ballot 

LWML DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

Sherry Burger  

Davenport, Nebraska (Deshler Zone), serves 
as VP of Servant Resources; has served as 
Mobile Convention bus coordinator, Retreat 
Committee, and Leader Development 
Committee; attended six national conventions; 
served as zone president, Christian Life chairman; serves as 
church pianist, choir member, vacation Bible school (various 
capacities); member of American Legion Auxiliary, and 
Deshler Chamber of Commerce; has worked in several roles 

of public education for 40 years. 

Denise Hummel  

Grand Island, Nebraska (Grand Island Zone), 
serves as recording secretary, has served as 
VP of Servant Resources, VP of Human Care, 
Nebraska South District archivist and Meeting 
Planner; served as Zone Human Care and 
Archivist; serves on altar guild; has served as teacher for 
Sunday school and vacation Bible school; volunteer at 
Orphan Grain Train, Nebraska State Fair, and “Project 
Connect”; has worked as secretary and library para at 
Central City Schools. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT OF GOSPEL OUTREACH 

Marcia Holtz   

Lexington, Nebraska (Kearney Zone), served on 
District 2018 Convention Committee and 
Retreat co-chairman;  Zone Christian Life 
chairman; served her society as vice president 
and Christian Life chairman; served 
congregation on Planning Committee and Inreach-Outreach; 
Community officer in Christian Women’s Connection, plan 
and run Trinity Cookers classes, coordinator for Meals on 
Wheels, Crisis Line volunteer, CASA volunteer; worked in 
senior centers as kitchen and center manager (26 years) 
one year of college – dietary manager; enjoys quilting, 
traveling, knitting, visiting and walking. 

Randi Warneke  

Hastings, Nebraska (Hastings Zone), served as 
District Gospel Outreach Committee member; 
2019 delegate national convention – Mobile; 
served as Hastings Zone president and 
secretary, McCook Zone secretary; served as society 
president, secretary and treasurer; has served congregation 
as Sunday school teacher, vacation Bible school teacher and 
director, altar guild, youth group leader, past school board 
member; Education BA Concordia University, MSW 
California State University Long Beach; works as licensed 
social worker with Grand Island Veteran’s Administration. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT OF SERVANT RESOURCES 

Vickie Hegeholz    

Staplehurst, Nebraska, (Seward Zone), 
serves on Nominating Committee, has served 
as chairman of the 2016 District Convention, 
registrar for 2018 Seek and Serve Day; 
served as zone president, secretary, second 
VP (Human Care) and first VP (Bylaws); served 
congregation as financial secretary, church secretary, 
vacation Bible school craft leader, 20/20 Vision Gala 
Committee and Thrivent member; employed at Memorial 
Health Care System-Seward (Billing Dept). 

Lori Leibbrandt  

Wilsonville, Nebraska (Holdrege Zone), served 
as zone president, and Leader Development 
chairman; has attended two national 
conventions; attended several district retreats 
and conventions, assisted with ingatherings; 
volunteers within community with activities such as: Orphan 
Grain Train, Meals on Wheels, bingo (at long-term care), 
serving meals at senior center, bake sales; drove school bus 
for 31 years, and farmed for many years; enjoying 
retirement. 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

Heather Dahl    

Courtland, Kansas (Deshler Zone), served as  
zone secretary for two years and currently as 
archivist; society president from 2014-2019; 
member of Centennial Lutheran Church where 
she is church organist, Sunday school teacher, 
former vacation Bible school superintendent, vacation Bible 
school kitchen coordinator, ACTS youth group leader; was a 
4-H leader when her children were younger; currently 
teaching Family and Consumer Science Education 6-12 
grades, FCCLA advisor and BIA (a junior high community 
service group). 

Margaret Morris  

Doniphan, Nebraska (Grand Island Zone), 
served as Grand Island zone recording 
secretary for two terms, served as St. Paul’s 
Lutheran society president; member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Doniphan where she is leader 
for the altar guild, parish health ministry contact person and 
does outreach to elderly members in assisted living and other 
care facilities; volunteers at the Nebraska State Fair; retired 
registered nurse; interests are health, exercise and sewing, 
also enjoys doing Christian service. 
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TREASURER 

Norma Hansen    

Superior, Nebraska (Deshler Zone), has 
served on zone public relations, board of 
directors; served society as secretary, delegate 
to 2018 Convention; served as financial 
secretary, church treasurer, on church council 
as Memorial Committee chairman, outreach, altar 
committees, organist, greeter, adult and women’s Bible 
study, and Sunday school teacher; volunteers at library, 
hospital auxiliary, 4-H leader, County 4-H Council, member 
and president of school board; Associates Degree in 
Business, works as controller for Zoltenko Farms, Inc., and 
bookkeeper for DST Transport, Inc. 

Janet Keiser  

Wauneta, Nebraska (McCook Zone), 
currently serving her zone as treasurer, 
has served as vice president of Human 
Care; has served society as president for 
two terms, also served two terms as 
treasurer and one term as secretary; congregational 
service includes vacation Bible school director, quilting 
group, choir member; Community service includes 
serving as a board member of Mercy Meals of 
Southwest Nebraska; is a farm wife and has her own 
business of Style Dots Jewelry. 

 

PASTORAL COUNSELORS 

Rev. Ben Francisco  

Grant, Nebraska (Ogallala Zone), serves 
Zion Lutheran Church, Grant; is a 2008 
graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; 
served as pastoral counselor for Ogallala 
Zone since 2018; has served at Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Brady, Texas from 2008-
2016;  Current member of Grant Rotary Club, Cowboy 
Capital Chorus, Perkins County Ministerial Association, 
Grant Volunteer Fire Department, Perkins County 
Retirement Association, and Teammates Mentoring. 

Rev. Shawn Kitzing  

Staplehurst, Nebraska (Seward Zone), 
serves Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Staplehurst; is a 2000 graduate of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; served as 
Grand Island Zone pastoral counselor from 
2006-2010, has served at Immanuel Lutheran in Loup 
City, Nebraska; Currently serves as District Intersect 
board member and rescue captain for Staplehurst 
Fire/Rescue; has served as circuit visitor (Grand Island 
Circuit), ABlaze coordinator, LLL zone counselor and LLL 
District pastoral counselor. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE CANDIDATES 

Diana Armknecht  

Diana Armknecht, Brule, Nebraska (Ogallala 
Zone) has served as president, zone 
archivist, president elect, and secretary;  
was society treasurer; has taught Sunday 
school, choir member, served on altar guild; 
is retired; enjoys gardening, quilting, knitting, crocheting 
and reading. 

Deanna Dowding   

Seward, Nebraska (Seward Zone), has 
served as District VP of Gospel Outreach; 
served as zone president, secretary, 
Christian Life, Member Development, 
Benevolence; congregational Stephen 
Ministry, Human Care board, Christ's Cupboard, 
Achachek and Ninilchek, Alaska VBS; retired SPED para. 

Sue Hoffschneider  

Waco, Nebraska (York Zone), has served 
as District recording secretary, Nominating 
Committee, Media/Marketing, Structure 
Committee; served as zone secretary, 
Member Development, Christian Life, 
convention delegate; served as society president and 
various other offices; retired teacher. 

Linda Potter  

Hastings, Nebraska (Hastings Zone), has 
served as District Special Gifts chairman, 
Media/Marketing and Nominating 
Committee member; served as zone 
president and secretary; served as society 
president, secretary, and treasurer; Zion 
Lutheran Foundation Committee member. 

Joyce Rathe       

Tecumseh, Nebraska (Falls City Zone), has 
served on the District Convention Committee 
and helped select District scholarship 
recipients; has served as zone president and 
treasurer; served as society president and 
vice-president; president of Thrivent group, 
served congregation as secretary and on Stewardship 
Committee. 

Susan Thomas      

Fairbury, Nebraska (Beatrice Zone), serving 
as District Special Gifts chairman; has 
served as zone recording secretary; has 
served as society vice-president and 
treasurer. Congregational activities include 
midweek classes, Sunday school teacher, treasurer, 
secretary; retired school counselor. 
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Christ Be My Leader 
by Night as by Day 

Fall rallies are over, Christmas is 

past, and the New Year has begun. 

With that beginning comes changes 

and fresh starts – new officers and 

women serving in our home congre-

gations and zones. Some may be serving again; some 

continue in roles where they have served before and 

bring experience and knowledge to pass along. Still 

others are serving for the first time – excited and 

nervous, but willing to share their time and fresh ideas. 

Know that, as you serve, there are several 

resources for your use – especially at www.lwml.org.   

Here you can find Bible study ideas, devotions, program 

suggestions, PowerPoint presentations on various topics 

and leadership tips. The wealth of wonderful material is 

fantastic. I have discovered some great points under 

“Tips for Leading with Confidence.” 

Something new to reach out to women in your 

congregation is the “LWML Mailbox Member” program. 

Check it out! Additional resources including current 

mission grants and updates can also be found on our NE 

District web site: http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/ – we are 

so blessed to have this resource. Finally, remember to 

utilize your sisters in Christ and your pastors for support, 

ideas and information. I am always humbled by the 

wisdom they impart. 

With Christ as our leader, may 2020 be filled with 

joy as we continue to serve Him in the LWML. 

Sherry Burger  

VP Servant Resources 

 And the List Goes On! … 

In the Winter 2019 issue was the start of a list that 

mentioned “fun and meaningful ways to collect mites” 

compiled by Marlys Geiselman and Alberta Leising from 

St. John, Oxford (and submitted by Marion Casburn, 

president of Trinity LWML of Lincoln). That list continues: 

"Back to the Bible" - Each month print calendar 

with a daily Scripture verse based on a theme for the 

month. Women are encouraged to read the verse and 

add coins to their mite box. Examples: For one month, 

look at Bible verses about healing. Give thanks each day 

for the many times God has granted you or your family 

healing. Continue to read your Bible and fill your mite 

box each day. (Base monthly themes on events of the 

month like May include verses about mothers; 

September about learning, etc.). 

"Counting Fun" – Prepare a calendar for 

participants that has a note for each day with various 

things to count.  Example: a) 5 cents for every plant in 

your house; b) 4 cents for every brush or comb in your 

purse, etc. 

Marion also commented, “Marlys and Alberta were 

so excited to pass these ideas along and get people 

involved with mites like we are here at our church. Mite-

giving is so successful here at our church because these 

ladies had a goal to incorporate mites with devotional 

time and make it fun (as well as enriching our faith!).” 

Do you have a unique way that 

you or your society collects mites?  

Please submit to the editor as an 

example for others to consider. Thank 

you! 

 

 
 

January 31, 2020 Treasurer’s Summary 

The end of the 2018-2020 biennium (June 30) is fast approaching, so here is an update on our progress. 

Special Gifts Fund account: beginning balance = $12,155.66 receipts = $12,658.39 

  disbursements = $22,728.67  ending balance = $2,085.38 

LCEF Steward Account:  beginning balance = $110,906.60 receipts = $1,699.79 

      (Special Gifts Fund) disbursements = $11,699.79 ending balance = $100,906.60 

Operating Account:  beginning balance = $470.73 receipts = $191,896.66 

  disbursements = $181,682.82 ending balance = $10,684.57 

Points of interest:  Quarterly invoices paid $16,806.35 vs. received from societies $12,037.35 
      (Your society may still pay for their subscription by sending funds with your mite submission.) 
 Mileage paid = $3,293.41 and mileage donated = $4,246.15 
 Mites that have been paid to National LWML = $31,149.54 
 District Mission Grants paid = $84,500.00 vs. $20,500.00 yet to be paid 

The financial officers need to complete and close their books by June 30, 2020, so your help is needed and 

greatly appreciated! Please send your final biennium mites to Financial Secretary MaryBeth Sanchez so she receives the 

money by June 15, 2020. Once the mites are received there are transactions and procedures that need to occur in order 

to close the books by June 30. We thank you for your assistance in this process. To God be all the glory!  

Yvonne Lunney 

District Treasurer 

http://www.lwml.org/
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
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       Plan for convention! 
         Each zone is encouraged to bring a 

               banner/baby quilt to be carried by    
zone president at the September District 

convention processional. Also bring a             
basket of items worth about $25 to be            

 included in the silent auction with        
proceeds going to District’s mission goal.           

Deadline for next ECHO: May 1, 2020 

Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439 

Email:  l_hammer@hotmail.com 

Send in your mites!  See pages 2 or 10 for updates 

and help LWML Nebraska South District meet the 

2018-2020 Mission Grant goal and other financial needs. 

        Be sure to check out the 

        user-friendly website for 

        Nebraska South District 

      LWML. Go to http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/ 

 PRAY for our LWML Nebraska South  

            Convention Nominees who have 

           allowed their names to be placed 

          on the ballot to serve during 

the 2020-2022 biennium - see pages 8 and 9. 

 PRAY for our Nebraska South  

          District Convention Committee as 

         they make final arrangements 

         for our upcoming convention! 

2018-2020 Mission Grants 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID 
 

 

Biennium ends 

June 30, 2020 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN SHIPMENT TO THE BALTICS  $10,000    $10,000  (mites needed  

Church Worker Student Scholarships $33,000    $25,000  by June 15) 

LCMS Missionary Support by Mission Central $10,000    $5,000   

MERCY MEALS OF GRAND ISLAND, NE $10,800    $10,800 
 

Time Left in 

HIS KIDS, CAMP LUTHER $10,000    $10,000  Biennium to 

LUTHERAN FAMILY SERVICES/AT EASE  $10,000    $10,000    Meet Goal 

OPERATION BARNABAS FOR  
 COMFORT DOG CONGREGATIONS  

$3,000    $3,000   
May 2020 

CHAPLAIN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MEDICAL 
 MISSION TRIPS 

$3,000    $3,000   
Apr 2020 

HAITIAN FEEDING PROGRAM/TRINITY HOPE  $3,000    $3,000   Mar 2020 

SEMINARY EDUCATION FOR NEW PASTORS IN 
     SOUTH SUDAN/LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

$7,500    $7,500   Feb 2020 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE/POST ABORTION 

            CRISIS HOTLINE EXPANSION 
$1,910    $1,910   

 
     

YWR - JESUS OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL 

                AND OUTREACH/SNACKS 
$2,790    $2,790  

 

 2018-2020 TOTAL MISSION GOAL 
$105,000    

$92,000 

As of 2/8/2020   

 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

$92,000 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/

