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He lives, He lives!
He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same:
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! (LSB 461, v 8)
What brings you joy? Perhaps it is the hug of a small child or an adult child? The feel or the
memory of your spouse’s hand holding yours? The smell of coffee or the taste of buttery popcorn? Is it
the signs of spring? Birds awaken me singing each morning and flowers decorate our world so
beautifully these days.
What brings you joy? We all know that the joys of this earth are not going to last all that long. Sooner or later the
last kernel of popcorn will be eaten from the bowl, the flowers of spring will dry out next fall and as they do, the singing
birds will fly south again. But we do have a joy that does not end. Christ is our joy! Even on the hardest days when it
seems there are so many afflictions on our path, we know that the Lord is still with us.
I recently heard in a sermon that God does not cause afflictions. God uses afflictions. We have opportunities in our
hard times to share our faith in Christ with neighbors, friends, medical staff members, and those we don’t even know are
watching and listening. What an honor it is to share our joy with others, even when we are hurting. Several years ago our
LWML society president died suddenly. As my husband ministered to the family, her husband repeated over and over,
“I’m so happy for her.” He said this with tears streaming down his face as he, while so incredibly sad, celebrated the new
life his wife had that day in heaven.
My prayer for you all is that you can share your trust that God’s ways are better than our ways just as Isaiah shared
with God’s people thousands of years ago. This hasn’t changed. God doesn’t change. We may not understand why things
happen, but as I tell my kids, “I’m not God, so I really can’t understand. But I can trust Him to do what’s best for me.”
After all, knowing Christ has risen from the dead, there is one sentence that can truly always give us joy … I know
that my Redeemer lives!
Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net

Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel (Luke 2:29-32).

Hosted by Deshler, Grand Island, Hastings, and York Zones
at the Younes Center in Kearney - September 18-19, 2020
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DISTRICT CALENDAR
June 8, 2019
June 8, 2019
June 20-23, 2019
August 24, 2019
September 6-7, 2019
February 8, 2020
April 18, 2020
June 13, 2020
September 18, 2020
September 18-19, 2020
June 24-27, 2021
September 15-17, 2022

Zion, St. Libory (Worms) - morning
Zion, St. Libory (Worms) - afternoon
Mobile, Alabama
Zion, Hampton
Camp Covenant Cedars Bible Camp, Hordville
TBD
TBD
TBD
Younes Convention Center, Kearney
Younes Convention Center, Kearney
Lexington, Kentucky
Younes Convention Center, Kearney

BOD Meeting
Assembly of Leaders
National LWML Convention
EC Meeting
District Retreat
BOD Meeting
EC Meeting
BOD Meeting
BOD Meeting
District Convention
National LWML Convention
District Convention

Overdue?!?
Have you ever received an overdue notice, indicating that something you were responsible for has
been left undone? Perhaps it was for a library book and a friendly reminder came your way from your
local library. Or a bill which you thought you paid but got buried under other papers and went
unnoticed. Now a second bill comes marked overdue.
I must confess that I received an overdue notice via e-mail yesterday, a friendly one mind you, that this
article to the Echo was overdue and needed my immediate attention. In each of these cases someone takes notice and
reminds us of our overlooked responsibility and no doubt, each of us set about quickly to get what was undone and
overdue completed, as I am doing now.
But what if you got an overdue notice from the One who notices everything about your life, the One who knows all
things, from God Himself? Recently I read Jesus’ words that He had noticed something about the people of Jerusalem.
As Jesus was entering into Jerusalem He lamented, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those
sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but
you were not willing! (Luke 13:34) He put them on notice in the hope that they would heed his message and repent and
willingly turn and believe in Him.
What would your notice be about? Too busy, like Martha, to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to him? Burdened and heavy
ladened, but not coming to Jesus to rest? Unforgiving? Holding a grudge? Haven’t heard from you in a while? He notices
and lovingly rebukes us so that we might repent, receive forgiveness and be restored. Are you willing to heed His
“overdue notice”? Why not take the time today?
Pastor Mike Neidow,
Jr. Pastoral Counselor

2017-2019 (National) LWML MISSION GOAL MET!
All thanks and praise to our Triune God from whom all blessings flow for meeting the $2,075,000 mission goal
in order to fund all 22 mission grants which will help spread the Gospel message of peace, love, and
forgiveness through our Savior Jesus Christ. Through your faithful and prayerful giving of mite offerings,
whether it be pennies, five dollar bills, or large checks, you have contributed to furthering our Lord's kingdom.
(from President Patti Ross in 4-2-19 LWML E-News)
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Attention Ladies!

Assembly of Leaders CHANGE
Due to the low number of registrations, the flood
devastation, and the bad weather in March in our state, the
Executive Committee postponed the Assembly of Leaders
training previously scheduled in North Platte, Grand Island
and Beatrice. There WILL be one event held in conjunction
with the BOD meeting to be held at St. Libory (Worms) on
Saturday, June 8. The schedule for the day will tentatively be:

It’s time to consider the possibility of serving our
LWML Nebraska South District with your God-given
talents. We are actively seeking nominees for
President, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Vice
President of Servant Resources, Recording
Secretary, Treasurer and Nominating Committee (a
three member committee).

8:45-10:30 a.m. - Board of Directors meeting
10:30 a.m.-12:00 - Delegates training for
Mobile Convention (All going to Mobile are
encourage to attend, not just our delegates)
12:00 Lunch
1:00-4:00 p.m. - Assembly of Leaders Training
Society Presidents: Let your Zone president know how
many will be attending AND if they plan to eat lunch with the
group. (A reminder – LWML suggests $7.00 free-will gift to
the host zone for meals.)

Information/descriptions about these offices
are on the website www.lwmlnesouth.org. The
deadline for nominations is August 24, 2019.
Please prayerfully consider serving in these
positions. If you have any questions or would like
additional information, feel free to contact one of us
on the Nominating Committee:
Linda Fees kfees@kearney.net
Anita Harms ajpharms66@gmail.com or
Vickie Hegeholz vhegeholz@gmail.com.

Zone Presidents: please contact Margaret Dunn with the
number attending from your zone by May 25.

LWML Scholarships Available
Encourage all Nebraska South District full-time church worker students to apply for $1,000 LWML
Scholarships for the 2019-2020 school year. Forms are online at www.lwmlnesouth.org. All applications
must be postmarked on or before June 1, 2019 or submitted by email. If you have any questions, contact
Randi Warneke at rjwarneke@hotmail.com. Applications are due June 1.

Special Gifts Fund News
Praise be to God for the work
done by our LWML sisters! This work
is supported by the bequests and gifts
of sisters and friends of LWML to be
used for the mission and ministry of
the LWML Nebraska South. Mission
efforts approved at the April Executive
Committee meeting were:





$500 to Heidi Crawford for travel to the Dominican
Republic to help missionaries and teach VBS at a
Christian school in Ramon Santana.
$1,000 to Cassandra Tomsen for 10 high school
members and sponsors for travel expenses to
Detroit to volunteer at Camp Restore led by former
interim pastor, Rev. John Carrier.
$1,000 for Brianne Stahlecker for travel to Cambodia
to conduct a three-day teacher training for Garuna
school staff (Garuna Foundation). There are six
Garuna schools in Cambodia with 1,000 students
who learn English, Bible stories and other subjects.

Mission efforts approved at the February Board of
Directors meeting were: Brianne Stahlecker requested
($1,000 each) and the BOD approved to send up to
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three Young Woman Representatives to National LWML
Convention in Mobile this summer. (Only two YWRs are
going now to convention in Mobile,)



$1,000 for Deanna Dowding who will teach VBS in
Ninilchik, Alaska June 24-29, 2019.

If you have a mission trip, project, program or
product that conforms with the mission statement and
goals of the LWML, complete an application found on
the District’s website. I would encourage you to fill out
the application online for legibility. Be as complete and
detailed as possible so the committee has a complete
picture of the goals of your request.
Following your trip you are to submit a written
report and pictures to be used in The ECHO. Also, it is
expected that you have other sources of funding for your
project (i.e., local gifts, fundraisers, etc.).
Finally, be sure to print the application, sign, scan
and e-mail or send by regular mail (address included on
the application) to the Special Gifts Fund chairman. If
you have questions, please contact me.
Susan Thomas susan.shadyacres@gmail.com
Special Gifts Fund Chairman

Presentation of Special Gifts Fund or Mission Grant Check

Joy Deterding (right) presented a Mission Grant check for
$5,000 check to Bob & Beth Stark of Central Nebraska branch
of Orphan Grain Train on March 31. This is one half of their
2018-2020 grant request.

District Treasurer Yvonne Lunney (right) presented Deanna
Dowding (left) with a Special Gifts check for $1,000 to be
used for Ninilchic VBS through Alaska Missions for Christ
this coming June.

DISTRICT RETREAT - RENEW REFRESH RESTORE September 6-7, 2019
The retreat registration form is available as a separate attachment with this issue of The ECHO, as well as on the
district website at http://lwmlnesouth.org. Register by June 10 and get a discount on the registration fee!
The main purpose for this retreat is to intentionally Renew, Refresh and Restore. Grace will be given as to
participation in any events – this is YOUR time with the Lord. You choose to do as you wish. There will not be any servant
events or an ingathering for this retreat.
We will gather at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp at Hordville on Friday and/or Saturday, September 6-7, to renew,
refresh and restore in a time when lives are chaotic and troubled. We will refill our spiritual cups and spend time with our
Lord. Check out the camp at www.cedars.org.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take
not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit (Psalms 51:10-12).
Marcia Holtz and Elaine Nelson, Retreat Co-chair HOLTZ7747@msn.com OR mom@nelsonville.org

Retreat (tentative) Agenda
Friday, September 6
3-5 pm
5:30-6:30 pm
7 pm
8 pm
9 pm

Registration
Evening meal
Ice Breaker/Free time
Evening Devotion with Pastor
Campfire and S'mores following
Free time

Saturday, September 7
7 am
8 am
8:45 am
9 am
10:15 am
11 am
12 noon
1–4:30 pm
4:45 pm

Early Worship
Breakfast
Singing
Bible Study
Small Groups
Prayer Walk
Lunch
Sessions (pick 3)
Closing and Goodbyes

* A box lunch will be provided to eat as a picnic
at camp, or to enjoy on your way home.

Session Topics are:
Bible Journaling with Monica Hays - Who says you can’t write in the pages
of your Bible? Journaling, drawing pictures, praying scripture as you color – all
of this can be done as worship.
Generation to Generation with Glenda Dobbertien - Bible references will be
explored that encourage us to share God’s truths with the next
generation. Creative ideas will be shared that will give specific ways to relate
Biblical truths with our children and grandchildren.
Prayer Journaling with Deanna Feddern - Prayers are a way that we speak
to God, no matter what form they are in. Deanna will take us through Prayer
Journaling as a way of sending specific prayers to our Father in heaven.
Pottery with Greg Schatz - While Greg found himself being transformed from
the potter to becoming the clay, he became intrigued by the symbolism of God
being our Potter and us being the clay (Isaiah 64:8). Greg will share what he
has learned about being the clay, while making pots, and talking about the
symbolism.
ON a Mission or IN Mission? with Molly Dixon - Molly will talk about how
she went from being a Lutheran woman ON a Mission to being a Lutheran
woman IN Mission. There is a very big difference between the two. Thanks to
the ladies of the LWML who took her in, Molly found “home” IN Mission with
her favorite group of people.
Hymn Sing with Angie Becker & Katy Gifford - This workshop is exactly
what it sounds like it would be. Will there be singing acapella? Probably. Will
there be kazoos, singing in rounds, singing to the doxology? Most likely. Come
and see for yourself.
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Highlights from Spring Workshops in 2019
BEATRICE ZONE Spring Workshop was held at First Trinity, Beatrice on Saturday, March 30. Zone Pastoral Counselor
Matthew Koterba led the Bible study titled "Unknown Beauty" based on Matthew 26:10. The guest speaker was Katie
Hanquist from Willow Center, the Beatrice Pregnancy Center. An ingathering was held to support the work at the
Center. A soup and sandwich luncheon was served by the ladies of First Trinity. (Karen Pfingsten, president)
For the DESHLER ZONE Workshop, 21 ladies and one pastor gathered on Saturday, March 16, at St. Mark’s, Ruskin
under the theme Caring Enough to Encourage based on 1 Thessalonians 5:11. Several activities and hymns were sung to
support the ‘encouraging others’ theme. The Bible study “Are You an Encourager?” was led by Deshler Zone Counselor
Fancik. A variety of cards were available to write encouraging notes to friends and family that the ladies felt needed
encouragement at this time. Ingathering for the day was items for Orphan Grain Train. (Carolyn Meyer, president)
FALLS CITY ZONE Workshop was March 30 at St. Peter's, Elk Creek, with 38 members and two pastors
present. Opening prayer was by Pastor Schermbeck; St. Peter's gave the welcome; and Christ, Falls City, gave a
response and invitation for the next workshop. Katy Gifford gave us new information on the mite goals, as well as other
District and National LWML news. There were two Bible Studies: 1) Joy in the Journey and 2) Praising God Even when
He seems Silent to inspire us to get involved and help our neighbor, as we have seen many do this at the time of much
flooding and loss of homes and farms in surrounding areas. Ingathering was collected to help with the needs of
surrounding communities at this time. (Joyce Rathe, president, and Ellen Koehler, secretary)
GRAND ISLAND ZONE Spring Workshop was held at Zion, Worms (St. Libory) on Saturday. April 6. Our theme was “For
the Bible Tells Me So” based on Romans 10:14. Pastor Craig Niemeier gave opening devotions. Zone Counselor Richard
Kothe led the Bible Study “Total Depravity and the Necessity of Missions,” reminding us of our original sin and how we are
spiritually blind; how we need God and His Word in our lives, how the Holy Spirit converts us for God’s purpose; and how
our faith leads us to help others hear the Word and come to believe in our Savior. Attending were 45 ladies and two
pastors. Offerings were collected for the zone and a special offering was given for Grace, Wood River, which sustained
flood damage to the church and the parsonage. (Linda Gilson, president)
HASTINGS ZONE Spring Workshop was March 30 at Trinity, Blue Hill, under the theme “Freedom in Christ” and based
on Acts 16 29-31. Pastor Kuddes of Trinity, Blue Hill, led Bible study based on John 8:28-47. Attendees “marked” verses
that show the way of salvation in 24 Bibles purchased with a Thrivent Action card. These Bibles were donated to the
Women’s Facility in York. Ingathering was cash donations -- half as a mite donation for the zone president to take to the
national LWML convention in Mobile; the other half designated for Orphan Grain Train toward Nebraska flood relief.
(Randi Warneke, president)
HOLDREGE ZONE Spring Workshop was April 7 in Arapahoe starting at noon with a delicious meal. LWML groups from
Trinity, Arapahoe and St. John’s, Oxford co- hosted the workshop.
Pastor Carl Lilienkamp and his wife, Darlene, gave a program about
their ministry in Tok, Alaska with Alaska Mission for Christ. (Lori
Leibbrandt, president)
LINCOLN ZONE Spring Workshop was held April 6 at Immanuel,
Eagle with 36 attending. Pastor Burk led a Bible study based on
1John 3:1, “How Great is the Father’s Love.” Our Human Care
Committee gave a skit which presented ideas for mission service
Attendees at the April 6 Lincoln Zone spring workshop put
projects. Jan Beck did an infomercial for the Retreat that will be held
together health kits, using Gifts from the Heart and a Thrivent
Action Team project. President Johannes will take these kits to
at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp in Hordville on September 6 and
the National Convention in Mobile, AL, in June.
7. Ruth Wright and Jan Beck, Christian Life Committee, led closing
(submitted by Kathy Comstock, president-elect)
devotion, "The Chocolate Map" from the devotions booklet A
Chocolate Life by Deb Burma. Pastor Burk closed with prayer. (Diane Johannes, president)
SEWARD ZONE Workshop was held March 30 at St. John, Seward, with the theme “Our Hope and Future.” Host
societies were St. John Ladies Aid and Hands of Mercy. Pastor Scott Bruick led opening devotions on HOPE. Zone
Counselor David Dobbertien led the Bible study on the mission statement: That we know our hope is found in Christ
alone. Jay Brinkmeyer of Normal, IL, gave highlights of feeding hungry children in schools while supporting the local
economy in Haiti. Jay served in Haiti for nearly 20 years and still works with Trinity/Hope. Pastor Seth and Heather Meyer
of Goehner shared information on their mission trips to Porta Prince, Haiti and the present unrest there. Seventy
pillowcase dresses were cut out, prepared with notions to sew and will be presented to Orphan Grain Train after the Fall
Rally. (Deanna Dowding, president)
Over 30 people came together for the YORK ZONE Spring Workshop at Zion, Hampton, on March 31. Our theme was
"Joy in Serving the Master" from James 2:14-16. We colored over 100 Easter cards to be mailed to shut-ins and we
collected socks and underwear for the Living Waters Mission and Orphan Grain Train. (Angela Moore, president)
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Zones Plan for Fall Rallies
Zone:

Date:

Location:

Theme:

Beatrice
Deshler

Saturday, Oct. 12
Saturday, October 17

Our Savior, Odell
Grace, Fairbury

In Praise to the Lord
Run the Race with Jesus, Our Guide

Grand Island
Hastings
Holdrege
Lincoln
McCook
Seward

TBD

Christ, St. Paul

TBD

Sunday, Sept. 29
Sunday, Oct. 20
Saturday, Oct. 12
Saturday, Sept. 14

St. Paul, Holstein
Grace, Franklin
Immanuel, Lincoln
Wauneta

TBD
TBD

Sunday, Sept. 29
Sunday, Oct. 13

Our Redeemer, Staplehurst
St. Paul, Utica

Go and Tell
Sharing the Love of Christ

York

How Do You Collect Mites?
For fellowship time
at our church we normally
have doughnuts. Our
society brought special
home baked “goodies” for
fellowship time one
Sunday morning and put out the big mite box
for people to contribute. We raised $155.80
which our treasurer sent in for mites.
(submitted by Cindy Kemp, president of
Grace Guild of Grand Island)
Do you have a unique way that you or
your society collects mites? Please submit to
the editor as an example for others to
consider. Thank you!

TBD
TBD

One Hundred and Counting
Evelyn Knoepfel (age 94) of LWML Shalom Society of Peace,
Grand Island, recently completed 100 plastic sleeping mats that are
donated to Orphan Grain Train for
missions. Each crocheted mat is 3’ x 6’
and requires 600 to 700 plastic
grocery/shopping bags to complete. The
entire process for her to complete one
mat requires about two weeks.
Plastic bags are folded, cut in strips
and tied together like a rope to make a
large ball of “plarn” (plastic yarn). Then
the crocheting begins. She estimates that
during the past eight years she has used
about 60,000 to 70,000 bags. Friends, church members and family
keep her supplied so she can continue her mission project.
Prior to making the mats, she sewed quilt tops for World Relief
missions with a group of Peace Lutheran women. Evelyn is a charter
member of Peace Lutheran Church and LWML Shalom Society since
1976.

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings January 1 through March 31, 2019
Memorials In Honor of:
Pastor Bremer
Shawn Pfanstiel
Amy Harvey
Evelyn Waltmann
Esther Gaver
Marcella Duis
Niemeyer
Esther Bartels
Choleen Nienhauser
In memory of all members who passed away in 2018

Barb Sheeks
Lois Hoeft
Mary Ann Kruse

Becky Kamprath
Loren Wieder
Bonnie Hale

Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of:
Prayer Service Offerings In Honor of
Jeannine Licht Eisenach
Immanuel- Daykin
St. Paul Evening Circle-Wauneta
St. Paul Evening Circle-Wauneta
90th Birthdays of Vivian Saiak and Joanne Heider
85th Birthday of Wyllie Lessig
2018-2020 Joy, Memorial, Thank offering gifts will be given to Lutherans For Life
(2018 convention mission grant request partially filled);
and 2018-2020 Prayer Service offerings will be given to Trinity Cookers Easy as 1-2-3
(2018 convention YWR mission grant request not filled)
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Seek and Serve Day 2019
Lavished Love
The Lavish Love of Jesus was evident at
the Seek and Serve Day at St. John,
Seward on April 27. The 70 people
present from Nebraska North and
Nebraska South Districts were eager to
seek God in His Word as proclaimed by
Laurie Friedrich and Deb Burma. They
were also diligent in their serving of
making weighted blankets and taggy
blankets for Lutheran Family Service.
Our time of serving was also a time of
fun and laughter as women worked
together to finish 6 weighted blankets
and 65 taggy blankets. This project is
ongoing as volunteers took 28 weighted
blankets and 44 taggy blankets home to
finish.

Deb Burma (left) and Laurie Friedrich (right) were our
presenters. They spoke about how God Lavished His Love on
us and ways we can share that great love with others. Deb
Burma requested and we received books from Concordia
Gospel Outreach, the mission arm of CPH. To be included with
the blankets are 100 Little Visits at Bedtime, 100 Arch Books,
and 30 copies of Psalms Now. The books and blankets will be
distributed by Lutheran Family Service. Susan Madina from LFS
(below left) told us they give quilts to children who are in need.
What a great example of the Lavish Love of Jesus!

Working together was important when
sewing the channels to enclose the
polyester pellets which give the blankets
weight. This weight works to calm people
who are anxious but it makes for some
interesting sewing.
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2018-2020 Mission Grants
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold."
(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full)

Amount

Orphan Grain Train Shipment To The Baltics
Church Worker Student Scholarships
LCMS Missionary Support By Mission Central
Mercy Meals Of Grand Island, NE
His Kids/Camp Luther
Lutheran Family Services/At Ease
OPERATION BARNABAS FOR
COMFORT DOG CONGREGATIONS
CHAPLAIN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MEDICAL
MISSION TRIPS
HAITIAN FEEDING PROGRAM/TRINITY HOPE
Seminary Education for New Pastors in
South Sudan/Lutheran Heritage Foundation
Lutherans for Life/Post Abortion
Crisis Hotline Expansion

PAID

Time Left in
Bienniem to
Meet Goal

$10,000

$5,000

June 30, 2020

$33,000

$9,000

May 2020

$10,000

Apr 2020

$10,800

$5,000

Mar 2020

$10,000

$5,000

Feb 2020

$10,000

$5,000

Jan 2020

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

$3,000

Dec. 31, 2019
Nov 2019
Oct 2019
Sep 2019

$7,500

Aug 2019

$1,910

Jun 2019

Jul 2019
May 2019

YWR - Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool
and Outreach/Snacks

Apr 2019
$2,790

2018-2020 TOTAL MISSION GOAL

Deadline for next ECHO

__________

__________

$105,000

$38,000

August 1, 2019

Please send news from your society to:
Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439
Email: l_hammer@hotmail.com

LWML Scholarships Available
Encourage all Nebraska South District full-time church
worker students to apply for $1,000 LWML Scholarships
for the 2019-2020 school year. All applications must be
postmarked on or before June 1, 2019 or submitted by
email by June 1. See page 5 for more details.

Plan to attend the Assembly of Leaders
Training meeting on June 8 (see page 3)
Register for 2019 Renew Refresh Restore
Retreat (see page 4) by June 10 for an early
discount on registration fee! Registration form is a
separate attachment to ECHO, on the NE South
District website or register online via the website..
Go to http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
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PRAY for the delegates and
attendees to the 2019
Convention in Mobile
June 20-23

Be sure to check out the
user-friendly website for
Nebraska South District
LWML. Go to http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/

