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What is Your Theme? 

“Cornerstone.”  “In Praise to the Lord!”  “Real. Present. God.”  “Joyfully Lutheran.”  All of these 

are themes that touched my life this past summer.  

Cornerstone was the theme at Camp Luther where I had the opportunity to volunteer for His 

Kids Camp. God allowed me to touch the lives of three amazing women and be touched by them as 

well. I was also able to serve with two of our teen LWMLers from here in Nebraska South District. 

(Thanks, Megan Kuefner and Sara Gifford, for helping me remember to keep the giggles in serving!) 

The Mobile convention was an amazing opportunity to praise our Lord, connect with sisters in Christ, and hear of 

Christ’s redeeming love. We have 21 new mission grants to support with our mites. One of those grants is for the 

University Lutheran Chapel, right here in our district. 

Over 900 participants from Nebraska attended the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis. We learned that we 

have a God who is Real. We have a God who is Present. Confessing my faith surrounded with over 20,000 believers 

brought tears to my eyes. I can only imagine what heaven will be like when we praise Jesus forever with many, many 

more than what truly is a small group that met together in that stadium. (Did I mention the seats are purple?) 

As I write this article, many of our brothers and sisters are meeting at the LCMS National Convention in Tampa to 

be fed with God’s Word, to make decision for the LCMS, and to make connections that will allow God’s will to be done. 

My next thought is …. What is my theme? I’m looking at a new school year coming up. I’m looking at a wedding for 

our daughter in three months. I’m looking at our board of directors working to put the 2020 NE South District LWML 

Convention together and a Retreat Committee that is so excited to see their planning for “Renew. Refresh. Restore.” I’m 

praying for guidance to lead our district as we complete this biennium as “Daughters of the King” and fund the mission 

grants we adopted a year ago. But where is God leading me? Where is God leading you? What time is it in your life?  

What theme works for you? “I Am Jesus Little Lamb.”  “How Can I thank You, Lord.”  “I’m But a Stranger Here.”  “On 

Eagle’s Wings.” 

What is your theme? Whatever it is, I pray that your goals are to serve our Lord in a way that allows you to be glad. 

I pray that you are able to be content with where you are in life. I pray you can touch others with Christ’s love. I pray that 

you know you are loved, but by no one more than our Lord Jesus. 

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net 

QUARTERLY 
ECHO 

Plan to attend the 2020 NE South District Convention 

“2020 Vision for All” at the Younes Center in Kearney - September 18-19, 2020 

Hosted by Deshler, Grand Island, Hastings and York Zones 

Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel (Luke 2:29-32). 
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Retreat (tentative) Agenda 

Friday, September 6 
3-5 pm Registration 

5:30-6:30 pm Evening meal 

7 pm Ice Breaker/Free time  

8 pm Evening Devotion with Pastor 

 Campfire and S'mores following 

9 pm Free time and Lights out 

Saturday, September 7 
7 am Early Worship 

8 am Breakfast 

8:45 am Singing 

9 am Bible Study 

10:15 am Small Groups 

11 am Prayer Walk 

12 noon Lunch 

1–4:30 pm Sessions (pick 3) 

4:45 pm Closing and Goodbyes 
 

* Box lunch will be provided to eat as a picnic at 

camp, or to enjoy on your way home. 

Renew – Refresh - Restore! Yes, Please! 

As I write this article, I am coming off a three-week period where I attended the National Youth 

Gathering and was an emergency fill-in topic leader for Youth Week at Camp Okoboji in Iowa, with a 

wedding and a few worship services in-between. Leading up to this, while I was away and after I 

returned, I had to get ready to be gone, and recover from being gone! To say I am ready for a little 

retreat is probably a little bit of an understatement!  

Oh, I had a wonderful time at these events, don’t get me wrong… but, it wasn’t a true retreat. Which is what really 

excites me about our LWML Nebraska South District Retreat coming up September 6 and 7 at Hordville. This is truly 

meant to be a chance for you to renew, refresh and restore yourself physically, emotionally and spiritually! Think of this as 

the opposite of a scheduled, structured event. While there is a schedule, and while you can participate in a variety of 

activities, this retreat is designed so that you can just get away if you need to with no agenda whatsoever. 

Yes, we will have designated times to eat, and there are some workshops, devotions, singing, laughter, a campfire 

and plenty of fun… everything is very flexible and optional. If you decide that you just want to grab a Bible, sit on one of 

the many camp swings and just relax for a while… that is perfectly okay!  

If you haven’t signed up, I hope you do so. This newsletter should be hitting your email or the webpage with a 

couple days of registration still open. So, plan on a wonderful setting, with some wonderful sisters and a couple brothers 

in Christ, and a blessed opportunity to Renew – Refresh - Restore! 

In Jesus love, 

Pastor Rob Kuefner 

Sr. Pastoral Counselor 

 

2019 DISTRICT RETREAT - RENEW  REFRESH  RESTORE 
We will gather at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp at Hordville on Friday and/or Saturday, September 6-7, to renew, 

refresh and restore when our lives may be chaotic and troubled. We will refill our spiritual cups and spend time with our 

Lord. This is YOUR time with the Lord. You choose to do as you wish. There will not be servant events. an ingathering or 

vendors for this retreat. 

The registration deadline is August 15, 2019! If you have not sent 

your registration in - we still have room!  However, while we want to 

accommodate later registrants, we cannot guarantee sleeping 

accommodations or meals, as this information must be submitted to the 

Camp shortly after August 15. We would love for you to attend so  

please contact Jan Beck via text/phone 402-488-1203 or email 

jnalbeck@gmail.com to see if arrangements can be accommodated. 

Things to bring: 

 open arms to receive hugs from old and new friends 

 ears that are ready to hear the Word from friends, speakers 

and pastors 

 eyes to see God's goodness in the nature that will surround us 

 a mind that is ready to explore and dream 

Also: 

 a Bible - can be an app on your phone or your favorite Bible 

 a journal - trust me, you're going to want to write some of what 

you hear down 

 bedding - sheets or a sleeping bag, and a pillow. 

 toiletries -towel, wash cloth, ect. 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and 

take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit” 

(Psalms 51:10-12). 

Marcia Holtz and Elaine Nelson, Retreat Co-chair 

HOLTZ7747@msn.com  OR  mom@nelsonville.org 

mailto:jnalbeck@gmail.com
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Zones Plan for Fall Rallies 

Zone: Date: Location: Theme: 
Beatrice Saturday, Oct. 12 Our Savior, Odell In Praise to the Lord 

Deshler Saturday, Oct. 19 Grace, Fairbury Run the Race with Jesus, Our Guide 

Falls City TBD TBD TBD 

Grand Island Saturday, Oct. 12 Christ, St. Paul Because He First Loved Us 

Hastings Sunday, Sept. 29 St. Paul, Holstein Going To Serve...Joyfully 

Holdrege Sunday, Oct. 20 Grace, Franklin His Banner Over Me is Love 

Kearney Saturday, Oct. 5 Holy Cross, Kearney Rejoice in Hope! 

Lincoln 
Saturday, Oct. 12 

UNL Chapel with 
Immanuel, Lincoln (host) Planting the Seeds of Christ 

McCook Saturday, Sept. 14 St. Paul, Wauneta Rev. James Carretto on OGT in Russia 

Ogallala TBD TBD TBD 

Seward Sunday, Sept. 29 Our Redeemer, Staplehurst Go and Tell 

York Sunday, Oct. 20 St. Paul, Utica Sharing the Love of Christ 

 
 

June 30 Fiscal Year District Summary 

WOW! June 30 has past, so half of the 2018-2020 biennium is over. Here is a summary of the district’s finances 

from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019: 

Special Gifts Fund account: beginning balance = $12,155.66 receipts = $11,490.90 

  disbursements = $13,342.81  ending balance = $10,303.75 

 LCEF Steward Account:  beginning balance = $110,906.60 receipts = $1,100.11 

  disbursements = $11,100.11 ending balance = $100,906.60 

 Operating Account:  beginning balance = $470.73 receipts = $131,684.18 

  disbursements = $121,727.52 ending balance = $10,427.39 

Points of interest are:  Quarterly invoices paid $11,421.01 vs. received from societies $7,065.35 

  Mileage paid = $2,314.81 and mileage donated = $3,734.95 

  Mites that have been paid to National LWML = $20,262.23 

  District Mission Grants paid = $48,000.00 

We need approximately $85,000 of collected mites by the end of June 30, 2020 to meet our mission 

grant goal. Of these mites, $57,000 will pay the remaining mission grants, approximately $11,000 for district expenses 

(based on prior donated mileage and paid Quarterlys), and 25% of total mites collected to be sent to national. 

To God be the glory! 

Yvonne Lunney 

District Treasurer 

 

DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
August 24, 2019 Zion, Hampton EC Meeting 

September 6-7, 2019 Camp Covenant Cedars Bible Camp, Hordville District Retreat 

February 8, 2020 Zion, Kearney BOD Meeting 

April 18, 2020 Grace, Grand Island EC Meeting 

June 13, 2020 St. Paul, Kenesaw BOD Meeting 

September 18, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney BOD Meeting 

September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

October 17, 2020 TBD EC & BOD Transitional Meeting 

June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 

September 15-17, 2022 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 
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Young Women Representatives Share Convention Experience 

"In Praise to the Lord!" was the theme 

Morgan Ehlers and Jeni Zeller were greeted with as 

they attended the National LWML Convention in 

Mobile as the Nebraska South Young Women 

Representatives (YWRs). These ladies joined 79 

other YWRs from across the country, including 

three that were sent by universities in the Concordia 

University System. This class of YWRs was easily 

identified by their special pin and golden yellow 

YWR ribbon. 

Throughout the 

convention, Morgan and Jeni 

had the opportunity to be 

recognized by the general 

assembly with the other YWRs, 

process in with President Katy 

during the banner procession 

(a highlight for many), carry in 

a flag or country name during 

the mission flag presentation, 

and sit with President Katy during all meeting 

sessions. 

Morgan had a great experience in Mobile. 

She loved her time on the bus getting to know other 

ladies and seeing the varied landscapes between 

Nebraska and Alabama. Morgan was blown away 

by how “mighty our mites” are; she enjoyed the  

Mites in Action speakers to hear how the mites have 

impacted others. Another highlight for her was meeting Jan 

Struck, Donna Pyle, and President Patti at the YWR special 

dinner on Friday night. Morgan also found that she loves the 

color purple and singing with 3,000 other believers, and if she 

were given the opportunity, she would enjoy being a YWR 

again. 

Jeni also enjoyed meeting Jan Struck, Donna Pyle, and 

President Patti, especially hearing how LWML has impacted 

their lives. Another highlight for her 

was hearing Jackie Rychel since 

she had been on a mission trip with 

Jackie back in 2017. Her favorite 

part of the bus trip was devotions 

and singing together. Jeni’s eyes 

were opened about the women 

involved in LWML as she saw the 

different committees recognized 

onstage. As she said, “It helped me 

realize that the women of LWML 

come from different backgrounds, all over the United States, 

but they all have the same goal in mind–to help others.” 

Thanks to everyone who prayed for these women and 

made them feel welcome in Mobile! 

Brianne Stahlecker 

Leader Development Chairman 

 
 

Special Gifts Fund News 

The Special Gifts Fund provided wonderful resources for spreading God’s Word this summer. 

This work is supported by the bequests and gifts from sisters and friends of LWML to be used for the 

LWML Nebraska South mission and ministry. 

This Special Gifts Fund is funded by gifts from private donations, through memorials, special 

donations or offerings, estate planning or any reason that someone desires to give a special gift to 

missions. If you would like to donate to this fund, please send it to our Nebraska South District 

financial secretary and Special Gifts Fund member      MaryBeth Sanchez, PO Box 7 Brule, NE 69127. 

Our committee will be meeting this summer to work on updating the Special Gifts Fund policies and procedures.  

 Mission efforts approved at the June Executive Committee meeting were: 

 Karen Reehl Tiedemann, Reehl Ministries ($1,000)      Special needs for orphanages, prisons and hospitals in Russia, 

Estonia, Latvia & Lithuania. Items like wheel chairs, walkers, playground balls, and fruit are distributed by volunteer 

missionaries who visit each year. Also Bibles are distributed in the Russian, Latvian or Lithuanian language. 

 Patricia R. Holle ($1,000)      Volunteer missionary with Orphan Grain Train in summer 2019. 

 Jessica Bertschinger, Mission Matthew 28 ($500)      St. Matthew’s Lutheran School in Sau Mau Ping, Hong Kong for 

VBS program to serve 150-200 children. 

 Emma Young, Mission Matthew 28 ($500)      St. Matthew's Lutheran School in Sau Mau Ping Hong Kong for VBS 

program to serve 150-200 children. 

 Debbie Brutlag ($1,000)      Mission of Christ Network before-and-after school program tutoring children in English. She 

will relieve long-term missionaries so they can return home for fundraising, training and a bit of rest. 

 Scholarships for eight Nebraska South church work students in the Concordia University System and seminaries 

($8,000). 

(l to r) Donna Pyle, YWR Jeni Zeller, President Patti, 

YWR Morgan Ehlers and Jan Struck 
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If you have a mission trip, project, program or product that conforms to the mission statement and goals of the 

LWML, please complete an application found on the website www.lwmlnesouth.org. I suggest you fill out the application 

online for legibility. Please be as complete and detailed as possible so the committee has a complete picture of the goals 

of your request. Also, it is expected that you have other sources of funding for your project, through local gifts, fund 

raisers, etc. Then be sure to print out, sign, scan and e-mail, or regular mail to Susan Thomas (mailing address included 

on application). 

Susan Thomas, Special Gifts Fund Chairman 

susan.shadyacres@gmail.com 

 
 

My Marvelous Miraculous Mission VBS 
By Deanna Dowding - recent Special Gifts Fund recipient

God is in control. Trust in God. Everything will 

work out. You aren’t crazy for doing this. Pray about 

it. Put it in God’s hands. These are just a few of the 

thoughts that went 

through my mind 

after I committed to 

my adventure. 

I was going to 

Mobile, Alabama, 

for the LWML 

Convention (June 

20-23) as a 

delegate. I was 

then headed to 

Ninilchik, Alaska, to 

teach VBS on June 24-28. I didn’t know any of the 

team. I was to fly out at 6 a.m. on Sunday 

morning to reach Anchorage at 3:35 p.m. and 

then drive four hours to Ninilchik to set up for 

VBS in a building that was new to all the team 

members. The team members were 

Oklahoma District LWML President Dianna 

from Venita, Oklahoma (also our team leader); 

Gayle and Steve from Luther Haven, Florida; 

Marj from Hebron, Nebraska; Roberta from 

Sterling, Alaska; Megan from Wasilla, Alaska; 

and me from Seward, Nebraska.  

I met our team leader, Dianna, for five minutes on 

Friday at the convention. She had to help with vote counting 

after the grant voting, so we couldn’t meet for dinner as she 

had planned. We met again at the airport in 

Mobile at 4:30 a.m. We were  blessed and 

made all our plane connections without 

problems. We got acquainted on the four hour 

trip to Ninilchik. 

We arrived at the fairgrounds in Ninilchik 

and met Roberta and Gayle who helped us put 

up our props for the VBS. Then we went to 

Grace and Tom’s house (our hosts for the 

week) and met Megan, Steve and Marj. 

VBS was an exciting experience. 

Dianna was the frog. Roberta did the opening and closing. 

Megan did recreation. Steve did snacks. Marj did crafts. I was 

the mad professor and did the Bible story each 

day. 

There are many stories about my VBS 

experience that I want to share with you 

through a PowerPoint presentation. The 

pictures included are from the VBS trip. 

Please let me know if you would like me to 

share with your group. Contact me by email 

deanna.dowding@yahoo.com or phone 

(402-643-3148).

 

Serve the LORD with Gladness (Psalm 100:2) 

Do you love the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League? Do you have a passion for what LWML does with mites 

and for missions? Do you also enjoy the sisterhood and the hugs that happen when we get together?   

The District's Nominating Committee is seeking women who are willing to put their name on the ballot to serve 

during the next term. Could that list of willing women include you?  Or perhaps could you suggest somebody that you 

believe might serve? Please prayerfully consider serving (or suggesting somebody else to serve) in one of these 

positions: President    Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

  Recording Secretary   Vice President of Servant Resources 

  Treasurer    Nominating Committee (3 positions) 

Thank you so much! Application forms are available on our NE South District website www.lwmlnesouth.org and 

are due by August 24. If you have any questions, please contact any of the committee members listed below. 

Linda Fees at kfees@kearney.net 

Anita Harms at ajpharms66@gmail.com  

Vickie Hegeholz at vhegeholz@gmail.com

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:deanna.dowding@yahoo.com
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:kfees@kearney.net
mailto:ajpharms66@gmail.com
mailto:vhegeholz@gmail.com
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Mobile Convention — A First-Timer's Experience 

“In Praise to the Lord!” was the theme for the 

38th Biennial National LWML Convention held in 

Mobile, Alabama, this past June and sing praises 

we did! 

Our song leader, Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley 

Taylor, was very enthusiastic and animated. He 

made singing praises to our Lord so much fun! We 

were clapping and dancing and conga lines were 

forming! The opening worship service was moving 

and The Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall of Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Mobile, Alabama, 

delivered an outstanding 

sermon that had people 

clapping and shouting, 

“Amen!” There was no 

doubt that we were in the 

South!  

I have always been a 

pretty shy person, but I 

seemed to have out-grown 

my shyness a little (being a 

pastor’s wife will do that to 

you)! Even more than that, I 

do have some social 

anxiety, especially if I’m 

going somewhere that I 

don’t know anybody. SO, when I decided to go to 

the National LWML Convention and found out that 

only a few people from my zone were going and 

nobody from my church was going, the nerves set 

in big time! I even had a mini panic attack at the 

end of May as the trip was approaching. 

This was my first ever national convention 

and although I was anxious and nervous about 

going, I wound up having a blast! I met so many 

people in our district and was able to see some old 

friends as well. Not only was I a “first-timer,” I was 

also a voting delegate. I enjoyed being a delegate 

because it allowed me to be even more involved 

and really learned more about LWML.  

As a delegate, you have assigned seats in 

the front of the convention hall. While this fact made 

me a little nervous because I knew I couldn’t sit with 

the few people I knew, it allowed me to get to know 

the people in our district better. First-timers also got 

to have lunch with National LWML President Patti 

Ross. She talked about past national conventions 

and held a Q&A session as well. 

We were fortunate to have Donna Pyle as our 

Bible study leader and what a joy and blessing she 

was to us all.  

It was also so wonderful to hear from different 

people who have received our mites for their  

missions and how God works through those mites. It allows 

you to connect that much more to the mite goals when you 

can put faces and experiences to that mission. And of course, 

there is never a dry eye in the house when hearing from 

these missionaries! 

I can’t forget to mention our “humorous interrupter,” Jan 

Struck! She had us all in stitches with her funny skits. She 

even gave a shout-out to our very own Katy Gifford’s teenage 

daughter, Sara, in one of her skits!  

There is so much to do, see 

and learn at the national convention 

from servant events to Bible study to 

visiting the exhibits. I believe there 

were 70 some exhibits to visit and 

many of the exhibitors had activities 

you could participate in, while all of 

them had goodies to give out! It was 

neat to visit these exhibits and learn 

more about the various organizations 

that LWML mites have supported or 

are currently supporting.   

The evening entertainment 

was phenomenal as well. On Friday 

night, we got to see Joe Castillo do 

amazing things with his sand 

art/animation. You might have heard 

of him because he auditioned on America’s Got Talent! If 

you’re curious to see what sand art or animation is, look for 

his videos on YouTube or you might still be able to watch the 

video on the LWML website. Saturday night we were blessed 

to hear The VOICES of Mobile, an acapella group from the 

University of Mobile. Like our song leader, Rev. Taylor, this 

group had us clapping, moving and dancing!  

I can’t decide what my favorite thing at the convention 

was – worship was moving, hearing 3,000+ voices singing at 

once, Bible study, fellowship, and so many HUGS! The whole 

experience was amazing and so much fun! I am SO ready to 

go again and really missed being with our group of ladies 

once we got home. 

I didn’t ride the bus to the convention, but rode it home 

and that was fun too! It was just another chance for me to get 

to know my fellow purple peeps better! So, in a nutshell, I 

HIGHLY recommend going to the next national convention or 

going to a national convention if you ever get the opportunity 

to do so. The next convention will be in Lexington, Kentucky, 

June 24-27, 2021. Mark your calendars and start saving!  

Kirstin Hopkins of Centennial, Superior 

     and Deshler Zone Vice President 

 

(Note from the editor:  Kirstin's photos are included on 

page two of the attachment sent with this issue.)

Kirstin (left) with Deaconess Katie Rittner. Rittner works at  

the Fort Wayne Seminary co-op and is a good friend of  

Kirstin’s family. Kirstin met Katie while Kirstin's husband 

attended the seminary. 
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Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
April 1 through June 30, 2019 

 

Memorials In Honor of:  
 LaVel "Bud" Wademan Ruby Stevens Mary Ann Kruse Melva Esch 
 Ericka Barton Wanda Wimer Dolores Genrich Mildred Reetz 
 Sidney Vitosh Pam Karr Neimeyer Lila Schroeder 
 
Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of: Elvera Rohweder (for 85th Birthday) 
 
Prayer Service Offerings In Honor of: (none this quarter) 

 

2018-2020 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts given to Lutherans For Life 

(2018 convention mission grant request partially filled); 

and 2018-2020 Prayer Service offerings given to Trinity Cookers Easy as 1-2-3 

(2018 convention YWR mission grant request not filled) 

2019 Gifts from the Heart 

"In Praise to the Lord!" (the theme for the national convention held in Mobile June 20-23) was evident by the 

Gifts from the Heart donations. The local recipients of the gifts: The Home of Grace for Women, The Women's Resource 

Center, Penelope House and Nola 4-H will feel the love of Christ. Lutheran Women in Mission are serving as His hands 

and feet. We collected items, made kits, and donated funds, Bibles and Christian children's books. These items will help 

organizations that serve women in the Mobile area, as they seek pregnancy counseling and abortion alternatives, alcohol 

and drug addiction treatment, or protection from domestic violence.  

LWML NE South District contributed over $100 in gift cards, several hygiene kits and sheet sets, and 35+ Arch 

books to the Gifts from the Heart. Most were individual donations. (The district donation information is based on the bus 

riders who responded with information.) Our gifts helped to bring the national GFTH totals to: 

 8,436 Arch Books 

 228 Baby kits 

 262 Sheet sets 

 1,161 Hygiene kits 

 926 Bibles 

 43 Boxes of Miscellaneous Supplies 

 $33,630 in Gift Card Donations 

"Praise God from whom ALL blessings flow!" 

Debbie Rasberry 
VP Human Care 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LWML Sunday 2019 … Faith Like a Mustard Seed 

The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the observation of LWML 

Sunday, but it may be celebrated at any time.  

“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2019, based on Jesus’ 

words in Luke 17:6 that faith as small as a mustard seed can move a mulberry tree. We may 

long for a greater and more heroic faith, but what about the faith we have right now? LWML 

Sunday 2019 celebrates the power of a daily walk with Jesus to transform lives and multiply 

disciples. Little faith or great, there are mulberry trees to be moved!  

2019 LWML Sunday materials, authored by Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy, are now available. 

To ensure availability and delivery, all LWML Sunday orders should be placed before 

September 1, 2019. Go to:  http://www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday. 

 

 

http://www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday
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Nebraska South District Church Work Scholarship Recipients 2019-2020 
He called you to this through our Gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thessalonians 2:14 ESV) 

 
 

 

Jonathan Kisker 
Lincoln 

Teacher - Seward 

Andrew Johnson 
Kearney 

Pastor - St Louis 

Benjamin Kuefner 
Lexington 

Teacher - Seward 

Elizabeth Pobanz 
Grand Island 

Teacher - Seward 

Adler Rickords 
Lincoln 

Pre-Sem - Seward 

Hannah Birtell 
Holdrege 

DCE - Seward 

Adam Baumann 
Fort Wayne 

Pastor - Fort Wayne 

Elizabeth Bergdolt 
Grand Island 

Deaconess - Seward 

Nathan Birtell 
Holdrege  

Pastor - Seward 

Julia Bloom 
Lincoln 

Teacher - Seward 

Abigail Deloach 
Kearney 

Teacher - Seward 

Camille Bolte 
York 

DCE - Seward 

Katie Borcherding 
Lincoln 

Teacher - Wisconsin 

Paige Borcherding 
Lincoln 

Teacher - Seward 

Daniel Duffy 
Kenesaw 

Teacher - Seward 

Aaron Ferguson 
Hyannis 

Teacher - Seward 

Abigail Huggins 
Grand Island 

Teacher - Seward 

Jacob Garrison 
Malcolm 

Pre-Sem - Seward 

Abigail Jeppesen 
Pleasant Dale 

Teacher - Seward 

Stephen Duffy 
Kenesaw 

Teacher - Seward 
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District Scholarship Recipients 2019-2020 (continued) 

 

News from Around the LWML District 

St. Paul's LWML, Cambridge, is one of 10 recipients of the annual LCEF District Outreach Grant for 2019. This 

active group of ladies received the $1,000 grant which is used for four community outreach projects: 

1) Caring Crock Ministry - we will provide 10 crock pots, along with food for three meals and devotional for the 

Lions Club annual Christmas distribution in our area.   

2) Hooked for Life Ministry - we provided lunch for two events where a non-profit organization of volunteers 

share the message of Jesus with kids and their families through the sport of fishing― teaching basic skills and the 

need to become life-long anglers and stewards of God's great outdoors. 

3) Library Reading Program - we will help with the annual bake sale to raise funds for youth/adult community 

reading programs. 

4) Cambridge Community Movie Night - we paid for tickets  

and a concession coupon for our community to attend the movie 

"Breakthrough" at a local theater. 

We encourage LWML groups to apply for the annual LCEF grant for 2020 - visit the LCEF website for more details for the 

contest which is due January, 2020. (submitted by Joy Deterding, Human Care Chair, St. Paul's LWML, Cambridge) 

 
 

How Do You Collect Mites? 

For many years now we have named the second Sunday of each month as Mite Box Sunday at Trinity, Lincoln. The 

big Mite Box is placed in the narthex along with the Quarterly and copies of The ECHO. On the screen we have a picture 

of the Mite Box placed with the Quarterly and The ECHO with the inscription "TODAY IS MITE BOX SUNDAY."  Many 

women and men bring their Mite Boxes full of coins and sometimes we even get some big bills. This gives everyone a 

chance to be a part of LWML in supporting the mission grants. (submitted by Marion Casburn, president of Trinity LWML 

of Lincoln). 

Do you have a unique way that you or your society collects mites?  Please 

submit to the editor as an example for others to consider. Thank you! 

 Heavenly Father, we thank you for these students who are preparing to work fulltime for You in the Church. 

Grant them wisdom, bless them as they study and give them a willingness to serve wherever You call. You love us 

not because we are useful to You, but because we are precious to You. We thank you also for women with hearts 

willing to share what they have with others so Your work can be done. We ask that You make us all willing to 

serve You with gladness in response to Your love. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Taylor Zehendner 
Pleasanton 

Teacher - Seward 

Sarah Warneke 
St. Libory (Worms) 
Teacher - Seward 

Daniel Warneke 
Hastings 

Teacher - Seward 

Chris Warneke 
Hastings 

Pastor - Seward 

Kevin Scott 
Raleigh, NC 

Pastor - St. Louis 
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2018-2020 Mission Grants 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID 
 

 

Time Left in 
Bienniem to 
Meet Goal 

Orphan Grain Train Shipment To The Baltics  $10,000    $5,000  

 

June 30, 2020 

Church Worker Student Scholarships $33,000    $9,000  May 2020 

LCMS Missionary Support By Mission Central $10,000    $5,000  Apr 2020 

Mercy Meals Of Grand Island, NE  $10,800    $5,000  
 

Mar 2020 

His Kids/Camp Luther  $10,000    $5,000  Feb 2020 

Lutheran Family Services/At Ease  $10,000    $5,000    Jan 2020 

OPERATION BARNABAS FOR  
 COMFORT DOG CONGREGATIONS  

$3,000    $3,000  Dec. 31, 2019 
 

CHAPLAIN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR MEDICAL 
 MISSION TRIPS 

$3,000    $3,000  
Nov 2019 

HAITIAN FEEDING PROGRAM/TRINITY HOPE  $3,000     $3,000  Oct 2019 

Seminary Education for New Pastors in    Sep 2019 

           South Sudan/Lutheran Heritage Foundation  $7,500    $5,000   Aug 2019 

Lutherans for Life/Post Abortion      

           Crisis Hotline Expansion  $1,910      

     

YWR - Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool      

            and Outreach/Snacks  $2,790      

  __________  __________  

 2018-2020 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000    $48,000    

 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$52,500 

Deadline for next ECHO: November 1, 2019 

Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439 

Email:  l_hammer@hotmail.com 

LWML Mission Grant Applications for 

2020-2022 Biennium are due  December 15, 2019.  

For an application go to: 

http://lwmlnesouth.org/20202022_mission_ 

grant_application 

 

 

Still time to register for the RENEW  

REFRESH  RESTORE  Retreat – 

Sept. 6-7 at Covenant Cedars Bible 

 Camp at Hordville … see page 2 

for more information. 

Send in your mites!  See page 3 for an update so 

LWML Nebraska South District meets the 2018-2020 

Mission Grant goal and the district’s financial needs. 

        Be sure to check out the 

        user-friendly website for 

        Nebraska South District 

      LWML. Go to http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/ 

 PRAY for our LWML Scholarship 

             recipients as they begin their 

             studies this Fall Semester 2019! 

 PRAYERFULLY   

          consider to allow 

           your name on the 

            ballot to serve   

during the 2020-2022 

biennium - see page 5. 

Application is due August 24! 

http://lwmlnesouth.org/20202022_mission_grant_application
http://lwmlnesouth.org/20202022_mission_grant_application
http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/

