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We Go With Christ 

Forth in the peace of Christ we go; 
Christ to the world with joy we bring; 

Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, 
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true 

king. (LSB 920 v. 1) 
 

Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips, Christ in our 

hearts. Those three phrases remind me of our 

September district convention. It is easy to have Christ 

on our minds, lips, and hearts when we are surrounded 

by our Sisters in Christ and celebrating living as 

Daughters of the King. We were in the Word. We were 

gathered to praise our Lord with our actions and songs. 

We were constantly reminded how blessed we are to be 

forgiven children of God.  

Then we go home. The daily stresses return. The 

to-do list was waiting at my house. I’m guessing you all 

had some chores to do as well. And now as winter and 

Christmas are coming, our lists don’t get any shorter. 

Then the beginning of a new year. New beginnings. New 

goals. But is there peace? 

Be sure that as you continue on as a Daughter of 

the King, that you don’t go without the peace that only 

Christ can give. He is the one who has lavished us in His 

grace and allowed us all to be Sisters in Christ. Stay 

connected with Christ. Read His Word. Speak to Him in 

prayer. Plan ways for you to serve Him. Let your service 

be a “get-to-do,” not a “have-to-do” item on your to-do 

list. Invite a friend to join you. 

Whatever we do. Wherever we go. We don’t go 

alone. We go with Christ. Even when we don’t realize He 

is there, He is.  

Katy Gifford 
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell) 
blessings@sentco.net 

Get “mobile” to Mobile 
Bus Trip ~ June 18-24 ~ to 2019  LWML Convention 

Nebraska South will be taking a charter bus to the 

LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama. We will arrive 

Wednesday evening so everyone can enjoy servant 

events on Thursday and participate in the choir! 

The cost will be $300 per person, which includes 

bus transportation and hotel costs to and from Mobile, 

depending on the number of riders; this cost does NOT 

include convention registration, meals, and motel costs 

while at convention. The motel cost is calculated with 

double occupancy. Please specify a roommate choice, if 

possible.  

The route will begin in 

Grand Island and then follow 

Highway 81 south. Scheduled 

pick-ups are at Grand Island, 

York and Hebron. A detailed 

schedule will be sent to those participating. 

All bus riders will be registered at the same motel. 

This will be arranged by the bus coordinator for the 

Mobile Convention. More information will be shared with 

participants as it is finalized.  

Sign up begins Nov. 15, 2018 through Jan. 1, 2019 

 More information and details are available at District  
LWML website: http://www.lwmlnesouth.org,  

 Make check payable to: LWML NE South District 

 Checks will be cashed February 1, 2019 

 The bus contact person is Sherry Burger, VP of 
Servant Resources; email:  sherrysue56@gmail.com  

  or phone: 402-365-7633 (home) or 402-364-3659 
 (cell) 

 Registration form is on next page! 
 
 

 

QUARTERLY 

ECHO 

 

2019 Convention 
Banner Needed (see page 2) 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
mailto:sherrysue56@gmail.com


 Page 2 

“mobile” to Mobile –  2019 LWML Convention   Bus Trip ~ June 18-24, 2019 

Name (please print): ________________________________________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

e-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (area code) (__________) _____________________________________________________ 

Roommate: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Pick up:   Grand Island  _________    York __________   Hebron ___________ 

 Make check payable to:   LWML NE South District  (will be cashed Feb. 1) 

Mail form and check to:  Sherry Burger, 5237 Rd RS;  Davenport, NE  68335 

~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

“For whatever remains of your life, live as those sent by Christ.” 

(Martin Luther) 

I am a Lutheran (for all my life) and a Lutheran pastor (for more than half of it), but not much of a 

Luther scholar. Of course, I know the Small Catechism and have a library of books citing the reformer 

and his impact on the world and the church, but I am not one who reads his words and works all that 

often. Perhaps that is why I was so impacted by the words of Martin Luther recently. 

At the congregation I am blessed to serve (Emmanuel in York) a friend and fellow missionary, 

Gary Thies, was with us and he shared Luther’s words from a sermon on John 20:19-29. In this text Jesus says, “As the 

Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” (v. 21) and Luther preached, “This is the highest work that a Christian is 

able to do; that through preaching I should bring my neighbor to the same faith to which I have been brought. He appoints 

each one to this office.”  

Everyone in Christ is truly His witness, His ambassador, “God making His appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). 

Luther’s pastoral heart is shared in simple, yet profound and challenging words as he exhorted his hearers and us as well 

with these words, “For whatever remains of your life, live as those sent by Christ. It is the office of everyone to instruct his 

neighbor. And the power is given not to the clergy alone but to all believers.” 

Who is Jesus sending you to? Your child or grandchild? Your neighbor across the street or across the world? A 

foreign mission field or the mission field in your own backyard? Are you willing and ready to live the rest of your life as one 

sent by Jesus? My prayer for each of us, including myself, is that we answer with the same exuberance and zeal as the 

prophet Isaiah did when he heard the Lord say, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah’s answer: “Here am I! 

Send me!” 

One of His witnesses, just like you! 
Pastor Mike Neidow 
Jr. Pastoral Counselor 

                                   

Use Your Talents 

God has given each of us gifts and talents to be used in His Kingdom and to His glory. We are looking for banner 

designs for the 2019 National Convention to be held in Mobile, Alabama, in June. President Katy Gifford will represent the 

Nebraska South District and she needs a banner to carry. Let’s create National Banner Envy in 2019! 

The 38
th
 Biennial Convention theme is “In Praise to the Lord!” based on 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a: “Sing to the Lord, 

all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations.” 

Submit your color design by Tuesday, January 1, 2019. The banner design will be voted on at 

the February 2019 Board of Directors' meeting. The individual, society or zone who submitted the 

design will be in charge of making the banner.  

The banner specifications are as follows: 
1) The finished banner is to be 3’ x 5’ (before any fringe is added). 
2) You may not use the convention logo on your banner, but it is encouraged to base your design on the 

convention theme “In Praise to the Lord!” You may use the convention colors (purple, red, blue) or other colors 

as you so desire. Heavy fabric or bulky items are discouraged; the banner needs to be relatively easy to 

manage when carried. 
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3) The district name MUST be on the front of the banner, though it may be abbreviated if necessary. Use any size 

letters you wish. Other specifics will be shared with the banner designer(s). 

Again, submit your color design by Tuesday, January 1 to: Molly Dixon, Media & Marketing Chairman 
Questions?  Contact me!      29895 265

th
 Rd. 

         Pleasanton, NE 68866 
Molly Dixon 
Media & Marketing Chairman 
(308) 440-7110 
peteandmollydixon@hotmail.com 
 

 

YWR for 2019 Convention 

Do you know a young woman who would enjoy 

participating in the National LWML Convention with other 

young women in Mobile next summer? If so, encourage her 

to apply to be one of our LWML Nebraska South District 

Young Women Representatives (YWR). 

The selected YWRs will travel on the bus with other 

women from our district to the convention. These young 

women will get the opportunity to spend four days at the 

convention with approximately 70 other young women who 

are passionate about "Serving the Lord with Gladness," while 

also forming friendships to last a lifetime! 

While at the convention, they will be exposed to new 

ideas, inspiring speakers, and shown love by women from 

across the country who also have a heart for the LWML. 

Finally, after the convention, these young women will come 

back to the district and have opportunities to share what they 

have learned and to create opportunities for other young 

women at our next district convention. The application can be 

found on the LWML website - http://www.lwml.org/resources-

for-young-women.  

Any questions about the YWR program should be 

directed to Sherry Burger (sherrysue56@gmail.com) or 

Brianne Stahlecker (brianne.lwml@gmail.com). 

Applications should be sent via email or regular mail to 

Brianne no later than December 21, 2018 at. 

Brianne Stahlecker 
410 N. 5th St.   
Seward, NE 68434 
 

Brianne Stahlecker 
Leader Development Chair 
brianne.lwml@gmail.com 

District 2019 Women’s Retreat 

Renew, Refresh, and Restore 

We will gather at Covenant Cedars Bible Camp 

at Hordville for our fall retreat. Mark your calendars 

now for Friday and/or Saturday, September 6 and 7, 

2019.  

In a time when lives 

are chaotic and troubled, 

and we empty ourselves 

physically, we need time to 

renew, refresh, and restore. 

We will gather to refill our 

spiritual cups as we meet at 

Covenant Cedars and 

spend time with our Lord. 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 

a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your 

presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me 

with a willing spirit” (Psalms 51:10-12). 

Look for more information in upcoming ECHO 

issues. Feel free to check out the camp at 

www.cedars.org. 

Marcia Holtz and Elaine Nelson, Retreat Co-chair 

HOLTZ7747@msn.com or mom@nelsonville.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
February 9, 2019 Peace, Grand Island BOD Meeting 

April 13, 2019 St. Paul's, Central City EC Meeting 

June 8, 2019 Zion, St. Libory (Worms) BOD Meeting 

June 20-23, 2019 Mobile, Alabama National LWML Convention 

August 24, 2019 Zion, Hampton EC Meeting 

September 6-7, 2019 Camp Covenant Cedars Bible Camp, Hordville District Retreat 

September 18-19, 2020 Younes Convention Center, Kearney District Convention 

June 24-27, 2021 Lexington, Kentucky National LWML Convention 

http://www.cedars.org/
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Registration Fee:  $15.00 REGISTRATION FORM 
(Form and check due by April 15) 
 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:   _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Email:   ________________________________________________________________ 
 Send registration form and payment by April 15 to: 

Home District: _______ North _______ South  Lana Erickson 

  13826 Ames Ave - Omaha, NE  68164 

~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~ cut here ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Consider adding this to your church 
bulletin or newsletter? Just think...If 
each family of your congregation put 
one quarter in their Mite Box each 
week. In a month they would have 
$1.00. In a year...$12.00. Now multiply 
that by how many Mite Boxes given to 
families. Each little bit counts and helps 
us to pay for tuition, send His Kids to 
Camp Luther, feed hungry families, and 
share the Word and love of Jesus. 
 

Memorials and Joy/Thankofferings 
July 1 - September 30, 2018 

 

Memorials In Honor of:  
 June Knipfel Norma and Franklin Holtmeier 
 Judy Roehrs Frieda Sohl 
 Evelyn Lillich Beverly Reinertson 
 

Joy/Thankofferings in Honor of:   (none) 
 

2016-2018 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering gifts are given to “Dormitories 
in Togo” through Mission Central Adoption Agreement with Gary Thies 

 

2016-2018 Prayer Service offerings are given to “KNGN Enhancement 
and Upkeep Project” (convention mission grant request not filled) 

 

2018-2020 Joy, Memorial, Thankoffering will be designated 

at February 2019 BOD meeting 
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2018-2020 Mission Grants 

At convention, our delegates and YWRs selected 

twelve mission grants for 2018-2020. For the complete 

list of Mission Grants go to the last page of The ECHO! 

These grants will be: 

 Ones we continue to support 

Orphan Grain Train, Jesus Our Savior Preschool 

 New projects 

Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Missions,  

Pastors in South Sudan 

 Close to home  

Scholarships for Church Workers, Camp Luther 

 Far-reaching 

 Haitian Feeding, Mission Central, Mercy Meals 

 Ones which extend Jesus’ love to those who 

hurting 

 At Ease, Post Abortion Hotline, Operation 

Barnabas. 

To discover more about the grants, check the 

LWML Nebraska South website (www.lwmlnesouth.org) 

under the Missions/Applications tab. There you will find 

summaries of each grant and a video is available. 

Additionally, most of the recipients have their own 

website or Facebook page where you can see pictures 

and read details about your mission grants in action. 

As we strive to meet the challenge 

of serving our Lord by supporting our 

mission grants, remember to pray for the 

recipients and give mites to further God’s 

kingdom and glory. 

Eileen Zentner 

VP Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants 

“Christ Be My Leader 

by Night as by Day...” 

What a humbling experience to be selected as a 

leader for your society or zone. Know that in the days 

ahead, there is a wealth of information and individuals  

to help and guide your decisions and leadership. 

Being in the Word is a wonderful place to begin 

with Christ as your guide. There are also LWML mentors 

who have preceded you - who are always willing to give 

encour-agement and suggestions. Be sure to take 

advantage of the wealth of online resources for leaders, 

i.e., event planning, meeting suggestions, mixers, and 

Bible studies. 

These great resources can be found at:   
www.lwml.org/developing-leaders. If you are computer 

challenged, use the opportunity to 
involve someone else to help access 
information and resources. Blessings on 
your service in the year ahead. 

 

“…Gladly I follow, my future His care, 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is 

there.”  (LSB 861) 

Sherry Burger 
VP of Servant Resources 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Be sure to check out the user- 

friendly website for Nebraska 

South District LWML. Go to 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/ 

 

Our Daily Feeding 
"Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation" (1 Peter 2:2) 

In our daily lives, we wake up hungry in the morning and need nourishment to start the day. We eat breakfast. In 

our spiritual lives, we also need that daily feeding. We need to be fed spiritually from God’s Word. 

Here is a suggestion to help make that daily feeding happen in your life. Ask someone to be your “Bible Study 

Buddy.” This person can be someone from your LWML society, from your congregation, or it can simply be a friend in 

your life. Start a Bible study with your buddy. Each of you read the chosen lesson on your own, then communicate by text 

message, or by phone, sharing your impressions and insights of the lesson. 

By having someone studying with you, it makes you accountable to that person and makes you 

more likely to follow through with your study. One study which can be used is “Forgiveness: Received 

From God, Extended to Others” by Donna Pyle, available from Concordia Publishing House (cph.org).  

Donna also has Bible studies that can be downloaded at no cost from the LWML website 

(lwml.org). Another source to get you started is your pastor, who may have a number of studies on books 

of the Bible. So find your Buddy and start feeding! 

Vicky Van Velson 

VP of Christian Life 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/1Pet/2#2
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2018 District Convention Summary 

The excitement was evident on Friday, September 14, as the 39th Biennial LWML Nebraska South District 

Convention began with a plethora of Servant Events. The Sisters in Christ from the southern part of Nebraska gathered in 

the Diamond Room in the Younes Center in Kearney. The room was filled with quickly moving stitching fingers, fingers 

sequencing beaded bracelets, and fingers writing encouraging messages. With all the work there was also lots of chatter, 

smiles and intermittent hugs as someone new arrived. It was indeed a picture of many "Serving the Lord with Gladness." 

The evening included break-out sessions with Pastor Brent Smith from Mission Central, Kaye 

Wolff from the National LWML Executive Board and Katie Schuermann (the author of several warm 

and intriguing novels). Devotions sent all to their rooms with prayer and a promise of an enriching 

Saturday. 

Singing filled the Diamond Room Saturday as approximately 430 sisters and a few brothers 

gathered for the opening processional. The zone presidents carried the baby quilt banners followed by 

President Katy Gifford and the Board of Directors, past Presidents of the Nebraska District South, 

President and past Presidents of Nebraska District North and the service officiants. 

A communion service lifted praise to God followed by the lighting of the convention candle by Sara Gifford and 

Sharon Herbst, President Katy's youngest daughter and her mother, and then the convention was called to order. We 

proceeded through business including officer introductions, mission grants presentation and voting, and updating bylaws. 

The Credentials Committee's first report showed:  126 delegates, 12 zone presidents, 9 elected officers, 5 past 

District presidents, and 17 YWRs. 

Katie Schuerman shared her life story and her beautiful faith in Jesus Christ. Her message was enriched with songs 

of faith sung by all. 

Delegates voted for the new Board members and for the 2018-2020 mission grants. 

The National LWML Vice President of Special Focus Ministries, Kaye Wolff, encouraged all to reach out to the 

younger women in our congregations. She said every society needs "hens and chicks" and asked all to become listeners 

to the younger women in our churches. She shared Luke 11:9-10 for all to use as a prayer of encouragement. 

President Brian Friedrich from Concordia University Nebraska led the Bible study. Rev. Dr. Brent Smith of Mission 

Central focused the group on sharing Christ and His love. 

An active group of Young Women Reps shared their energy and enthusiasm as they participated with all the other 

"Daughters of the King"  the convention theme. 

A service of dedication for Gifts from the Heart blessed health kits, school supplies, quilts and clothing. The newly 

elected officers were installed. President Katy thanked the Convention Committee for a well organized and inspirational 

convention and adjourned the 39th Biennial Convention. Prayers and songs sent the sisters back to the mission fields in 

their communities for service and proclamation. 

Oh yes, the evening was filled with great food and laughter as Elaine Bickel, author and humorist, told many of her 

life experiences. What a great way to end a great convention!  

(Thank you Elaine Royuk, delegate from LWL St. John, Seward, for submitting this article upon request from Publication staff. Pictures 

from the convention can be viewed on the District website: www.lwmlnesouth.org and a few pictures are included at end of this 

publication) 

 

 
  

LADIES!  You made the convention a success by participating in the Servant Events. Being one of the 
108 participants, the following were completed: 

 Quilts - 70 
 Faith bracelets - 600 
 Knitted hats - 25 

 Letters written to first-year pastors - 85 
 Christmas cards signed for military personal - 440 

Thank you to Bob and Beth Stark of Orphan Grain Train, the Holdrege Zone ladies and all who helped and 
packed the 10,755 Ingathering items, and to the ladies who helped with the Servant Events. 

Serve the Lord with Gladness, 
Janet Drake 
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RE: LWML 2018 Convention, Nebraska District South – Ingathering 
 

We want to thank you for your support of Orphan Grain Train, Crossroads, 

Kearney, McCook Pantry, Women Resources Center by donating all the items that 

LWML Societies have donated at this 2018 convention. Orphan Grain Train received 

32 boxes of Health Kits, 9 boxes of Undies, 11 boxes of Socks, 46 boxes of school 

kits, 5 boxes of school supplies, and 42 boxes of quilts. There were many LWML 

Societies that delivered 3,421 items to the warehouse before the Convention. 

May God bless your LWML Societies that support Orphan Grain Train to help those in need. 

Thank you for supporting Orphan Grain Train. 

Yours truly, 

 Beth Stark 

 Beth Stark, Board Member of OGT and LWML Member 

 
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  John 14:18 

(A copy of the original letter can be viewed on the District website: www.lwmlnesouth.org)  
 

 

Zones Plan for Spring Workshops 

Zone: Date: Site: Theme (with Guest Speaker): 

Deshler March 16, 2019 St. Mark's, Ruskin TBA 

Falls City March 30, 2019 St. Peter's, Elk Creek TBA 

Grand Island TBA Zion - Worms, NE (St. Libory) TBA 

Holdrege TBA St. John’s in Oxford TBA 

Kearney TBA TBA TBA 

McCook March 30, 2019 St. John, Curtis God Is Enough 

Lincoln April 6, 2019 Immanuel, Eagle How Great is the Father’s Love 

Seward March 30, 2019 St. John, Seward Our Hope and Future 

York March 31, 2019 Zion, Hampton TBA 

 

Summaries of Zone Fall Rallies 

BEATRICE Zone held their rally on Saturday. October 13, at Trinity, Jansen. The rally theme was "Ready, Set, Go tell 
everyone about Jesus" based on Ephesians 5:19, "Talk to each other about the Lord, quoting psalms and singing hymns 
and sacred songs, making ,music in your hearts to the Lord." Pastor Korterba led the Bible study and Lou Ann Wurm gave 
a presentation of pillowcase dresses. She has made over 400. Our Mission speaker was Pastor Brent Smith from Mission 
Central. There were 46 members, four guests and two pastors present, Yvonne Lunney was our District rep. The sad part 
of the day was that Trinity, Jansen closed its doors at the end of October. We did some reminiscing and wished them 
God's blessings. Lunch and fellowship followed, (Zone President Carlyn Koenig) 

DESHLER Zone rally was held November 4 at St. Peter's Lutheran School auditorium, Deshler, with 30 participants 
attending. Pastor Brian Francik was devotional leader and based his devotion on Isaiah 6:1-8. The rally theme was "Here 
I Am! Send Me" and the presenter was Todd Voss, Deshler Lutheran School principal. He spoke on his and his son's trip 
to Angel Fire, New Mexico, with another youth group where they participated in a week of servant events. A monetary 
ingathering ($252.00) was received for Phil's Friends -- kit items that the Deshler Lutheran School will be putting together 
in January. (Zone President Carolyn Meyer) 

FALLS CITY Zone held their rally on October 13 at Zion, Pawnee City. The theme was "Spread Abroad the Mighty 
Word," based on Isaiah 6:9. Lacey Studnicka and Amanda Godemann of Lutheran Family Services were the guest 
speakers, and spoke on "Welcoming the Stranger, Welcoming Refugees and Immigrants to Nebraska." Roll call showed 
29 members, one pastor and three guests attended. Ingathering was a donation to be given to the Pawnee City Food 
Bank. (Zone Secretary Ellen Koehler) 

GRAND ISLAND Zone rally was October 13 at St. John, Palmer with 40 ladies and two pastors attending. Host Pastor 
Thomas Clark led opening devotions. Counselor Rev. Richard Kothe held installation of new officers and closing 
devotions. The rally theme was "A Light to Lighten the Gentiles" based on Luke 2:32a. Guest speaker was Mary Ann 
Niemoth (from Hastings and a member of Trinity, Grand Island), who presented "Jesus" Joys of Tanzania. She and her 
brother traveled to Tanzania last year and worked with the teachers and children at Kyrasa Primary School, and she 
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showed slides and told of the troubles they faced and the joys of sharing God's work with them. The rally offering of $547 
was designated to aid the Kyrasa Primary School in Tanzania, when Mary Ann goes back in 2019. A highlight of the day 
was the offering collected for the school and giving of the banner (see picture from rally on page 10). (Zone President 
Linda Gilson) 

HOLDREGE Zone rally was held Sunday, October 21, at the Cambridge Community Building with St. Paul’s, Holdrege, 
hosting and 41 attendees. The Bible study was led by Pastor Wolff and devotions were led by Sheri Liesing, using Karen 
Ehman’s Wearing to Many Hats. The rally theme was “Hats for Christ” and our guest presenter was “The Hat Lady” Vicki 
Bantam, speaking on the different hats a Christian woman wears. The ingathering included coats, gloves, hats for Orphan 
Grain Train and monetary gifts for boots for Russia kids. (Zone President Lori Leibbrandt) 

KEARNEY Zone rally was held October 21 at Zion, Kearney, with 55 persons in attendance. Our Bible study/devotional 
leader was Pastor William Ohlmann of Trinity, Lexington. "Sharing the Light of Christ" was the rally theme based on 
Phillipians 2:14-15. The guest presenter was Pastor Dale Kaster, Theological educator and missionary to Ghana, and now 
to the Czech Republic. The ingathering "Everything Bubbly" included soaps and shampoos for the Safe Center in 
Kearney. Two major highlights were: 1) Pastor Kaster's presentation of his work in Ghana. His parting gift to the people he 
taught was the Small Catechism translated into their native tongue. 2) Gifting of our Zone "Banner/Quilt" from the NE 
South District Convention to the family of a critically ill infant, as well as notes from rally attendees conveying God's grace 
and mercy and love to them, his children. (Past Zone President Ann Bosshamer) 

LINCOLN Zone rally was held on October 14 at Holy Savior, Lincoln, with the theme “The Joy of God’s Love.” Pastor 
Irwin from Holy Savior gave the opening prayer and Pastor Burk led the Bible Study on Psalm 108:4. Our guest speaker 
was Vernita Steinbauer, who is a counselor at GracePoint Institute for Relational Health. Mental health is a topic most 
people don’t want to hear about. She explained how and why this organization was started and how it has grown over the 
last few years with offices being included in the updating of the University Chapel. The free-will offering was designated to 
help provide special training to counselors. Katy Gifford was our District representative. We had 28 brave sisters and 
brothers in attendance, since we were blessed with snow and ice on that day. (Past Zone President Jeanne Krutz) 

MCCOOK Zone rally was held October 6 at St. John’s (Ash Creek), McCook. The theme was “Our Help Comes from the 
Lord” based on Psalm 121:1-2.  Sherry Burger, VP of Servant Resources, extended greetings from the District and shared 
President Katy Gifford’s PowerPoint message. Sherry explained that Servant Resources covers leader development, 
young women and teens, and there are many resources on the LWML website (www.lwml.org). The guest speaker was 
Pastor Lonnie Felcher of Peace, McCook, and his presentation was entitled “Journeying Through Grief” – based on “He 
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). The ingathering was:  wide rule notebooks, erasers, 
and glue sticks to be divided between the McCook Elementary School and the Southwest Elementary Public School. 
There were 36 in attendance including pastors, guests, members, and children.  (Zone President Susan Nutt) 

OGALLALA Zone rally was on October 13 at Shepherd of the Hills, Hyannis. Devotions were led by Pastor Ben 
Francisco, zone pastoral counselor. The theme for the day was "S.O.S. Serving Our Savior." Guest speaker was 
President Katy Gifford and her topic was "Being a Servant." The rally was attended by 28 members, one pastor, and two 
guests. (Past Zone President Diana Armknecht) 

SEWARD Zone rally was September 30 and held at Immanuel, Seward, schoolhouse, with 36 persons were in 
attendance. Devotions were led by Pastor Louis Griser of Immanuel, Seward. The Bible study was led by Pastor David 
Dobbertein of Zion, Garland, and also the Zone pastoral counselor. "We Sing! We Praise! We Worship! We Learn! We 
Share!" was the rally theme. Guest presenter was Paul Soulek, music director at St. John, Seward, who provided an 
explanation on several hymns which were then sung by participants. Ingathering items were taken to District Convention 
(102 backpacks and 106 health kits among miscellaneous items.)  Changes to the Seward Zone Bylaws were approved 
and Memory Blankets were given to Pastor Griser and Pastor Dobbertein.  (Zone President Deanna Dowding) 

YORK Zone gathered on a snowy Sunday, October 14, at St. Peter, Hampton, for our fall rally. Attending were 
20 members, two pastors and two speakers who enjoyed hearing the District update from President Katy Gifford and the 
news and future plans for Camp Luther from Executive Director Bruce Wall. Opening devotions were by Pastor Tim Wells 
and focused on our theme from Psalm 117, "Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. For great is his 
love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD." The ingathering included items from 
Camp Luther's Wish List and Bruce filled the back of his pickup with boxes of supplies! The offering was also designated 
for Camp Luther. Pastor Matt Mau, Zone counselor, provided a dedication of the ingathering items, a closing devotion 
based on 1 Peter 2:6 -- Camp Luther's 2019 Camp theme "Cornerstone," and installed the new officers for the coming 
year:  President/Leader Development Angie Moore, Vice President/Human Care Colleen Classen, Treasurer Justine 
Wiemer, and Historian Fran Stewart. A wonderful lunch was enjoyed by all and the roads were greatly improved for our 
trips home! (Past Zone President Colleen Classen) 
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Be Creative in Ways 

to Collect Mites 
and share your ideas with the 

VP of Gospel Outreach - Eileen Zentner 

as we "Serve the Lord with Gladness!" 

2018-2020 Mission Grants 
"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold." 

(Grants in bold uppercase means paid in full) Amount  PAID 
 

 

Time Left in 
Bienniem to 
Meet Goal 

Orphan Grain Train Shipment To The Baltics  $10,000    

 

June 30, 2020 

Church Worker Student Scholarships $33,000    May 2020 

LCMS Missionary Support By Mission Central $10,000    Apr 2020 

Mercy Meals Of Grand Island, NE  $10,800    Mar 2020 

His Kids/Camp Luther  $10,000    Feb 2020 

Lutheran Family Services/At Ease  $10,000    Jan 2020 

Operation Barnabas for Comfort Dog Congregations  $3,000    Dec. 31, 2019 

Chaplain Scholarships For Medical Mission Trips  $3,000    Nov 2019 

Haitian Feeding Program/Trinity Hope  $3,000    Oct 2019 

Seminary Education for New Pastors in    Sep 2019 

           South Sudan/Lutheran Heritage Foundation  $7,500    Aug 2019 

Lutherans for Life/Post Abortion     Jul 2019 

           Crisis Hotline Expansion  $1,910    Jun 2019 

    May 2019 

YWR - Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool     Apr 2019 

            and Outreach/Snacks  $2,790    Mar 2019 

  __________  ___________ Feb 2019 

 2018-2020 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $105,000   $0   Jan 2019 

      Dec 2018 

      Nov 2018 

 2016-2018 Biennium Update      

 

 June 30, 2018 was the end of the 2016-2018 biennium. As of that date, the 2016-2018 Scholarships mission grant had a $9,000 
amount still due because the mites submitted by June 30, 2018 were $8,529.27 short. 

 On August 18, 2018 a check for $1,500 was sent to go toward the 2016-2018 scholarships, using mites received in the new 2018-
2020 biennium. 

 On September 5, 2018, the remaining $7,500 was sent (again from the new 2018-2020 biennium mites) so the 2016-2018 
scholarships are now paid in full. 

 However, no mission grants from the new 2018-2020 biennium have been paid in the first five months of the biennium, which leaves 
$105,000 in mites needed for mission grants, plus the additional mites to national LWML and the District operating expenses. 

 Funds are available for the spring 2019 scholarship payments and will be disbursed in December 2018, when requested by the 
Concordias. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Deadline for next ECHO February 1, 2019 

Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer  215 South St Staplehurst, NE 68439 

Email:  l_hammer@hotmail.com 

 

Register for Bus to 2019 Convention 

in Mobile by January 1! Register for 2019 Seek & Serve Day 

at St. John, Seward by April 15 
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Pictures from 2018 District Convention and More 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 District convention Grand 

Island Zone banner/quilt. Holding the 

banner are Mary Ann Niemoth, Linda 

Gilson and Denise Hummel, the three 

persons who worked on the banner. 

2018-2010 Executive Committee members are (front row l to r):  Recording Secretary 

Denise Hummel, VP of Christian Life Vicky Van Velson, VP of Servant Resources 

Sherry Burger, Nominating Committee member Anita Harms, Treasurer  Yvonne 

Lunney, VP of Gospel Outreach Eileen Zentner, Nominating Committee member 

Vickie Hegeholz; (back row l to r) Sr. Pastoral Counselor Rev. Rob Kuefner, Financial 

Secretary MaryBeth Sanchez, President Katy Gifford, VP of Human Care Debbie 

Rasberry, VP of Communication Cassandra Tomsen, and Nominating Committee 

Chair Linda Fees. Not present Jr. Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Michael Neidow 

St. Paul, Utica, celebrated LWML Sunday on October 7. A "branch" of the society is the Nimble Thimbles ladies from the 
congregation who tie quilts once a month. These quilts are mainly donated to Orphan Grain Train in Grand Island with a few 

going on mission trips to Honduras in years past. This year 45 quilts will be delivered to OGT. 


