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Convention Schedule 
Friday, September 14 
9:30 BOD Meeting 
1:00  Servant Events: Diamond Rooms 4, 5, 9, 10 

(Supper is on your own) 
6:00 Break-out Sessions:  Choir Rehearsal (Diamond 4, 5, 9,10), Kaye Wolff (Crystal 

3), Pastor Brent Smith (Crystal 1) or Elaine Bickel (Crystal 2) 
7:00 Break-out Sessions: Kaye Wolff (Crystal 3), Pastor Brent Smith (Crystal 1) or 

Elaine Bickel (Crystal 2) 
8:00 Closing Devotion: Diamond Rooms 4, 5, 9, 10    
8:30 President’s Reception and Meet the Candidates in Comfort Inn lobby 
 
Saturday, September 15 
8:00 Singing 
8:30  Opening Processional                         

Worship Service and Offering #1 (2018-2020 Mission Goal)  
Officer Introduction 
Mission Grant Presentation and Mission Grant Adoption 
Bylaw Update Voting  
Keynote Address: Katie Schuermann 
Voting 

12:00 Lunch Recess with Exhibits Open 
 
1:15 Singing 
 LWML Representative Kaye Wolff  

Bible Study  
Singing and Offering #2 for Mission Central  
Greetings from LLL and LWML Nebraska North District 
LCMS Foundation 
Mission Speaker: Pastor Brent Smith 

 Albuquerque YWR Report  
YWR/Teen introductions and 2019 LWML Convention Invitation 

 2019 Retreat Invite 
 2020 Convention Invite 
 Voting Results 
 Gifts from the Heart Dedication 
 Installation of officers 

Adjourn 
6:30 Banquet 

Speaker Elaine Bickel  
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Welcome, Daughters of the King! 
 

Welcome to the 2018 LWML Nebraska South District 
Convention! 
 
I am so glad that each and every one of you has chosen to 
gather this weekend as we praise our Lord, serve Him with 
gladness, and learn more about what it means to be “Daughters 
of the King, Sisters in Christ.”  As the board of directors, and 
especially the Convention Planning Committee has worked to 
prepare for this convention, we have reminded each other 
several times that this is not our convention.  It is the Lord’s 
convention and we pray that His will is done as we listen, serve, 
sing, and have fellowship with each other.   
 

It has been such a blessing to travel and meet so many of you face to face at meetings, rallies, and 
other district events.  I am often reminded of the love the Lord has for us as I see you all supporting 
each other through life.  In the past two years we have helped each other through the loss of loved 
ones, illnesses, watching our children grow up, financial hardships, and “those days” that just aren’t 
fun and lead us to believe that we can’t go on.  But we have gone on with the Lord and each other. 
We continue to as God’s children, as sisters (and brothers) in Christ.  Our Lord allows for us to have 
the connections that we have made in LWML to edify each other and show His love to each other.  
He also allows us to carry on to the years to come and continue to support each other.  What a 
great joy it is to be part of His family, the church, and serve Him by serving one another. 
 
A common saying from me is “I don’t have to serve the Lord, I GET to serve the Lord.”  It is my 
prayer that you will leave our convention with an intentional look around at those in your family, 
your community, and your congregation.  How can you serve them?  It may be hours of service, it 
may be a financial donation, or it could be as easy as taking the time to give encouragement and 
listen to someone who needs help getting through “one of those days.” Serve them and invite 
them to serve the Lord with you. 
 
May you always know that you are loved and that you all are “Daughters of the King – Sisters in 
Christ.” 
 
Blessings, 
Katy Gifford 
District President 
 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect 
 (I Peter 3:15). 
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2018 Convention Chairman Report 
 

On behalf of the Holdrege, Kearney, McCook, and Ogallala Zones, welcome to Kearney and the 

Nebraska South District LWML 39th Biennial Convention. Throughout this last year of planning we 

have prayed God would bless our decisions, preparations, and all who would eventually attend 

convention and benefit from our time together. What 

an exciting gift to see how He has done just that and 

more! 

 

As you can see, we have a full schedule ahead of us. 

Your host zones’ volunteers are willing and ready to 

help with any other questions or concerns.  Be 

prepared to share the joy our Savior gives with hugs, 

encouragement, and challenges to go home with a 

deeper commitment to “extend His kingdom.” 

 

We have made some changes to our convention 

format we hope you will appreciate. Voting will be 

held outside of the general session, allowing 

additional opportunities to share God’s Word and the 

work He is doing. More time will be given to visit 

exhibits. Seating will be “classroom style” (long 

tables facing the front), and open. Delegates will be 

able to sit with their societies. Friends and families 

will be able to sit together. We will be able to build 

on the bonds that connect us. Please be sure to give 

us your feedback on your evaluation form. 

 

Conventions do not plan themselves. God has 

provided talented and committed women to make up the Convention Committee. I give Him thanks 

and praise for each of them! 

 Cheryl Taft, Registrar   

Mary Nelson, Assistant Registrar  

Connie Barger, Treasurer  

Phyllis Bach, Secretary  

Debra Shields and Eilene Brott, Facilities/Food Co-Chairmen    

Doreen Mohr and Marcia Holtz Hospitality Co-Chairmen     

Darla Stubenrouch, Choir Coordinator   

Katy Gifford, District President      

Vickie Hegeholz, Advisor     

Margaret Dunn, Meeting Manager   

Cassandra Tomsen, Angie Moore, Sherry Burger, Manual 

 

Celebrate your time during convention as we grow together as Daughters of the King-Sisters in 

Christ!  

 

Jennifer Wolff, 2018 Convention Chairman 
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Office of the President 
Patti Ross 

 
June 2018 

Dear Women in Mission of the LWML Nebraska South District, 

I send my encouragement, love, and appreciation to all of you as you meet in convention. I am so 

pleased you have come together to engage with others in the activities of your convention. Your 

theme of “Daughters of the King – Sisters in Christ” is a wonderful way to focus on our relationship 

to each other as Lutheran Women in Mission and to our Heavenly Father as His children. I enjoyed 

my time with you at your 2016 convention. I pray your speakers, worship, and time together will be 

God-blessed! 

Your district under the leadership of President Katy Gifford has supported the plans and programs 

of the LWML. By sending delegates to the LWML convention in Albuquerque you chose new 

officers, 22 new mission grants to fund with your Mite Box offerings, and learned of new mission 

outreach possibilities from exhibitors and speakers. By the work of the Holy Spirit these preaching, 

teaching, and caring ministries spread the Gospel and love of Jesus Christ around the world. Add to 

that the grants and outreach activities of your district and the blessings continue to equip even more 

of God's people to share the Good News! 

Your engagement in LWML workshops, leader events, retreats, and conventions has equipped you 

for personal witnessing, serving, and growing in your faith walk. Your presence here today is a work 

of the Holy Spirit. Our organization remains strong because of your commitment to your Lord and 

your serving Him with gladness through your congregation groups, zones and districts. I urge you to 

prayerfully support your fellow Women in Mission. 

Come praise the Lord with 3000 of your LWML sisters in Mobile, Alabama! That's where our 38th 

Biennial Convention will take place June 20–23, 2019. The theme "In Praise to the Lord" will focus 

our events on praising the Lord, telling of His salvation and declaring His glory among the nations. 

Speakers, exhibits, song, and fellowship will equip and encourage you in your faith and your work 

for God's kingdom.  

The mission of the LWML is to assist each woman of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God 

so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

As we live out that mission we do all for the Glory of God. With His help, 

rejoicing in the assurance of His love and His redemption, we Enjoy our 

work as we Engage, Encourage, and Equip our Lutheran Women in 

Mission!   

Serving gladly with you,  
Patti,  
LWML President 2015–2019 
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Convention Day 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 

  

7:00-8:15 Convention Registration open, Exhibits & 

Displays open 

  

8:15 Group Singing Karen Reynolds 

 

  Our music leader is Karen Reynolds. She grew up a 

Nebraskan!  Grown from the farmland of central Nebraska, she 

carries the heart and values of a true mid-westerner.  Karen is a 

graduate of Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska with a 

specialty in inner city ministry through the CUTE program from 

Rockhurst College in Kansas City, MO.  She has served the church as 

an elementary, junior and senior high school teacher.  She has also 

served on the mission field as short-term missionary in both Russia 

and Africa and as a worship leader at King of Kings Lutheran Church 

in Omaha and Community of Grace in Elkhorn, Nebraska.  She 

currently lives in Elba, Nebraska.  Karen married a wonderful man, 

Don Reynolds in 1990 and to their union came one son, Mark-Andrew.  As a family, they supported 

the development of Christian fellowship and the reconciliation needed between people and between 

man and God.  To that end, worship and prayer and the living out of God’s Word is all important to 

their lives.  They are not ashamed of the Gospel because they have personally witnessed in their own 

lives and in the lives of others--God’s power at work to transform the human heart. 
 

8:30 Processional—Please rise & face the Processional Cross while it is brought to the stage.   

                             The names of the Board of Directors and our guests will be read. 

Board of Director & Special Guest Recognition 

 

   Past District Presidents 

Ruth Duensing   1942-1944 

Clara Holle    1944-1948 

Pauline Roehrkasse    1948-1952 

Viola Oberle   1952-1956 

Evelyn Lammel   1956-1960 

Lois Reed    1960-1964 

Louise Hahn   1964-1968 

Ruth Taylor    1968-1972 

Aletha Huebner   1972-1976 

Bernita Neujahr   1976-1980 

Betty Holtzen   1980-1984 

Judy Kahle   1984-1987 

Nancy Werth   1987-1992 

Linda Reiser   1992-1996 

Edna Moll   1996-2000 

Jan Beck   2000-2004 

Karen Christner   2004-2008 

Sharon Goertzen                     2008-2012 

Linda Fees   2012-2016 
 

 - Notes those deceased 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the confession and glad confidence that our Lord, as He says, gives not only 

bread and wine, but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sin (Matt. 26:28).  In joyful 

obedience to the clear teaching of our Lord Jesus those are invited to His table who trust His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.  They show forth His death until He 

comes.  Because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed together as a Body of believers, any 

who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of the The Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod and are as such unable to receive the Sacrament are invited to meditate on God’s Word during the distribution 

hymns and pray for the day when divisions will have ceased (1 Cor. 11:17-32). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Please no pictures during the worship service. 

 

 

OPENING COMMUNION SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN  “Serve the Lord with Gladness” #34 

 

INVOCATION The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

  

P  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

     C Amen. 

 

EXHORTATION  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 

sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

INTROIT  Psalm 133; antiphon Psalm 133:1  

Behold, how good and pleasant it is  

  when brothers dwell in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,  

  on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! 
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It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!  

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, life forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is  

  when brothers dwell in unity! 

 

KYRIE  

 
 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant 

us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING:  ZECHARIAH 9:9-12  

  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; righteous 

and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from 

Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my 

covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: LWML Convention Choir       “Sing Ye Joyfully” 
 

EPISTLE:  1 JOHN 3:1–5  

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason 

why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be 

has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And 

everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared to 

take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

  

 

  

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  MARK 3:31–35  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 

And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting 

around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” And he answered them, 

“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lutheran Women One And All” #16 

 

SERMON Rev. Rob Kuefner 

 

 

NICENE CREED  

C  I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

    and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 After each petition of the prayers, the following response is spoken: 
P    Lord, in Your mercy 

C    Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 2018-2020 District Mite Goal 

 



10 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Stand 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 

and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 

Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 

barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 

Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation 

that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 The pastor will speak a general dismissal following the Lord’s Supper 
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LWML Convention Choir                  “How Can I Keep From Singing” 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” #15 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “In Christ Alone” #23 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling” #6 

 

THE DISMISSAL  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart 

T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 

of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS  
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A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Shall Reign” #33 

 

LWML Convention Choir       “The Doxology” 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order Katy Gifford, President 

 LWML Nebraska South District President 

  

Lighting of the Convention Candle Sharon Herbst & Sara Gifford (Katy’s mom & daughter) 

 

Pledge of Allegiance Stephanie Simpson, YWR to Albuquerque 

               I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for             
               which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
 

Pledge to the Cross Megan Outhet, YWR to Albuquerque 

I pledge allegiance to the cross, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the faith for which it 
stands, one Savior, eternal, with mercy and grace for all.  Amen. 

  
LWML Pledge LWML NE South Past District Presidents 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption, 
we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have;  and in obedience to His call 
for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and 
whenever He has need of us.  We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our 
feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming 
love, our silver and our gold to extend His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every 
power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal 
fellowship with Him.  Amen. 

  

National Anthem Led by Karen Reynolds 
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FIRST MEETING 
 

  

Introduction of Guests Katy Gifford, President 

 
Reading of the Credentials Committee Denise Hummel, Recording Secretary 

 
    Delegates___  Zone Presidents___   Elected officers___    Past DPs___ 

 

                                 YWRs_____                   Total eligible to vote_____ 

 

Reading of the Convention Rules Ruth Probasco, Parliamentarian 
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Presentation of the Proposed Agenda Denise Hummel, Recording Secretary 

  
Committee Appointments Katy Gifford, President 

  

    
            Minutes Review      Marge Wollenberg 
         Margaret Morris 
         Heather Dahl 
 
 
 Tellers for Officers (Zone Presidents)    Phyllis Bach (McCook Zone) 
         Carlyn Koenig (Beatrice Zone) 
         Carolyn Meyer (Deshler Zone) 
         Linda Potter (Hastings Zone) 
         Ann Bosshamer (Kearney Zone) 
         Colleen Classen (York Zone) 
 
 
 Tellers for Mission Grants (Zone Presidents)   Jeanne Krutz (Lincoln Zone) 
         Connie Rowland (Falls City Zone) 
         Marilyn Bader (Grand Island Zone) 
         Jennifer Wolff (Holdrege Zone) 
                                                                                   Diana Armknecht (Ogallala Zone) 
         Deanna Dowding (Seward Zone) 
 
 
             Tellers for YWR Mission Grant    Brianne Stahlecker and Rebecca Mau 
 
 
 

Financial Officers Report Vicky Van Velson, Financial Secretary 

Yvonne Lunney, Treasurer 
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Financial Audit Report  Denise Hummel, Recording Secretary 

 

Nominating Committee Report Pat Moss, Nominating Committee Chairman 

Introduction of Candidates  Katy Gifford, President 
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Candidates for Vice President of Christian Life: 

  

Carol Spiehs 
Grand Island Zone  

Zion, St. Libory (Worms)  
 
Local:  Current society president, past Treasurer and Human 

Care; assistant Sunday school superintendent, assist with offering 

counting and recording 

Zone: Current Co-chairman Christian Life; past Treasurer 

District: Attended District conventions 

Community Activities: Zion (Worms) delegate for Heartland 

Lutheran; platelet and blood donor 

Employment/Education interests: Principal Financial Group 

(32 years) 

LWML Mission Vision: To support and encourage women to be in the Word and use their 

individual gifts in missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicky Van Velson 
Ogallala Zone 

Beautiful Savior, North Platte   
 

Local: LWML President, President-Elect, Secretary (current), 

appointed offices, choir member, past Praise Team member 

Zone: President, President-Elect, Assistant Leader Development 

(current), Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, Board member, 

appointed offices 

District: Financial Secretary, Special Gifts Committee, 

Treasurer, Nominating Committee, convention committee, 

retreat committee 

National: Attended 3 national conventions (once as delegate) 

Community Activities: LCEF Nebraska Committee member, past member of Heartland Singers, 

performed in stage productions at the community playhouse 

Employment/Education interests: Administrative Assistant at Van Velson Law Office 

LWML Mission Vision: The LWML offers the women of the LCMS the opportunity to accomplish 

what God has set out for them to do 

 

 

 
 

2018-2022 OFFICER NOMINEES  
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Shawn Burkhardt 
Grand Island Zone 

Christ, St. Paul  
 

Local: Active in LWML, past society Treasurer, Fellowship board 

member, helped with VBS, past Education Board member 

Zone: Historian (current Grand Island), attended rallies and 

workshops 

District: Attended District retreats and conventions 

National: Attended two national conventions, served as delegate for 

one 

Community Activities: Local food pantry volunteer 

Employment: Howard County Deputy County Clerk 

LWML Mission Vision: My LWML mission vision is to use the gifts God has given me to serve 

others. 

  

  

 

 

Cassandra Tomsen  

Hastings Zone 
St. Paul, Minden 
 

Local: Organist (29 years), Sunday school music director, Sunday 

school & VBS leader, past LWML Secretary and Circle Chairwoman 

Zone: Secretary, speaker, and comedic interrupter. 

District: VP of Communication, Special Gifts Chairman, Webmaster, 

“The Echo” distributor, Bus Coordinator to Des Moines, compiled the 

convention manual since 2012, assist with the printing and assembling 

of the retreat manuals; Audio/Visual volunteer at conventions 

National: Attended national conventions in Tampa (as a district YWR), 

Peoria, and Des Moines. I was humbled to be the Nebraska South Unsung Hero at 2015 Des Moines 

convention. 

Community Activities: Kearney County Ag Society (fair board) Secretary/Treasurer, Minden 

Community Players Treasurer, Minden Chamber of Commerce volunteer and past president, Minden 

Booster Club, Minden Rotary Club member and past president 

Employment: Bank Information Technology Officer and Securities Manager 

LWML Mission Vision: As a mother with children ranging in ages from 17-2, I want to see the 

LWML be more available and accommodating for ALL women. I truly believe every woman longs 

for and needs the peace only our Lord can provide. I desire to see the LWML help fill that void. 
 
 
 
 

Candidates for Vice President of Communication: 
 
 

2018-2022 OFFICER NOMINEES continued 
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Candidates for Vice President of Human Care: 
 

Debbie Rasberry  

Hastings Zone 
St. Paul, Kenesaw  
 

Local: LWML President and Vice President, delegate to District 

convention, volunteer church, secretary, member of Board of 

Evangelism/Stewardship and adult Bible class 

Zone: LWML President and Vice-President. Attended most rallies and 

workshops. Delegate to District Convention 

District: 2014 Convention Committee member, zone convention 

delegate, attended conventions, retreats and workshops 

National: First-time attendee to 2007 National Convention (Sioux Falls) and have attended every 

convention since, zone delegate to 2011 National Convention (Peoria) 

Community Activities: Kenesaw for Crossroads committee 

Employment/Education: BS nursing from UNMC at Kearney, RN at ophthalmology clinic and 

Hastings Laser & Eye Surgery Clinic 

LWML Mission Vision: We are the body of Christ made in His image. We, the women of the 

LWML, are to be His eyes, ears, hands and feet, to use our God-given gifts, talents and resources in 

His service to be a blessing to our neighbors. 

 

  

 

 

Randi Warneke  
Hastings Zone 

Zion, Hastings  
 
Local: 2017 LWML President and past Secretary/Treasurer, Sunday 

school teacher, VBS director/teacher, Youth group leader, Altar Guild 

Zone: LWML Hastings and McCook Zones Secretary, attended rallies 

and workshops 

District: Attended District conventions 

Employment/Education: Licensed Social Worker, employed with 

Grand Island Veterans Administration; BA from Concordia University-Seward and Masters of 

Social Work from California State University-Long Beach 

LWML Mission Vision: To come along side women of all ages as we have opportunity to hear 

God's precious message of love and forgiveness. Then work alongside women of all ages to "serve 

the Lord with gladness." 
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Candidates for Financial Secretary: 
 

Marilyn Bader 

Grand Island Zone  
Zion, St. Libory (Worms)  
 
Local: church organist (60 years); chairman of Zion’s 125th Anniversary, Bible 

study leader, Altar Guild, Banner Committee; LWML President, Secretary, 

Christian Growth chairman, historian, and instrumental in organizing our society 

Zone: President (4 times), Vice President, Mission Service Chairman, facilitator 

for Effective Society Planning, facilitator for You Are God’s Gift 

District: VP of Christian Life, Retreat Coordinator, Human Care Committee 

Chairman, VP for Mission Education, “The Echo” editor, Nominating Committee, Committee for the Blind 

and Visually Impaired; bus activity leader to three national LWML conventions 

National: Attended Assembly of Leaders and 11 conventions, helped at two ingatherings 

Community Activities: Public speaking on “Angels,” past treasurer on consortium for the HIS Ministry at 

Cristo Cordero de Dios in Grand Island, Farmers Union member, help sort and pack clothes for Orphan Grain 

Train 

Employment/Education/Interests: Helped with irrigating, windrowing, and working cattle on the farm; kept 

our farm operation books (45 years), nursing home activity director (8 years); taught school (8 years, 3 years 

in a Lutheran school), helped church financial secretary (15 years). Attended St. John’s College, Winfield, 

KS; BS degree in education from Concordia Teachers College-Seward, post graduate work at UNL. Interests 

include attending Bible studies; my six grandchildren and attending the activities of the school-age ones; my 

four great-grandchildren; music; writing Bible studies; photography; public speaking; and LWML is a love of 

my life. 

LWML Mission Vision: My vision for the LWML is that every woman, young and old, of the LCMS would 

be made aware of the LWML mission and make it a part of her personal life. This would include Bible study 

either in a group or individually, prayer chain/partner, contributing mites, attending LWML retreats, 

conventions, or special seminars, reaching out to those in need and most of all being prepared to share the 

Good News and the love of God to all with whom they come in contact. 

 

  

MaryBeth Sanchez  

Ogallala Zone 
St. John, Brule   
 

Local: LWML President, Altar Guild, organist, decorating chairman, 

choir 

Zone: past Treasurer 

Community Activities: Lions Club cook, Adoptive Grandparent 

(South Platte High School) 

Employment: Retired as manager of event center 

LWML Mission Vision: Through faith and love to serve with 

gladness with my heart, hands and voice to those in need. 
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Candidates for Pastoral Counselor: 
 
 

Rev. Michael Neidow 

York Zone 
Emmanuel, York     
 

Congregations Served: St. Paul, Fulton, MO; Messiah, 

Lincoln; Emmanuel, York 

Seminary: St. Louis, 1984 Graduate 

Zone: Zone Counselor (Columbia, MO) 

District: District Counselor (Nebraska South), Youth Board, 

Nebraska District Scholarship Committee 

Community Activities: Meals on Wheels; Ministerial Alliance of York member and chairman 

LWML Mission Vision: To glorify God by sharing Jesus in word and actions throughout the world, 

being His instruments, so that many may believe and be saved. 

  

  

Rev. Keith B. Wellman 
McCook Zone 

St. Paul, Wauneta  
 

Congregations Served: Bethlehem/Grace, Milbank/Wilmot, SD; Grace, 

Lexington, MO; 

Our Savior/Grace, Bingen/Klickitat, WA; 

St. Paul, Wauneta 

Seminary: St. Louis, 1974 Graduate 

Zone: Concordia, MO Zone Counselor; Mid-Columbia, OR Zone 

Counselor; McCook Zone Counselor 

District: Circuit Visitor, Synodical pastoral delegate nine times 

Community Activities: Mercy Meals in SW, NE; Rails to Trails in Washington 

LWML Mission Vision: Full support 
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Candidates for Nominating Committee: (vote for three) 

 

JoAnn Bradley 
Ogallala Zone 

St. Paul, Ogallala   
Local: LWML President, VP Christian Life, Secretary 

Zone: Zone President (PSD), Secretary, Christian Life 

District: President, VP of Christian Life, Nominating Committee (all in PSD) 

National: Christian Life Resources Committee 

Community Activities: Science Fair judge, Quilt Guild Executive Committee 

Employment: 30 years as Lutheran teacher, Alteration business for 8 years, Early 

Childhood Certificate 

LWML Mission Vision: We are all called to mission ministry. Each member needs 

to explore and experience their spiritual gifts. Mission life is everywhere. I pray that 

God uses me to help each woman grow in and use their gifts.  

  

Linda Fees  

Kearney Zone 
Grace, Sumner  
Local: President, Treasurer, Human Care; Sunday school teacher and 

superintendent, Confirmation teacher, church organist 

Zone: President, Treasurer, VP of Human Care 

District: President, Convention Committee Chairman, VP of Human Care, 

Assembly of Leaders presenter, Special Gifts Chairman 

National: Nominating Committee, Board of Directors, Mission Servants Committee 

Chairman, attended 11 national conventions, Human Care Committee 

Community Activities: 4-H leader, platelet donor 

Employment/Education: Farmer/rancher, substitute teacher; Education from Concordia University-Seward 

LWML Mission Vision: My vision for the LWML (and for me personally) is to serve the Lord with gladness 

as servant leaders and missionaries in our homes, local neighborhoods and global communities. 

  

Anita Harms  
Deshler Zone 
St. Peter, Deshler   
Local:  LWML President, Vice President, Secretary, Christian Life; church organist, 

choir, Bible study, Antioch Committee, Survey Committee, 125th Church 

Anniversary Committee, LCEF Advocate 

Zone: President, Vice President, Christian Life, Leader Development, delegate to 

National convention (Ames) 

District: Human Care VP, Christian Life VP (half term) Nominating Committee, 

Convention Chairman, attended District conventions and retreats, Assembly of 

Leaders presenter at zone and District meetings 

National: Attended Omaha, Ames, Oklahoma City, Sioux Falls, Des Moines and Albuquerque conventions; 

attended Assembly of Leaders 

Community Activities: Play piano for hymn singing at Parkview Haven Nursing Home and Meadowlark 

Heights Assisted Living twice a month, Deshler School District Foundation Board secretary (current) and 

Board member (12 years) 

Employment: Retired Special Ed para and substitute for Deshler Public School, Delta Kappa Gamma 

education organization member, Haiti Lutheran Mission Society (USA) Board of Directors secretary 

LWML Mission Vision: That every woman in our church, community and world would know Christ's love 

and salvation and would in turn show that same love to all people. 

2018-2020 OFFICER NOMINEES 
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Candidates for Nominating Committee continued: (vote for three) 

 
Vickie Hegeholz  
Seward Zone  
Our Redeemer, Staplehurst   
Local: Church Financial Secretary, Sunday school and VBS teacher, Youth Group helper; VBS 

ceramic nativity craft leader (22 years), past Our Redeemer School volleyball coach, librarian and 

organized concessions for ball games. School Auxiliary member, president, treasurer and annual 

soup supper chairman. LWML Treasurer, VP Human Care and President; LWML Lenten Supper 

and LWML Sunday Brunch chair. As Human Care organized projects to assemble hygiene and 

school kits, to make tie blankets and Confirmation banners; Society delegate for District 

Convention. 

Zone: Secretary, Human Care Committee, President (four years) and delegate to Des Moines 

Convention; currently First Vice President (working on Zone By-laws) 

District: Seward Zone delegate to 2014 and 2016 District conventions; Chairman of 2016 District 

Convention, currently registrar for joint North/South 2018 Seek and Serve Day.  

National: attended Des Moines and Albuquerque conventions; delegate at Des Moines conv. as Seward Zone President. 

Community Activities: Staplehurst Ball Committee Treasurer (1980’s), helped coach softball; past member of Staplehurst 

Community Club, helped organize Thrivent benefits; support and help local church/school projects for community outreach. 

Employment: Tenneco Automotive-Seward (1975-1991); took time off to raise our daughter and son. When children were in school, 

helped on the farm during spring planting and fall harvest. Currently at Memorial Health Care System–Seward Hospital (billing 

department). 

LWML Mission Vision: It all begins with building relationships with the women in our pews. One thing I love about the LWML is 

there are so many ways to use our God-given talents. Through Bible studies, mission projects and the mites we save for missions. It's 

wonderful to hear from missionaries as they tell their stories of how they reach people all around the world. So let’s all encourage and 

find ways to get the women in our pews to join us so they too can “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” 

  

Doreen Mohr  

McCook Zone 
Zion, Imperial 
Local: LWML President, choir, bell choir, accompanist 

Zone: President, VP of Christian Life. Secretary 

District: Retreat Committee member and Co-Chairman, delegate 

National: Delegate 

Employment: Retired. 

LWML Mission Vision: Encourage young women to be a part of this awesome 

organization. 

  

   

Jennifer Wolff  

Holdrege Zone 
Our Redeemer, Elwood 

Local: LWML Secretary (Kansas) and Treasurer (Nebraska); Worship Committee, 

Education Committee, Midweek and VBS teacher, women’s Bible study leader. 

Zone: President, President-elect 

District: 2018 Convention Chairman (Nebraska South); Mission Projects 

Committee Chair, VP Mission Projects and Planner (Kansas). 

National: MMV (Mission Ministry Vision) consultant. 

Community Activities: Teammates Board member. 

Employment: Director/Teacher Little Lambs Preschool (currently); past Special 

Education teacher, middle school history teacher. 

LWML Mission Vision: LWML supports each LCMS woman in her relationships with our God through His 

Word, fellowship and opportunities for service as we work together to extend His kingdom. 
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Proposed 2018-2020 Mission Grant Goal Eileen Zentner, VP of Gospel Outreach 

   Resolution #1-18 
WHEREAS, the Lord has abundantly blessed the efforts of The Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League of the Nebraska South District of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod;  
and WHEREAS, the 2016-2018 Mission Grant Goal of $105,000 was not met during the 
biennium, by God’s grace and blessing, this organization has met its 2016-2018 Mission 
Grant Goal of $105,000; 
BE IT RESOLVED:  that a mission goal of $105,000 be adopted for the 2018-2020 biennium. 

 

Adoption of Mission Grant Goal Vicky Van Velson, Financial Secretary 

  

Mission Grant Presentation Eileen Zentner, VP of Gospel Outreach 

2018-2020 MISSION GRANT BALLOT – VOTE FOR 10  
 

1._____Haitian Feeding Program/Trinity HOPE   $3,000      The purpose of Trinity HOPE is to feed the 
children, teachers and cooks in Lutheran schools in Haiti. The noon meal increases the students’ attention 
spans and enhances their ability to learn. The students see the food as a powerful witness of Christ’s love 
and evidence to the truth of the Good News being shared with them daily. The grant would provide a noon 
meal for 65 souls for an entire year. 
 
2._____Orphan Grain Train Shipment to the Baltics  $10,000   Orphan Grain Train makes annual shipments 
to  orphanages and churches in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The items shipped include clothing for men, 
women and children, underwear, diapers, quilts, blankets, hygiene kits, school supplies, and bikes. OGT also 
sends hospital beds, handicap items and other items specifically requested. The grant would help with the 
cost of shipping these items. 
 
3._____Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates with God’s Love /Lutheran Braille Workers  $5,000    LBW 
receives letters weekly from inmates asking for large print Bibles.  It has been found that inmates reported 
vision disabilities at a rate of about 4 times that of the general population. The purpose of this project is to 
bring God’s Word in specialized large print, free of charge, to visually impaired people who are incarcerated. 
  
4._____Seminary Education for New Pastors in South Sudan/Lutheran Heritage Foundation  $7,500     
There  is exciting growth  in the Lutheran Church in South Sudan/Sudan, but that brings the challenge of 
training enough pastors for these congregations. These men serve their congregations by baptizing, serving 
Holy Communion, and teaching catechism classes. They will also serve in the future as translators for 
Lutheran books in the Sundanese language. The grant would cover the room and board for 30 students for 
one 4-6 weeks course.  
 
5._____Church Worker Student Scholarships  $33,000      This grant would support future pastors, teachers, 
musician, DCEs and deaconesses. These future church workers, attending one of our synodical colleges or 
seminaries often graduate with large amounts of debt. This grant aims to provide scholarships to help 
alleviate this financial burden as these students study for service in the Church. Students would receive 
$1,000 per year. 
 
6._____ On-Campus Outreach Events/Living H2O Lutheran Campus Ministry  $1,076   There are 
approximately 85,000 college age students in the post-secondary institutions in Omaha. Over 1/2 of them 
do not have a relationship with Jesus. Living H2O Lutheran Campus Ministry’s vision is “so that every college 
student in Omaha knows at least one confessing Christian.” The grant would be used to help pay for cookies 
and coffee at events on campus to provide opportunities for conversations with students in on-campus 
settings. 
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2018-2020 MISSION GRANT BALLOT (continued) 
 
7._____Ogallala MOPS-Mothers of Preschoolers  $5,000    Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)  is a proven 
program that introduce moms to other moms but also introduce moms to Jesus.  Ogallala MOPS is the first 
MOPS program in Lutheran churches in Nebraska.   In the MOPS program, Bible studies for children and 
Moms are given. Art, games, and fellowship activities draw attention to Jesus and what He is doing for the 
unchurched families of St. Paul’s preschool. The grant would help pay for the MOPS membership for the 
church and other registrations. 
 
8._____Honduras Lutheran Mission Support  $11,100    Trinity, Auburn has worked to develop a missionary 
presence in Honduras. Tulio Meza (brother of a Trinity member) is a licensed deacon and is serving a 
congregation in Comayaguela. He has a wonderful rapport with the youth and children in the neighborhood. 
He works with them and adults in the area to prepare for baptism and confirmation. A rented building has 
been converted into a worship facility. This grant would fund Tulio’s pay and building rent for a year. 
 
9._____LCMS Missionary Support by Mission Central  $10,000      Missionaries who are called and sent by 
the LCMS must find their own funding. Mission Central receives requests from missionaries for financial 
assistance. Mission Central helps support missionaries by funding expenses such as: travel; health insurance; 
housing expenses; utilities; education for missionaries’ children; language training; and office expenses. 
Mission Central’s focus is “Telling more and more people about Jesus, so that there will be more people in 
our real home in heaven.” 
 
10.______Mercy Meals of Grand Island, NE  $10,000    Mercy Meals is a great opportunity for volunteers to 
show God’s love in packing food ingredients to be distributed to the less fortunate with an emphasis on 
malnourished children. This grant would fund packaging 90,000 meals. About 20,000 of the meals will be 
used in the area food pantries for school backpack programs as well as the Salvation Army. Other meals are 
shipped by Orphan Grain to Africa and the Philippines. 
 
11._____Lutherans for Life/Post Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion  $7,500   Each month, approximately 
300 people call or email “Word of Hope” a nationwide, professionally staffed crisis hotline that addresses 
post-abortion issues. The staff give counsel according to the Lutheran doctrine which brings with it 
forgiveness and grace that are received by faith alone and not faith plus works. The purpose of the grant is 
to help extend “Word of Hope” through expanding the hours of the program director and to promote the 
hotline in the Nebraska South District. 
 
12._____Nebraska Wives of Pastors Retreats  $8,000     The Nebraska District recognizes the unique needs 
of the pastor’s wife and the important roles she plays in the life of the congregation. The district has formed 
a Pastors’ Wives Care Team which has identified needs and developed activities that connect these wives 
and foster relationships among them.  They gather for a weekend of encouragement, refreshment and 
renewal from time spent in God’s Word. The grant would provide resources to allow the retreats to provide 
encouragement, care, and support.  
 
13._____Support of Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate Students $10,000   International 
graduate students at the seminary earn their advanced-level theological degrees and return to their home 
countries to serve as seminary professors and church leaders. They have a considerable impact on 
expanding the global proclamation of Christ’s love. The graduate students and their home countries’ church 
bodies do not have nearly enough resources to fund the cost of advanced educations.  This grant would 
support these students to form them for their important future roles. 
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2018-2020 MISSION GRANT BALLOT (continued) 
 
14._____His Kids/Camp Luther   $10,000     Camp Luther provides a safe Christ-centered camp for people 
with special needs through two spring and two fall retreats; and through four weeks of summer camp. Each 
camper is paired with a volunteer buddy to help them make the most of their camping experience. In 2018 
they hope to serve more campers but will need to invest in recruiting, training, and retraining volunteers. 
This grant would be used for tuition reduction scholarships, crafts and supplies and volunteer training.  
 
15._____Lutheran Family Services/At Ease $10,000     LFS takes seriously Christ’s call to join Him in healing 
ministry, including programs for active military, veterans and their loved ones. The At Ease program was 
founded to meet the needs of the growing number of veterans returning from multiple deployments in Iraq 
and Afghanistan as they reintegrate into civilian life. It helps them gain access to mental health therapy and 
community resources.  
 
16._____Operation Barnabas for Comfort Dog Congregations  $3,000     LCMS Ministry to the Armed 
Services has partnered with Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) in their Kare-9 Military Ministry program. The 
grant will allow this LCMS ministry to bring training to LCC congregations to allow them to expand their 
reach to military families, and by God’s grace, bring them into the Church. This project will provide specialize 
materials and training focusing on veterans for the handlers for an LLC Comfort Dog. 
 
17._____Worker Wellness for Chaplain Families  $3,000     There is a rising need of wellness training and 
support to our LCMS chaplains and wives teaching them to care for themselves and their families so that 
they can better care for those they serve. This grant would help expand the existing program to include 
chaplains’ wives by providing airfare and a daily per diem in order to make attendance affordable to Worker 
Wellness Retreats.  
 
18._____Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips  $3,000     LCMS Mercy Medical Teams bring 
urgently needed medical and/or spiritual care to underserved countries around the world. When possible, 
each team is accompanied by an LCMS pastor who is valuable in terms of evangelism, but also for the 
spiritual care of volunteers. Each trip requires a $3,500-$5,000 commitment by a pastor. This grant would 
ease the financial burden for pastors who have the heart to serve as a chaplain on medical mission trips 
 
 

YOUNG WOMEN REPRESENTATIVES GRANT BALLOT – VOTE FOR 1 
 
Young Women Representatives 
 
1._____Trinity Cookers Easy as 1-2-3   $2,000       As part of their Outreach Ministry Project, a group of 
ladies from Trinity Lutheran Church in Lexington is working to teach mothers in their multi-cultural 
community to use crock pots to provide hot nutritious meals for their children. The cooking classes are an 
act of caring and a way to establish relationships that allow the possibility of sharing the love of Christ. The 
grant will be used to purchase cooking equipment and supplies to be given to the mothers who participate 
in the classes. 
 
2._____Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool and Outreach/Snacks  $2,790    This mission project would 
provide snacks to the children who attend the preschool and the weekly Kidz Bible Adventure Hour (KBAH) 
in Winebago, NE. It is important to provide nutritious snacks so the children can be given wholesome food 
to supplement their sometimes inadequate diets. The students in the preschool and after school KBAH hear 
about the love of God and are God’s messengers and demonstrate their faith to others. 
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Recommended Bylaw Changes  Maydelle Messerschmidt, Structure 

Committee Chairman 

Nebraska South District Bylaws Changes 
 

Proposed Amendment 
Rationale: To allow for LWML Pastoral Counselors from Nebraska South District to be 
Pastoral Counselors more than once but not to be able to hold the position consecutive terms.  
This will also align the election terms with that of the LWML Nebraska South District officers. 
 
ARTICLE XI – Pastoral Counselors 
Section 1 
Existing bylaws read: 
Section 1  
 The Pastoral Counselors shall be two (2) pastors of the LCMS who are serving in the 
parish ministry within the LWML District, and who have served as zone Pastoral 
Counselors.  They shall serve a term of four (4) years and be ineligible for reelection.  One 
(1) counselor shall be elected at each convention. 
 
 
Proposed amendment:  
Section 1 
 Strike and be ineligible for reelection. and insert shall not be eligible to be re-elected for 
one (1) term of four (4) years as district Pastoral Counselor. 
If adopted will read: 
Section 1 

The Pastoral Counselors shall be two (2) pastors of the LCMS who are serving in the parish 
ministry within the LWML District, and who have served as zone Pastoral Counselors.  They 
shall serve a term of four (4) years and shall not be eligible to be re-elected for one (1) term 
of four (4) years as district Pastoral Counselor.  One (1) counselor shall be elected at each 
convention. 
   

Introduce Keynote Speaker Carolyn Nelson, VP of Christian Life 

  

Keynote Speaker Katie Schuermann 
  

Katie Schuermann’s “earthy and joyful” voice is as refreshing and 
invigorating as the Midwestern sunshine in which she was raised. 
Writing in vignettes which so perfectly suit the charm of small-town 
life, Schuermann’s words call to mind the warmth and realism of 
Montgomery’s Avonlea and Herriot’s Yorkshire countryside. 

Always leaning toward the arts, Schuermann earned graduate 
degrees in music. Her professional experiences are as varied and 
eclectic as any writer’s, ranging from walking beans to singing with a 
Baroque orchestra to directing children’s musical theater camps. No 
doubt, her cornfield roots and curriculum vitae factor heavily in her 

stories, but it is Schuermann’s confession of faith in the Triune God that readers have come 
to expect and trust in her writing. 
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Credentials Report Denise Hummel, Recording Secretary 

 

 
       Delegates____    Zone Presidents____   Elected officers____   Past DPs_____ 

 

                       YWRs_____               Total eligible to vote_______ 

 

  

Voting Directions and Announcements  
 

 
Prayer before balloting before lunch Eileen Zentner, VP of Gospel Outreach 

Pat Moss, Nominating Committee Chairman 

  

Balloting for Mission Grants To be completed by voting members in 

assigned location while other attendees begin 

with lunch. 

  

12:00-1:15 p.m. Lunch Recess, Exhibits and Displays Open 

  
1:15 p.m. Group singing with Karen Reynolds 

 

SECOND MEETING (1:30) 
 

  
Prayer after lunch Janet Drake, VP of Human Care 

  
National Representative Presentation Kaye Wolff, LWML Vice President of Special 

Focus Ministries 

 

Kaye Wolff, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries  
___________________________________________________________  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
Kaye Wolff, Vice President of Special Focus Ministries loves 

serving the Lord and His people through her involvement in the 
LWML! Everywhere she goes, whether to meetings, rallies, or 
conventions, she reconnects with familiar faces and meets new 
people and gets lots of hugs.  
Her vision for the LWML includes educating and encouraging 
young women to become more involved in the LWML where they 
grow together in the Word and in service. She oversees the 
Committee on Young Women and is excited about refreshing the 
Teen LWML program. Kaye would love to see three and four 
generations of women attending conventions together. Mentored 
by her aunt, Dr. Iri L. Skinner who was the first woman of color to 
serve on the ILWML Executive Committee, Kaye clearly shares 
her aunt’s love for the Lord, for His people, and for getting people 
involved in His Kingdom work.  
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As a child, Kaye asked her mother for her own mite box. She attended society meetings with her 
mother but did not completely grasp the depth of the LWML. Kaye went on to serve as her society 
President and Treasurer and is the current Co-Chair. On the national level she served as a member 
of the Mission Grants Committee and chaired both the Gospel Outreach Committee and the HOPE 
Committee before being elected Vice President of Special Focus Ministries at the 2015 convention 
in Des Moines. She also serves as the Michigan District LWML Leader Development Coordinator.  
Married to Reverend Paul A. Wolff, who Kaye describes as the love of her life, they worship at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Dearborn, Michigan, where Reverend Wolff serves as the assistant 
pastor. They have three grown children, four granddaughters, and all live within fifteen miles of one 
another.  
 

Kaye also works with the LCMS Black and Ethnic Ministries, and the Multiethnic Symposium 
Committee of Concordia Seminary St. Louis. She served as the Unit Production Manager in making 
the LCMS movie The First Rosa.  
 

In her spare time, Kaye likes playing the piano and organ, trying new things to cook without using a 
recipe, and visiting nursing home residents.  
 

Kaye cites 1 Peter 4:10 as her favorite Bible verse. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. Kaye exemplifies this verse in all she does for our 
Lord and for the LWML. 
 

  

Bible Study President Brian Friedrich, Concordia 

University-Nebraska 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering #2: Mission Central -- Jerald and Patty Lawson and 
Family, Missionaries to Russia 
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LLL Greetings Dennis Wacker, Nebraska District Lutheran 

Laymen’s League President 

  

LWML NE North Greetings Lisa Stirtz, LWML Nebraska North District President 

  

LCMS Foundation Craig Stirtz, LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor 

  

Introduction of Mission Speaker Gretchen Gebhardt, Publications Committee 

  

Mission Speaker Pastor Brent Smith, Mission Central 

 

         The Rev. Dr. Brent Smith started serving Nov. 1, 2016 as mission 

development counselor at Mission Central (www.missioncentral.us). In 

this role, Smith serves alongside “Old Missionary Gary” Thies. Mission 

Central was launched in 1994 to help support missionaries and mission 

projects around the world. As mission development counselor, Smith 

works to inform congregations and their members of the LCMS national 

and international mission work, while also connecting people with 

opportunities to support missionaries and projects with prayer, 

encouragement and voluntary giving. In addition, he advocates for regional 

mission opportunities spearheaded or coordinated by their respective LCMS districts. “Truly the 

Lord continues to grow His kingdom through the missionaries and mission projects of the LCMS and 

its partners nationally and internationally,” Smith said. “It is an honor to come alongside missionary 

Gary Thies at Mission Central to work together in this multi-generational mission effort to proclaim 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Jesus is the best generosity strategist ever, and I’m 

humbled to have this opportunity to serve in His mission.” 

 

Brent, Jennie, Zachary (17), Katelyn (15), and Sophia (12) are based in Omaha, Neb. — a 

location that will allow him both to welcome missionaries traveling to Mission Central and deploy 

nationally at the invitation of individuals and congregations.  After growing up on a farm outside 

Imperial, Nebraska, and working in public accounting, Smith has served in various positions in the 

church since 1995, when he was sent to work as business manager in Central Asia (1995-97). He 

later spent six years as an evangelistic missionary in Russia before being called to an executive staff 

role of regional director for the Eurasia region based in Germany (2006-2013). His Doctorate degree 

focused on strategies for working as Christians in Muslim-majority contexts. Most recently, he 

served three years based near Washington D.C. in the LCMS Southeastern District as executive 

director for mission development (2013-2016).    
 

 

Break/Basket Auction Closes 

 

  

Albuquerque YWR Presentation Stephanie Simpson and Megan Outhet 

 

 

 

Introduction of YWRs and Teens Brianne Stahlecker 
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Invitation to 2019 National Convention YWRs and Teens 

(Mobile, Alabama)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to 2019 District Retreat 

 

2019 Retreat Committee 

 September 6-7, 2019 

Camp Covenant Cedars 

Hordville, NE 

 

Invitation to 2020 District Convention Carolyn Meyer (Deshler Zone) 

Marilyn Bader (Grand Island Zone) 

 Linda Potter (Hastings Zone) 

 Colleen Classen (York Zone) 

  

 

Election Report Phyllis Bach, Chairman of Tellers for Elections 

  
Vice President of Christian Life:   

Carol Spiehs # of votes: _____________ 

Vicky Van Velson # of votes: _____________ 

Vice President of Communication:  
Shawn Burkhardt # of votes: _____________ 

Cassandra Tomsen # of votes: _____________ 

Vice President of Human Care:  

Debbie Rasberry # of votes: _____________ 

Randi Warneke # of votes: _____________ 

Financial Secretary:   
Marilyn Bader # of votes: _____________ 

MaryBeth Sanchez # of votes: _____________ 

Nominating Committee:   
JoAnn Bradley # of votes: _____________ 

Linda Fees # of votes: _____________ 

Anita Harms # of votes: _____________ 

Vickie Hegeholz # of votes: _____________ 

Doreen Mohr # of votes: _____________ 

Jennifer Wolff # of votes: _____________ 

  

A bus has been reserved for the Mobile 
Convention.  Watch “The Echo” and 
www.lwmlnesouth.org for details! 

http://www.lwmlnesouth.org/
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Pastoral Counselor:  

Rev. Michael Neidow # of votes: _____________ 

Rev. Keith Wellman # of votes: _____________ 

  
Mission Grant Report Jeanne Krutz, Chairman of Tellers for Mission Grants 

  

#1. Haitian Feeding/Trinity HOPE  $3,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#2. OGT shipment to Baltics  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#3. Lutheran Braille Workers  $5,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#4. Seminary Ed-South Sudan  $7,500 # of votes: _____________ 

#5. Church Workers Scholarship $33,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#6. Living H2O Lutheran Campus  $1,076 # of votes: _____________ 

#7. MOPS $5,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#8. Honduras Lutheran Mission  $11,100 # of votes: _____________ 

#9. Mission Central  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#10. Mercy Meals of Grand Island  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#11. Lutherans For Life  $7,500 # of votes: _____________ 

#12. NE Wives of Pastors Retreat  $8,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#13. Concordia Semin. Inter. Grad  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#14. His Kids/Camp Luther  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#15. Lutheran Family Services  $10,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#16 Oper. Barnabas/Comfort Dog  $3,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#17. Worker Wellness Chaplain Families  $3,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#18. Chaplain Scholar. for Med Mission $3,000 # of votes: _____________ 

  

YWR MISSION:  

#1. Trinity Cookers Easy as 1-2-3    $2,000 # of votes: _____________ 

#2. Jesus Our Savior Luth Preschool $2,790 # of votes: _____________ 

  

  

Convention Attendance Report Denise Hummel, Recording Secretary 

  

Attendance_________ 

 

 

First Timers ________ 

Past District Presidents ________ 

Zone Presidents __________ 

Delegates ______________ 

Elected Officials __________ 

YWRs ________  

Teens _________ 

Pastors _____________ 

Members ____________ 

Guests _____________ 
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#1 Offering _________________  

  

#2 Offering _________________ 

2018-2020 District Mite Goal 
 
Mission Central  
Jerald and Patty Lawson and Family – Missionaries to Russia 

 

  
Gifts from the Heart Dedication Janet Drake, VP of Human Care 

 
Number of items collected: (list will also be posted on www.lwmlnesouth.org) 

 

Mercy/Health Kits: 

 

Underwear: 

 

Socks:  

 

Quilts: 

 

School Supplies: 

 

Shampoo/Conditioner: 

  

                                          GIFTS FROM THE HEART DEDICATION 

 

We begin our service of dedication in the name of our triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May He 

who provides us with blessings of food, shelter, family, and friends, fill us with a sense of caring for those to  

whom these gifts of love are being given. To Him who paid the ultimate price--His life on the cross--for us,  

we sing a song of praise to glorify His name. 

 

Join in singing: Praise, Love, Serve --to the tune of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Our God and Father, made the earth, 

And when we went astray, 

Our God, the Son, descended here 

To take our sins away. 

With His own blood He bought us. 

He broke the bonds of sin. 

Then God the Spirit came into 

Our hearts to dwell within. 

 

We dedicate these quilts for people in need in the host zones and for those served by the Orphan Grain Train. 

In 1 John 3:16-18 we read: This is how we know what love is; Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his 

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Little children, let us not love 

with word or with tongue but in deed and truth. 
 

Sing:  

In gratitude we pledge ourselves, 

To Him with all we have. 

Our hands will work; our voices sing; 

Our lips proclaim His love. 
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His errands we’ll do gladly; 

His Gospel we’ll defend 

Our silver and our gold we’ll use-- 

His Kingdom to extend. 

 

We dedicate these gifts: health kits, socks, and undies for the Orphan Grain Train and to be shared by the  

host zones for people in need in their area. 
 

We pledge ourselves to serve Him who loves and cares for all people. We share His love with many we 

do not see--but many who need to know His love. 
 

Sing:  

Wherever He has need of us, 

We will His call obey. 

Whenever He calls out to us. 

We’ll answer right away 

His will is ours that lost souls 

Will turn away from sin 

And come to have eternal life 

Through fellowship with Him. 
 

We dedicate these gifts of school kits for the Orphan Grain Train and all other in-gatherings to be 

shared by host zones for people in need in their area.  

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! 

 

 

Installation of Newly Elected Officers Rev. Brian Francik, Pastoral Counselor 

    

Convention Committee Introductions Jen Wolff, Convention Committee Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Jen Wolff, Convention Committee Chairman 

  

Extinguishing of Convention Candle Sara Gifford 

  

2018 Nebraska South District Convention Committee 
Back row from left to right: Eilene Brott, Ogallala Zone, 

Food/Facilities; Connie Barger, McCook Zone, Treasurer; 
Debra Shields, McCook Zone, Food/Facilities.  

Front row from left to right: Phyllis Bach, McCook Zone, 
Secretary; Jennifer Wolff, Holdrege Zone, Chairman; 

Cheryl Taft, Holdrege Zone, Registrar; Margaret Dunn, 
District Planner/Meeting Manager.  

Not pictured: Doreen Mohr, McCook Zone, Hospitality; 
Mary Nelson, Holdrege Zone, Assistant Registrar; Darla 
Stubenrouch, Ogallala Zone, Choir; and Marcia Holtz, 

Kearney Zone, Hospitality;  
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Closing Prayer/Dinner Prayer Newly elected Pastoral Counselor 

  

Adjournment of Convention Katy Gifford, President 

 

 

Thank you: 
 

Thank you to Lutheran Church Extension Fund for providing funding for our Keynote Speaker, 

Katie Schuermann.  What a blessing to partner with our brothers and sisters in Christ and 

learn more about His love for us.  LCEF, you are a blessing. 

 

The Kearney Visitor’s Bureau has given us a warm welcome this weekend.  We are thankful for 

their hospitality and assistance in holding this convention.  May God bless you as you welcome 

guests to your community. 
 

 

6:30 pm Banquet Begins 

  

Banquet Speaker Elaine Bickel—Child of God 

   

The author of numerous Concordia Publishing House curriculum 
materials for Sunday schools, Vacation Bible schools, and Lutheran 
day schools. She is also the author of three Bible study books 
- Living With Compulsive Behavior, Growing as a Christian Mother, 
and Roots and Wings: A Parent's Challenge.  Elaine ist he author of 
devotions and articles published in Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, 
Guideposts, and a variety of other publications.  She is a frequent 
humorous and inspirational speaker for banquets and retreats.  She 
is also an experienced youth and family life director.  Elaine is a 
trained coordinator for Rainbows for All God's Children, a support 
group for children who are experiencing loss due to death or 
divorce.  She was a recipient of the 1994 Saginaw News Crystal 
Apple Award for teaching excellence and is consistently listed in 

Who's Who Among America's Teachers.  She was interviewed by Phyllis Wallace on 
"Woman to Woman." 
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President 

Katy Gifford   
 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 

have.  But do this with gentleness and respect (I Peter 3:15). 

 

With God preparing the work in advance, I have been His workmanship by: 

Representing LWML Nebraska South District at: 

 LWML National Strategic Planning meeting October 2016. 

 LWML National Board of Directors Meetings  Winter 2017, 

Summer 2017, Winter 2018 

 LCMS Nebraska District Convention 

 2017 LLL Convention 

 Zone rallies - 6 in 2016 and 6 in 2017 

 LWML Nebraska North District Convention in June 2018 

 Attended the 2017 LWML Convention in Albuquerque, NM 

Completed business items, including: 

 Led the Executive Committee through four meetings including making agendas and 

reviewing minutes and summaries. 

 Led the Board of Directors through four meetings, two being zone training meetings, 

including making agendas and reviewing minutes and summaries. 

 Assisted in planning Dual District servant events with LWML Nebraska North District.  

2017: Pajama Party at Peace, Grand Island   

2018: Seek and Serve Day (Pillowcases and memory blankets) at Peace, Columbus. 

 Wrote articles for and edited each of the eight “The ECHO” newsletters that have been 

published (and now printed locally). 

 Organized district representatives for Fall Rallies in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

 Ordered items from the LWML Store/CPH. 

 Signed contracts for facilities and speakers for convention and retreats. 

 Communicated with all convention speakers regarding scheduling, transportation, and 

lodging. 

 Set the agenda for 2018 convention and communicated with all committees as needed. 

 Completed forms and reports as requested by the National LWML Office. 

 Signed vouchers to pay mission grants and other payments as needed so our treasurer can 

write checks. 

 Communiced with elected and appointed officers and board of director members as well as 

counterparts at national, zone, and society levels. 

 Coordinated the district prayer requests made known to me. 

 

Enabled women of the Nebraska LCMS District to “use their gifts in ministry to the people of the 

world.” 

 Filled 15 positions on the Board of Directors and assisted in filling Junior Pastoral Counselor 

position. 

 Appointed members to the 2018 Convention Planning Committee 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 
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(President’s Report continued) 
 

 Appointed members to the 2019 Retreat Planning Committee 

 Currently making plans to take a pastor, two women and myself to Assembly of Leaders in 

November 2018. 

Walked with the Lord by: 

 Asking the Lord to guide our executive committee members, members of the board of 

directors, our pastoral counselors, all of our members and their pastors and myself as we continue to 

serve the Lord with gladness. 

 Spent a year reading through the Bible and am currently using the Lutheran Service Book as 

my daily devotional guide.  I also had the opportunity to complete other Bible studies with friends 

on line and in my local society. 

 

 

Vice President of Christian Life  

Carolyn Nelson 

 

Christian Life Committee   

Karyn Backus, Chairman 

Pam Binfield, Committee Member  
 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness 

of joy (Psalm 16:11a). 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow… As I write my convention report and look back at the 

blessings God has given me the last 4 years as Vice President of Christian Life I am filled with joy 

from the love, grace and salvation that He has provided to me as I served Him in my position.  It has 

been an honor.  I have met so many wonderful Christian ladies and Pastors, I have grown in my 

faith, I have had many opportunities to share God’s love with others and my list goes on.  God has 

guided me all the way and has never let me down.  I wanted a job where I could travel and I have 

had the opportunity to travel through LWML. I love to share God’s love with others and what a 

blessing He provided me with as I served as the Vice President of Christian Life. 

My many thanks to the members of the Christian Life Committee and the Retreat Committee that I 

have had the honor to work with, you all are dedicated in serving the Lord, it has been a joy and my 

pleasure to serve with you.   

The Christian Life Committee continues to look at ways to bring Christian resources and training for 

you and your society so that you may share God’s love with the lady next to you in your pew at 

church and others that you meet.    

The Retreat Committee has a place already reserved for the retreat in 2019, the theme is set and it’s 

going to be awesome. 

During this past biennium I have:  

 Attended District Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings.  

 Attended the Board of Directors Retreat in York, September 22-23, 2017. 

 Served as Coordinator of Retreat Committee for 2017 and 2019.  Will continue to serve on 

the 2019 Committee as a member after convention. 

 Served as Coordinator of Christian Life Committee. 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 
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(Christian Life Report continued) 

 

 Assisted with the LWML store at the Retreat, the Prayer Pajama Party, and Executive 

and Board of Director meetings. 

 Presented training to Committee members.  

 Presented training to Zone Christian Life members at Board of Directors meetings.   

 Wrote articles for the Echo. 

 Made Nebraska shaped necklaces for National Convention participants. 

 Assisted with Beatrice Zone workshops presenting at break-out sessions:  

 “Vocations of Christian Women”.  Fall Rally October 21, 2017. 

 “Encouragement and Atonement Give My Life Balance”. Spring workshop April 7, 

2018. 

 Presented District Board Report at Beatrice Zone Fall Rally. October 21, 2017. 

I am so thankful for the opportunity to serve as Vice President of Christian Life. It has been a 

blessing and an honor. I pray for God’s blessings for the incoming Vice President of Christian Life, 

the Christian Life Committee and Retreat Committee as they assist Christian women to grow in their 

own Christian faith so that they may serve others through God.   

 And now a blessing for you: “May the God of hope fill you will all joy and peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  (Romans 15:13). 

 

Vice President of Communication  

Kathy Anderson  

 

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13).    

 

Being Vice President of Communication has been a glorious 4 years of serving 

the Lord.  One of the many goals of communication is to pray about all things!  

There have been numerous prayer requests that I have added to my prayer list 

on a daily basis.  I have served under President Linda Fees & President Katy Gifford who are both 

godly women & dedicated to serve the Lord by sharing the numerous prayer requests.   

Another way to communicate is to email all the zone presidents & the Board of Directors, a copy of 

the meeting summary whether it is an executive committee meeting or a board meeting so they can 

provide information to the LWML ladies.   

“The Echo” is now on-line and printed locally.  This first began in April 2017.  The Executive 

Committee decided to change the format of “The Echo” because of new postal regulations. Thus, 

with the summer issue in 2017, the new electronic version was introduced. This new format does 

allow for use of colored pictures, wording, etc., to make the publication more interesting & also 

allows fellow LWML members to print the ECHO magazine as they need it & share it via church 

secretaries or whomever prints & shares this magazine.  The LWML Quarterly magazine is now a 

yearly cost of $5.00 to each LWML woman!  This gives more money for mites!   

With the assistance of President Katy, Karen Andersen from St. Louis, assures that all ladies of the 

various societies have the opportunity to read the Quarterly & participate in the Bible Studies.   
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Media & Marketing Committee   

Angela Moore, Chairman  
 

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God (Philippians 4:5-6). 

 

After a number of years of not being active in the LWML, I received a call 

from Katy Gifford asking to prayerfully consider the Media/Marketing 

Committee.  After saying yes, I had all sorts of anxiety about my decision 

and still do at times.  That is when I take a deep breath and remember the 

words of the apostle Paul.   

 Attended the Board of Directors and Executive Board meetings 

 Created a 75th Photo History Slideshow of the District South LWML for 2016 Convention 

 Received banner designs for the 2017 Albuquerque Convention to be voted on by the BOD. 

 Helped prepare the district convention manual for printing. 

 Received designs for the 2018 district convention logo to be voted on by the BOD. 

 Wrote article for Banner explaining new banner/quilt design for 2018 Convention. 

 Contacted zone presidents regarding zone banner/quilts for district convention. 

 Prepared bookmarks as a promotion for 2019 Retreat. 

 Submitted information as requested for The Echo. 

 Manned LWML display at Prairie Fire in Seward and LCMS District Convention in Kearney. 

 

 

Webmaster 

Cassandra Tomsen  
 

I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed 

(Malachi 3:6). 

 
Our Lord does not change, but our website has! Have you checked out 

www.lwmlnesouth.org lately?  In 2018 our district website had a complete overhaul. 

It is now mobile friendly, offers mass emails, online registration forms, and more!  

Even though it looks different, the website continues to be an excellent resource for 

items pertinent to our district such as current and past editions of “The Echo”, agenda and summaries of 

district meetings, Mission Grant and scholarship applications, forms for district events and more. The new 

mass email feature was implemented in March. Once you have requested to be on the list, you personally 

receive an email with “The Echo” before it is sent electronically to zone presidents.  Since “The Echo” is no 

longer mailed, I would encourage everyone to sign up to receive it electronically.    

There is a tab labeled “For Zones”. The first item on the list includes various forms members may 

need throughout the year. Then each zone has a page. My hope, is that we can build these individual zone 

pages to be the main resource for ladies in their zone in regards to zone activities. 

The Facebook page continues to be an excellent avenue for staying informed too.  As of the end of 

the biennium (June 30th), we had 165 followers.  If you haven’t already, please search for “LWML Nebraska 

South District” and “like” the page.   

You can always send me ideas and items for the web site or Facebook.  Just go to 

www.lwmlnesouth.org and click on “Contacts.” 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 
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Publication Committee 

Linda Hammer, Echo editor  

Gretchen Gebhardt, Committee Member 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

 

The Publication Staff, consisting of The ECHO Editor and Staff Member, is part of the 

Communications Department led by VP of Communication, Kathy Anderson. The ECHO is a 

quarterly publication with the purpose to promote the object of LWML (nationally and at District 

level) and to provide information about the programs and activities of LWML, District officers and 

committees, zones, and societies to LWML members and “anyone in the pew.” 

In April 2017, the Executive Committee decided to change the format of The ECHO because of new 

postal regulations.  With the summer issue in 2017, the new electronic version was introduced. As 

with any change, there were a few glitches to be worked out but the change has been accepted. This 

new format allows for use of colored pictures, wording, etc., to make the publication more 

interesting. Most importantly, with this change we can save dollars and this amount can now go 

towards Mites for Missions! 

 

With each issue published, the Publication Staff has: 

 Requested articles and/or information from District officers and zones; 

 Taken photos of District officers, committees and District/national events; 

 Edited articles and formatted layout of each issue for first proofing; 

 Asked those who submitted information to proofread their articles and/or information; and 

 Made proofing corrections and emailed the final copy to Cassandra for electronic distribution. 

 

It has been a pleasure and privilege to serve our Lord and you in this endeavor. We pray our efforts 

help you to be informed on what Nebraska South District LWML offers, and piques your interest to 

become more involved as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” 

This past biennium we have: 

 Attended all Executive Committee meetings – Linda 

 Attended all Board of Directors meetings – Linda and Gretchen 

 Attended 2016 District Convention, Kearney, NE – Linda and Gretchen 

 Attended 2017 “Pajama Prayer Party” service project, Grand Island, NE – Linda and Gretchen 

 Attended 2017 LWML Convention, Albuquerque, NM – Linda and  

 Attended 2017 District Retreat, Grand Island, NE – Linda and Gretchen 

 Attended 2018 “Seek and Serve” service project, Columbus, NE – Linda and Gretchen 

 Registered for 2018 District Convention, Kearney, NE – Linda and Gretchen 

We wish to extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who has submitted material for inclusion, as 

well as those who print copies of the quarterly publication to be given to those members and others 

who do not have access to printing the electronic version themselves. 
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Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

Eileen Zentner  
  

Vickie Hegeholz, Mission Grants Member 

Linda Fees, Mission Grants Member 
 

Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For 

consider what great things he has done for you (1 Samuel 12:24). 

 

The goal of the Gospel Outreach/Mission Grants Committee is to 

promote the outreach of the Gospel among the zones and societies of the 

LWML Nebraska South District and to administer the Mission Grants of the District. We review, 

select for ballot, and schedule payments of mission grants. We inform women about national and 

district grants and encourage them to support them with their mites and prayers. 

 

There have been past grants which have been unexpected blessings for me and my family.  I have 

been on mission trips in Alaska to teach VBS with Lutheran Indian Ministries. The van which was 

used to transport me, other team members, and teens at camp around Fairbanks was financed 

through a national grant. My grandsons attend Kids of His Kingdom Day Care sponsored by Trinity 

Lutheran in Auburn, NE. Some of the toys they use at the day care were funded by a YWR grant in 

2014. It is amazing to see how God uses our mites in local societies and international organizations 

to spread the Gospel. 

 

Two new committee members have recently been appointed to serve on the Gospel Outreach 

Committee: Vickie Hegeholz and Linda Fees. We pray that God will continue to work through our 

Mission Grants to reach out to people in our district and throughout the world. 

 

During the past biennium we have: 

 Attended BOD and EC meetings 

 Attended the EC Retreat with Nebraska North 

 Attended the National LWML Convention in Albuquerque 

 Attended the Mission Grant Seminar at national convention 

 Prepared scholarship packets 

 Received scholarship applications and awarded them to selected students 

 Received mission grant applications 

 Sent applications to be review by Nebraska District VP Boring, district pastoral counselors, 

and National LCMS Missions office 

 Evaluated and presented to the EC grant proposals for the 2018 ballots 

 Wrote articles for the Echo 

 Prepared materials for the Nebraska South District website and Facebook page to inform 

members about grants 

 Prepared the presentation on the 2018-2020 mission grants on the ballot 

 Prepared materials for the Gospel Outreach booth for the convention 
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Vice President of Human Care   

Janet Drake   

 

Human Care Committee 

Colleen Classen, Chairman 

Brenda Schmidt, Committee Member 

 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests but also to the interests of 

others.  Have this mind among yourselves which is yours in Christ Jesus  

(Philippians 2:45). 

 

God has blessed me with the position of Vice President of Human Care for 

the past 4 years.  He has placed people around me to guide and help me during this time.  I would 

like to thank Colleen Clausen and Brenda Schmitt who served along beside me as Human Care 

committee members, these past two years, they made my job so much easier.  

 

 During the past biennium I have attended the Executive Committee meetings. 

 Met with zone human care members. 

 Wrote articles for “The Echo.”   

 Served as the District Representative at the Hastings Fall Zone Rally.   

 Attended the 2017 NE South District Retreat and assisted with the collection of ingathering items. 

 Organized the servant events and the ingathering for this convention. 

 

God has given me the blessed opportunity to be a part of LWML SERVING THE LORD WITH 

GLADNESS. 

 
 

 

Vice President of Servant Resources 

Sherry Burger  
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him 

in all speech and all knowledge (1 Corinthians 1:4-5).  

 

Serving the LWML has been such a joy and learning experience since being 

elected at the 2016 convention.   The Lord has truly blessed our District 

with some wonderful women who serve Him with gladness, and I have 

truly enjoyed getting to know, understand, and be a part of our 

organization.  Serving the Lord with gladness in this roll I have: 

 Welcomed and began serving with Maydelle Messerschmidt who continued as chairman of 

the Structure Committee and Brianna Stahlecker as chairman along with Rebecca Mau, who 

make up our Leader Development Committee. 

 Attended Planning Meetings, Board of Director, and Executive Committee meetings for NE 

District South and prepared reports for each. 

 Experienced the joy of attending the LWML convention in Albuquerque with a bus load of 

“not normal” LWML women and enjoyed helping our YWRs at the convention Megan 

Outhet and Stephanie Simpson (they were great representatives!) 
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(Vice President of Servant Resources continued) 

 Met with and prepared materials for our Zone Leader Development Committees for the 

Winter Meetings ~ many thanks to these great servant leaders! 

 Coordinated events and programing with the Leader Development Committee for teens and 

YWRs for Retreat (which was a wonderful Celebration of the 75th LWML Anniversary)  and 

for this 2018 District Convention.  

 Worked with and contacted exhibitors and coordinated LWML display boards for this 

convention. 

 Updated the List of Speakers for the district; this is available upon request. 

 Coordinated the designing and printing of various banners, bookmarks, and materials for our 

district. 

 Began preparations for another busload of “not normal” women to Mobile, AL. 

 Saw our mites in action while serving as a helper for “His Kids” at Camp Luther with 

President Katy ~ what a precious group of campers and wonderful ministry! 

Prayers for all in the year ahead…To God be the Glory!    Living in His Grace & Joy in Jesus  

 

Leader Development Committee  

Brianne Stahlecker, Chairman 

Rebecca Mau, Committee Member 

 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace  (1 

Peter 4:10).  

 

The Leader Development Committee is charged with helping to develop leaders of any age in the 

LWML. Much of our focus is on programming for the YWRs and teens at convention and retreat, 

but we also take the time to encourage leadership and engaging all women in the LWML. 

 

During the 2016-2018 biennium, the committee has: 

● Attended Executive Committee and Board of Director meetings. 

● Presented to zone Leader Development representatives at the February Board of Directors 

meetings in 2017 and 2018. 

○ 2017 topic: Woman-to-Woman Mentoring 

○ 2018 topic: “What is a leader?” 

● Wrote various articles for “The Echo” about the YWRs and teens in the district. 

● Corresponded with Zone YWRs that attended the 2016 district convention, encouraging them 

to apply to be a YWR for the 2017 LWML Convention and to attend the 2017 district retreat. 

● Received YWR applications for the 2017 LWML Convention. 

● Made a recommendation to the Board of Directors on YWRs for the 2017 LWML 

Convention. 

● Communicated with the Stephanie Crawford and Megan Outhet, YWRs for the 2017 

Convention, prior to, during, and after convention. 

● Prepared and presented “YWR Survival Kits” to Megan and Stephanie for their trip to 

Albuquerque in 2017. 

● Attended the 2017 LWML Convention in Albuquerque, NM. 

● Planned and had activities for the teens and YWRs at the 2017 district retreat (games & food, 

coloring bookmarks).  Attended the 2017 district retreat. 

● Planned and prepared activities for the teens and YWRs for the 2018 District Convention. 

 

We are blessed to serve the women of the Nebraska South District of the LWML. 
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Structure Committee 

Maydelle Messerschmidt, Chairman 

Jeanne Krutz, Committee Member 

 
For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8). 

 

God has given everyone a gift and the many people who serve in LWML are gifted 

with special talents specific to each one.  I feel privileged to be able to work with and learn from all of the 

members on the Nebraska South District Executive Board when I attend the executive committee and 

executive board meetings throughout the biennium.  

I have been reviewing society and zone bylaws and making recommendations for some changes so that the 

bylaws are in accordance with the requirements found in the National LWML Handbook that prints the 

guidelines for zone and society bylaws.  Once the society or zone makes the recommended changes, they need 

to send a corrected copy to me so that they can be filed in the district Structure Committee file.  Each set of 

bylaws must have a title page and table of contents, and a separate article for Name, Objective, Members, 

Representation at Convention, and Parliamentary Authority.  Finally on the last page of the bylaws the date 

that they were last amended or reviewed needs to be stated. 

Jeanne is in charge of individual members, so if there are any questions about individual memberships or if 

there is no society in your town or close to your town and you would like to be a part of LWML, contact 

Jeanne Krutz for information. 

During the biennium the Executive Board proposed an amendment to the district bylaws to clarify the election 

of Pastoral Counselor to keep it in accordance with the changes made at the 2016 convention for election of 

officers.  This amendment has been approved by the National Bylaws Committee and will be presented to the 

delegates at the Nebraska South District Convention in Kearney on Sept. 15, 2018 for approval or rejection.  

We pray that God’s will be done as the delegates vote on this amendment. 

Jeanne and I thank God for the opportunity to serve the Lord at the district level of LWML and pray that God 

leads us to make decisions that lead to doing his will on earth. 

 
 

Recording Secretary 

Denise Hummel  

 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 

and all knowledge (1 Corinthians 1:4-5).  

 

What a blessing and an honor it has been to serve as the Recording Secretary the 

past 2 years!  I have had the privilege of working with an amazing group of 

women that comprise the Nebraska South District of the LWML.   

 

As Recording Secretary, I attended and recorded the minutes of all the board 

meetings.   I also recorded the e-votes that were taken during the last 2 years.  After the minutes were 

approved, I sent them via email to all the elected and appointed officers as well as to the various committees 

and committee members and zone presidents.  Minutes were also sent to Pastor Snow, President Patti Ross 

and Crystal Miller. 

 

I have had the privilege of attending zone functions, district retreats and conventions as well as the national 

convention.   

 

Again, I thank you so much for the opportunity you have given me to “serve the Lord with gladness.” 
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Financial Reports can be found on pages 16-18. 
 
 

Sr. Pastoral Counselor 
Pastor Brian Francik  
 
My prayer for our district 
 

Dear sisters in Christ, it is hard to believe that four years has gone by already. I 

remember four years ago being uncertain whether I wanted this position or not, 

but I am definitely thankful to the Lord that I had the chance to serve you these 

last four years and be a part of the leadership of this incredible district. You 

ladies, stood by me and encouraged me through the lowest and darkest time in 

my life and I am so humbled by your support through good and bad times over 

these last four years.  

My final words as a District Pastor Counselor during this term are words from Paul to the Philippians. It was 

a prayer from Paul and my prayer for this district, And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 

more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 

glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:9-11. ESV) 

 

I look forward to seeing you at different events in the coming years. May we continue to bring the love and 

hope of Jesus to the women in our congregations and communities. 

 

In Jesus – the Healer of the Hurting, 

Pastor Brian 
 
 

Jr. Pastoral Counselor  
Pastor Rob Kuefner 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 

Himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 

our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen (Galatians 1:3-5). 

 

Sisters in Christ, it is with great joy that I greet you as your newly appointed Junior 

Counselor, soon transitioning to Senior Counselor at this convention. I was blessed 

to have served in your midst as a District Counselor from 2000-2004 (my how 

young I was then!) I was honored to fill the role when Pastor Andrew Ratcliffe took 

his call to Minnesota. As I haven’t been serving on a district level until just recently, I don’t have much to 

report on other than attending one BOD meeting in Hastings and having the opportunity to begin working 

with your Retreat Committee who have an awesome retreat planned for the fall of 2019! Other than that, I 

simply want to commend to you Paul’s words of greeting to the church of Galatia as good words for us to 

reflect on together. 

As Daughters of the King, Sisters in Christ (with a couple brothers thrown in!) it is because Jesus gave 

Himself for our sins that we can greet one another in grace and peace, seeking to be those who are preserved 

in this present evil age, by God’s gracious will. As we share in that grace and peace together, we bring glory 

to God alone! May the Lord continue to bless your individual members, societies, zones, our Nebraska South 

District and LWML International along with the Church as a whole, with that grace and peace of Jesus, as we 

proclaim Him to the world!   

God’s Rich Blessings! 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 



49 
 

 
 
 

Archivist/Historian 

Elinor Kuehner 

 

75 plus years ago, ladies met in Chicago to organize a new organization, 

the Lutheran Woman’s Missionary League (LWML).  This is one of the 

historical events you can research at the Historical Institution on the 

campus of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 

 

You are making history as meetings are held in local societies, zones, and 

district. Collecting modern historical events is one of my duties as your 

district Archivist/Historian.  I am privileged to collect, file, and store some of this history.  Summary 

reports of societies and zones with most of the district records are them stored at the district LCMS 

office building in Seward. 

 

We all can’t be historians but someday someone may have historical questions which could be 

answered in the items saved today, which seem like trivia, but tomorrow will be history. 

Kings 22 and 23 records one history which was lost, rediscovered, and then used by the people of 

Israel.  We too need to use scripture and other historical events to lead us in the way God has chosen 

for us.   

 

“Serve the Lord with gladness” 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee   

Pat Moss, Chairman  

Betty Noffke and Marcia Swan, Committee 

Members   

 

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, 

but because you are willing, as God wants you to be (1 Peter 5:2a). 

   

Since being elected at the 2016 Convention, we have contacted and communicated with many 

LWML members and Pastors in our district.  Through personal contacts, telephone, emails and 

prayer, we are blessed to present the ballot for this 2018 Convention.  We thank all of you who 

graciously consented to be a nominee to serve our NE South District.  It is our prayer that God will 

guide and bless us through this election process, and that He will be with those elected as they serve 

Him. 

  

We present the following nominees:  

Vice President of Christian Life:        Carol Spiehs, Vicky Van Velson  

Vice President of Communication:     Shawn Burkhardt, Cassandra Tomsen  

Vice President of Human Care:          Debbie Rasberry, Randi Warneke  

Financial Secretary:                            MaryBeth Sanchez, Marilyn Bader  

Nominating Committee:                     JoAnn Bradley, Doreen Mohr, Linda Fees 

                                                                Anita Harms, Vickie Hegeholz, Jennifer Wolff  

Pastoral Counselor:                             Rev. Michael P. Neidow, Rev. Keith B. Wellman 
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Parliamentarian 

Ruth Probasco  
 

As we serve the Lord with gladness through LWML, we ask the Lord 

to bless our work in the words of Moses:  “May the favor of the Lord 

our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, 

establish the work of our hands”  Psalm 90:17. 

 

The parliamentarian is an appointed officer who serves as an advisor 

on parliamentary procedure to the president and the district.  When 

requested, she also provides advice to zones, societies and individuals.  

For conventions she supervises the tellers in the counting of ballots, and prepares the tally sheets and 

report sheets for any elections. 

 

Duties performed during the past biennium as parliamentarian include: 

o attendance at Board of Directors and Executive Committee meetings; 

o assistance with parliamentary information when requested or needed; 

o preparation of the necessary paperwork for the convention elections and balloting. 
 

 

 

 

 

Planner/Meeting Manager 

Margaret Dunn  

 

May he grant you your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans! 
(Psalm 20:4). 
 
Two years of asking and receiving! Thank you to all host societies for 
the hospitality and wonderful food you provided for the LWML 
Nebraska South District BOD and EC meetings these past two years. 
We even survived having to use our “snow date” at Trinity, G.I. in February! 
 
We love seeing the beautiful churches in the central part of our district. If your society hasn’t been 
asked to host a meeting and would like to, please contact me. We don’t want to “wear out our 
welcome” by asking the same societies to host over and over again.  
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Special Gifts Fund 

Linda Potter  
 

 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 

works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 

lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 

and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 

that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead (James 2:14-

17).  

 

Being on the Special Gifts Fund has truly been a great opportunity and a 

pleasure to do. It also wonderful to see that these funds get to help an 

individual or group to spread the Word in various ways. Approximately  

$16,000 in this biennium has helped with different projects.   

 

Some of the projects that were funded are: CALMS (Central America Lutheran Mission Society) 

through Concordia University. They send teams to Guatemala to help with Health and Wellness. 

Usually the teams consist of one professor, two physicians and eleven students. They provide 

services of medical clinics and hosting a health fair in rural communities of Guatemala. Orphan 

Grain Train: Orphanages of Russia, partial funding of trip costs and one request to purchase boxes of 

fresh fruits, other foods, underwear, toys, and personal items for the orphanages.   

 

Special Gifts helped fund youths to do service work: Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, S.D. One group 

of high school youth helped with projects such as painting, cleaning and with “Kids Clubs”.  -- One 

group of twelve high school and four leaders will be doing a VBS this summer in Queens, New York 

City at Christ Woodside Lutheran in a predominantly Hispanic neighborhood. -- Another group of 

youth worked with a host congregation in Denver, CO’s inner city. They helped with some of the 

programs, served meals, etc. What a great opportunity for the Special Gifts Fund to help get our 

youth involved in serving the Lord.   

 

Some of the funds also helped with a team for LCMS Mercy Medical Services to the city of 

Antsicabe, Madagascar -- VBS in a Lutheran School in Hong Kong-Mission Matthew 28, La Vista, 

NE, a majority of the children that attend the Lutheran Schools for the education are not Christians -- 

Akiachakia, Alaska with a team of 14 from Seward St. John’s Lutheran Church for Bible and 

Basketball camps -- “Gleaning for the Hungry” San Joaquin Valley near Fresno, CA. Volunteers 

help with blending and mixing dry soup mix from dehydrated vegetables and spices to send to places 

in the USA and abroad, --  Moshi, Tanzania to purchase Swahili Bibles, VBS supplies, crafts, 

crosses and bracelets (Mary Ann Niemoth’s story is in the Grand Island newspaper).  
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Beatrice Zone President  

Carlyn Koenig   

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 

end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness (Lamentations 

3:22-23). 

 

Greetings from the Beatrice Zone. The past two years have gone quickly. 

Revision of our zone bylaws was accomplished with input from our Beatrice 

Zone Recording Secretary, Susan Thomas, and Nebraska South District 

Structure Committee Member, Ruth Probasco. The amendments were approved at our fall rally last 

year. Zone Standing Rules and Zone Officers’ duties revisions will be completed before my term 

ends at this year’s fall rally. 

 

Beatrice Zone events these two years include: 

 Spring Christian Life Workshop April 18, 2015 at Trinity Jansen “Road Signs for Life” 

 Fall Rally October 10, 2015 at St. Paul Beatrice “Feed My Sheep” 

 Spring Christian Life Workshop April 23, 2016 at Our Savior Odell “Serve the Lord with 

Gladness” 

 Fall Rally October 22, 2016 at Immanuel Daykin “Declare God’s Glory” 
 

 

 

 

Deshler Zone  

Carolyn Meyer 

  

O give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among 

the peoples (Psalm 105:1). 

 

Greetings from the eight societies of the Deshler Zone LWML: St. John, 

Chester, St. Peter, Davenport; St. Peter, Deshler; Grace, Fairbury; Faith, 

Hebron; St. Mark, Ruskin; and the two societies of Centennial, Superior. 

What a joy it is to serve our Lord and Redeemer with gladness! 

 

St. John, Chester hosted the October 9, 2016 Fall Rally “Sent with the Good News” based on 

Romans 10:15. Pastoral Counselor Brian Francik led the Bible study Reflecting His Love. Guest 

Speaker, Pastor Kuhlmann spoke about his Sumatra, Indonesia Teaching Trip among the Batak 

tribes. Newly elected District President Katy Gifford was the district representative. The monetary 

ingathering went to the Indonesia mission. 

 

On March 18, 2017 the women of Deshler Zone gathered at Centennial, Superior for the Spring 

Workshop, “Mission: Compassion”. The morning included a Bible study, God’s Compassion for Me 

by Pastor Brian Francik and a tour of the HOPE Crisis Pregnancy Center in Superior. A monetary 

ingathering went to buy devotional materials for the center. 
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(Deshler Zone continued)  

 

“Jesus Christ Above All for All” was our Fall Rally theme at St. Peter, Davenport on October 22, 

2017. Speakers Julie Folkerts, Linda Fees, and Donna Meyer shared their experiences from their 

mission trip to Russia and the Baltics. The ingathering for the day was a monetary offering to go to 

the Russian orphanages through Orphan Grain Train’s direction. Kathy Anderson was our district 

representative for the afternoon. 

 

Grace, Fairbury hosted the April 15, 2018 Spring Workshop under the theme “Putting on the Armor 

of God”. The Christian Life committee and society volunteers put on a humorous fashion show with 

fashions designed using literal items. The show ended with the Armor of God from Ephesians 6:10-

18.  Pastor Brian Francik led the group in a Bible study on spiritual warfare. 85 health kits were 

gathered to go to Orphan Grain Train. 

 

The 2018 Fall Rally will be hosted by St. Peter, Deshler on October 14. 

As President-elect in 2017, I was privileged to attend the LWML convention at Albuquerque, NM as 

a delegate. What a joy to celebrate 75 years of God’s blessings through the LWML!  
 

 

 

 

Falls City Zone President  

Connie Rowland   

  

The Falls City Zone continues the Lord’s work in 11 LWML societies.  

Our 2016 Fall Rally was hosted by Faith, Humboldt, under the theme 

“Building Up the Body of Christ.”  Our mission speaker was Donna Meyer 

who spoke about her time in mission work in Papua, New Guinea.  Items 

were gathered for the community pantry.   

  

The 2017 Spring Workshop was themed “Joy Through Christ” and was held at St. Paul’s, Weeping 

Water. We enjoyed 2 Bible studies titled “Joy” and “All Things Through Christ.”  Theme verse was 

John 15:11 - “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” 

We held an ingathering of specific items which were given to a Haiti mission and the local food 

pantry. 

  

The Fall Rally of 2017 was held at Christ, Nebraska City, under the theme “A Life of Service to All 

Generations.”  Donna Meyer again was our speaker, this time on “Islam As I Saw It.”  The 

ingathering was for the Nebraska City community food pantry. District President, Katy Gifford, 

spoke to us as district representative at both the 2016 and 2017 fall rallies.  Reports on the National 

Convention in Albuquerqe were given by the district YWR, Stephanie Simpson, who is from our 

zone, and the zone delegate, Diana Wohlers. Several other members of our zone also attended the 

National Convention.  

  

Trinity, Auburn, hosted our 2018 Spring Workshop.  The theme was “Grow Up!” and included 2 

Bible studies titled “Never Stop Growing” and “Divine Muscle”.  An ingathering was held for the 

Auburn food pantry.  As the theme verse states, “…speaking the truth in love, we will in all things 

grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 
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Grand Island Zone President  

Marilyn Bader   

 

The joy of the Lord is your (my) strength (Nehemiah 8:10). 

 
     Once again it has been my joy and honor to serve the Lord as Grand Island Zone 

president this biennium as this is my 5th term in 40 years.   The Grand Island Zone 

consists of 18 societies and approximately 300 plus members. 

 

     The Fall Rally of 2016 was held at Grace Lutheran Church in Grand Island under 

the theme of “Go and Make Disciples” with 47 in attendance.  Our zone counselor, The Rev. James Fandrey 

of Grace, Wood River introduced The Rev. Ted Na Thalang of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation as our 

speaker.  Rev. Thalang was born in Thailand and raised a Buddist.  The Lord worked through his stepfather to 

bring him to the knowledge of Christ. He attended Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and went back to 

Thailand as a missionary.  In Southeast Asia there are 500 million people and less than 2% are Christian. LHF 

is presently working to get Lutheran literature printed in Chinese so that it may be available in China. A 

special offering of $321 was collected for the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. Gifts from the Heart were items 

collected for Heartland Lutheran High School in Grand Island.  Denise Hummel, District Recording 

Secretary, brought greetings from the District Board and gave the District report. 

     Peace Lutheran Church in Grand Island was the site of the March 2017 LWML Spring Workshop with the 

theme, “Seasons of Life Under Heaven: In God’s Time” with 48 in attendance. Recognition was given to the 

two LWMLers who were over 90 years old. Also recognition was given to Moses, the Comfort Dog, and his 

handler, Lisa Wright. The Bible study was led by our zone counselor, the Rev. James Fandrey based on 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. Primary focus of this poem is God is the Creator and Ruler of His creation. Humans 

cannot change what God has set in motion.     A) Nothing on earth happens unless it is time for that event to 

happen; -but some things happen that should never happen. B) We only understand the poem if we first 

understand the structure; But in Christ negatives can become positives.  C) These are events that occur only 

on earth, and they are predetermined and scheduled in heaven. Pastor Fandrey reminds us that we have all 

experienced these events and emotions, many times; The Preacher simply is saying, “”This is the way it is”. 

Gifts from the Heart numbering 526 items were collected for Central Nebraska Community Action 

Partnership. The Peace LWML announced they were giving the registration income $231 to the national mite 

fund. 

     Sarah Kanoy, a missionary nurse in Niarobi, Kenya, East Africa, was our speaker at the 2017 Fall Rally 

held at Trinity Lutheran in Grand Island with 44 in attendance. The theme for the day was, “Giving Life: 

Healing Bodies, Healing Souls” based on the Ps.119:107, “I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, 

according to your word.”  Sarah spoke on serving the Lord through her work as a nurse and sharing her 

faith.  She asked, “Who has God sent you to share His Son, Jesus, with?”  An offering of $558 was taken for 

her ministry.   

     We were honored to have our Dist. President, Katy Gifford, bring the District Report. The Grand Island 

Zone delegates to LWML Convention, Mavis Reiter of Wood River and Marilyn Bader of Worms shared 

highlights of the Convention. 

     The 2018 Spring Workshop was hosted by Immanuel Lutheran, Loup City. Gifts from the Heart were 192 

items given to the Loup City Food Pantry. The 35 in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the teapot decorations!! 

Pastor Shawn Kitzing in his opening devotions referenced the teapots as pots of clay.  We sang, “I’m a Little 

Teapot”. 

     Pastor Richard Kothe, our zone counselor, led the Bible study on “The Ends of Suffering”. The scripture 

was Jer.29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord.”  The Lord intends my suffering; sends 

my suffering; tends my suffering; bends my suffering; commends my suffering; ends my suffering; mends my 

suffering.  It was an awe inspiring Bible study!! 

     We were pleased to learn that Arlene Kothe, Pastor’s wife, had submitted the winning design for the 

Convention Banner! Her designs have been used a number of times in the past. 
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Hastings Zone 

Linda Potter   

 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for 

you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness (James 

1:2-3). 

 

Spring Workshop hosted by LWML of St. Paul Lutheran Church of 

Minden on Saturday the 29th of April 2017. Theme: “Gifts from 

Above”. Bible Verse: James 1:17 (ESV)  Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the father of lights, with whom there is 

no variation or shadow due to change.  Opening devotion with Pastor Christopher Hazzard. Guest 

speakers were Dick & Sally Phillips, presenting “Be the Gift-Nebraska.” The organization started in 

Colorado, focusing toward single parent families. They reported on how/why this organization was 

started and what they do to help the single parent families in the Minden area, which is done by 

volunteers, cash and/or items needed donations. Ingathering: cash donations for “Be the Gift-

Nebraska.”  

 

The Fall Rally was hosted by LWML of Peace Lutheran Church of Hastings on Sunday the 24th of 

September 2017. Theme: “75 Years of Serving the LORD with Gladness”. Bible Verse Psalms 100:2 

(ESV) Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing.  Opening Devotion with 

Pastor Marcus McKay. LWML trivia questions from the National Convention “The Dazzler”, Photo 

Booth for pictures of “Then and Now” and Cassandra Tomsen led with songs and was the interrupter 

during the afternoon. We honored several members with corsages: the longest, newest, oldest, and 

youngest members. District Vice President of Human Care-Janet Drake presented what was 

happening in the NE South District. Ingathering: WellSpring Pregnancy & Health Center of 

Hastings, included items collected: diapers (various sizes), outfits, baby care products, wash cloths, 

toddler cups, etc. and cash donations. 

 

The Spring Workshop was hosted by LWML of Zion Lutheran of Red Cloud on Saturday the 14th of 

April 2018 (snow date 21st of April 2018). Theme: “Let the Little Children Come to Me”. Bible 

Verse: Mark 10:14 (ESV) “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God.”  Opening devotion and Bible study with Pastor Lon Landsmann. Ingathering: 

Boxed food, paper products, personal hygiene items, etc. for Webster Co. Food Pantry; Cash 

donations: given to the “Valley Child Development Center”. Each Society was to bring 8oz cups and 

items to fill the cups for May Baskets. After the meeting the group worked on the May Basket, 

putting in candy, etc., Red Cloud LWML provided small crosses and Bible verses for each basket (a 

total of 60 baskets were made) The May Baskets were delivered by Red Cloud Society to Children 

of the Development Center and Residents of Heritage Nursing Home. 

 

Fall Rally to be hosted by LWML of Zion Lutheran Church of Hastings on Sunday the 30th of 

September 2018.   
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Holdrege Zone President 

Jennifer Wolff   

 

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that is at work within us, to Him be 

glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

 

Greetings from the women of the Holdrege Zone. We have six active 

societies: Trinity, Arapahoe; St. Paul, Cambridge: Our Redeemer, 

Elwood: Grace, Franklin: St. John’s, Oxford: and St. John’s, Wilcox. 

Mt. Calvary, Holdrege is in non-active status. 

 

Hosted by St. John’s, Oxford in October 2016 under the theme “A Character of Compassion”, we 

heard from Kate Hatch, ESU 11 Director. Our ingathering for “Caring Crocks” helped share meals 

and support with those in our area. Trinity, Arapahoe hosted our March 2017 workshop. Celebrating 

that we are “One in Christ”, we enjoyed hearing from Mark Meyer from International Student 

Ministry at the University Chapel in Lincoln, NE. Our ingathering of baby items helped him and his 

wife share the love of Jesus in their ministry there. Several Holdrege Zone members attended the 

National Convention. Ruth Christensen, Arapahoe, served as our Zone delegate. 

 

We shared “The Peace that Passes All Understanding” at our Fall Rally at St. John’s, Wilcox in 

October 2017. Veronica Holguin from S.A.F.E. Center in Kearney spoke on domestic violence, 

including information on how we could help. Our ingathering included toiletries, socks, diapers, and 

wipes to share with those they serve. Our Redeemer, Elwood hosted our Spring Workshop in March 

2018. Marty Kleppinger shared with us her “Women of the Bible” quilt. As “Women of Worth” we 

assembled health kits and tied quilts for Orphan Grain Train. 

 

The Holdrege Zone is pleased to cohost our District Convention, and thanks our Lord for all our 

opportunities to serve Him as “Daughters of the King—Sisters in Christ”! 
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Kearney Zone President    

Ann Bosshamer  

 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake 

of your steadfast love and faithfulness (Psalm 115:1). 
 

Greetings in Jesus’ Name from the Kearney Zone LWML! How blessed 

we have all been to serve Him in our Zone and local Societies.  

 

The 2016 Fall Rally was held at First Lutheran, Buffalo, Lexington, NE. 

Kathy Anderson brought us greetings from the Nebraska South District. Our missionary speaker was 

Reverend Charles Ferry, who with his family, serves in North Sumatra, Indonesia 

(Charles.Ferry@lcmsintl.org). His primary role is to connect local Christian/Lutheran congregations 

to the LCMS for fellowship, education for Pastors and church leaders, and to manage projects which 

provide needed resources and relief.  

 

At the 2017 Spring Workshop at Bethlehem, Ravenna, Pastor Rob Kuefner, Zone Counselor, 

nourished us with a “Bread of Life” Bible study. Through New and Old Testament passages, he 

shared examples of the ‘bread from Heaven’ foreshadowing the Bread of Life we receive in the gifts 

of the Sacraments. Gifts were made to the Ravenna Food Bank and the District Mite goal. 

 

Faith, Hazard hosted the 2017 Fall Rally. Katy Gifford brought greetings from the District. Our 

speaker was Sara Kanoy, who is an LCMS medical missionary from Mission Central, based out of 

Nairobi, Kenya. Her work takes her into unserved/underserved areas in Uganda and Tanzania where 

her duties include triage- deciding who needs immediate care from the thousands who may have 

walked hours to get help. In addition to medical help, she is able to share the love and power of Jesus 

to those who come. The ingathering was for the Sherman County Food Bank. An offering was given 

to Sarah.  

 

‘Angels-God’s Heavenly Host’, based on Psalm 91:11, was the theme and Bible Study for the 2018 

Spring Workshop at Zion, North Shelton. Pastor Ohlmann, Zone Counselor, dispelled 

misconceptions regarding angels and shared truth from the Scriptures about them, using 42 different 

references from the Old and New Testaments. The work of God’s angels is to point us to “the angel 

of the LORD,” Jesus, the only angel to be worshipped and adored. The ingathering was given to the 

Shelton back-pack food program. 
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Lincoln Zone President   

Jeanne Krutz 

 

OUR PLANS ARE ALWAYS CHANGING.  Thank God His aren’t! 

But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever (Psalm 33:11). 

 

The past two years have been a whirlwind and now the wind is dying down.   

By attending all of the District Board meetings, Conventions and Zone 

functions, I have had the privilege of meeting and working with wonderful 

“Sisters in Christ.”   We have shared the Word with each other and many of 

God’s Children. 
 

“Nourishing Body and Soul” was the theme for the 2016 Fall Rally held at Calvary Lutheran in 

Lincoln.  The Bible verse was Matt. 23:35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.    

We learned about the “Food Fort” which is a project sponsored by two congregations in the Lincoln 

Zone.  A bus was purchased and converted into a serving and teaching area.  They go into their 

neighborhoods and teach the children about Jesus plus give them a meal.  They are reaching out to 

mixed communities where many do not even speak English. 

 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve another.” 1 Peter 4:10 was the theme and also the Bible 

Study lead by Pastor Poppe.  Developmental Cloth Hearts and LWML Bookmarks were made as the 

Servant Event. Trinity, Walton brought pajama sets to be taken to the Pajama Party in Grand Island.  

We are so blessed and thank God for these ladies. 

 

With a program of LFS/Health 360, Theme based on 1 John 4:7” Love One Another, and a Goal 

statement” to help raise awareness and equip each woman to serve others, the 2017 Fall Rally was 

held in the conference room at the LFS/Health 360 facility in Lincoln.  Joel from LFS gave a 

presentation on what they do, and how we might help.  The Servant Event was a $5.00 donation in a 

card to be given to the pharmacy.  They in turn would give it to a needy client who didn’t have the 

money to purchase the medicine needed.  LFS is in our own backyard, and they need help. 

 

“Life by the Word” based on John 1:1 was the theme and Bible Study led by Pastor Burk.  Jan Beck 

spoke to us on her mission trip to Gleanings, California where food is packaged to be sent where 

needed.  The Servant Event was collecting paper products for LFS and writing cards for disabled 

Veterans.  Joel Stoltenow spoke on the three main areas they serve:  Homeless- Low Income, 

Children – Orphans, and Refugees – New Population.  They also have Mental Behavior department 

and this has doubled in clients in the last 4 years.  He explained how the donation of toilet paper 

helps them regain some of their dignity.  Something so simple and yet, if you can’t afford it, can be 

very humiliating.  We must continue to help these people. 
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McCook Zone President  

Phyllis Bach  

 

Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness.  Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 

and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the 

Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 

served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 

whose land you dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the 

Lord (Joshua 24:14-15). 
 

Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ from the McCook Zone LWML. 

 

October 8, 2016, Zion, Imperial hosted the zone rally.  The featured speaker was Linda Fees.  The 

theme was “Joy in Witnessing of God’s Love.”  Linda Fees, told about her two trips to Russia and 

the Baltics in 2014 and 2015.  Her visits included shopping for items for orphanages, prisons, and 

hospitals and taking the items to those places.  She shared pictures and memorabilia of her visits.  

President Katy was the district representative. 

 

The McCook Zone Spring Workshop was held April 22, 2017 at St. Paul’s Church Wauneta, 

Nebraska.  The theme was “Jesus Christ Above All” and the verse was Philippians 2:9.  Pastor Kahle 

led the morning presentation and Bible study Christ‘s State of Humiliation: The Suffering Savior, 

based on Philippians 2:1-8.  

Again I was so very blessed to be able to ride with the busload of ladies to the National Convention 

in Albuquerque, NM.  I would recommend to anyone to try attending at least one of these 

conventions.  It is such an uplifting and revitalizing experience to share God’s love in the midst of so 

many Christian men and women. 

A Life of Service Through All Generations: Joshua 24:15b, was the theme for the 2017 NE South 

District Fall Retreat in Grand Island.  What an uplifting experience to share this love and history 

with fellow Sisters and Brothers in Christ. 

 

The McCook Zone LWML Fall Rally was held September 30, 2017, at Peace, McCook. The theme 

was The Great Commission base on Matthew 28:18-19.  Our guest speaker was Doreen Mohr from 

Zion, Imperial, she shared her experience from a summer mission trip to Russia and the Baltics. 

Doreen traveled with a group sponsored by Orphan Grain Train who visited 24 orphanages, 2 

prisons and 3 hospitals, traveling nearly 3000 miles.  

I thought I was blessed to be able to have attended all of the District BOD meetings two years ago.  I 

have now completed another two years of District BOD meetings  What a joy to be able to 

fellowship with so many sisters in Christ. Every time I feel like it is a family reunion   Thank you 

God for this BIG PRECIOUS family. 
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Ogallala Zone President  

Diana Armknecht   
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.  Let your reasonableness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand (Philippians 4:4-5). 
 

Our 2017 spring workshop was at Trinity, Ogallala on April 29, 2017 with the 

theme, “Loss and Gain” based on Philippians 3:8-9. Pastor Jon Dickmander 

led us on a journey with Paul through his mission work. 

 

It was a joy as zone president to serve as a delegate at the LWML Convention in Albuquerque, NM. 

Inspiring! 

 

Our 2017 fall rally was held at St. John’s, Brule on October 21, 2017 with the theme, “Jesus Christ 

Above All” based on Philippians 2:9. Pastor Ben Francisco talked about letters between Martin 

Luther and Katherine while they were dating. 

 

The 2018 spring workshop was at Zion, Grant on April 21, 2018 with the theme, “Be a Rainbow in 

Somebody’s Cloud” based on Genesis 9:14.  Pastor Francisco led us in Bible study—“Taste the 

Rainbow: The Worship Life of the Church.” 

 

Our 2018 fall rally will be on October 13, 2018 at Shepherd of the Hills in Hyannis. 

My time of service to the Lord through the Ogallala Zone is truly a blessing!   

 

 

 

 

York Zone President  

Colleen Classen   

 

The York Zone is comprised of eight societies   -- St. Peter, Hampton; Zion, rural 

Hampton; Emmanuel, York; Faith, York; St. Peter, Gresham; St. John, rural 

Waco; St. John, Cordova; and St. Paul, Utica.    We enjoy Christian fellowship, 

Bible studies, special speakers, collecting ingathering items and special offerings 

at Spring Workshops and Fall Rallies each year.   We thank Pastor Matthew Mau 

from St. John, Waco for serving as our Zone Counselor. 
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Seward Zone President  

Deanna Dowding   

 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we 

will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart 

of the sea (Psalm 46:1-2a). 

  

In September 2017 I became the Seward Zone President.  I attended the 

Nebraska South District LWML meeting in April with members of the 

Seward Zone executive committee.  

  

On March 24, 2018 I chaired the Seward Zone Christian Life committee meeting where we 

completed plans for our Seward Zone Spring Workshop held on April 27, 2018. We started plans for 

our Spring 2019 Workshop at this meeting.  The Christian Life meeting was followed the Seward 

Zone Executive board meeting.  At this meeting information from the April district meeting was 

shared with society LWML presidents and the Seward Zone LWML Board. Following the Seward 

Zone Board meeting, I met with the Leadership Development Committee to make plans for the 

Seward Zone Fall Rally to be held at Immanuel, Seward on September 30, 2018. 

 

Seward Zone Workshop was held at St. John, Seward with St. John LWL hosting, “One Body, One 

Bread, One Christ” was the theme of our Spring Workshop.  Mercy Meals of Grand Island and 

Hastings presented the program.  An ingathering for Christ’s Cupboard (food pantry) at St. John 

provided items for Christ’s Cupboard were delivered during a tour of the building.  Members also 

made Friendship Bread for fellowship.   

 

I attended the June 9, 2018 BOD meeting in Grand Island.  Information from this meeting was 

shared at the June 26, 2018 Seward Zone board meeting.  Preceding this meeting, we had a 

Leadership Development meeting to finalize plans for the Seward Zone Fall Rally.  The theme for 

the Seward Zone Fall Rally will be “We Sing! We Praise!  We Worship! We Learn!  We Share” 

based on Psalm 89:1. The Seward Zone LWML Fall Rally will be hosted by Immanuel, Seward at 

the Immanuel schoolhouse on September 30, 2018 at 1:00 pm.  Our ingathering will be school kits 

and Paul Soulek, cantor and organist at St. John, Seward, will be our guest speaker and song leader. 

 

I look forward to the Nebraska South District Convention on September 14-15, 2018.   
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ZONE BABY QUILT “BANNERS” 
 

Beatrice Zone  

 

 

Made by LWML/Ladies Aide of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Odell  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Deshler Zone 

 

Designed and pieced by Dixie Heinrichs; quilted by Barb Blinko of  

Hebron, NE 

Dixie is a member of the Davenport, St. Peter's LWML 

A Past Deshler Zone President, a two time past Convention Chairman, and 

Past President of Thayer County Quilters Guild 

 

 
 

 

Falls City Zone  

 
This banner depicts God's creation and His approval of what He had made. The top 

row is dark representing the night, and the second row of yellows represents the 

light-day. The strip-piecing of the yellows are the rays of the sun. Along with the 

stars, they are the heavens that God made. The birds of the air are sewn on the 

fourth row in the flying geese pattern. The mountains are made in a partial log 

cabin pattern on the fifth row. God made people (on the sixth row) to take care of 

His creation. God created plants represented by the flowers in row seven. The fish 

of the sea on the bottom row represent the animals that God created. The backing is 

a print of Jesus loves me to remind us of whose we are. Designed by Sandy 

Eickhoff.  Made by Jan Thomsen, Judy Fritz, Sandy Eickhoff, and Eileen Zentner,     

St. Paul's, Falls City 

 

Grand Island Zone 

 

The background is squares of batik fabrics of blue/green/brown representing 

the creation/world. The cross, incorporated into that background, is gold 

batik fabrics representing Christ our King. The baby using this quilt is 

wrapped in Christ love for us every time it is used. 

Designed by Linda Gilson of St. Paul Lutheran, Central City, Grand Island 

Zone 

Made by Linda Gilson and Denise Hummel of Peace Lutheran, Grand Island 
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ZONE BABY QUILT “BANNERS” 
 

Hastings Zone   
 

 

 

 

Designed and made by Sandy Becker, St. Paul, Minden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holdrege Zone 

 

Baby Quilt description is based on the Children's Song "Jesus Loves 

Me!  This I Know".  It has the words "JESUS LOVES ME" on center of 

the baby quilt.  There are large hearts on each corner of the baby 

quilt.  The background fabric is dark green fabric printed with tiny hearts.  

Designed by Sheri Leising of Arapahoe, NE. 

Made by Sheri Leising of Arapahoe, NE. 

Trinity Lutheran of Arapahoe, NE 

 

 

 

Kearney Zone 

  

“Rail Fence” 

Designed and made by the quilting ladies at Trinity Amherst, Kay 

Anderson and Twila Bosshamer 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Amherst  

 

 

 

Lincoln Zone 

 

“Radiant Love”  

 

The colors around the cross will be purple and beige.  As a follower of 

Chrst, be an extension of God’s Love today.  I am the vine; you are the 

branches.  John 15:5 

Designed by Connie Hansmeyer 

Made by Connie Hansmeyer 

Of Holy Savior, Lincoln 
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ZONE BABY QUILT “BANNERS” 
 

McCook Zone 

 

The cross and inscription were added to the banner for Jesus’ death on 

the cross for the forgiveness of our sins and who He made me, a child of 

God. We wanted to share the gospel for whoever the quilt is repurposed 

for. 

Designed by Dianne Kelley 

Made by Wendy Reiners, Norma Klein, Viola Kelley and Hayden 

Ghaffary 

St. John Lutheran Church, McCook 

 

 

Ogallala Zone     

 

Jesus Loves Me baby quilt. 

Designed by JoAnn Bradley 

Made by JoAnn Bradley 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ogallala 

 

 

 

 

 

Seward Zone 

God Promises Victory.  The rainbow colors remind us that God is 

faithful to His promises. The butterflies symbolize the new life that we 

have in Christ because of His victory over death. We are redeemed 

Daughters of the King who have “hope of eternal life, which God, who 

never lies, promised before the ages began.” Titus 1:2   

Design & construction by Gretchen Gebhardt, St. John Lutheran Church 

Seward, NE 

 

York Zone 

This banner is based on Galations 5:1  It is for freedom that Christ has 

set us free.  “Stand firm."  In the banner, people stand firmly on an 

outline of an open Bible.  Behind them and over them stands the 

cross,  Through Christ's death on  the cross and resurrection 

from  death as recorded in the Bible we are free from the slavery of sin 

and death and stand firm in our faith that Jesus has overcome them.   

Designed and made by Alice Fritz 
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SONGS 
 

1.  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  2. Al-le-lu-ia!  Let praises ring! 

All hail the power of Jesus’ name!                     Unto the Lamb of God we sing. 

Let angels prostrate fall;    In whom we are elected. 

Bring forth the royal diadem   He bought His Church with His own blood, 

And crown Him Lord of all.    He cleansed her in that blessed flood, 

Bring forth the royal diadem   And as His bride selected. 

And crown Him Lord of all.    Holy, holy  Is our union 

       And communion. His befriending 

5. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget  Gives us joy and peace unending. 

The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet   3. Al-le-lu-ia! Let praises ring! 

And crown Him Lord of all.    Unto the Holy Ghost we sing 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet   For our regeneration. 

And crown Him Lord of all.    The saving faith in us He wrought 

       And us unto the Bridegroom brought, 

6. Let every kindred, every tribe,   Made us His chosen nation. 

On this terrestrial ball    Glory!  Glory!  Joy eternal,  

To Him all majesty ascribe    Bliss supernal;  There is manna 

And crown Him Lord of all.    And an endless, glad hosanna. 

To Him all majesty ascribe  

And crown Him Lord of all.    4. Al-le-lu-ia!  Let praises ring! 

       Unto our triune God we sing; 

7. Oh, that with yonder sacred throng  Blest be His name forever! 

We at His feet may fall!    With angel hosts let us adore 

We’ll join the everlasting song   And sing His praises evermore 

And crown Him Lord of all.    For all His grace and favor! 

We’ll join the everlasting song   Singing! Ringing:  Holy, holy, 

And crown Him Lord of all.    God is holy;  Spread the story 

  Public Domain  LSB 549   Of our God, the Lord of glory! 

                 Public Domain LSB 822 

2. Alleluia! Let Praises Ring 

Al-le-lu-ia!  Let praises ring!    3.  Beautiful Savior 

To God the Father let us bring   Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Our songs of adoration.    Son of God and Son of Man! 

To Him through everlasting days   Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Be worship, honor, pow’r and praise,  Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Whose hand sustains creation. 

Singing, ringing:  Holy, holy,    2.  Fair are the meadows,  

God is holy;  Spread the story   Fair are the woodlands, 

Of our God, the Lord of glory.   Robed in flowers of blooming spring; 

       Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

       He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
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3. Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  2. Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

Bright the sparkling stars on high;   I am baptized into Christ! 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  I have comfort even stronger: 

Than all the angels in the sky.   Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

       Should a guilty conscience seize me 

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,  Since my Baptism did release me 

Son of God and Son of Man!    In a dear forgiving flood, 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration   Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

   Public Domain LSB 537  3. Satan, hear this proclamation: 

       I am baptized into Christ! 

4.  Father Welcomes    Drop your ugly accusation, 

Refrain: Father welcomes all His children  I am not so soon enticed. 

To His family through His Son.   Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

Father giving His salvation,    All your might has come unraveled, 

Life forever has been won.    And, against your tyranny, 

       God, my Lord, unites with me! 

1. Little children, come to Me, 

For My kingdom is of these.    4. Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

Life and love I have to give,    I am baptized into Christ! 

Mercy for your sin.    Refrain.   When I die, I leave all sadness 

       To inherit paradise! 

2. In the water, in the Word,   Though I lie in dust and ashes 

In His promise be assured;    Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Those who are baptized and believe   Baptism has the strength divine 

Shall be born again.  Refrain.   To make life immortal mine. 

 

3. Let us daily die to sin;    5. There is nothing worth comparing 

Let us daily rise with Him,    To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,   Open eyed my grave is staring: 

Live in the peace of God.   Refrain.   Even though I’ll sleep secure. 

   Public Domain LSB 605  Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

       Still my soul continues praising: 

5.  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It   I am baptized into Christ; 

God’s own child, I gladly say it:   I’m a child of paradise! 

I am baptized into Christ!      Public Domain LSB 594 

He, because I could not pay it, 

Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

That brought me salvation free 

Lasting to eternity. 
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6.  Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling   7. Holy, Holy, Holy 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,   Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God almighty! 

“Who will go and work today?   Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Fields are white and harvests waiting  Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

Who will bear the sheaves away?”   God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 

Rich reward He offers thee.    2. Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore Thee, 

Who will answer, gladly saying,   Casting down their golden crowns around the  

“Here am I, send me, send me”?   glassy sea;  Cherubim and seraphim 

       Falling down before Thee, 

2.  Some take up His task in morning,  Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of mid-day,   3. Holy, holy,holy!  Tho’ the darkness hide Thee, 

Others late in afternoon;    Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not 

Even as the sun is setting,    see,  Only Thou art holy:  there is none beside  

Some are sent into the fields,   Thee, Perfect in power, in love and purity! 

There to gather in the bounty 

That God’s Word so richly yields.   4. Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God almighty! 

       All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and 

3. For as rain and snow from heaven  sky and sea.  Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 

Water seeds in dusty soil,    mighty!  God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Causing them to bud and flower,      Public Domain LSB 507 

Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise,   8. How Great Thou Art 

Words of life and joy and peace-   O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Never void to Him returning,   Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

Bearing fruit with great increase.   I see the stars, I see the mighty thunder, 

       Thy power throughout the universe displayed; 

1. Hearken to the Lord whose coming  Refrain:, 

Marks the time when grace shall end,  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

When with His angelic reapers   How great Thou art!  How great Thou art! 

He in glory shall descend.    Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

Soon the night, the final harvest;   How great Thou art!  How great Thou art! 

Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered  2.When thro the woods and forest glades I wander, 

Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace.   I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  

   Public Domain LSB 827  When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

       And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

       Refrain 
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3. But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 10. I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in-  I know that my Redeemer lives; 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He bled and died to take away my sin;  He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

Refrain      He lives, my ever living head. 

 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of  2. He lives triumphant from the grave; 

Acclamation, And take me home, what joy  He lives eternally to save; 

shall fill my heart!  Then I shall bow in humble He lives all glorious in the sky; 

adoration, And there proclaim: “My God how He lives exalted there on high. 

Great Thou art!”   

Refrain      3. He lives to bless me with His love; 

   Public Domain LSB 801  He lives to plead for me above; 

       He lives my hungry soul to feed; 

9.  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say   He lives to help in time of need. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Come unto Me and rest;    4. He lives to grant me rich supply; 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down  He lives to guide me with His eye; 

Thy head upon my breast.”    He lives to comfort me when faint; 

I came to Jesus as I was,    He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

So weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place,   5. He lives to silence all my fears; 

And He has made me glad.    He lives to wipe away my tears; 

       He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

2.I heard the voice of Jesus say,   He lives all blessings to impart. 

“Behold, I freely give 

The living water;  thirsty one,   6.  He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend; 

Stoop down and drink and live.”   He lives and loves me to the end; 

I came to Jesus, and I drank    He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

Of that life giving stream;    He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

And now I live in Him.    7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; 

       He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

3. I heard the voice of Jesus say,   He lives my mansion to prepare; 

“I am this dark world’s light.    He lives to bring me safely there. 

Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 

And all thy day be bright.”    8. He lives, all glory to His name! 

I looked to Jesus, and I found   He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

In Him my star, my sun;    Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

And in that light of life I’ll walk   I know that my redeemer lives! 

Till traveling days are done.       Public Domain LSB 461 

  Public Domain LSB 699 
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11. In You is Gladness    12. It Is Well With My Soul (When Peace Like a River) 

In you is gladness  amid all sadness,   When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart.    When sorrows, like sea billows roll; 

By you are given the gifts of heaven,  Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

You the true Redeemer are.    It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Our souls are waking,     Refrain: It is well (It is well) with my soul (with my soul) 

Our bonds are breaking;    It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Who trusts you surely 

Has built securely;     2.  Tho Satan should buffet, though trials should come 

And stands forever.  Alleluia!   Let this blest assurance control, 

Our hearts are pining    That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

To see your shining,     and hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

Dying or living     Refrain 

To you are cleaving; 

Now and forever, Alleluia!     3.  He lives- oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

       My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

2. If he is ours, we fear no powers,   Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

Not of earth or sin or death.    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

He sees and blesses     Refrain 

In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath.   4.  And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be  

Wherefore the story     sight, The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

Tell of his glory     The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

With hearts and voices;    Even so it is well with my soul. 

All heaven rejoices     Refrain 

In him forever.  Alleluia!       Public Domain LSB 763 

We shout for gladness, 

Win over sadness,     13. Now Thank We All Our God 

Love him and praise him    Now thank we all our God 

And still shall raise him    With hearts and hands and voices, 

Glad hymns forever.  Alleluia!   Who wondrous things has done, 

  Public Domain LW 442/LSB 818  In whom His world rejoices; 

       Who from our mothers’ arms 

       Has blessed us on our way 

       With countless gifts of love 

       And still is ours today. 
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2. Oh, may this bounteous God   3. You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Through all our life be near us,   Nor the arrow that flies by day; 

With ever joyful hearts    Though thousands fall about you, 

And blessed peace to cheer us   Near you it shall not come. 

And keep us in His grace    Refrain 

And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills    4. For to His angels He’s given a command 

In this world and the next!    To guard you in all of your ways; 

       Upon their hands they will bear you up, 

1. All praise and thanks to God   Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 

The Father now be given,    Refrain 

The Son, and Him who reigns     Public Domain LSB 727 

With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God,    15. Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise 

Whom earth and heaven adore;   Thine the amen Thine the praise 

For thus it was, is now,    Alleluia angels raise 

And shall be evermore.    Thine the everlasting head 

  Public Domain LSB 895   Thine the breaking of the bread 

       Thine the glory Thine the story 

14. On Eagles’ Wings     Thine the harvest then the cup 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,  Thine the vineyard then the cup  

Who abide in His shadow for life,   is lifted up lifted up. 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge,  

My rock in whom I trust!”    2. Thine the life eternally 

       Thine the promise let there be 

Refrain And He will raise you up    Thine the vision Thine the tree 

On eagles’ wings,     All the earth on bended knee 

Bear you on the breath of dawn,   Gone the nailing gone the railing 

Make you to shine like the sun,   Gone the pleading gone the cry 

And hold you in the palm of His hand.  Gone the sighing gone the dying 

       What was loss lifted high. 

2. The snare of the fowler will 

never capture you,     3. Thine the truly thine the yes 

And famine will bring you no fear;   Thine the table we the guest 

Under His wings your refuge,   Thine the mercy all from Thee 

His faithfulness your shield.    Thine the glory yet to be 

Refrain      Then the ringing and the singing 

       Then the end of all the war 

       Thine the living Thine the loving 

       Evermore evermore. 
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4. Thine the kingdom Thine the prize  3. Lutheran women, coast to coast, 

Thine the wonderful surprise   In the Lord a might host, 

Thine the banquet then the praise   Let us all united be 

Then the justice of Thy ways   In the Holy Trinity, 

Thine the glory Thine the story   One in faith, in hope, and love, 

Then the welcome to the least   Working for the Lord above, 

Then the wonder all increasing   Till, our earthly labors done, 

at Thy feast, at Thy feast.    We in heaven shall all be one. 
         Public Domain Tune LSB 892  

5. Thine the glory in the night     Used with permission of the LWML 

No more dying only light 

Thine the river thine the tree   17. Praise, Love, Serve 

Then the Lamb eternally    (Tune: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”) 

Then the holy holy holy    1. Our God and Father made the earth, 

Celebration jubilee     And when we went astray, 

Thine the splendor thine the brightness  Our God, the Son, descended here 

only Thee only Thee.    To take our sins away. 

   Public Domain LSB 680  With His own blood He bought us. 

       He broke the bonds of sin. 

16. Lutheran Women One and All   Then God the Spirit came into 

(Tune: “Come, Ye Thankful People Come”)  Our hearts to dwell within. 

1. Lutheran women, one and all, 

We have heard the Gospel call.   2. In gratitude we pledge ourselves, 

We by faith have seen our Lord   To Him with all we have. 

Crucified and then restored.    Our hands will work; our voices sing; 

We have seen Him pay the price,   Our lips proclaim His love. 

For our sins a sacrifice.    His errands we’ll do gladly; 

Him we Lord and Christ acclaim   His Gospel we’ll defend; 

And unite to praise His name.   Our silver and our gold we’ll use 

       His Kingdom to extend. 

2. Lutheran Women, young and old,  

Well we know His challenge bold:   3. Wherever He has need of us, 

Help to take the Gospel light   We will His call obey 

To a world in darkest night,    Whenever He calls out to us, 

By example in the home,    We’ll answer right away. 

By inviting those who roam,    His will is ours that lost souls 

By our prayers for sinners lost,   Will turn away from sin 

By our gifts for missions’ cost.   And come to have eternal life 

       Through fellowship with Him. 
         Public Domain Tune LSB 361 

         Used with permission of the LWML. 
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18.  A Time to Serve    19. Blessed Be Your Name 

(Tune: “Children of the Heavenly Father”)  Blessed Be Your Name 

Jesus hears His children crying,   In the land that is plentiful 

Sees them hungry, lost and crying;   Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Who will comfort all their sorrows?   Blessed be Your name. 

Who will brighten their tomorrows? 

       2. Blessed be Your name 

1. Jesus pleads with us to reach them  When I’m found in the desert place 

With our gifts of love, and teach them  Though I walk through the wilderness 

That the kindness we are giving   Blessed be Your name. 

Is the Christian’s way of living. 

       3.Every blessing You pour out 

2. Young and old alike He’s calling,   I’ll turn back to praise 

Human grief is so appalling;    When the darkness closes in, Lord 

Since He gave His life to save us,   Still I will say: 

Let us share the lives He gave us. 

       Refrain: Blessed be the name of the Lord 

3. When we join our Savior’s service,  Blessed be Your name 

He will strengthen and preserve us;   Blessed be the name of the Lord 

He will guide our daily living,   Blessed be Your glorious name 

And He’ll bless the love we’re giving. 

       4.Blessed be Your name 

4. When we aid the poor and lonely,  When the sun’s shining down on me 

We’re not caring for them only;   When the world’s all as it should be 

When our love some suff’ring eases,  Blessed be Your name. 

We have done the same for Jesus. 

       5. Blessed be Your name 

5. Rise and follow! He will lead us;   On the road marked with suffering  

Heed the cries of those who need us!  Though there’s pain in the offering 

And when life has ended for us,   Blessed be Your name. 

Heaven’s glories lie before us. 

  Public Domain Tune LSB 725   6.Every blessing You pour out 

Robert Baden, Concordia Pub Co.  I’ll turn back to praise 

Used with permission.   When the darkness closes in, Lord 

       Still I will say:   Refrain (2x) 

 

       7.You give and take away 

       You give and take away 

       My heart will choose to say 

       Lord, blessed be Your name! 
        Beth Redman and Matt Redman 

        2002 Thankyou Music  CCLI # 11445158 
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20.  Grace Alone     2. King of all days 

Every promise we can make,   Oh, so highly exalted 

Every prayer and step of faith,   Glorious in heaven above 

Every difference we will make   Humbly You came 

Is only by His grace.     To the earth You created. 

Every mountain we will climb,   Refrain:  (2x) 

every ray of hope we shine,     Tim Hughes 

Every blessing left behind     2000 Thankyou Music   CCLI # 11445158 

Is only by His grace. 

       22.  I Love to Tell the Story 

Refrain:      I love to tell the story 

Grace alone Which God supplies,   Of unseen things above 

Strength unknown He will provide.   Of Jesus and His glory 

Christ in us, Our Cornerstone   Of Jesus and His love. 

We will go forth in grace alone.   I love to tell the story 

       Because I know ‘tis true 

2. Every soul we long to reach,   It satisfies my longings 

Every heart we hope to teach,   As nothing else can do. 

Everywhere we share His peace 

Is only by His grace.     Refrain: I love to tell the story 

Every loving word we say,    “Twill be my theme in glory 

Every tear we wipe away,    To tell the old, old story 

Every sorrow turned to praise   Of Jesus and His love. 

Is only by His grace. 

Refrain      2. I love to tell the story 

  Jeff Nelson and Scott Wesley Brown  For those who know it best 

  1998 Marantha! Music   Seem hungering and thirsting 

  CCLI #11445158    To hear it like the rest 

       And when in scenes of glory 

21.  Here I Am to Worship    I sing the new, new song   

Light of the world     “Twill be the old, old story 

You stepped down into darkness.   Refrain 

Opened my eyes, let me see.     Public Domain 

Beauty that made this heart adore You 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

Refrain:  Here I am to worship, 

Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God 

You’re altogether lovely 

Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 
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23.  In Christ Alone     24.  Jesus Paid It All 

In Christ alone my hope is found;   I hear the Savior say,  

He is my light, my strength, my song;   “Thy strength indeed is small; 

This cornerstone, this solid ground,   Child of weakness, watch and pray, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  Find in Me thine all in all.” 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  Chorus:  Jesus paid it all, 

My comforter, my all in all-    All to Him I owe; 

here in the love of Christ I stand.   Sin had left a crimson stain, 

       He washed it white as snow. 

2.  In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 

fullness of God in helpless babe!   2. Lord, now indeed I find 

This gift of love and righteousness,   Thy power and Thine alone, 

scorned by the ones He came to save.   Can change the leper’s spots 

Till on that cross as Jesus died,    And melt the heart of stone.  Chorus 

the wrath of God was satisfied; 

for every sin on Him was laid-    3. And when before the throne 

here in the death of Christ I live.    I stand in Him complete, 

       “Jesus died my soul to save” 

3.  There in the ground His body lay,   my mouth shall then repeat!  Chorus 

light of the world by darkness slain.    Alex Nifong, Elvina M Hall, John Thomas Grape 

Then bursting forth in glorious day,    2006 sixsteps music   CCLI # 11445158 

up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory,    25. Mighty to Save  

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;   Everyone needs compassion 

for I am His and He is mine-    A love that’s never failing 

bought with the precious blood of Christ.  Let mercy fall on me 

       Everyone needs forgiveness 

4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death-   The kindness of a Savior 

this is the power of Christ in me.   The hope of nations 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny.    Chorus:  Savior he can move mountains 

No power of hell, no scheme of man,   My God is mighty to save 

Can ever pluck me from His hand;   He is mighty to save 

Till He returns or calls me home-   Forever author of salvation 

here is the power of Christ I’ll stand.   He rose and conquered the grave 

  Keith Getty, Stuart Townend   Jesus conquered the grave! 
  2001 Thankyou Music 

  CCLI# 11445158 
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2. So take me as you find me    4. So, Spirit, come, put strength in every stride 

All my fears and failures     give grace for every hurdle, 

Fill my life again      that we may run with faith to win the prize 

I give my life to follow     of a servant good and faithful. 

Everything I believe in     As saints of old still line the way, 

Now I surrender .  Chorus    retelling triumphs of His grace, 

       We hear their calls and hunger for the day 

Bridge-Shine your light and    when with Christ we stand in glory. 

let the whole world see       Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

We’re singing for the glory       2005 Thankyou Music   CCLI #11445158 

of the risen king Jesus (2x) 

 Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan   27  One Thing Remains 

 2006 Hillsong Music Pub    Higher than the mountains that I face 

 CCLI # 11445158     Stronger than the power of the grave 

       Constant through the trial and the change 

26.  O Church, Arise     One thing…Remains (Repeat) 

O Church, arise, and put your armor on; 

hear the call of Christ our Captain.   Chorus:  Your love never fails, never gives up 

For now the weak can say that they are strong                  Never runs out on me. (3x) 

In the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth   2. On and on and on and on it goes 

we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;   It overwhelms and satisfies my soul 

an army bold, whose battle cry is “Love”,  And I never, ever, have to be afraid 

reaching out to those in darkness.   One thing remains 

 

2. Our call to war- to love the captive soul,  Bridge: In death, In life, I’m confident and 

but to rage against the captor;                  covered by the power of Your great love 

and with the sword that makes the wounded whole,               My debt is paid, there’s nothing that can 

we will fight with faith and valor.                 Separate my heart from your great love… 

When faced with trials on every side,     Brian Johnson, Christa Black Gifford, Jeremy Riddle 

we know the outcome is secure,     2012 ChristaJoy Music Pub     CCLI # 11445158 

and Christ will have the prize for which He died- 

an inheritance of nations. 

 

3. Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 

as the Son of God is stricken; 

then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 

for the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away 

and Christ emerges from the grave, 

this victory march continues till the day 

every eye and heart shall see Him. 
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28.  The Power of the Cross    Chorus: Holy, Holy, Holy Is the Lord God Almighty 

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day;   Who was, and is, and is to come 

Christ on the road to Calvary.    With all creation I sing: 

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, then  Praise to the King of Kings! 

Nailed to a cross of wood.    You are my everything, 

       And I will adore You!  Yeah! 

Refrain: This the power of the cross: 

Christ became sin for us.   2. Clothed in rainbows, of living color 

Took the blame, bore the wrath;  Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder 

We stand forgiven at the cross.   Blessing and honor, strength and  

       Glory and power be 

2. Oh, to see the pain written on Your face,  To You the Only Wise King,  Yeah 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin.   Chorus 

Every bitter thought, every evil deed 

Crowning Your blood-stained brow.   3. Filled with wonder, Awestruck wonder 

Refrain       At the mention of Your Name 

       Jesus, Your Name is Power 

3. Now the daylight flees;  Now the ground beneath Breath, and Living Water 

Quakes as its Master bows His head.   Such a marvelous mystery,  Yeah 

Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life-  Chorus (3x) 

“Finished!” the victory cry. 

Refrain       4. Come lift up His Name To the King of Kings 

       We will adore YOU Lord 

4. Oh, to see my name written in the wounds,    King of heaven and earth  

For through Your suffering I am free   King Jesus, King Jesus 

Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live,  Aleluya, aleluya, aleluya! 

Won through Your selfless love!    Majesty, awestruck Honor 

Refrain       And Power and Strength and Dominion 

  Keith Getty and Stuart Townend  To You Lord, 

  2005 Thankyou Music   CCLI # 11445158 To the King, to King 

       To the King of Glory. 

29.  Revelation Song       Jennie Lee Riddle 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain     2004 Gateway Create Pub 

Holy, Holy, is He       CCLI # 11445158 

Sing a new song, to Him who sits on 

Heaven’s Mercy Seat 

(Repeat 2x) 
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30.  Ten Thousand Reasons (Bless the Lord)  31. You Are My All in All 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul   You are my strength when I am weak 

Worship His holy name     You are the treasure that I seek 

Sing like never before, O my soul   You are my all in all. 

I’ll worship Your holy name    Seeking You as a precious jewel 

The sun comes up, It’s a new day dawning  Lord to give up I’d be a fool 

It’s time to sing Your song again    You are my all in all. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes  Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name 

       Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul    

Worship His holy name     Taking my sin, my cross, my shame  

Sing like never before, O my soul   Rising again, I bless Your name 

I’ll worship Your holy name    You are my all in all. 

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger  When I fall down You pick me up 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind  When I am dry You fill my cup 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing  You are my all in all. 

10,000 reasons for my heart to find    

       Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name  

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul   Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is Your name. 

Worship His holy name        Dennis Jernigan 

Sing like never before, O my soul      1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music 

I’ll worship Your holy name       CCLI # 11445158 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come  32. God Bless America 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending  While the storm clouds gather far across the sea 

10,000 years and then forever more   Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free 

       Let us all be grateful for a land so fair 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul   As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer 

Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul   God bless America, land that I love 

I’ll worship Your holy name    Stand beside her and guide her 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul   Through the night with a light from above 

Worship His holy name     From the mountains to the prairies 

Sing like never before, O my soul   To the oceans white with foam 

I’ll worship Your holy name (repeat 3x)   God bless America, My home sweet home 

       God bless America, My home sweet home. 

Sing like never before, O my soul      Irving Berlin 

I’ll worship Your holy name (Repeat 3x)      Public Domain 
  Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman 

  2011 Said and Done Music 

  CCLI # 11445158 
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33. Jesus Shall Reign  
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun  
does its successive journeys run;  
his kingdom spread from shore to shore,  
till moons shall wax and wane no more.  
 
To Jesus endless prayer be made,  
and endless praises crown his head;  
his name like sweet perfume shall rise  
with every morning sacrifice.  
 
People and realms of every tongue  
dwell on his love with sweetest song;  
and infant voices shall proclaim  
their early blessings on his name.  
 
Blessings abound where'er he reigns;  
all prisoners leap and loose their chains;  
the weary find eternal rest,  
and all who suffer want are blest.  
 
Let every creature rise and bring  
honors peculiar to our King;  
angels descend with songs again,  
and earth repeat the loud amen! 
 
 
34.  Serve the Lord with Gladness 
    (Tune: Onward Christian Soldiers) 
 Serve the Lord with gladness;  It is He alone 
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own; 
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace 
Will at last in glory, Meet us face to face. 
 
Refrain: 
Onward then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim; 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!  Glorify His 
name!” 
 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Us He gave 
command 
To proclaim His gospel Now in every land 
So that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest; 
Leading them to Jesus We can serve Him best. 
Refrain. 
 
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Is there greater 
joy? 

Than to serve the Master, Deigning to employ 
Us to build His kingdom, Angels too rejoice 
Over every sinner Brought to heed His voice. 
Refrain. 

  
 
 
35. Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
Sing Allelulia! Amen!  
Let your prayers and your praises ascend. 
Lift up your voices and sing to our Lord God, our 
Savior, our King! 
Here brought together by grace, we are gathered 
as friends in this place. 
 
Chorus: 
And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 
lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 
and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 
We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Man walked alone and in need, 
without faith, hope or promise or creed; 
wandering aimlessly lost unaware of the 
staggering cost; 
that God in his mercy would save all his people 
from death and the grave. 
 
Chorus: 
And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 
lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 
and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 
We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Lord, teach us how to proclaim 
all your goodness, your love and your name! 
Lord, teach us how to forgive, and in love, teach 
us Lord, how to live. 
Raising our voices in song, help us tell all the 
world we belong. 
 
Chorus: 
And assembled as one, in the name of the Son, 
lifting hearts, lifting hands, celebrating as friends, 
and proclaiming the Lord, all our praises afford. 
We are brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
 

 
 


