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Shipments to Baltics-OGT                                                         10,000

Scholarships                                                                              30,000 

Mission Central                                                                         10,000     

At Ease-Veterans, Military                                                        10,000     

Comfort Dog Satellite Training                                                  5,000     

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti                                                      5,000      

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska                                                   8,000     

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool                                    5,600     

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther                                                     10,000     

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine                                    7,500     

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance             1,900     

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach                          2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL  $105,000  

2016-2018 Mission Grants 

Deadline for next Echo. . . February 1, 2017
Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer • 215 South St. • Staplehurst, NE 68439
E-mail: echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org

"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold."

How Cool!
“How cool is that, Mom?”  As of the publication of this Echo, I will again be Mom to four

teenagers, three currently living in our home.  Hearing that things are “cool” (or that they are
“not cool”) is pretty much a daily occurrence at our place.  An “A” on a science test, getting in
on a great play on the football field, learning to do a new weld in the industrial tech shop, or
playing a new song in band are all cool.

As adults we have our own list of cool things. New jobs (for some new grandchildren and even
great-grandchildren), reuniting with a long-lost friend, or finding a new recipe to try for supper
may be “cool” for us. But none of these can even come close to the refreshing “cool” that our
Lord Jesus gives us.  His love is overwhelming.  He has taken away all the “not cool” sins in our

lives and replaced them with His love, shown on the cross so that we may live with Him eternally in Heaven.   
Because of God’s love we now know how to love

others. “We love because He first loved us,” (I John
4:19). Now we know of God’s great love for us as
we have become Partakers of Grace, as we
celebrated at our district convention in September.
We have a model of love that we can show to
others. Take some time and really think of the
amazing love our Lord has for us all.  Think of all
that He showers us with each day.  House, home,
food, drink, clothing shoes… Sound familiar?  We
are so blessed, but again the greatest and “coolest”
of all these is our forgiveness.   

I Peter 1:13 tells us to, “prepare your minds for
action, and being sober-minded, set you hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
When I am truly mindful of what Christ has done for me, it is hard for me not to want to tell others of His love as well.
With that telling comes some action. Making a baby blanket for a new baby at church, taking the time to hold a door
for a young mom with her hands and heart full at the grocery store, putting the three quarters I want to spend on an
afternoon pop in my Mite box, or taking some time to pray for a friend are all examples of being ready for action.   

It is my prayer, sisters, that you will be in the Word where our Lord reveals His love to us.  Get in there and reflect on
His love.  And then pray.  Pray that God would help you prepare your hearts for action with the talents and abilities He
has given you. 

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net

Lutheran        Women in Mission
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A Blessed
Convention 

What an amazing convention! Wow!
What a blessing to be part of an incredible
two days of serving and celebrating the
work God is doing in and through our
district. I was deeply humbled by the kind
and encouraging words shared by many of
you after my sermon on the Saturday of

convention. It’s one of the great blessings for me in ministry to be
able to proclaim God’s Word to you at this convention. Thank you
for your support and the encouragement that you gave to me. The
worship service was definitely one of the best I have been a part of.
To hear that whole room lifting up their praises and to see some of
the ladies hugging and holding hands to support those who were
going through tough times in their lives, knowing that all of us are
partakers of grace, is one picture that will stay with me. I look
forward to another two years of serving you on the district level.

One of the things that touched me the most was listening to
Heidi Floyd’s keynote message. I didn’t get the chance to go to her
breakout sessions on Friday night, but her message on Saturday
really spoke to me. I think it is because several years ago my mom
dealt with breast cancer. After several times of it reappearing, she
decided to have a double mastectomy. Cancer is something that
affects almost every single person in our world today. Whether we
get that news ourselfs or a family member or close friend, it is
difficult to hear. Thankfully we have a God who holds us in His
hands and takes care of us in our most difficult times. 

One of the things that Heidi shared as well was about her prayer
life and how she would use her shower time each morning to spend
time talking to God. God has been showing me more and more the
power of prayer. It continues to be a great joy to pray for people.
Each Thursday, I post on my Facebook page asking if anyone has
prayer requests. I have been so humbled by the things people have
asked me to pray about. It continues to be a great joy on Thursdays
and any other times people ask me to pray for them. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 6:18, “praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,” As we head into
this new biennium, my prayer continues to be that God would use
us, not only in helping to support the mission work through our
mites, but that God would use each of us to reach out to those
women in our pews and communities with the healing message of
Christ. Pray for the women in your congregation. Pray that they
would be strengthened in their faith. Pray for those who need
healing. Pray that God would open up opportunities to minister to
them. We have an awesome Savior who loves to spend time with us.
My prayer is that He would continue to use our district in bringing
the message of Christ to those who need to hear it. 
Rev. Brian Francik, Senior Counselor

Banner Designs
Needed

Do you enjoy
creating banners or
know of someone who
does? If so, here is an
opportunity to design
the Nebraska South
District banner for the
2017 National LWML
Convention in
Albuquerque, New
Mexico. All zones are

asked to submit ideas of banner designs for this
convention. Our banner will be carried in by President
Katy. The banner processional at an LWML convention
sets the tone for the convention as it beautifully expresses
the convention theme and highlights the God-given talents
of our districts.

Banner designs are due December 20, 2016 to Angela
Moore. The banner picture designs will be voted on at the
February 2017 Board of Directors' meeting. The
zone/person of the ‘winning’ banner design will be
responsible for making the banner. The theme “Jesus
Christ Above All” is taken from Philippians 2:9 ESV.

The banner specifications’ are:
1) Finished banner size is to be 3’x5’. Added fringe

may be longer.
2) You may NOT use the convention logo on your

banner, but do base your design on the
convention theme,“Jesus Christ Above All.” You
may use the convention colors (purple, blue &
black) or other colors as you wish. Heavy fabric or
bulky items are discouraged; the banner needs to
be relatively easy to manage when carried.

3) The district name MUST be on the front of the
banner, though it may be abbreviated. Use any size
letters you wish. Other specific details will be
shared with the chosen designer. 

Submit your color design by Tuesday, December 20, 2016
to:

Angela Moore
110 - 24.5 Rd
Shelby, NE  68662

Questions? Call (402) 366-0340 (cell) or 
email: angmoore68@hotmail.com
Angela Moore, Media & Marketing Chairman

McCook Zone Ogallala ZoneKearney Zone

Ingathering Workers

Comfort Dogs Moses & Eddie with
their handlers

Ingathering Items Packed into 
OGT Trailer

Friday night President's Cookie Reception Heidi Floyd

Lincoln Zone Seward Zone York Zone

Recap of 2016 Convention in Pictures

Interrupter Jan Struck

NE District Pres Snow, Bible Study Leader

Presidents Fees & Patti Ross

Gary Thies
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"Pajama Prayer Party" Planned
Join your fellow Christian Sisters in “Serving the Lord with Gladness” and women and children of Nebraska at the Pajama Prayer

Party (PPP)!  This "party" will be Saturday, April 22, 2017, at Peace Lutheran Church in Grand Island. This event is a joint effort being
planned by the Nebraska North and South Districts, similar to the successful "Days for Girls" event held this past April.

The goals for this event are to be blessed in the study of God’s Word, serve beside and with your sisters in Christ (and invite friends
and family who are not LWML members) to help and join in the fun, and then go home with patterns and ideas for your local society
to continue in service to the Lord and others.

We will spend the day making Pajama Sets for Bright Horizons (goal 100 sets), Pajama Sets for Lutheran Family Services (goal 150
sets), Therapy Pillow Sets for Lutheran Family Services (goal 12 sets), Therapy Snack Bags for Lutheran Family Services (goal 450 snack
sacks), and Developmental Hearts for NICUs within both districts (goal 500 hearts). 

Deaconess Jessica Feldman of Wayne and Elaine Nelson of Grand Island will be leading Bible study to spiritually nurture our souls,
while lunch will nourish our bodies.

What can you do now? Begin collecting two-yard cuts of flannel for pajama pants, one T-shirt to match each flannel cut, and items
to bring complete Hygiene Kits that day.

Boys and girls ranging from ages 0-18 are placed in foster care through Lutheran Family Services. While there is not much that we
can do to help their home situation, we can make the transition a bit easier by providing some essential items he or she may need to get
through the first couple days. Join us in collecting hygiene items for foster kids
of LFS. Complete Kits will be collected at the Pajama Prayer Party on April 22
at Peace Lutheran in Grand Island.

Items for Hygiene Kits are listed below. So pick an age for a boy or a girl, write
it on the Ziploc bag you bring the stuff in and purchase age-appropriate things
for the bag. Pre-teen and teen-age kits for boys and girls are a special need.

Note: All items should be full-sized
for either kit (not travel or hotel size).

So save the date! Please consider
helping with this PPP project and
enjoy a day of fellowship, fun and
food!

More details and registration form to
follow in the Nebraska South District
spring issue of "The Echo".  

Questions?  Contact President Katy.

• Deodorant 
• Body Spray 
• Body Wash 
• Notebook 

• Pen 
• Pencil 

• New Pair of Underwear 
• New Pair of Socks 

• Chapstick 
• Shampoo 

• Conditioner 
• Razors 

• Shaving Cream 
• Shower loofa 

(net scrubbie) 
• 2 gallon Ziploc bag 
that everything fits into

• Deodorant 
• Body Spray 
• Body Wash 
• Notebook 

• Pen 
• Pencil 

• New Pair of Underwear 
• New Pair of Socks 

• Hair Ties 
• Chapstick 

• Shampoo 
• Conditioner 

• Razors 
• Shaving Cream 
• Shower loofa 
(net scrubbie) 
• Tampons 

• Panty Liners 
• 2 gallon Ziploc bag 
that everything fits into

Boys Hygiene Kits include: Girls Hygiene Kits include:

Banners! 
Nebraska South has several banners

to share with zones and societies.
These banners were on display at the
convention in Kearney. Two of those
commemorate the 75th Anniversary
of the LWML.  Displaying them is a
great way to remind leaguers of the
special blessings God has bestowed on
us over the years.  It is also a great way

to invite members to share in those festivities in Albuquerque.
The third banner is the theme banner of the District South

Convention. The Partakers of Grace banner is also available for
display as a reminder of our God-given gifts. 

Since not all leaguers were able to attend the convention,
displaying them locally is a great way to share the information and
the beauty of the banners. 

If you would like to display any or all of them, please contact me
and we’ll make arrangements to get them to you. 

Sue Hoffschneider
suehoffschneider@gmail.com, phone: (402) 366-1137

District LWML Calendar
February 11, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emmanuel, York - BOD Meeting
April 1, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Peter’s Hampton - EC Meeting
April 22, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peace, Grand Island, Pajama Prayer Party
June 10, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Albuquerque, NM - LWML Convention
September 8, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat  

Beatrice Zone Deshler Zone Hastings Zone Holdrege ZoneFalls City Zone Grand Island Zone

Servant Event, Writing to Mission Workers

Servant Event, Sewing Baby Quilts

Servant Event, Making Hats

Servant Event, Marking Bibles

Servant Event, Making Baby Quilts

Recap of 2016 Convention in Pictures

Servant Event, Making Plastic Mats

Promoting Retreat 2017 Installation of Newly Elected Officers



Mite Boxes Needed? 
If you want NEW mite boxes or need extras, contact
District Financial Secretary Vicky Van Velson. She
can be reached by mail: 714 Stewart Avenue, North
Platte, NE 69101; or email: gvvlaw@windstream.net;
or phone: 308-530-1052.

Albuquerque...
Here We Come!

June 21-26, 2017
$300/person round trip
(and includes): Motor

coach, lodging and
gratuities

Wednesday, June 21: Bus departs from Lincoln at 7:00 a.m.,
with pickups along Interstate 80.  Exact times will follow at a later
date.

Lunch and dinner on your own and rest stops as needed en
route.

Lodging at Colorado Days Inn (6670 CO-165, Colorado City)
Thursday, June 22: Breakfast at the hotel
Bus departs hotel at 7:00 a.m. for Albuquerque and arrives at

noon; rest stop as needed en route.
Sunday, June 25: Depart from Albuquerque at close of

convention
Rest stops as needed en route.
Lodging at Colorado Clarion Hotel & Conference Center (314

W Bijou St, Colorado Springs)
Monday, June 26: Breakfast at the hotel
Bus departs hotel at 8:00 a.m. for Nebraska; lunch on your own

and rest stops as needed en route.

Your check holds your seat!
Send your $300 check to Travels
with Doris. Checks will be held
until departure time is closer. Send
to:

Travels with Doris
1794 County Road 1500
Wilber, NE 68465

Reservations are on a first-come basis. 
Don’t wait to sign up. Once the seats are filled, you’re on your

own! It’s a very reasonable price and your travels are worry free. 

Additional info:
• Motel room reservations at convention - Pauline is reserving

a block of rooms. Convention attendees MUST let her
know who you want as a roommate, do you want a
roommate, or how many people you want to a room?
Contact Pauline by phone or email.

• All bus riders will stay at the same hotel. Rooms will be
reserved for you, and you will pay for your own room when
you check in.

• Bus travel does NOT include your convention registration,
but offers amazing fellowship time with your LWML family.

If you have any questions, please contact Pauline at 402-446-
7467 or email: Ln41719@windstream.net

Pauline Niederklein, Bus Coordinator
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YWR to 2017 National
Convention

Do you know a young woman who would enjoy participating in the National
LWML Convention with other young women in Albuquerque next summer? If so,
encourage her to apply to be one of our LWML Nebraska South District Young

Women Representatives (YWR).
The selected YWRs will travel on the bus with other women from our district to the convention.

These young women will get the opportunity to spend four days at the convention with approximately 70
other young women who are passionate about serving the Lord with gladness while also forming friendships to last a lifetime! While at
the convention, they will be exposed to new ideas, inspiring speakers, and shown love by women from across the country that also have
a heart for the LWML. Finally, after the convention, these young women will come back to the district and have opportunities to share
what they have learned and create opportunities for other young women at our next district convention. The application can be found
on the LWML website: http://www.lwml.org/young-women or by contacting your society president. 

Any questions about the YWR program should be directed to Sherry Burger (sherrysue56@gmail.com or 402-365-7633) or Brianne
Stahlecker (brianne.lwml@gmail.com or 816-752-1718).

Applications should be sent via email to Brianne or by regular mail to be received no later than December 20, 2016; mail YWR
applications to:

Brianne Stahlecker, Leader Development Chair
1211 Kolterman Ave.
Seward, NE 68434

Thank You Ladies!
You made the convention a success by participating in the various Servant Events and the Ingathering. Even though 214 women and

five men registered for the Servant Events, only 135 persons attended. Following is a summary of items made or donated:

GIFTS FROM THE HEART SERVANT EVENTS
Quilts - 178 Marked Bibles - 216
Socks - 434 Knitted Hats - 30
Underwear - 378 Plastic Mats - 3 (many started)
Mercy/Health Kits - 400 Baby Quilts - 52
School Kits - 116 Letters Written to Missionaries - 28
Notebook Paper - 492 Letters Written to New Pastors - 35

Grand total of items collected for Letters Written to Vicars - 16
Gifts from the Heart = 4,454 Letters Written to Chaplain - 1

240 letters written

A total of 201 boxes of hygiene kits, school supplies, quilts, and 20 boxes of undies and socks were packed for Orphan Grain Train
(OGT). The four host zones (Beatrice, Falls City, Lincoln, and Seward) each received two boxes of ingathering items to be given to the
agencies of their choice. The Tuesday after convention, another 18 boxes of quilts and layettes were received from St. Paul Lutheran
LWML, Minden. Some of these boxes were sent to Montana and Panama.

Bob and Beth Stark of OGT Central Nebraska Branch, Grand Island, very much appreciated the number of ingathering items
donated from the convention, along with the year-round items received  from LWML ladies such as clothing, household, shoes, bedding,
etc.

Thank you to Beth and Bob Stark, the Falls City Zone ladies, and all who helped count and pack the ingathering items.
Serve the Lord with Gladness!
Janet Drake, VP Human Care

A Word of Thanks!
Dear LWML Family, 
Words seem so inadequate as I sit here trying to find the

right ones to say right now.  The level of appreciation and love
that I feel for all of you defies the tools of words.  The support,
the prayers, the willingness to serve the Lord through the
LWML…you all gave so much and made my terms as your
District President a life-changing experience.  I will treasure
those four years always.  Saying “Thank you” seems like it just

isn’t nearly enough, but I don’t know what else to say. 
The gifts of the amazing quilt and the beautiful bike (that will not be kept in the shed!), the re-written

words to the song, and the words of appreciation are all priceless gifts that I will cherish always. More treasured, though, are the
friendships that we share as we continue on the path to forever together. 

Thank you!  From the bottom of my heart…Thank you!  Take care and God bless! 
Your sister in Christ, 
Linda Fees, Past District President (2012-2016) 

Have you sent your
officer information to
VP/Communication

Kathy Anderson?
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Fall Rally Highlighs
Falls City Zone Fall Rally was held October 15 at Faith, Humboldt.
Rally theme was “Building up the Body of Christ" based on Ephesians
4:12b. Guest speaker was Donna Meyer, who gave a presentation of
her mission work in Papua, New Guinea where she served a few years
ago.  District representative was President Katy. Donations of cleaning
supplies were gathered and given to the Humboldt area SENCA
group. The registration report showed 37 members, one guest, and
three pastors present. A special offering was gathered and given to
Mission Central. (Ellen Koehler, Zone Secretary)

Grand Island Zone Rally was held October 8 at Grace, Grand Island
under the theme “Teach All Nations” from Matthew 28:19-20. The
Rev. Theodore Na Thalang of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation
Translation, a Bible-based Lutheran Literature for Missionaries and
church leaders in Southeast Asia, spoke of the work being done in
Thailand where he was born and raised a Buddhist. He gives God the
glory for using his stepfather to bring him to Christ. More than one
half of the world’s population is in Asia, making it an open mission
field.  Pastor NaThanlang said that Luther's Small Catechism and the
Children's Book of Bible Stories are in demand and used by Christian
schools and churches because it is easy to read and understand.
(Marilyn Bader, Zone President)

Hastings Zone held its Fall Rally on September 25 at Trinity, Blue
Hill. Our theme was “Reaching Out to Others.” The speakers were
Rev. Richard Boring, Rev. Salvador, and Deaconess Panchita Portillo.
Our ingathering was food products and paper products needed by
Cristo Cordero De Dios in Grand Island. (Kathryn Mousel, Zone
President)

Kearney Zone Rally was held at First, Buffalo (First, Lexington) on
October 15. Rally theme was "Count Your Blessings" from I
Corinthians 9:23.  Guest speaker was an enthusiastic Pastor Charles
Ferry, who worked in Indonesia the past two and one-half years with
his wife and five children, making it very clear we are all working
together to share God's Word whether we are in a foreign country or

in Nebraska providing support for those working around the world.
In lieu of an ingathering two offerings were taken: one for the Ferry
family and one memorial for LWML sister, Graci Gillming, who
passed away April 2016. Gillming memorial offering to be designated
by her family. New Zone President is Ann Bosshamer from Trinity,
Amherst.  (Donna King, past Zone President)

Lincoln Zone Fall Rally was held October 2 at Calvary, Lincoln
under the theme “Nourishing Body and Soul” with 60 people
attending. Michaela and Ben Akridge were the featured speakers,
sharing the ministry of the Food Fort, which uses a bus as the base of
operation in poor neighborhoods and reaches out to children with food
and friendship. Bylaws and Standing Rules changes were approved. Katy
Gifford served as the district representative. The offering was designated
for the Food Fort. (Ruth Probasco, Zone Secretary)

McCook Zone LWML Fall Retreat was held October 8 and hosted
by Zion, Imperial. The theme was “Joy in Witnessing of God’s Love”
based on Colossians 3:16. Guest speaker was Linda Fees (past NE
South President) and gave an inspiring presentation of her trips to
Russia. President Katy Gifford was our district representative.
Following a delicious meal the day was concluded with election of
officers and a new pastoral counselor. (Phyllis Bach, Zone President)

Seward Zone Fall Rally was hosted by Our Redeemer, Staplehurst on
September 25. Our theme “Salvation is ours by the grace of God” was
based on Titus 2:11-14. Guest speaker Hope Dunbar shared how she
began writing songs and as she sang a song, would give some
background on that song. An Ingathering of shampoo, conditioner,
toilet paper, combs, brushers, hand soap (bar or liquid) and canned
fruit was collected for BVCA in Seward.  (Vickie Hegeholz, Zone
President)

Deshler Zone hosted their Rally at St John, Chester on October 9.
The theme "Sent with the Good News" was based on Romans 10:15.
Pastor Brent Kuhlman from Murdock was our speaker, telling us of
his experiences in Sumatra.  A monetary donation was collected for
Pastor Charles Ferry, missionary to Indonesia.  Katy Gifford was our
district representative.

“What’s Cookin’ in the Kitchen?” 
The LWML Nebraska South District Fall Retreat is September 8-10, 2017 at the

Hotel Grand (formerly the Holiday MidTown), Grand Island. The theme “A Life of
Service - Through All Generations” has been chosen to help celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of the LWML and is based on Joshua 24:15b - “as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord”. Join with fellow LWML’ers to celebrate the Lord’s work through the
LWML - past, present and future during this retreat.

Keynote speakers following the Saturday night banquet will be our two LWML
presidents from Nebraska who served back-to-back terms: Virginia Von Seggern and
Linda Reiser. What a joy to hear from them as they share experiences and celebrate this
organization that the Lord has used to spread the Gospel and encourage women through
the years!

More information about the Retreat and registration form will be available at
www.lwmlnesouth.org and in future Echo issues. “What’s cookin’ in the Kitchen? It’s
gonna be sweet & delicious”!

Sherry Burger & Lisa Paul, Co-Chairmen 2017 Retreat

2016 Convention Elections in Review

Eileen Zentner
Vice President of Gospel Outreach

Sherry Burger 
Vice President of Servant Resources

Denise Hummel 
Recording Secretary

Yvonne Lunney 
Treasurer

Pat Moss 
Nominating Committee Chair

Betty Noffke 
Nominating Committee Member

Marcia Swan 
Nominating Committee Member

Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe 
Junior Pastoral Counselor

GOAL of
$105,000

Our new Mission Grant Goal
for 2016-2018 biennium is
$105,000!

To learn more about our
district's Mission Grants go to
our LWML district website:
lwmlnesouth.homestead.com.
On the main page is a tab for Mission Grants. On that page
you can click on “Learn more about our current Mission
Grants.” There you will find summaries about each grant. You
can use the summaries as part of your society meetings to
encourage everyone to use their mite boxes. These summaries
can also be shared with your congregation as bulletin inserts to
help others become aware of the missions LWML supports.

Please remember to support these missions with your mites
and prayers.

Eileen Zentner, VP Gospel Outreach

A Note of Thanks
Orphan Grain Train (Central Nebraska Branch,

Grand Island) extends a BIG thank you to all the
LWML delegates who voted for the "2016 Two
Shipments to the Baltics for Pastor John Reehl" mission
grant. May God richly bless the recipients of these items
and the spreading of His Gospel message!

Beth Stark
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schools and churches because it is easy to read and understand.
(Marilyn Bader, Zone President)

Hastings Zone held its Fall Rally on September 25 at Trinity, Blue
Hill. Our theme was “Reaching Out to Others.” The speakers were
Rev. Richard Boring, Rev. Salvador, and Deaconess Panchita Portillo.
Our ingathering was food products and paper products needed by
Cristo Cordero De Dios in Grand Island. (Kathryn Mousel, Zone
President)

Kearney Zone Rally was held at First, Buffalo (First, Lexington) on
October 15. Rally theme was "Count Your Blessings" from I
Corinthians 9:23.  Guest speaker was an enthusiastic Pastor Charles
Ferry, who worked in Indonesia the past two and one-half years with
his wife and five children, making it very clear we are all working
together to share God's Word whether we are in a foreign country or

in Nebraska providing support for those working around the world.
In lieu of an ingathering two offerings were taken: one for the Ferry
family and one memorial for LWML sister, Graci Gillming, who
passed away April 2016. Gillming memorial offering to be designated
by her family. New Zone President is Ann Bosshamer from Trinity,
Amherst.  (Donna King, past Zone President)

Lincoln Zone Fall Rally was held October 2 at Calvary, Lincoln
under the theme “Nourishing Body and Soul” with 60 people
attending. Michaela and Ben Akridge were the featured speakers,
sharing the ministry of the Food Fort, which uses a bus as the base of
operation in poor neighborhoods and reaches out to children with food
and friendship. Bylaws and Standing Rules changes were approved. Katy
Gifford served as the district representative. The offering was designated
for the Food Fort. (Ruth Probasco, Zone Secretary)

McCook Zone LWML Fall Retreat was held October 8 and hosted
by Zion, Imperial. The theme was “Joy in Witnessing of God’s Love”
based on Colossians 3:16. Guest speaker was Linda Fees (past NE
South President) and gave an inspiring presentation of her trips to
Russia. President Katy Gifford was our district representative.
Following a delicious meal the day was concluded with election of
officers and a new pastoral counselor. (Phyllis Bach, Zone President)

Seward Zone Fall Rally was hosted by Our Redeemer, Staplehurst on
September 25. Our theme “Salvation is ours by the grace of God” was
based on Titus 2:11-14. Guest speaker Hope Dunbar shared how she
began writing songs and as she sang a song, would give some
background on that song. An Ingathering of shampoo, conditioner,
toilet paper, combs, brushers, hand soap (bar or liquid) and canned
fruit was collected for BVCA in Seward.  (Vickie Hegeholz, Zone
President)

Deshler Zone hosted their Rally at St John, Chester on October 9.
The theme "Sent with the Good News" was based on Romans 10:15.
Pastor Brent Kuhlman from Murdock was our speaker, telling us of
his experiences in Sumatra.  A monetary donation was collected for
Pastor Charles Ferry, missionary to Indonesia.  Katy Gifford was our
district representative.

“What’s Cookin’ in the Kitchen?” 
The LWML Nebraska South District Fall Retreat is September 8-10, 2017 at the

Hotel Grand (formerly the Holiday MidTown), Grand Island. The theme “A Life of
Service - Through All Generations” has been chosen to help celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of the LWML and is based on Joshua 24:15b - “as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord”. Join with fellow LWML’ers to celebrate the Lord’s work through the
LWML - past, present and future during this retreat.

Keynote speakers following the Saturday night banquet will be our two LWML
presidents from Nebraska who served back-to-back terms: Virginia Von Seggern and
Linda Reiser. What a joy to hear from them as they share experiences and celebrate this
organization that the Lord has used to spread the Gospel and encourage women through
the years!

More information about the Retreat and registration form will be available at
www.lwmlnesouth.org and in future Echo issues. “What’s cookin’ in the Kitchen? It’s
gonna be sweet & delicious”!

Sherry Burger & Lisa Paul, Co-Chairmen 2017 Retreat

2016 Convention Elections in Review

Eileen Zentner
Vice President of Gospel Outreach

Sherry Burger 
Vice President of Servant Resources

Denise Hummel 
Recording Secretary

Yvonne Lunney 
Treasurer

Pat Moss 
Nominating Committee Chair

Betty Noffke 
Nominating Committee Member

Marcia Swan 
Nominating Committee Member

Rev. Andrew Ratcliffe 
Junior Pastoral Counselor

GOAL of
$105,000

Our new Mission Grant Goal
for 2016-2018 biennium is
$105,000!

To learn more about our
district's Mission Grants go to
our LWML district website:
lwmlnesouth.homestead.com.
On the main page is a tab for Mission Grants. On that page
you can click on “Learn more about our current Mission
Grants.” There you will find summaries about each grant. You
can use the summaries as part of your society meetings to
encourage everyone to use their mite boxes. These summaries
can also be shared with your congregation as bulletin inserts to
help others become aware of the missions LWML supports.

Please remember to support these missions with your mites
and prayers.

Eileen Zentner, VP Gospel Outreach

A Note of Thanks
Orphan Grain Train (Central Nebraska Branch,

Grand Island) extends a BIG thank you to all the
LWML delegates who voted for the "2016 Two
Shipments to the Baltics for Pastor John Reehl" mission
grant. May God richly bless the recipients of these items
and the spreading of His Gospel message!

Beth Stark



Mite Boxes Needed? 
If you want NEW mite boxes or need extras, contact
District Financial Secretary Vicky Van Velson. She
can be reached by mail: 714 Stewart Avenue, North
Platte, NE 69101; or email: gvvlaw@windstream.net;
or phone: 308-530-1052.

Albuquerque...
Here We Come!

June 21-26, 2017
$300/person round trip
(and includes): Motor

coach, lodging and
gratuities

Wednesday, June 21: Bus departs from Lincoln at 7:00 a.m.,
with pickups along Interstate 80.  Exact times will follow at a later
date.

Lunch and dinner on your own and rest stops as needed en
route.

Lodging at Colorado Days Inn (6670 CO-165, Colorado City)
Thursday, June 22: Breakfast at the hotel
Bus departs hotel at 7:00 a.m. for Albuquerque and arrives at

noon; rest stop as needed en route.
Sunday, June 25: Depart from Albuquerque at close of

convention
Rest stops as needed en route.
Lodging at Colorado Clarion Hotel & Conference Center (314

W Bijou St, Colorado Springs)
Monday, June 26: Breakfast at the hotel
Bus departs hotel at 8:00 a.m. for Nebraska; lunch on your own

and rest stops as needed en route.

Your check holds your seat!
Send your $300 check to Travels
with Doris. Checks will be held
until departure time is closer. Send
to:

Travels with Doris
1794 County Road 1500
Wilber, NE 68465

Reservations are on a first-come basis. 
Don’t wait to sign up. Once the seats are filled, you’re on your

own! It’s a very reasonable price and your travels are worry free. 

Additional info:
• Motel room reservations at convention - Pauline is reserving

a block of rooms. Convention attendees MUST let her
know who you want as a roommate, do you want a
roommate, or how many people you want to a room?
Contact Pauline by phone or email.

• All bus riders will stay at the same hotel. Rooms will be
reserved for you, and you will pay for your own room when
you check in.

• Bus travel does NOT include your convention registration,
but offers amazing fellowship time with your LWML family.

If you have any questions, please contact Pauline at 402-446-
7467 or email: Ln41719@windstream.net

Pauline Niederklein, Bus Coordinator
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YWR to 2017 National
Convention

Do you know a young woman who would enjoy participating in the National
LWML Convention with other young women in Albuquerque next summer? If so,
encourage her to apply to be one of our LWML Nebraska South District Young

Women Representatives (YWR).
The selected YWRs will travel on the bus with other women from our district to the convention.

These young women will get the opportunity to spend four days at the convention with approximately 70
other young women who are passionate about serving the Lord with gladness while also forming friendships to last a lifetime! While at
the convention, they will be exposed to new ideas, inspiring speakers, and shown love by women from across the country that also have
a heart for the LWML. Finally, after the convention, these young women will come back to the district and have opportunities to share
what they have learned and create opportunities for other young women at our next district convention. The application can be found
on the LWML website: http://www.lwml.org/young-women or by contacting your society president. 

Any questions about the YWR program should be directed to Sherry Burger (sherrysue56@gmail.com or 402-365-7633) or Brianne
Stahlecker (brianne.lwml@gmail.com or 816-752-1718).

Applications should be sent via email to Brianne or by regular mail to be received no later than December 20, 2016; mail YWR
applications to:

Brianne Stahlecker, Leader Development Chair
1211 Kolterman Ave.
Seward, NE 68434

Thank You Ladies!
You made the convention a success by participating in the various Servant Events and the Ingathering. Even though 214 women and

five men registered for the Servant Events, only 135 persons attended. Following is a summary of items made or donated:

GIFTS FROM THE HEART SERVANT EVENTS
Quilts - 178 Marked Bibles - 216
Socks - 434 Knitted Hats - 30
Underwear - 378 Plastic Mats - 3 (many started)
Mercy/Health Kits - 400 Baby Quilts - 52
School Kits - 116 Letters Written to Missionaries - 28
Notebook Paper - 492 Letters Written to New Pastors - 35

Grand total of items collected for Letters Written to Vicars - 16
Gifts from the Heart = 4,454 Letters Written to Chaplain - 1

240 letters written

A total of 201 boxes of hygiene kits, school supplies, quilts, and 20 boxes of undies and socks were packed for Orphan Grain Train
(OGT). The four host zones (Beatrice, Falls City, Lincoln, and Seward) each received two boxes of ingathering items to be given to the
agencies of their choice. The Tuesday after convention, another 18 boxes of quilts and layettes were received from St. Paul Lutheran
LWML, Minden. Some of these boxes were sent to Montana and Panama.

Bob and Beth Stark of OGT Central Nebraska Branch, Grand Island, very much appreciated the number of ingathering items
donated from the convention, along with the year-round items received  from LWML ladies such as clothing, household, shoes, bedding,
etc.

Thank you to Beth and Bob Stark, the Falls City Zone ladies, and all who helped count and pack the ingathering items.
Serve the Lord with Gladness!
Janet Drake, VP Human Care

A Word of Thanks!
Dear LWML Family, 
Words seem so inadequate as I sit here trying to find the

right ones to say right now.  The level of appreciation and love
that I feel for all of you defies the tools of words.  The support,
the prayers, the willingness to serve the Lord through the
LWML…you all gave so much and made my terms as your
District President a life-changing experience.  I will treasure
those four years always.  Saying “Thank you” seems like it just

isn’t nearly enough, but I don’t know what else to say. 
The gifts of the amazing quilt and the beautiful bike (that will not be kept in the shed!), the re-written

words to the song, and the words of appreciation are all priceless gifts that I will cherish always. More treasured, though, are the
friendships that we share as we continue on the path to forever together. 

Thank you!  From the bottom of my heart…Thank you!  Take care and God bless! 
Your sister in Christ, 
Linda Fees, Past District President (2012-2016) 

Have you sent your
officer information to
VP/Communication

Kathy Anderson?
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"Pajama Prayer Party" Planned
Join your fellow Christian Sisters in “Serving the Lord with Gladness” and women and children of Nebraska at the Pajama Prayer

Party (PPP)!  This "party" will be Saturday, April 22, 2017, at Peace Lutheran Church in Grand Island. This event is a joint effort being
planned by the Nebraska North and South Districts, similar to the successful "Days for Girls" event held this past April.

The goals for this event are to be blessed in the study of God’s Word, serve beside and with your sisters in Christ (and invite friends
and family who are not LWML members) to help and join in the fun, and then go home with patterns and ideas for your local society
to continue in service to the Lord and others.

We will spend the day making Pajama Sets for Bright Horizons (goal 100 sets), Pajama Sets for Lutheran Family Services (goal 150
sets), Therapy Pillow Sets for Lutheran Family Services (goal 12 sets), Therapy Snack Bags for Lutheran Family Services (goal 450 snack
sacks), and Developmental Hearts for NICUs within both districts (goal 500 hearts). 

Deaconess Jessica Feldman of Wayne and Elaine Nelson of Grand Island will be leading Bible study to spiritually nurture our souls,
while lunch will nourish our bodies.

What can you do now? Begin collecting two-yard cuts of flannel for pajama pants, one T-shirt to match each flannel cut, and items
to bring complete Hygiene Kits that day.

Boys and girls ranging from ages 0-18 are placed in foster care through Lutheran Family Services. While there is not much that we
can do to help their home situation, we can make the transition a bit easier by providing some essential items he or she may need to get
through the first couple days. Join us in collecting hygiene items for foster kids
of LFS. Complete Kits will be collected at the Pajama Prayer Party on April 22
at Peace Lutheran in Grand Island.

Items for Hygiene Kits are listed below. So pick an age for a boy or a girl, write
it on the Ziploc bag you bring the stuff in and purchase age-appropriate things
for the bag. Pre-teen and teen-age kits for boys and girls are a special need.

Note: All items should be full-sized
for either kit (not travel or hotel size).

So save the date! Please consider
helping with this PPP project and
enjoy a day of fellowship, fun and
food!

More details and registration form to
follow in the Nebraska South District
spring issue of "The Echo".  

Questions?  Contact President Katy.

• Deodorant 
• Body Spray 
• Body Wash 
• Notebook 

• Pen 
• Pencil 

• New Pair of Underwear 
• New Pair of Socks 

• Chapstick 
• Shampoo 

• Conditioner 
• Razors 

• Shaving Cream 
• Shower loofa 

(net scrubbie) 
• 2 gallon Ziploc bag 
that everything fits into

• Deodorant 
• Body Spray 
• Body Wash 
• Notebook 

• Pen 
• Pencil 

• New Pair of Underwear 
• New Pair of Socks 

• Hair Ties 
• Chapstick 

• Shampoo 
• Conditioner 

• Razors 
• Shaving Cream 
• Shower loofa 
(net scrubbie) 
• Tampons 

• Panty Liners 
• 2 gallon Ziploc bag 
that everything fits into

Boys Hygiene Kits include: Girls Hygiene Kits include:

Banners! 
Nebraska South has several banners

to share with zones and societies.
These banners were on display at the
convention in Kearney. Two of those
commemorate the 75th Anniversary
of the LWML.  Displaying them is a
great way to remind leaguers of the
special blessings God has bestowed on
us over the years.  It is also a great way

to invite members to share in those festivities in Albuquerque.
The third banner is the theme banner of the District South

Convention. The Partakers of Grace banner is also available for
display as a reminder of our God-given gifts. 

Since not all leaguers were able to attend the convention,
displaying them locally is a great way to share the information and
the beauty of the banners. 

If you would like to display any or all of them, please contact me
and we’ll make arrangements to get them to you. 

Sue Hoffschneider
suehoffschneider@gmail.com, phone: (402) 366-1137

District LWML Calendar
February 11, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emmanuel, York - BOD Meeting
April 1, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Peter’s Hampton - EC Meeting
April 22, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peace, Grand Island, Pajama Prayer Party
June 10, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TBA - BOD Meeting
June 22-25, 2017. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Albuquerque, NM - LWML Convention
September 8, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hotel Grand, Grand Island - EC Meeting
September 8-10, 2017 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hotel Grand, Grand Island - District Retreat  

Beatrice Zone Deshler Zone Hastings Zone Holdrege ZoneFalls City Zone Grand Island Zone

Servant Event, Writing to Mission Workers

Servant Event, Sewing Baby Quilts

Servant Event, Making Hats

Servant Event, Marking Bibles

Servant Event, Making Baby Quilts

Recap of 2016 Convention in Pictures

Servant Event, Making Plastic Mats

Promoting Retreat 2017 Installation of Newly Elected Officers
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A Blessed
Convention 

What an amazing convention! Wow!
What a blessing to be part of an incredible
two days of serving and celebrating the
work God is doing in and through our
district. I was deeply humbled by the kind
and encouraging words shared by many of
you after my sermon on the Saturday of

convention. It’s one of the great blessings for me in ministry to be
able to proclaim God’s Word to you at this convention. Thank you
for your support and the encouragement that you gave to me. The
worship service was definitely one of the best I have been a part of.
To hear that whole room lifting up their praises and to see some of
the ladies hugging and holding hands to support those who were
going through tough times in their lives, knowing that all of us are
partakers of grace, is one picture that will stay with me. I look
forward to another two years of serving you on the district level.

One of the things that touched me the most was listening to
Heidi Floyd’s keynote message. I didn’t get the chance to go to her
breakout sessions on Friday night, but her message on Saturday
really spoke to me. I think it is because several years ago my mom
dealt with breast cancer. After several times of it reappearing, she
decided to have a double mastectomy. Cancer is something that
affects almost every single person in our world today. Whether we
get that news ourselfs or a family member or close friend, it is
difficult to hear. Thankfully we have a God who holds us in His
hands and takes care of us in our most difficult times. 

One of the things that Heidi shared as well was about her prayer
life and how she would use her shower time each morning to spend
time talking to God. God has been showing me more and more the
power of prayer. It continues to be a great joy to pray for people.
Each Thursday, I post on my Facebook page asking if anyone has
prayer requests. I have been so humbled by the things people have
asked me to pray about. It continues to be a great joy on Thursdays
and any other times people ask me to pray for them. 

Paul writes in Ephesians 6:18, “praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,” As we head into
this new biennium, my prayer continues to be that God would use
us, not only in helping to support the mission work through our
mites, but that God would use each of us to reach out to those
women in our pews and communities with the healing message of
Christ. Pray for the women in your congregation. Pray that they
would be strengthened in their faith. Pray for those who need
healing. Pray that God would open up opportunities to minister to
them. We have an awesome Savior who loves to spend time with us.
My prayer is that He would continue to use our district in bringing
the message of Christ to those who need to hear it. 
Rev. Brian Francik, Senior Counselor

Banner Designs
Needed

Do you enjoy
creating banners or
know of someone who
does? If so, here is an
opportunity to design
the Nebraska South
District banner for the
2017 National LWML
Convention in
Albuquerque, New
Mexico. All zones are

asked to submit ideas of banner designs for this
convention. Our banner will be carried in by President
Katy. The banner processional at an LWML convention
sets the tone for the convention as it beautifully expresses
the convention theme and highlights the God-given talents
of our districts.

Banner designs are due December 20, 2016 to Angela
Moore. The banner picture designs will be voted on at the
February 2017 Board of Directors' meeting. The
zone/person of the ‘winning’ banner design will be
responsible for making the banner. The theme “Jesus
Christ Above All” is taken from Philippians 2:9 ESV.

The banner specifications’ are:
1) Finished banner size is to be 3’x5’. Added fringe

may be longer.
2) You may NOT use the convention logo on your

banner, but do base your design on the
convention theme,“Jesus Christ Above All.” You
may use the convention colors (purple, blue &
black) or other colors as you wish. Heavy fabric or
bulky items are discouraged; the banner needs to
be relatively easy to manage when carried.

3) The district name MUST be on the front of the
banner, though it may be abbreviated. Use any size
letters you wish. Other specific details will be
shared with the chosen designer. 

Submit your color design by Tuesday, December 20, 2016
to:

Angela Moore
110 - 24.5 Rd
Shelby, NE  68662

Questions? Call (402) 366-0340 (cell) or 
email: angmoore68@hotmail.com
Angela Moore, Media & Marketing Chairman

McCook Zone Ogallala ZoneKearney Zone

Ingathering Workers

Comfort Dogs Moses & Eddie with
their handlers

Ingathering Items Packed into 
OGT Trailer

Friday night President's Cookie Reception Heidi Floyd

Lincoln Zone Seward Zone York Zone

Recap of 2016 Convention in Pictures

Interrupter Jan Struck

NE District Pres Snow, Bible Study Leader

Presidents Fees & Patti Ross

Gary Thies
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Shipments to Baltics-OGT                                                         10,000

Scholarships                                                                              30,000 

Mission Central                                                                         10,000     

At Ease-Veterans, Military                                                        10,000     

Comfort Dog Satellite Training                                                  5,000     

Trinity/HOPE Meals for Haiti                                                      5,000      

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska                                                   8,000     

Tuition Assistance-Winnebago Preschool                                    5,600     

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther                                                     10,000     

Lutheran Books for Children of Ukraine                                    7,500     

NE District Elementary & Secondary Tuition Assistance             1,900     

YWR - Lincoln Lutheran Community Outreach                          2,000 

2016-2018 TOTAL MISSION GOAL  $105,000  

2016-2018 Mission Grants 

Deadline for next Echo. . . February 1, 2017
Please send news from your society to: 

Linda Hammer • 215 South St. • Staplehurst, NE 68439
E-mail: echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org

"Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold."

How Cool!
“How cool is that, Mom?”  As of the publication of this Echo, I will again be Mom to four

teenagers, three currently living in our home.  Hearing that things are “cool” (or that they are
“not cool”) is pretty much a daily occurrence at our place.  An “A” on a science test, getting in
on a great play on the football field, learning to do a new weld in the industrial tech shop, or
playing a new song in band are all cool.

As adults we have our own list of cool things. New jobs (for some new grandchildren and even
great-grandchildren), reuniting with a long-lost friend, or finding a new recipe to try for supper
may be “cool” for us. But none of these can even come close to the refreshing “cool” that our
Lord Jesus gives us.  His love is overwhelming.  He has taken away all the “not cool” sins in our

lives and replaced them with His love, shown on the cross so that we may live with Him eternally in Heaven.   
Because of God’s love we now know how to love

others. “We love because He first loved us,” (I John
4:19). Now we know of God’s great love for us as
we have become Partakers of Grace, as we
celebrated at our district convention in September.
We have a model of love that we can show to
others. Take some time and really think of the
amazing love our Lord has for us all.  Think of all
that He showers us with each day.  House, home,
food, drink, clothing shoes… Sound familiar?  We
are so blessed, but again the greatest and “coolest”
of all these is our forgiveness.   

I Peter 1:13 tells us to, “prepare your minds for
action, and being sober-minded, set you hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
When I am truly mindful of what Christ has done for me, it is hard for me not to want to tell others of His love as well.
With that telling comes some action. Making a baby blanket for a new baby at church, taking the time to hold a door
for a young mom with her hands and heart full at the grocery store, putting the three quarters I want to spend on an
afternoon pop in my Mite box, or taking some time to pray for a friend are all examples of being ready for action.   

It is my prayer, sisters, that you will be in the Word where our Lord reveals His love to us.  Get in there and reflect on
His love.  And then pray.  Pray that God would help you prepare your hearts for action with the talents and abilities He
has given you. 

Katy Gifford
402-245-4618 (Home) or 402-360-1503 (Cell)
blessings@sentco.net

Lutheran        Women in Mission

QUARTERLY
ECHO

President Katy with past Nebraska South District Presidents
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