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Amount PAID

Nebraska South LWML Scholarships 32,000    16,000

2015 Orphan Train Shipment to the Baltics 10,000 10,000

Mercy Meals of SW Nebraska 16,000    16,000

Trinity/HOPE 5,000 5,000   

His Kids Camp/Camp Luther 8,000 8,000 

Training Evangelists for the Vietnam Lutheran Church 7,000 7,000

Evangelism Materials in the Russian Language 5,382           5,382

Concordia Theological Seminary, Food & Clothing Co-op 5,000 5,000  

Lutheran Braille Workers’ Lutheran Library for the Blind               5,000 5,000

Human Care/Gospel Outreach Muslim Immigrants-Lincoln 5,000 5,000 

YWR project 1,618 1,618

2014-2016 TOTAL MISSION GOAL $100,000  $84,000

2014-2016 Mission Grants

Deadline for next Echo. . . August 1, 2016
Please send news from your society to: 

Karen Christner • PO Box 321 • Wauneta, NE 69045-0321
E-mail: echoeditor@lwmlnesouth.org

“We consecrate to our Savior...our silver and our
gold to extend His Kingdom”

Convention 2016
I am so excited that I don’t know where to begin in telling you

about our plans for the 2016 convention! “Partakers of Grace” is our
theme. The photos and bios of our speakers are inside this edition,
as well as the rest of the information about our district’s big event.

We are thrilled to have our LWML President, Patti Ross, come to
our convention. What an honor to have her here! We are also
honored to have our NE District LC-MS President, Richard Snow,

lead us in Bible Study. Gary Theis will tell us about missions all over the world. Heidi Floyd
will be our Keynote Speaker and will tell us about her miracle. Jan Struck will keep us
laughing throughout the day and will also be our Saturday night banquet speaker. Karen
Reynolds will be our song leader. Nancy Harders and Don Moeller will have Moses and
Eddie (Comfort Dogs) there on Friday evening. There will be a Convention Choir, Servant
Events, Worship with Communion, plus the election of our new officers and the selection
of our new Mission Grants. The worshipping and fellowship both promise to be a blessing to all that attend!
Please look this over and get excited with me about September 16-17, 2016! Mark the dates on your calendar, send in your

registration form and then invite your friends to come along with you, too! I look forward to seeing you at our convention!
My term of being your district president will be over when the convention is over. The time has gone by so quickly and

I will always treasure this time in my life. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!

Serving with humility and joy as your district president,

Linda Fees
308-457-3303 (H) or 308-627-6143 (C)
kfees@kearney.net or digital.linda@gmail.com
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Can you spell
Albuquerque?

Yes, the plan was for our 2017 LWML
Convention to be in Salt Lake City, but there
were a few circumstances that caused the
convention to be changed to Albuquerque,
New Mexico. The travel time is almost the
same as what it would have been to SLC, but
now our destination is Albuquerque! Mark the
dates on your 2017 calendar for June 22-25,
2017 to go to Albuquerque. Watch for news
about traveling via bus in a future edition of
“The ECHO”!

2017 Retreat Plans
Plans have begun for the 2017 LWML Nebraska South Fall
Retreat, September 8-10 at the Midtown Holiday Inn, Grand
Island, NE. The theme will be “A Life of Service - Through All
Generations” based on Joshua 24:15b ”But as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord”. The weekend will be an
emphasis on the 75th anniversary of the LWML, seeking to
celebrate the past, focus on the present and look toward the
future. More information will be available at the district
convention. Please join us, won’t you?



When Things Change
Yes, I know I used that evil word “CHANGE”. Many people do not like change. Many people within the

church do not like change. Too often we fall back on the line “We have always done it this way”. I am not
suggesting that things should just change for the sake of change. However, there are times when things just
change and change is not always bad. Every second of every day something changes. The time changes, the
day changes, the weather changes. It is understandable in a world of constant change why we might be
opposed to change within the church.

As you all know by now the LWML plans for our national convention changed for next year. We had been
gearing up to go to Salt Lake City and shine the light of Jesus in the midst of the Mormons. God had other

ideas though. Now we are headed to Albuquerque New Mexico. It reminds me a little of what happened to Paul in Acts 16. Paul
and Silas and Timothy had plans and expectations to go to certain places to spread the Gospel. Their plans changed though. God
had other ideas. Acts 16:7-8 says, “and when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas”. We have no explanation of why the Holy Spirit prevented them
from going into Bithynia. God doesn’t always reveal why He does what He does. We are simply called to trust and be faithful and
that is exactly what Paul and Silas and Timothy did. They went to another area and spread the Gospel.  

We don’t fully know the reasons why things fell through in Salt Lake City, but God has led us to go to Albuquerque New Mexico
and what He desires is that we are faithful in shining the light of Jesus and showing His love to the people we come into contact
with. Change is not always fun and sometimes it is really hard, especially when it involves a health challenge, a family breakup, a
loss of a job. In the midst of change we have the promise “that for those who love God all things work together for good”. (Romans 8:28)
Better still, in the midst of our change, our Lord Jesus will be with us and walk with us through it all.

Rev. Brian Francik

“Go Ye Therefore--”
“Go ye therefore, into all nations“. Matt.28:19 has been my theme for the Special Gifts Fund the past four years. And wow, have we been

blessed with generous donations! Your donations have enabled us to support those who wish to carry God’s word into foreign lands.
In the past few months, SGF has funded Grants totaling over $7000. The following is a list of those who received funds:
A group of 10 students from Concordia University will be traveling to Guatemala. This mission trip is focused on outreach to the

community. While there, the students will be working with the youth in the Lake Amatitian area, leading Bible studies and music ministry.
Another young lady will be traveling to a remote village in Alaska to teach Vacation Bible School with a team from Lutheran Indian

Ministries. She says many villages in Alaska can only be reached by plane or boat. The children there are so excited to learn Bible
lessons, sing songs and make crafts.
A brother and sister team will be traveling to Hong Kong for a 10 day trip with a mission team from Zion Lutheran Church, Omaha.

While there, they will assist the Hong Kong Lutheran Schools with their annual Vacation Bible School. The mission field is huge in
Hong Kong and more volunteers are needed to help their Lutheran Schools. 
Two young women requested funds as they plan to travel to Belize where they will do workshops for educators at secondary schools.

Both of these young ladies are teachers. This is the second year they will be working in Belize for a week in July. There is no separation
of Church and State there. So they are able to open each day with a devotion and singing.

Funds were approved for the NE South District Convention, to be held in Kearney in September. This money will be used to
purchase Spanish/English Bibles and other supplies for the Convention Servant Events.
What a blessing the Special Gifts Fund has been for those who are working to spread the Gospel to other lands. Thanks to generous

endowments, memorials and honorariums, the Fund continues to grow and flourish. All praise be to God!

Special Gifts Fund Committee 
Marlene Knoerzer, Chairman
Barb Batie, Vicki Van Velson
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District LWML Calendar
June 11, 2016. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Holy Cross, Kearney - BOD Meeting
September 16, 2016. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Younes Center, Kearney - Pre-Convention BOD Meeting
September 16-17, 2016. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Younes Center, Kearney - District Convention
October 1, 2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christ, Juniata - Transition/EC Meeting

GENERAL REGISTRATION FORM 
(Delegates/Voting Members Use a Specific Form) 

 

Partakers of Grace  (Philippians 1:7b) 
LWML Nebraska South District Convention – September 16-17, 2016 
Younes Conference Center – Kearney, Nebraska 
 

Registration deadline is August 1 (postmark); no refunds after this date. 

Please TYPE or PRINT clearly using black or blue ink: 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address___________________________________________________ 

(City ST Zip)______________________________________________________ 

Phone (_____)__________________ Email_____________________________ 

Society_____________________________ Zone________________________ 

Church/City______________________________________________________ 

NOTE #1:  Friday meals AND Saturday breakfast are on your own! 
 

Convention Registration Fee ($45) $_________ 
 Includes cost of speakers, manuals, etc. 
OR 
Reg Fee for First-Timer Attendee* ($35) $_________ 
 *First time ever attending LWML Nebraska South District Convention) 

Saturday Noon Meal/Buffet ($15) $_________ 

Saturday Evening Meal/Buffet ($18) $_________ 
Special needs (include diet):___________________________________________________________________________ 

Total payment DUE with this form: $_________ 
Make check payable to:     LWML Nebraska South District Convention 

Please send your payment and registration by August 1 (postmark) to: 
 LWML NE South District Conv 
 Linda Hammer, 215 South St, Staplehurst, NE 68439 
No refund after the August 1 (postmark) deadline. 

Questions?  Contact Linda at l_hammer@hotmail.com or 515-570-0389. 

NOTE #2:  Housing AND meal info may be found in the Summer issue of “The ECHO”. 
    Please keep a copy of this form for your records. 

Friday Servant Events – please mark your top three choices with #1, #2, and #3.  See “The ECHO” for more details! 
____ Write to Missionaries/1st-year Pastors  ____ Tie Baby Quilts ____ Mark Spanish Bibles 
____ Make Plastic Mats from grocery bags 
____ Make Hats/Caps from yarn using a special loom 

____ I am willing to bring and operate a sewing machine 
         or serger for the Baby Quilts. 

I want to sing in the Convention Choir 
Choir practice is Friday at 6:00 pm 
 Yes ______ No _____ 
if Yes – Alto _____ Soprano _____ 

I am Attending Convention as: 
(mark ONE) 

_____ LWML Member (non-delegate) 

_____ First Timer* (at a Convention) 

_____ Official Young Woman Rep 
 (YWRs) 

_____ Delegate Alternate 

_____ Exhibitor 

_____ Guest 

_____ Teen LWML (no reg. fee) 

_____ Pastor (no reg. fee) 

OFFICE USE: Date Rec’d_________  
Amt Paid_________ Amt Due__________ 
Verif Email________ Called_____________ 
Notes: 
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FRIDAY SERVANT EVENTS:

Mark your top 3 choices on  your registration form. Register early to
get your event(s).

1. Tying Baby Quilts: Items to bring: quilt tops 44”x36” - 44”x54”
- batting, scissors, darning needles and sewing machines.
2. Marking Bibles (Spanish/English parallel)
3. Writing to Missionaries and First Year Pastors: Writing tablets,
notecards and envelopes are provided. Individuals that select this
event will be responsible for postage and to mail their letters.
4. Making Plastic Mats: Items to bring are “Q” crochet hook,
scissors and plastic bags.
5. Making Hats/Caps From Yarn Using a Special Loom: Items to
bring are: Knitty Knitter round loom set or a classic knit hat loom.
It is available at Walmart or Hobby Lobby. The committee is
focusing on using the round looms as sold in a large or small kit.
Individuals may bring yarn. However, yarn and instructions will be
provided by the district.

Serve the Lord with Gladness!
Janet Drake, VP Human Care
Brenda Rasmussen, Human Care Chairman
Pauline Neiderklein, Human Care Member

“GIFTS FROM THE HEART”
INGATHERING

1. Mercy/Health Kits: One wash cloth, one bath
towel, one bar of soap, toothbrush and toothpaste,
one comb, shampoo, small pkg. Kleenex, 6 band aids
and (stick deodorant optional).  Wrap all the items in
the bath towel and secure with a cloth ribbon or a
shoe string.  Kit must include all of the items to be a
complete kit.
2. New underwear and socks for men, women and
children.
3. Quilts
4. School Supplies

Plans for Teens and YWRs! 
The mission statement of the LWML includes helping each woman of the LCMS find a way to serve her Lord and Savior. Our

district convention in September will have specific plans for teens and YWRs (Young Woman Representatives) to serve their
Lord. So are you looking? Do you have any young women from Confirmation age to 35 in your congregation? Invite them to
convention!

Plans are in place for these women to serve the Lord with gladness by networking with each other, helping with Gifts from
the Heart, having a special lunch with President Linda and also some time with National President Patti Ross. We will be in
Bible Study and share laughter and grow friendships during a game night.

Do you have a teen or young woman that you think should attend? Give them a registration form. There are no limits on
how many YWRs or teens can attend. So start looking, inviting and praying for our convention. If you or your young women
have questions, have them contact Katy Gifford or Kristin Wegner for more information.

Katy Gifford, VP Servant Resources Kristin Wegner, Committee Chairman
blessings@sentco.net kwegner@neb.rr.com
402-245-4618 402-580-3242

The Time is Here!
Well, the waiting is over. You can now register for the 2016 Nebraska South District Convention to be held at the Younes

Conference Center, Kearney, September 16-17, 2016. It takes many people to prepare for a convention, but now the fun
begins and we can’t wait to see the registration forms start rolling in.

Okay, here we go kicking off the convention Friday afternoon with the servant events. We  hope many of you can join us as
we all join together in fellowship while working on projects that will impact the lives of others (and maybe yours, too). You
also have the opportunity to bring Gifts from the Heart. You can find out more about both these projects in a separate article.
After a break to find a bite to eat on your own or with some friends, we will reconvene for the Friday evening workshops. At
6:00 pm you can choose from Choir practice, Gary Theis, Comfort Dogs (Eddie and Moses) and Heidi Floyd. Then at 7:00
pm we may select from the same presenters. As you know, we will be electing new district officers and at 8:00 pm we will have
the chance to meet candidates and will close the evening with devotions with Pastor McReynolds and Pastor Francik.

What a wonderful Saturday is planned. It will begin with a worship service with communion and special music by the
convention choir. Other highlights will be Patti Ross, National LWML President, Bible study with Rev Richard Snow, Mission
speaker Gary Theis, and Heidi Floyd, Keynote speaker. Also, throughout the day we will have music with Karen Reynolds and
some special appearances by Jan Struck, our humorous interrupter. Both meals will be buffets. Lunch  will be the “traditional
Burger Cookout”--burger plus fixings, baked beans, chips, German potato
salad and coleslaw.  Banquet dinner “The Grand Buffet” will be brisket
and salmon for the meats, herb roasted potatoes, steamed season
vegetables, house salad with dressings, veggie tray, assorted breads and
coffee, tea or milk. Saturday evening entertainment will be the one and
only Jan Struck!

Final notes: August 1, 2016 is the deadline for registration. So I
encourage  you to fill out the form before you lay down “The Echo”. Also,
Society Presidents make sure you get your delegates and alternates
registered for voting. And, ask a YWR and Teens to come. We also have a
First-Timer registration fee again this year. So if you know someone who
never has been to convention, encourage them to attend.

Please continue to keep the convention in your prayers as the time gets
closer and the final preparations take place for Partakers of Grace! 

Vickie Hegeholz
Convention Chairman

Do You Sing?
Do you enjoy singing? We’d like to invite

you to sing in the Convention Choir!
Choir practice will be held on Friday
during the 6:00 pm Workshop time slot.
Singing during the convention will be
during the Saturday morning worship
service. If you’d like to sing in the choir, all
you have to do is check the box on the
registration form. Then mark if you would
prefer to sing soprano or alto. Plan on
enjoying worshipping the Lord by using
the gift HE gave you…singing! 

Housing at Nebraska South District Convention – September 16-17, 2016 
A block of rooms has been reserved at each of the motels listed below for the 
District Convention in September.  In order to get the contracted rate you must 
reserve your room prior to August 1, 2016 and ask for the NE South District 
Convention rate. You will also need to phone in your reservation to get the 
Group rate.  You may be able to reserve a room after August 1st, but there is no 
guaranteed price. In addition to the information below each facility has a website 
with more details, i.e. fridges, microwaves, etc.. 
 

Convention Motels Convention 
Rate-8/1/16 

Check-in 
Check-out 

 
Breakfast 

 
Internet 

 
Pool 

Fairfield Inn 
510 Talmadge Street 
(connected to Younes Center) 
Phone: 308.236.4200 

Room Rate: 
$97.95 + taxes 
Suite Rate: 
$132.95 + taxes 

Check-in 
– 4 p.m. 
Check-out 
– 12 noon 

 
 

Yes 

 
 

Yes 

 
 

Yes 

Comfort Inn 
118 Third Avenue 
(connected to Younes Center) 
Phone: 308.236.3400 
(formerly Hampton Inn) 

Room Rate: 
$92.95 + taxes 
Suite Rate: 
$122.95 + taxes 

Check-in 
– 4 p.m. 
Check-out 
– 11 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

Yes 

 
 
 

Yes 

 
 
 

Yes 

Wingate Inn 
108 Third Avenue 
(near Younes Center) 
Phone: 308.237.4400 

Room Rate: 
$87.95 + taxes 
Suite Rate: 
S112.95 + taxes 

Check-in 
– 3 p.m. 
Check-out 
– 11 a.m. 

 
 

Yes 

 
 

Yes 

 
 

Yes 

 
There are several other motels nearby in the area where you are more than 
welcome to stay, but no special rate for a block of rooms has been contracted. 
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2016-2018 MISSION GRANT BALLOT – Vote for 10

__________1.  $30,000 Nebraska South District Student Scholarships This grant provides $1,000 per year for
Nebraska South District students going into full-time church work. (20 scholarships per year) Remaining grant funds from prior
years make up the balance of grant funds.  

__________2.  $10,000 2016 Two Shipments to the Baltics for Pastor John Reehl, Orphan Grain Train, G.I., NE
Funds would help send two shipments of quilts, clothing, diapers, bedding, school supplies, health items, medical supplies,
etc., for Pastor Reehl to help spread the Gospel to the poor and needy in prisons, orphanages, and churches in the Baltics. 

__________3.  $8,000 KNGN Enhancement and Upkeep Project Located in SW Nebraska, KNGN serves not only
LCMS listeners, but also a large number of shut-ins and unreachable individuals world-wide that are unable or afraid to attend
worship. Funds would help KNGN continue to develop, distribute, create and maintain high quality, distinctly LCMS radio
programming.  

__________4.  $5,000 Comfort Dog “Satellite” Training Center Grand Island has been selected as a satellite
training center for placement of trained comfort dogs in churches and with veterans who suffer from PTSD and other mental
issues. Funds would help with training equipment/needs, dog food and veterinarian expenses during the year-long training
sessions.

__________5.  $5,000 Trinity/HOPE  provides hot nutritious noon meals to the children and teachers in 104 Lutheran
schools in Haiti, combating malnutrition while offering the “Bread of Life” in the Good News of Jesus Christ. Many children are
from homes where Voodoo is practiced. Grant funds would be assigned to a specified school for 1 year with an average of 115
children.  

__________6.  $8,000 NE District Youth Gathering Servant Events Service projects give participants experience
in hands-on service, making a difference in the community and sharing the love of Jesus to others through packing food, sorting
clothes, painting, cleaning, yard work and building. Funds would defray transportation costs to offsite locations and purchase
supplies for the 2017 NE District Gathering. 

__________7.  $8,000 NE District Elementary and Secondary Education Tuition Assistance A grant would
provide additional scholarships to students attending Lutheran schools for the first time – connecting people outside the church
to the school in order to share the Good News of Jesus. In 2015/2016, 52 students were assisted in 13 schools with $16,990.

__________8.  $8,000 Mercy Meals of Southwest Nebraska In an effort to share God’s love, shipments of packed
meals which help reverse malnutrition have been sent to Haiti, Nepal, India and the former Soviet Union. Funds would help
purchase food product, supplies for packaging and shipment, and partial operational expenses. Working with Orphan Grain
Train since 2012, supplies for 72,000 meals costs around $8,000.   

__________9.  $7,500 Lutheran Books for Children of the Ukraine After years of persecution, God has re-opened
the doors to preaching and teaching the Gospel in the Ukraine. Through the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, funds would help
provide the printing and distribution of “My First Catechism” and “Bible Stories in Pictures” to the growing number of children
attending Lutheran churches there.

__________10.  $5,000 Detention Ministry:  Sharing the Love of Christ with Immigrants in Detention Through
visitations of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service volunteers, 1,000 Spanish-language Bibles would be provided to
immigrants struggling to find hope while being held in detention during their legal proceedings. The Bibles offer healing and
hope while imprisoned and can be carried with them through the next state of their journey.

__________11.  $5,000 Gospel Outreach Chinese and Iranian Students The Lutheran Chapel at the Univ of
Nebraska, Lincoln, seeks funding to help reach out to int’l students by offering free English classes, free moving help ($2,000),
discount bikes ($1,500), activities, Bible studies, Bibles and Gospel Materials ($1,000), and gardening ($500). The power of
the Gospel and the loving friendship of Christians grow God’s Family and impacts the lives of many int’l students.

__________12.  $10,000 Mission Central Current Missionary Need – The Time is Now! Missionaries called and
sent by the LCMS must find their own funding. When received by Mission Central, funds would go to the LCMS missionary
who most urgently needs support to help with transportation, insurance, housing, salary, and training so they may bring the
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to people who have never heard the Good News. 

__________13.  $12,500 Concordia Int’l School Hanoi Library and Community Outreach Center Upgrade and
Development Started in 2011, the school is completing its new permanent facility.  Funding would help with furnishings and
materials for its Library to be used by students, the community, confirmation classes by LCMS affiliations, and outreach through
after school/summer school language classes; all to reach the Vietnamese and int’l community with the Gospel of Christ.  

2016-2018 YWR MISSION GRANT BALLOT – VOTE FOR 1

__________1.  $2,500 St. John Child Development Center Outdoor Classroom Grant funds would be
used to purchase and install mature trees, shrubs, and rain barrels for the school’s playground at their new location;
providing an outdoor classroom to expose the children to God’s amazing creation.

__________2.  $2,000 Community Outreach Team - Lincoln Lutheran Middle/High School Twice a
month for the 10-month 2016/2017 school year, a student, parent and faculty member of Lincoln Lutheran reach
out to the local community through acts of service with the gospel message. $100 would be used per event.

__________14.  $10,000 At Ease-Ministry for Veterans, Active Military & Their Loved Ones Lutheran Family
Services shows God’s love for all people by providing human care services to the 40% of Afghanistan and Iraq veterans
suffering with PTSD and/or homelessness (e.g. evidence-based/trauma-informed therapeutic services, substance use disorder
treatments, Vets4Vets peer support groups, financial aid/literacy courses). Combined support would help approx. 400 clients
in 2016. 

__________15.  $10,000 His Kids Camp/Camp Luther Through His Kids program, Camp Luther makes camp and
Christ accessible to those with special needs through two spring, two fall, and three weeks of summer camp. Funds would be
used to help defray the cost of special-need summer campers and volunteers, and to help purchase two paddle boats.

__________16.  $5,600 Tuition Assistance for Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschoolers Located in Winnebago,
NE, the preschoolers are little missionaries to their families and the whole community. The Preschool provides a Christian
learning environment that stresses academic excellence. Many of the students cannot afford the tuition costs of $80/mo.
($800/yr).

Christian Life Booth 
Dear Sisters in Christ,
I am sending encouragement and prayers to all of you that you will consider attending the Nebraska

South District Convention in Kearney. Please invite and encourage your LWML sisters to attend, talk
among your societies now before it is too late. This year our theme is “Partakers of Grace” from Phil. 1:7b
“Because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace”. The convention this year has
much to offer and will be rewarding to all whom attend.

While at convention please come and visit the Christian Life booth where we will have devotion books, LWML clothing and
other items that signify LWML. Many of those items could be used as a gift for a friend or sharing God’s love with others and
giving them encouragement in their life.

See you at convention!

Carolyn Nelson, VP/Christian Life

Days for Girls Event Successful
Nebraska North and Nebraska South held its first joint project with a Days for Girls Event, April 2 at Peace Lutheran Church,

Grand Island. 100 women brought over 25 sewing machines/sergers, material and all the needed supplies to make feminine
hygiene kits for schoolgirls in Africa. 32 kits were completed as LWML’ers measured, cut, sewed and assembled the various items
needed.  

Ladies took home materials to finish enough kits to make at least 200. What a fun day it was, enjoying the fellowship of our
LWML sisters to the North. 
Nebraska North President, Crystal Miller and Nebraska South President, Linda Fees welcomed the group and introduced Deb

Burma who led the group in Bible Studies.  Peace Lutheran societies served morning refreshments and lunch. “Let’s do it again”,
exclaimed the attendees. “This was fun!” Check out the website for pictures of the event.


